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EXPLANATION. 

As early as August, 1895, the Society commenced 
the publication of its records, issuing the first volume 
in the form of fascicles, usually containing one paper, 
selected by the Committee on Publication. In this 
manner the first volume of 242 pages was completed in 
July, 1897. In May, 1898, the paper of Mr Spofford, 
entitled, '*The Life and Labors of Peter Force, Mayor 
of ^A'^ashington,'■ containing thirteen pages, was pub- 
lished as the first fascicle of Volume 2. Subsequently, 
November, 1898, the Board of Managers changed the 
style of publication from that of the brochure form to 
that of a volume, and directed the Committee on Pub- 
lication to include in such volume such, and only sucli, 
papers as the Board might order to be i)ublishe(l, to- 
gether with the reports of ofticers and proceedings of 
its meetings. This action of the Hoard effected, for 
the time being, the abandonment of the brochure and 
adoption of the volume form, the consecjuent oblitera- 
tion of the first fascicle of Volume 2, and the* n*])ublica 
tion of Mr Spofford's pa])er in its pr()])er ]»lace in the 
Reminiscences of tihe Mavors in tliis volume. 

The foregoing statement has b(H*n deemed necessary 
to avoid the confusion of issuing two voluiucs nuni- 
b(4*ed 2, one consisting only of a single j»aper in (he 
brochure form. 
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(CONSTITUTION. 

(Aniended and Uevised, February 7, 1898.) 

Auticlp: 1. 
Titfr, 

The iianie of this Society shall be the Coli'MBIA Uis- 
TouK'AL Society. 

AUTK'LE 2. 

Tlu* objects of the So(*i(»ty shall be the collection, 
preservation, and diffusion of knowledj^e respe(;tin«i; 
tlu* history and topography of the IMstrict of rolunibia 
and National history and biography. 

AUTK LE 3. 

Si:< TioN 1. This Soci(»ty shall consist of active, cor- 
rcs|>ondin}4, and honorary ni(Mnb(»rs. Active nienilH*rs 
shall hi" r(*sid(Mits of tin* Disirict. Ilonorarv nienib(»rs 
shall be piM'sons eminent in historical attainments, 
rc*sid(»nt (*ls(*wh4»r(*. 

Sec. 2. N(»w niembc^rs may be proposed throu<>h the 
Kecordin*;; Secn^rary, by two m«*mbei's, in wrilin*;:, and 
the Hoard of Mana<::(»rs shall vote upon proposcMl mem- 
b<»rs at tii(»ir n(»xt (Misuin**; nuM^tin*:. No nominee shall 
b(» td(»cted a.uainst whom thr<M* ne«::ative ballots are 
cast. 

SEr. :\. Tin* annual du(»s of active* memb(»rs shall b(» 
lix(Ml by tin* Hoard of Mana^M-s, and shall be due nn 
the first of Januarv for the ensuing; V(»ar. Tin* fee* for 
life memb(*rshi|) shall be tifty dollars ($50). 
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AUTICl.E 4. 

Skction 1. The officers shall be a President, two 
Viee-Presidents, two Seeivtaries, a Treasurer, a Cura- 
tor, a Chrouieler, and ei<»ht Maua<»*ers, who to<»*ether 
shall coustitute an executive body called the Board of 
Managers. Five officers shall constitute a quorum of 
the Board of Managers. 

Sk(\ 2. The officers shall be elected annually, to serve 
until the close of the uieetiug at which their successors 
are chosen. The term of offici* shall be, for tlu* Man- 
agers four years, for all other officers one year. The 
ilanagers shall be grouped in four classes of two each, 
and one class shall be chosen at each annual meeting 
to serve four years. All officers shall be chosen from 
among the active or life members, by ballot, without 

formal nominations. Onlv active and life nuMubers 

« 

whose dues are paid shall be entitled to vote. 

Sec. 3. The Board of Managers shall have power, (//) 
to till all vacancies occurring in its own nu^mbership; 
(/>) to determine the times, places, and programmes for 
the meetings; (c) to appoint committees; and ((/) to 
transact all business not otherwise provided for. 

Sk(\ 4. The duty of the ("hronicha* shall be tlu* P^'^i>- 
aration and the presentation at c^ach annual meeting of 
a succinct statement of the principal events of historic 
interest which have transi)irHl within the District of 
(\)lumbia during the preceding calendar year. 

AUTKl.K 5. 

Srx'TiON 1. The annual nn^eting of the Society shall 
be hehl in January, at wliich annual rei)orts, (dection 
of officers, and other business shall be in order. The 
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regular meetin«»:s shall be held monthly, except during 
the summer adjournment, to be determined by the 
Board of Managers. 

Se(\ 2. The regular meetings of the Board of Man- 
agers shall be held immediately before the annual and 
regular meetings of the Society, and special meetings 
mav be called bv the President or bv tive members of 
the Board. 

AUTK^LK (k 

/•"///(///fr.v. 

Section 1. The Tn^asurer shall receive dues and 
other accessions to the funds of the Society, and shall 
account for the sam<^ lie shall deposit in bank, to the 
credit of the Society, all fun<ls received by him, and 
shall submit an annual report, which shall be audited 
by a committee of thnn* nu^mbers, who aiv not officers, 
to be chosen by the Society at the regular meeting next 
preceding the annual me(»ting. 

Sk(\ 2. All ivceipt^s from life membership fees shall 
be invested as a permanent fun<l, the interest only to 
be us(m1 for current expenses. 

Sk(\ 8. Pavments from the funds of the Societv shall 
be made only on the drafts of the Treasurer, (counter- 
signed by the Pn^sident. 

Sf:('. 4. Xo debts shall be contractcMl nor payments 
made exc(»pt by authority of tin* Board of Managers. 

Article 7. 

This Constitution mav be amend(M] bv a majoritv of 
members prescMil at an annual m(»eting, but notice of 
any pro|)os(Ml amendnuMit, which must be signed by 
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not less than three members, shall be submitted in 
writing:: at least one month previous, at a re<::ular met4- 
injjc, to the Seer^^tarv, who shall mail a printed copy 
of each amendment to every member at least one week 
prior to the annual meeting. 



Kesolution adoptt^l by the Board of Managers, Feb- 
ruary 18, 1895: 

On motion of Mr Spoflford it was voted that the edi- 
tion of the first fascicle of the Records of the Columbia 
Historical Society (containing charter, constitution, 
presidential addresses, list of members, etc.) shall be 
500 copies, and that the edition of later fascicles be 350 
copies, unless otherwise ordered. 

i)n motion of Mr Kasson it was (April 1, 1805), 

//cWrcf/, That the original, or a copy, of every paper 
heretofore or hereafter r<*a<l before* the Society, be* left 
with the Recording Secrt*tary for the Archives; and 
that the t'ommittet* on Publication be authorized, in 
their discretion, to publish the same or any part thereof. 



<;OMMT\NICATl()XS MADE TO THE COLUMBIA HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY. 



Continuation from Page 226, Vol. 1. 



1897, Feb. 1. History of rennsylvaula Avenue during the First Half 

of the Century. Samuel C. Busey. Published lu 
"Pietui^es of the City of Washington in the Past." 

181)7, Mar. 15. Boundary Monuments of the District of Columbia. 

Marcus Baker. Published in Vol. I, p. 215-224. 

1897. May 7. NaMonal Nomenclature of Streets for tlie Nation's 

(?apital. AlexandtT B. Hagner. Published by the 
Author. 

1897, June 8. Reminiscences of the Mayors of Washington. Col. 

. James ii. Ben*et. Vol. 2. 
Peter Force, Mayor of Washington. Ainsworth R. 

Spoflford. Vol. 2. 
Robert Brent. James Dudley Morgan. Vol. 2. 
Rapine. Blake, Orr, and Smallwood. M. I. Weller. 
Vol. 2. 
18i>7, Nov. 1. L'Enfant's Map of Washington. Samuel C. Busey. 

Published in "Pictui'es of the City of Washington in 
the Past." 
Notes on the Building of Cabin John Bridge. William 
T. S. Curtis. Vol 2. 
US97, Dec. «. A Decade of the Public Schools of Washington. Wil- 
liam B. Powell. Unwritten. 

1898, Jan. 10. The White House from John Adams to James Madi- 

son. John CJ. Nieolay. Manuscript withheld by tho 
author. 

1898. Feb. 7. The Surveyors of tin* District of Columbia and City of 

Washington. Henry B. Ix)Oker. Vol. 2. 

1898. Mar. 7. Personal C^mracterlstlcs of (UM>rge Washington. Eliza- 
beth Bryant Johnston. T'nwrltten. 

185^ April 4. Sketch of Our Local (iovernnunits, with List of Offi- 
cials. W. B. Bryan. Published as Senate Docu- 
ment No. 2:>S, ."»5th Congress. 

1898. May 2. The Life. Times, (Miaracter, and Intiuence of Dolly 

Madison. James Madison Cutts. Manuscript Id 
archives. 



COLUMBIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY— TREASURER'S REPORT, 

FEBRUARY 7. 1898. 

Rcvciptff. 
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To cash from members' dues 478.25 

1.340.98 

To bahuiee on hand February 7, 1S98 954. (57 
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FOUKTU ANNIAL REPORT OF THE SEC^RETA- 

RIES— 1897-'98. . 

Your Seeretarios resiH^vtfully siibinit this, their 
fourth apnntal report, for the period bepnning with 
the twenty-foiii'th reguhir' meeting of the Society, Mon- 
day eveniiijj:, ilareli 15, 1897, and endin*^ with and in- 
cludinfj: this, the fourth annual meeting;, Monchiy even- 
ing:, February 7, 1898. 

Durinfi: the year the Roard of Managers Jias elected 
to active membership 20 persons. There liave been 
ihviH' resignations and four deaths; the latter wert*^ — 

Lewis (Mephane, 
(i. il. Fague, 
(iardin(»r (f. Hubbard, 
Richard Smith, 

leaving a total membership of 109 pei'sons, of whom 
one is an honorarv and one* a life member. 

The Society has held seven meetings. Of these the 
first tliree were held at the Columbian rniv(M*sity and 
the last four at the Shondiam. During the year the 
Society an<l its guests have lisren(Ml to (»ight papers and 
two unwritten addresses, which wen^ discussed by 
eighteen persons, while seven others have each given 
thrtH*-minute talks on historical subjects. T1h» average 
attendance has been 71; tJie largest being at the Jan- 
uary meeting, wIhmi the audience numbeivd 140; the 
smallest 35, at the March nu^eting. The Roanl of Man- 
agers !ias held nine meetings; the average* attendance 
has b(»en 11, the largest 12, and the smallest 8. 

Resolutions of condolence on the death of the* fornu»r 
Vice-Pr(»sident, (Jardiner O. Hubbard, w(»re presented 
by W J Mc(i(Hs adoptnl by the Society, spn^ad upon 
tile minutes, and a copy s(*nt to his family. 



18 Records of the Colufnbia Historical Society. 

During the year the Society hais issued, at different 
times, four brochures of Volume I, beiny pages 171 to 
242, inclusive, with a title page and index, thus com- 
pleting Volume I 'of its Records. Objects of historical 
interest have been exhibited at its meetings and pre- 
liminary steps taken toward securing a permanent 
home for the Society, its library and records, (.'ourte- 
sies have been extended to and received from kindred 
associations, and Congress has been memorialized on 
the subject of National Nomenclature* for the Stnn^ts 
of the Nation's Capital. 

Mary Stkvexs Bi:all, 
M. I. Wellku, 



X 



FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CURATOR. 

I he^ leave to pi-esent, as my fourth annual report, 
the appended list of contributions to the Society during 
the past year: 

40. Maps of the District of Columbia. 

(a) Topographical Map of the Original District of 
Columbia and Environs: Showing the Fortifications 
Around the City of Washington. By E. O. Arnold, C. 
E. New York, 18G2. 

(/>) Map of the City of Washington and Environs. 
Published by W. H. Morrison, 475 Pennsylvania ave- 
nue, Washington, D. C. (1884). 

(c) Plan of the City of Washington, etc. Engraved 
by Thackara & Vallance, Philadelphia. 1792. Coast 
Survey No. 3035. 

(d) Plan of the City, etc. Reproduction of L'Enfant 
map. Coast Survey No. 3035a. 

((') Map of the City of WasJiington, Showing the Lo- 
cation of Sewers. 1880. Rlue print. 

(Presented by Mr Marion Thatcher.) 

41. Third Hiennial Report of the Librarian of the 
Historical Society of the State of Montana. 1895-90. 
Helena, Montana. 

(I^resented by the* Society.) 

42. Street NomcMKlature of Washington Citv. Ad- 
dress by Alexander B. llagner before the Columbia 
Historical Societv, (h»liv(»r(»(l Mav 3, 1S97. 

(Presented by the* author.) 
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43. A ni>;t()ry of the (loverninoiit of the District of 
Columbia. By Walter C Clephane, of the Bar of the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 1892. 

(Presented by the author.) 

44. DoicJLAS (Stephen A.). An American Conti- 
nental Commercial Union. Edited bv J. M. Cutts. 

(Presented by (\d J. il. Cutts.) 

Kes])ect fully submitted. 

James F. Hood, Curator. 
Maik u 1, 1SJ)8. 



\ 



PKOCEEDINGS OF THE COLUMBIA lUSTOKlCAL 

SOCIETY. 

24th mcctint/. March 15, 1897. 

Held in the Heceptioii Hall of the Columbiau rniver- 
sity at 8 p. iii. Attendance, 35 members and guests. 

President Kasson, in a short address, outlined the 
objeets of the Society, and suggest(>Kl numerous topics 
connected with the earlv history of Washington Citv 
as proper and important subjects of research for the 
members. 

ilr Marcus Haker read a paper (Mititled, "The Boun- 
dary Monuments of the District of Columbia.'' Dis- 
cussed by Messrs Weller, Kasson, Davis, and McOee. 
Mr Baker was appointed a committtn^ of one to me- 
morialize tlu^ (lovernment of the District on behalf of 
the restoration of the old landmarks, as represented by 
the boundaiT stones. 

Adjourned at 9 p. m. 

25/A ni(ciiinj. Ma if 7, 1897. 

Held in the Lecture Hall of the Columbian Cniver- 
sity at 8 p. m. Attendance, 40 members and j^^uests. 

Mr Justice Haj::ner read a papt»r entitliHl, ''National 
NonuMiclature of Street.s for the Nation's Capital." Dis- 
cussed by Messrs Kasson, Enu^ry, Davis, W(dler, Spof- 
ford, and Jud<::e Nott. It was moved by Mr Weller, 
and seconded by Mr SpofFord, that a committee should 
be appointed to memorializi* Con«;ress in conntH'tion 
with the pap(»r of the evenin<r, f<>r tin* i)urpose of secur 
iu^ a chanjxc from the i)res<»iit scheme of naming the 
streets for letters to a system of alphab(»tical names 
commemorating Presidents, Vice-Presidents, and other 
eminent (*itizens. 

Adjourned at 9.45 p. m. 
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2{Uh mirtin(j. J/(/// 31, 1897. 

Five huiulivd invitations liavinji: been issued for the 
2()tli meeting* of the (\)himbia Historical Society, at 
the Colunibian University, May 31, 1897, at 8 o'clock 
p. ni., a larjj^e audience assembled to find the building 
locked up and unli<»hted. 

In explanation of the above the followin*jj letter was 
receiviMl from the President of the University: 

JuncH, 1897. 
Hon. John A. Kasson: 

My I)i:au Siu — I wish to make public a])(do«»y for 
t\w mistake of om* of the servants of the University, by 
which the Columbia. Historical Society was disap- 
pointed Decoration Day. The mistake has biHMi a 
source of «»r(»at mortification to us all. H you feel in- 
<*lined to say this at the* nKM»tin*» this ev(min<»' 1 shall 
feel {grateful for the favor. 

Vvvx sinc(*relv vours, 

U. L. Whitman. 

Th(» Columbian Univ(»rsity, Washington, D. (\ 

()flic(» of tlu» Pr(»si(hMit. 

Adjnunud 2i\th uncfiiH/, J tine S, 1S97. 

II(»l(l in t1lH» Lc^ct'ure Hall of tin* Uolumbian Univer- 
sity at 8 p. m. Att(»n(lanc(s 95 uhmuIxm's and jj:u(*sts. 

UrcsidtMit Kasson announced 1lu» committet^ to nu*- 
morialize (N>n^r(»ss concerning:: tin* chanp* of nann^s for 
th(» streets of tin* National Ua]>ital, said memorial to 
embody or accomi>any {\w i>ap<»r on that subjt»ct, n^ad 
before the Socic^ty by ilr Justic*^ Ha^n(»r, on May 7, 
1897: 

M(»ssrs John A. Kasson, Chairman by ]>rovision of 
resolution creatinjj; tln^ connnitt(»e, 

M. I. Weller, 
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Marcus Baker, 
Lewis J. Davis, 
M. F. Morris, 
J. OriTiond Wilson. 

The foUowin*? programme on ''Reminiscences of the 
Mayors of Washington," was then carried out: Ex- 
Mayor James G. Berret spoke on his personal recollec- 
tion; Ex-Mayor Emery responded to a call by thanking 
the olHcers, members and guests of the Society, but de- 
clared he could add nothing to what had already been 
said; lion A. K. Spoflford read a paper on Peter Force; 
Dr J. D. Morgan read one on Robert Brent, exhibiting a 
portrait and photographs; and Mr M. I. W^eller read one 
on Rapine, Blake, Orr and Smallwood. 

Adjourned at 10.15 p. m. 

27/A nnrting. Xoirmhcr 1, 1S97. 

Held in the Banquet Ilall of the Shoreham, at 8 p. m. 
Attendance, about GO members and guests. 

I)r Samu(»l (\ Busey read a paper, entitled, ''1/En- 
fant's ^lap of Washington." Discussed by Messrs B. R. 
rircHMi, J. (i. Ames, and J. A. Wineberger. 

Mr William T. S. Curtis read a paper entitled, "Notes 
on the Building of Cabin John Bri<lg(».'' DiscusscMl by 
Messrs (1. Lloyd Magruder, (ireen, Welh^r, Busey, and 
Taggart. 

Judge llagner movtMl a voU* of tlianks to tlu» histo- 
rians of th(» evening. 

Adjourned at 10.15 j). m. 

28/// mcrtinf/. Ihnmhrr (>, 18<>7. 

II(*ld in th(» Bancjiu^t Hall of t\w Shoicliam at 8 j). m. 
Att<Midance, about 75 UHMnbcM-s and guests. 

SuperintendtMit William R. Powell addn^ssed the 
Society and its gii<»sts on tlu* subject of **A DiM-ade of 
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the Public Schools of Washington," taking up the sub- 
ject where the paper of Mr J. Ormond Wilson, of May 
4, 1896, had left it. 

Three-minute talks on Sources of Historical Informa- 
tion were given by lion A. K. Spofford, Messrs M. I. 
Weller, W. B. Biyan, (ieorge Alfred Townsend, and 
Judge llagner. 

Adjourned at 10.15 p. ni. 

29//< mviihii). . Janminf 10, 1898. 

Held in the Banc^uet Hall of the Shoreham at 8.15 
p. m. X Attendance, about 140 members and guests. 

President Kasson spoke of the death of Hon Gardiner 
G. Hubbard, and his ccmiiection with this Society. Pro- 
fessor W J Mc(iee offered the following resolutions of 
condolence, which were unanimously adopted: 

Whrrcasj Gardiner Greene Hubbard, a founder and 
one-time Vice-President of the Columbia Historical 
SocietA^ has gone from among us forever. Therefore, 

liemlvvdy That this Society note with profound sorrow 
the death of our honored associate, whose labors for 
the enrichment of knowledge and for the welfare of 
mankind end only with his life. 

RvmUu'dj That tihe foregoing expression be communi- 
cated to tlie family, and that this Society take sJteps to- 
ward uniting with other institutions of the National 
Capital in perpetuating Mr Hubbard's memory. 

Owing to the illness of Col John G. Nicolay he could 
not be pre'sent, but his paper, enHthnl, '*The White 
House from John Adams to James Madison," was read 
bv Prof. W J McGcH\ Discussed bv President Kas- 
son. 

Miss Marie E. .Byington exhibited an impression of 
the Declariition of Independence, taken in 1823; Col J. 
M. Cutts, a daguerreotype of Dolly Madison, the last 
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picture known to have been taken of her before her 
death; and Judge A. B. Hagner, some letters from 
James Madison. 

Adjourned at 9.45 p. m. 

Fourth Annual Meeting. 

30/// mrvtintj. Fvhnianf 7, 1898. 

Ilehl in the Banquet Ilall of the Shoreham at 8.10 
p. m. Attendance, about 50 members and guests. 

Mr Henry B. Looker read a paper entitleil, ^'Sur- 
veyors of the District of Columbia and CMty of Wash- 
ington.'' Discussed by Messrs Cutts, Morgan, Kas- 
son, WeUer, and Marcus Baker. Dr Morgan exhibited 
l)hotograi)h's of I/Bnfant\s unmarked grave, and Presi- 
<hMit Kasson tihMl wit.h the Secretary, to be kept among 
tlie records of the Society, the <-oi>y of a bill introduced 
by him while a member of the House of Kepresenta- 
tives. May 22, 1884, "To authorize the erection of a 
monument in memory of Major Pierre Charles l/En- 
fant.'' 

Tlu» Soci(»ty thru transacted the business ai)pertain- 
ing to the annual mc^eting. 

Tlu» Tn^asuH^r presc^ntt^d his n^port; tlie Chair ap- 
pointtMl Messrs Cutts, Looker, and MagrudiM*, as audit- 
ors. Ji(*|)ort approved and adopttMl. 

The liccording St»cretaiy read tlu^ n^porc of th(» Sec- 
notaries. Approved and acc(*pt(Ml. 

Tlie Cunitor IxMug absent on account of illm^ss, liis 
report was read by th(* Si»cr(*tary. Approv(Ml and ac- 
c<*ptfd. 

Tlie miMnlxM's of th(* Socictv having aln*adv rcc(»iv(»d 
printcil copies of tlu* proposiMl amendments t<» its <'(ui- 
sfitution, Mr. SpofTord, as chainnan of tin* c(unmitt(*e 
to wjjom that busin(»ss was entrusiiNl, (»xplaiiHMl hri(»t1y 

3 
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why such ameudinents were deemed ueeessarv. Col 
(■utts, I)r Maj^ruder, and Mrs Beall proposed some 
amendments to the amendments, and after discussion, 
parti<-ipated in by Messrs Ilaji^ner, Kasson, Baker, 
Weller, Mc(iee, Magnuh^r, Spofford, and Cutts, the 
Amended Constitution was adopted as presented by 
the Amendment ('ommittce. 

The annual election of officers resulted as follows: 

Presid(»nt, John A. Kasson. 

Vice-Presidents, Ainsworth B. Spofford, 

Ah xander B. Ilagner. 

Treasurer, James Dudh^y Morgan. 

Becording Secretary, Mrs. Mary Stevens Beall. 

Corresponding Se<*r(*tary, M. I. Weller. 

(Curator, James F. Ilood. 

Chronicler, W. B. Bryan. 

Managers for 4 years, Marcus Baker, 

W J Mc(}(»e. 

Miss Byington exhibite^d a Washington directory of 
1830. 

AdjourncMl at 10.80 [). m. 



L'KXFAXrs Kr:P()UTS TO I'KESIDHXT WASHIX(J 

TON, HKAHIX(f DATES OF MAIK^H lNJ, JIXK 

22, A XI) AFiU'ST 1!), ITIU. 

These do<uments liave not bcn^n pivviously pub- 
HsIumI and are not known to the general public. Thi»y 
are of s])(H*ial interest in connection with oth(»r public 
documents published for the tirst time in this volume. 
In view of this fact, and to complete*, as far as ])ossible, 
the* history of 1/Enfant\s authorship of the plan of the 
city, a communication was adelressed to Col. Bingham, 
EngintM^r-ln-charge of the Public Buildings and 
(irounds, for p(M*m1ssion to have copies of these reports 
for publication in the records of this Society, with the 



Proceedings of the Society, 27 

rtMiuest that the application should be referred to Gen- 
eral John M. Wilson, Chief of En<!:ineei's, from whom 
the followinjr reply was received. The coi>ies have been 
made under the dirtn'tion and supervision of Mr John 
Stewart, who has charj;e of the old records of the of- 
fice of Public Buildinj^s and (Jrounds and they are, 
therefore, correct. 

Office of tilt* Chief of En*»ineers, 

Tniteil States Army, 
Washin*rton, I). i\, Dec. 1, ISUS. 
I)H S. i\ Bi SKY, No. 1545 I St. N. W., Wash., I). (\: 

My Dear Sir — Your letter of the 2Sth ult. reached 
me this a. m., upon my return to the city. 

It has j»iven me pleasure to say to Col Binj^ham tliat 
I have no objection to your having co[)ies of the letters 
you mention, and it will afford him e<iual pleasure to 
send them to von. 

Yours verv trulv, 

John M. Wilson, 
Bri«r. (lenl. Chief of Eno., \\ s. A. 



Note kelativk to thk ghouxd lying on the Eastern 
Branch of the Rivkr Potowmack andijein^; intended 
to parai.lel the several position proposed within 
the limits between the branch and cikoroetown tor 
the seat of the federal clty. 

AfttM' cominjx upon the hill from tlu* Kast(*rn liranch 
ferry tlu* country is level and on a space* of about two 
miles each way pr(\s(Mit a most (dli<»ibl(* position for 
the first sethMuent of a <ri*and City, and om* which if 

not. the onlv within the limits of tin* F(MhM*al t(»rri(orv 

• ft 

is at least, the more advanta<»:eous in that part lyinjj 
between the Eastern Branch and (ieor<;:(»town. 
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The soil is dry and iiotwitlistandinjj: well watered 
abounding sprliijrs it has an wholesome air and bein^ 
of an easy ascont it is however so lii^h that it com- 
mand on most of the surronndiny: eonatrv and mav be 
(»lTeetnally <xnard(Ml from those Hills overlooking it — 
these an* on rhe oposite side* of the water and branch 
from the ^raiid westei'n montain which come ronnd 
and Hxtrnd down on (hat (»ast(»rn shore in bordering 
on the Hiver lV)towmack and th(*v mav nither be con- 
sidcrcd as a mi^an for protiMtion. As tin* sccnrin^ of 
tluMr submit with proi)er Esiabiishmcnt would rtMider 
lliat situation most r(*s|KMtable. 

W'ifh r(»sprct to navi«»ation it lay at the h(*ad of an 
I'xnnsive one and (nv(*r and from t.l'.e bank of an 
harbor in every res|)(*ct to be |)refcre(l to that of tin* 
I'olowmark toward (i(M)r^ctown Less impiNled by ice 
aind never so swelled with frc^sh— tin* chanell is <h»eper 
and will admit anv vessel as mav pass over the shalow 
down below at the mariland pt. bein*:: moored to warfs 
whih* ih(\v most rruiain at half mih» olT fi-om the bank 
of the lN)towmaek owin^ to tin* main chau(d bearing 
from the (Mitranee into the eastern brancli imnuMliatelv 

• 

and all the way up on ihe N'ir^inia shore until it come 
to stiik (Ml .Mason Island round which in turning it 
come to wash for ashore to spa<*e on tlie IJock at Iiamp- 
stead I*t. or Funktowii, luakiu;; its way to and from 
the wharfs at jreor^etown were the ;;raud navigation 

end. 

this spot luade to derivi* every possible advaiita^ie 
fl'olU watt r convex aiice wouhl in the same time he free 
from th(* trieat lCucouvenieiic\ ;ittJ*iidini: tin* rrossiui? 
of navi^iable Kiver. the deej> water in that luamh iioi 
comin;: further u|> than I^vans I*t. about half mile 
ill o\'e the feirx tin-re the lar;^»' IhmI uf tin* liver i:iinir 
iliatelv chauues in to ICun over the which bri(lm»s 
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iniji^ht easily be erecteKl to secure a constant intercourse 
with the eastern continant in the meanwhile as it 
would facilitate seats beinjj; fixed on each border of a 
y:rand streeni whot*^ dept abound with fish, and whoes 
as|)ect in affordinj»- a debaffenient from the jjreat bust- 
ling rest the eyes from the grand sifijht below the City. 
All the total of this ground is such as will favour 
every im[)rovement as may render the City agreable 
ccnnmodious and capable of promoting all sort of atil 
establishment on its water side from the mouth of the 
Eastern branch at Carroll bourough as far up as to 
Evans point a distan<e of above three miles the fre- 
(juent winding of th(» shore form many natural wet 
dock which for not having every weiv a great dept 
of water nc^vertln^h^ss would become* verv convenient 
for the establishing of naval store and for arsenals 
the wl'ich as well as ware house for merchant men 
might safely Im* rised on tin* water edge without fear of 
impeding the i)rospect from on the Heigh flat behind. — 
there weiv tlu* level ground (^n tlhe water and all round 
W(^re it dcMM^nd but most particularly on that i)art 
terminating in a ridge to Jenkins ilill and running in a 
paralell with and at half mih* off frouj tlu* riv(*r I*otow- 
nuu'k sei)arat(Ml by a low ground int(M*sected with thrcH* 
grand strcuMus — many of the* most desirabh* position 
(»lT(»r f(»r to Erect the PublicpK* Edifices thc^n^on — from 
thes(* lM»iglit (M(Mw grand building wouhl r(»ar with a 
maj(*sti(Ml aspect ov(*r tin* Country all around and might 
be advantageouslv scmmi fi'om twcMitv milrs ofT wliirh 
Contig(»ous to th(» first s(*tl(»m<Mit of the* City th(\v 
would there stand to ag( s in a ( Vntrai pnint to *t, facing 
on the grandest prosp(M-t of botii of rlir biamh of the 
Potowmack with tli(* town of Alexan<li-v in front scmmj 
in its full(»st exi(*iit ov(»r many |M»i!iis nf land prnj<M ling 
fronj the Mariland and X'irginia sl!()r(» in a maniuM- as 
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add iniicli to the porsi)eftive at the* end of which the 
Cajie of }n'i*at Ilimtiii^ Creek appears direetly were a 
(•orn(»r stoiH* of the Federal District is to be phunnl and 
iu the room of which a Majestic Col inn or a j^rand 
[•erysoniid l)(Mn<r ennted wonld prodnce the happyest 
efT(»ct and Coniph»atly finish the hnulskape. 

Thns in ev(»rv respect advanta<::eonsly sitnated the 
Fed(»ral <1ty wonld soon j^row of itself jind spread as 
the brjnich(*s of a tree does toward were thev meet with 
most nonrisl':n(*nt. 

th(*n the attractive local will lav all Round an<l at 
distance* imt beyond those limits within tin* which a 
City ih(» Capital of an Kxtensive Empire may be de- 
liniat(Ml. 

havinjr a brid<re laid ov(*r the Kast(*rn brancli some 
were ab(»ve Kvans pt. there the natural limit of the 
Eastern bramh of the City may be extended while in 
its western (*xtrimitv mav \w included (i(M»r*retown 
itself which bein^ situat(Ml at the h(»ad of «;rand navi- 
^^ation of the Potowmack shoidd be* favoured with the 
same advantji^ie (d IxMter Cummunication with the 
Southern by having:: also a bridp* (Mected over tin* Po- 
towmack at tin* plae-e of tlu* two Sisters w(*re nature 
would efTiMtually favour the umh^rtakin;;:. 

ihert* iMMween those* two points be«jinnin«:: with the 
settlement of the «::rand City on the bank of the Ea^t(»rn 
branch and promotin*: the first improvement all alon^r 
of the II(Mj;'h fiat as far as were it end on denkins Hill 
would |)lace the city central to the ground left opt*n to 
its ai»ran<lisemt*nt which most undoubtiv would be ra- 
pide toward both extremity provided nevertheless that 
attention be paid immiMliately on layinjr the first out 
lint* of the establislimt*nt to opt*n a dinMt and lar«re 
avenue from the luidj^e on the Totowmack t«» that on 
the Eastern branch the wliiih should be well h*vel 



/ 
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passiii*:^ across (i(M)r«;;otown and over the most advauta- 
<>(M)us «xround for prospect trou^ht tlie(iraiid City, with 
a inidle way paved for heavy carria«j:e and walk on 
each side phinted with doubU^ Kows of trees to tlie 
end that by niakin«r it a conunnnication as a<i:reeable 
as it will be convenient it niav the more induce the im- 
provement of either [)lace all alon<ji: and prompt the 
citizens in both to Exertions to shorten tlie distance 
by bnildinjxs insensibly affi ct the wished junction and 
compleat a street laid out on a dimention proi)ortioned 
to the greatness which a city tlie ("apitale of a power- 
full Emjjire ou^ht to manif(»st. 

In viewinji: the Intended Establishment in the light 
and consid(*rin*r how in progress of time a city so hap- 
pily situated will extand over a large surfa<*e of 
< Ground, much deliberation is necessaiT for to deter- 
mine on a i)lan for the total distribution and conceive 
that plan on a sisteem which in the mean while as it 
most HMuh^r the phue commodious and agreeable to 
the first s(»ttl(»r in it may be capable of having made a 
part of the whole when enlarged by progri\ssive im- 
provemiMit, the which to be made agnvable to what 
will tirst have biHMi erected and preserve tlie similar 

c(UTespond(»nc(» with what mav onlv be intiMidtMl should 

I • • 

be foreseen in the tirst deliniation in a grand pland of 
the whol citv combined with the vairious ground it will 
cov(»r and with tin* i)articular circumstance of the 
countrv all around. 

in en<leavoring to effect this it is not the n^gular as- 
8emblag(» of hous(\s laid out in sipiari* and forming 
stre(»ts all parrallel and uniform that is so mn-essary 
for such plan couhl only do on a widl h^vcd plain and 
W(»re no surroun<ling objiut b(ung intcM'esting it be- 
conH» indilTen^nt which way tin* opiMiing of stri^et may 
be directed. 
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but on any other j»:roun<l a plan of this sort most be 
(h»f(Mtiv(» and it never would answer for anv of the 
sjMits proposed for tlie Fed(»ral (Mty, and on that held 
hen* as Hu* most eli<*:ibh» it would absolutely annilate 
every of tin* advantage (Miunn^rated and the scn^in*; of 
which will alon(» injim* tli(* sue<(*ss of th(» undi^rtakinjij. 

such re;::ular jilan indeed how(»v(T answ(»rable as 
they may app(*ar upon paper or seducin*:: as they may 
hi* on th(* lirst aspcMt to tlu* (\ves of some ])et)ple most 
ev( n wIkmi applayed u])on the ^rounj th(* best cah'U- 
lated to admit of it b(*com(» at last tiri^sonn* and in- 
sipide and it nev(»r could Ix* in its ()rri<::in(» but a m(*an 
continaurc of sonn* cool imaj^ination wanting:; a s(mis(» 
of the real ;:i'and and trulv 'oeautifull oulv to Ix* m(»t 
with wen* natr.n* cnntrihut with art and div(*:*sifv the 

<d)jccts. 

I: i> iM'IifViil t!i;ii \\\\< vv\H\\'\ w.-is ilclivn. d \i\ Pn'sitlnu \\'nsh- 
iii;;tnii ill <H niu't't.iA n. .M;ir«li 'jc,. ITIH. 

.I<»iiN SiKWAirr. ('. K.. 
Ill <luir;ri' lit' njM-(»!«I<. nilirr ni" riiMif Itiiihl'.iii:^ .-liul JJrniiiuls. I)«'c. 

14, ISIJS. 

(li:ou«;i:'i'owN, .///// 22--17!n 
Siu. In framing the plan lu»rc ancxed, for the for th(» 
ini< mil d I'cdcral t'itv I !c«:r(»t(*d much bcin*; indcrcd bv 
fin* slnrtncss nf time frnm making any pjinicuhn* 
<Irawin^ of tl'c si'v«*ral hnildin«:s sijuars and ev<*rv 
fither imp; nV( nn-ni »vM(l» tl:c s;n;illiii >s nl' iln* scale 
of the ;M*n«*i-:ii map in;^ei her w ii h the Imrry \viil» wliich 
I had it dravNii i-mild not jid'iiii oF haviiii: sn loi-riM-tlv 
lay down as nece>sai-V to ;;ive ;i \y.\'U v\ I. ha nf dn* el- 
lect of tile \\ ''ole in I In* e\eriili<»n. 

Mv whole atieiiti'in \vn< ;!iven t«» the cnmoiiialinn 
of the mineral disiriioif inn nf iIh* i:r.iiid Inr.il n*^ in ww 
obj(*ct of most immediate nooiieiii ;ind nf impnrianee in 

this I vi«*lded t»\e:v nljul rn||>i.|t ; ;if imi iiihl liaVf in 
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i-onsefineuce to sollicite apfaiii your Indulgence in sub- 
mitting to you my Ideas in an incomplete drawing only 
<-orrect as to the situation and distance of objects all 
of which were determined after a local well ascertained 
having for more accuracy had several lines run on the 
ground cleared of the wood and afterwards measured 
with posts fixed all along, to serve me as certain bases 
from after the which I might arrange the whole with 
a certainty of making every part fit to the various 
grounds. 

having first determined some principal points to 
wliicli I wisluHl making the rest subordinate I next 
made tlie distribution regular with streets at right 
angle uurih-Hunih and vn^i wisi but afterwards I opened 
others on various directions as avenues to and from 
every principal phices, wishing by this not niearly to 
contrast with the gem^ral r(»gularity nor to afford a 
greatt r variety of pleasant si^ats and prosjiect as will 
be obtained from the advantageous ground over the 
which the avenu(»s are mostly directed but princii)ally 
tt) connect (»ach part of the citv with more* (»fticacv bv, 
if I may so express, making tlu^ real distance h^ss from 
f)lace to place in miMuiging on tln^n a rt^isprocily of 
sight and nmkiug tii(MU thus stHMuingiy connecttMl ]>r(»- 
ujot a rapidi* stelliMuent ovcm* the whoh* s(» that the 
most Vemot may becom(» an adit ion to tin* prin«i|»al 
whilt* without the h(dp of tlM»s(» divui-g<»iits coinmuni- 
rations such s(»tl(MU(»nts if at all attemi)t(Ml would b* 
languid, and lost in tin* Kxtaut would IxM-ome (l(»tr(»- 
meutal to tl*(» main establisliuKMit. 

Several t)f thes(» av(»nues \\k^v\> also nec(»ssarv to c^lTect 
the junction of of s(»v(»ral out road which I concluded 
rsMMitial to bring centi'al to the city in rcMnlering tlH»s(* 
road shorter as is don(» with resptnt to the blad(»nsbnrg 
and Kastt*rn brancht* Koad mad(^ abov(» a mile shor((»r 
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besides the a(lvaiita<::(* of their leadin}; from the direc- 
tion }!:iven inuiHHliately on the warfs of Georgetown 
without passin*:: the hilly ground of that place whose 
agrandissenient it will eonseiiuently cheek while it 
will accelerate those over Wik creek on the city side 
the which cannot hc^lp spreading soon all along of 
tlH*se avenues forming of thenis(dv(*s a variety of pleas- 
ant ride and being con»bin(Ml to injure a ra])ide Inter- 

cours(* with all tbe i)art of the (Mtv to which thev will 

I • • 

s(*rv(* as do(\s th<» main vains in th(» animal bodv to 
diffusi* lif(» through smaller vessels in (|uick(Miing the 
active motion to the heart. 

as to on what point it is most expedient first to 
begone tin* main p]stablishm(Mit, I bcdieve the question 
may Ik* easily re|)ly if not vi(»wing by part embracing 
uml(*r om* sight the whole (»xtant from the Eastern 
branch to (i(M)rg(Mown and from the branch on the IN)- 
towmack across toward the m<nintains. for consider- 
ing impartially this whole* extant and reflecting it is 
that of the IntiMided city than only one position will 
appear capable of promoting the rapid agrandizi^ment 
and s<»ttlenHMit of the* wh(d(». 

across the tiber of above were the tide wa((*r come 
lay C4»rtainly th<» elligible spot to lay the Fouuilation of 
an establishment of flu* nature of tin* one in view, not 
because this point IxMUg c(»ntral is most likidy to dif- 
fus(» an Kquallity of advantages trough tin* whole ter- 
ritory and in turn to devise* a IxMietit propotional to 
the rise* of its value* but be*(ause* the* nature* e)f tlie local 
is sueh as will maele* e*ve»ryrhing e-oneur to re*nelf»r a se*t- 
tlement there pre»spe*re»us— there* it will ben<*tit e)f the 
natural jahnisie whieh most stimulate* e*stablishine*nts 
on eaedi of its oppe»se*el limits it will beMome* neee*ssarily 
the pe)int of reunie^n of both an<l soon be*come* popu- 
ieiuz. a canal being e^asy to ope*n from the eastern 
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branch aud to be lead across the first settlement and 
carried toward the mouth of the tiber where it will 
airain j^ive an issue into the l*otowmack and at a dis- 
tance not to far off for to admit the boats from the 
jrrand navi<i:atu)u canal from gettin**: in, will undoubt- 
edly facilitate a conveyance most a<lyanta<»eous to 
tradin<» Interest it will insure the storin*^ of marketts 
which, as lay down on the map, bein<x erected all alon<» 
the canal and over j^rounds proper to shelter any num- 
ber of boats will serve of ilart Houses from were when 
the city is <»:rown to its fullest extent the most distant 
markets will be su])j)lied at command. 

to these advantajres of first necessity to consider to 
determine* th.e s(»at of a City is added that of the ])ropo- 
sitions which there offer and the which are the most 
suceptible of any within the limits of the intended citv 
(►f l(»adin«:: to those <::rand imi)royements of publi(|ue 
magnitude and as may servt* as models for all subse- 
quent undertakin^ji: and stand to future ap;es a monti- 
ment to national jrenious and munificence. 

After much menutial search for an ellijrible situa- 
tion, prompted 1 may say from a fear of beinjr prt\ju- 
4liced in favour of a first opinion I could discov(»r no 
one so advanta«»eously to pvet the conjrressional build- 
injx as is that on the west end of Jenkins hei«::hts 
which stand as a pi^lestal waiting:: for a monument, 
and I am confident, were all \\w wood ch^ared from tin* 
•»round no situation could stand in comiietition with 
this, soun* mi<:;ht perhaps n^piire h^'<s labour to bi* 
rend(*red ajrreeabh* but after all assistance of arts n(»nc 
ev(*r would be mad(» so <»rand and all oth(*r would ap- 
l)ear but of secondary natnr(\ 

that were 1 determine the s(*at of the presidial pal- 
a<-e, in its difference of natun* may Ix* view of advan- 
tajr(M)Us to the object of atlinj:: to the sumptuousness of 
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a palace the convenience of a house and the agreeable- 
ness of country seat situated on that ridge which at- 
tracted your attention at the first inspection of the 
ground on the west side of the tiber entrance it will 
see 10 or 12 miles down the Potowniack front the town 
and harbor of Alexandria and staiul to the view of tlhe 
whole city and have the nu)st improved part of it 
mad(^ by addition to those grand Improvements for 
which the ground in the dependenly of the palace is 
to prop(»r. 

fixed as expressed on the maj) th(* distance from 
tlu* Congressional House will not be to great as what 
th(» ai'tivitv of business mav be* no m(\^age to nor from 
the ])r(\<id(»nt is to b(» made without a sort of d(»corum 
which will doubth»ss i)oint out the* i)ropri(»ty of com- 
mitt(» waiting on him in carriage^ sl'ould his ])alace 
b(* even contigious to Congi'ess. 

to mak howev(»r \\\v distance* l(*ss to otiier ()ftic(»rs I 
placed the thrcM* grand l)(»i)artm(Mits of State* contigous 
to the principle* J^ihict* and on tin* way hading to the 
('ongr(*ssional IIousi* the* gardi^ns of the* <mu* tog(»ther 
with tin* park and otlu*r improvement on the de])end- 
(*ncy an* conn(*cted wil'li the* ])ubli(|ui* walk and ave- 
nue* to the* (\)ngr(*ss Inmse* in a manner as most form 
a whoh* as grand as it will be* agre(*abl(* and convi*nii*nt 
to the whoh* city whicii form tlu* tlistribution of the 
local will hav(* an eaily access to this ]>lace of general 
resort and all along sidi* of wITk li jnay Ix* ])laci*d i»lay 
hous(*s, room of assembly, acca(l(*mi(*s and all such sort 
of plac(*s as may Ix* at t inactive t() tin* learn(*d and alToi'd 
div(*rsion to the idh*. 

I proposed continuing tin* canal much furth(*r u]) 
but this being not to b(* (*fT(*ctnal but with the* aid of 
lock, and from a l(*v(*l obtained of tin* height of tin* 
spring of tin* tib(*r tin* gr(*ati*st facility b(*ing to bring 
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those waters over the flat back of Jenkins I gave the 
more readily a preference to avail of this water to sup- 
ply that part of the eity a^s it will promot the execution 
of a plan which I propose in this map, of leting the tiber 
return in its proper channel by a fall which issuing 
from under the base of t^he Congress building may 
there form a cascade of forty feet heigh or moiv than 
one hundred waide which would produce the most 
happy effect in rolling down to till up the canall and 
discharge itself in the Potowmack of which it would 
then ai)pear as the main spring when seen through 
that grand and majestic avenue intersecting witli the 
prospect from the palace at a point which being seen 
from both I have designated as the proper for to erect 
a grand Eijuestrian figure. 

in the present unimproved state of the local it will 
appear that the height were is marked that monument 
dose intercept the view of the water from the palace 
and in fact it is partly the case but it most be observed 
that having to bound the entrance of the tiber at the 
breadth of a canal of 200 ft. which is the utmost 
bivadth that can be preserve to avoid its being drained 
at low water, it will reijuin* much ground to be trown 
in to feel up, and at least as much as will triable to 
levell that point of h(Mgh ground b(^tW(»(M» the tiber and 
P Yong House to almost a l(»vel wirli tlie tide water 
and of cours(» to procun* to the palace* and all otluM* 
houses from that placi* to congress a prospect of the 
Potowmack the which will acquire new swithess being 

laid ov(*r \\w gn^iMi of a ticdd W(dl levc^l and made 
brilant bv shad(» of f(»w tr(»(» artfullv i)lante(l 
L am with respe<tfull submission 

Your most humbh* & ob(Mli(Mit s(*rvant, 

P. (\ I/Km ANT. 
P(r 

To the LM*esid(*nt of \\w rnit(»d States. 



3S Rccot'ds of the Columbia Ilisfofica I Society, 

(iKou(;ktown, Auffusf 19 — 17J)1 
Sir. Tho hij^^lnvst of my ambition j»ratiti(Hl in liaving 
mot witli your ai>i)rol)ation in t.lu* [)roji»c( of the plan 
wiucli I have now the Honor of presenting to yon agree- 
able to your (liriH'tion. Still leaving me something to 
wish for until I set^ tln^ Kx(»eu(ion of that plan effeetod 
to the* full attainment of your objcM-t. 

I shall hvvo beg tln^ p(*rmission of fixing for a mo- 
mc^ntyour att(»ntion on matttM* which 1 eonecMve of most 
imi)ortanee to tin* advanei^nnMit of tlu» busim^ss. 

Th(* Inspection of the anexed map of dotttnl lines 
bcMug surticicMilly (»xj)lanjitory of tlu» iirogrt^ss made in 
till* work will I hoi)e h^avi* you satisti(»Hl how much 
nu)r(» has b(H'n doni* than may hav(» Innnx exptH'ttMl from 
haiuls l(\ss (h^sirous of nnMMing your applause and I 
shall confine on this subjcnt with (^\pr(\ss tin* obligation 
I te(d to b(» under for the kindly aissistanci* giviMi me 

bv Mr Kllicott and to reinu^'^t if circumstanc(»s mav 

• I « 

admit of a (hday in the prosiHution of the business 
be discharg(Ml with on the* fronti(»r of (i(»orgi(» — that his 
going th(M*(» may be dilTc^rcul until tin* latt<M' (»nd of 
Nov(Mnb(M* n(»xt his assistance* till tluMi b(Mng most In- 
(lisptMisable to comph^at tin* work begon(* as is neces- 
sarv to hav(» a uumb(»r of lots for houscvs nu^asurcMl 
and mai'ked befoi*(* tli(» time* wluMi the* tirst sale is in- 
tended. — 

this busim^ss has prov(»d mon* t(Mlious than at first 
considercMl owing to th(» multiplisity of opiM'ations In- 
disp(Misabl(» to d(»t(M'mine tin* acute angU^s and inter- 
s(»ct lines with (exactness on jioiuts givi'u at gn^at dis- 
tanc(^s in which pivu-ess much dinicultii^s was incunt(»r- 
v{\ on acc(uint <»!' (Ik* great cucumlxM-ing of timber cut 
down in i^veiw direction tin* wliich tlu* proi)ri(»t()r are 
.awari* to ])r(»s(»rve and unwilling to r(»mov(* ami most. 
cons(»(piently incn^asc* obstacles in a way to a d(»gr(»e 
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as 1 am well coiiviuced will in the end eanse me the 
re«^ret of fallinjj: nuic'h short from what 1 propostnl an<l 
what is indeed most essential to perform previous a 
sale take plare. 

brought to the point as matters do now stand enough 
is done to satisfy every one of an earnstedness in the 
process of execution — and the spots assigned for the 
Federal House and for the Presid(»nt palace in exhibit- 
ing the most sumpetous aspect and claiming already 
the sufferage of a crowd of daily visitors both natives 
and foreigner ^^ill serve to give a grand i<lea of the 
whole, but nevertheless it is to be wished more may be 
done to favour a sale — this being to serve very little 
towards evidencing the beauties of local reserved for 
private settlements all being absolut(*ly lost in the 
chaos of felled timber without possibility to judge of 
the advantages of relative* ccuiveniency much less of 
agre(uuent, to be derived from imijroviMucMits intended 
in a surrounding local of which but f(*w can form an 
idiNi ev(Mi after insi)ecting a map. 

Th(» grand avenu conntMting botli th(* pahuc* and 
the FiMleral House will be most magniticiMit and most 
convcMUiMit, the stn»rts running W(*st of t'li(* upp(»r 
s(|uare of the Federal House* and which terminate in 
an easy slope* on the canal through the* tib(»r which 
it will overlook for the space* of about two mile* will be* 
be»autifull abe)ve* what may be* imagine*d — the)se* othe»r 
stre»e*ts paralle*l to that eanal, tJiose* erossing e)ve*r it 
anel whiedi are* as many ave*nue*s to the* grand walk 
from the wat<*r easea.le* unde*r the* Fe*ele*ral House* te) 
the I*reside*nt jjark and ele*pe*ndinly e*xte*nding te» the* 
bank of the* Pnte»wma(k, and alse» the* s('ve*ral s<inare*s 
or are»a sueh as are* inte*nele»d for the* Judieiarv Court — 
the natie)nal bank — the grand ehureh — the* play house 
— marke*t anel exehange* — all thre)ugh will e)fTe*r a varie*- 
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ty of situation uiiparalled in point of beauties — suit- 
able to every purpose and in every point convenient 
both are densed for the first ofset of the eity and com- 
bin(Hl to coniniand tlie h(M<::ht price in a sale. 

but as I observed before these advantages lost in 
the luiuberinji* of the h)cal and not beinjx possible to be 
niad(» p(M'^(ei)tible within the short i)en(Hl left — a sale at 
a luonuMit so premature* \vill not brin^ the ten part of 
what it will at sonu* niori* suitable si»ason after a roujsjh 
h(»wn of th(» proposed IniproviMucMits may helj) to the 
bet(«'r apiiHM'iatiu^' of tlu* mc^rits of situation. 

besid(»s a sah» made* previous tlu» j»eu(»ral plan of 
distribution of tht* city is madc^ publi(|ue and before 
the circumstaucc* of that sah» takiu<»* phicc* has had time 
to b(* known through the* wh(de contincMit will not call 
a suHicicMit (M^ncurn^nce and most be confined to few 
Individuals speculating- wautiu«»' means or inclination 
to improvt* and t'i'.i^ couse(|uem(» of a low sale in this 
firsi instance may i)rovt^ injurious to tin* subs(H|uent 
ones by serving as |n'eccd(Mits (o undiM-valuc* the re- 
maining lots at so much less in proportion (o the* h\ss- 
(Miin^' of i'dyanta*;(» of sitiuition— (ui another part I 
api)r(duMi(l lh(» uudeisaliu^ of lot.s far fi'om promotinj»; 
a s|>c((ly settlement and as nuiiiy piMipIc ar^u(^ of ^ain- 
in** friend to tlie establishment in inducin«» inlluencial 
men in those as may continue opposed to it to Ixn-ome 
interested in the pric(»s - will railuM* disgrace the whole 
busim^ss. 

it will I am couvinciMl fayor schems already encour- 
aj»(Ml in cons(M|uence of the medriM-ity of the deposit n^- 
quircMl— it will favour the plottinu of a number of de- 
si<j»*nin<»' ummi whom in (i(M)r«i('to\yn in i)articular arc* 
mort» activi* than i^vi-r and ust* of ev(M*y means to s(»t 
themselyes in a situation to cross the operation of tlu^ 
plan adopt(Ml — and whom in concert with society form- 
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iii<»- in Baltimore aud in other places unfriendly prom- 
ise to en«»ross the most of the sale and master the 
whole business. 

with those apprehension and seeing on another part 
nothing- to be j»:ained from a sale which at best if tak- 
in*:: place this s(*ason will only b(^ makinjj: the transfer 
of a most valuable pro[)erty into the* hand of speculator 
wjtiiout a prospect evcMi of derivin<» froui it a mean to 
eniia^e with anv security in tin* intcMidiMl work to 
whose tirst d(*mand a fund n\^tinji on the produce of a 
deposit most prove ina(le(iuati\ 

I concieve the [)ostponin<»- of that sah* a m(*asure 
which will b(* most exi)edi(»nt and advantau(u>us to the 
business, as it is constant but [x^oph* r(*aly inclined to 
l>urchase and earnestly dis])os(Hl to Erect houses will 
not b(* on this account disuaded from their coming on 
tin* spot tho for t^he instant disapoinled in the object 
«::ivin«» th(»m a bettiT idea of X\w local would I pn^ume 
rather serve to prompt th(*m to greater exertion aud 
tln^ i(l(*a which \\w\ will carrv back most greatly serve 
to Inlluence oth(»r to ccuue and to incn^ase a competi- 
tion for lots as the tiuu» when tlu* sale* may be ])ut off. 

this mi^asure in some resi)ect forctMl by circum- 
stanc(»s may I presume* take* place* consistantly by al- 
leging th(* fact of an impossibility of having matter 
ready for it — owing to the nec(*ssity of taking the prev- 
ious and n(M(»ssary st(*ps of making an (*(|ual division 
of property between the* ineliviehml e)wne*r and the pub- 
liepie*. 

rhe* impe)ssibility e)f ele)ing this will neit emly re*sult 
fre)m the elittie'ultie*s e*ne'ounte*re*el in the* nu*suratie)n of 
lots but will nmst i*vielentlv from a e*ircumstane*e not 
yet me*ntioneel e)f the* pre)prie*te)r e)f te*rrite)ry having not 
returneel the survew e>f the*ir posse*ssion as was re*peat- 
edly re(]uired e)f them anel whie-h th(*y deedined to do 
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until disputes aiTosed among them respecting to boun- 
dary are settled, this not likely to be so soon done 
most perelnd for some tinu^ from making the necessary 
division of property and will pri^vent the divising of a 
mod(^ to effect that of those lots which will be found 
laid across the lines of two or three different territory 
wiiich most be fri^iiuMit on account of the hisavory way 
the whole prop(»rt,v is intermingle<l. 

ConvinccMl no \\\\w will Ix* found lost for to procure 
the n(»c(»ssary accomodatiini for Congrc^ss my intinuicy 
with plans aln^a.dy forming ndating to establishnuMit 
on th(» Eastern branch — on tlu* pro[)os(Ml canal and in 
various other parts made* ine not (»sitat(^ in asertiug 
that settlenuMits will soon b.* spi^ead through — provided 
a diu^ attention is givcMi to \\w carrying on and spinnlily 
in (»very part of thos(^ imi)rov(Mn(Mits as are combined 
conv(Mianc(^ and ai»reabl(Mi(»s of those* most distant sit- 
nation as th(\v an* meant to l(*ad to tin* sumptousness of 
the mon* central. — when 1 obsc^rve — [>rovid(Ml a due at- 
tention is given it is because* notwithstanding I indulge 
tin* l<U*a of s(*(*ing soini tlu* progn^ss of Ww (»stablisli- 
nuMit IxM-onu* tihe wonder of all, I am sensible of the 
C()nse(|U(Mices of a sche(*k its progress may r(*ceiv(* and 
am w(dl piM'suaded tiiat Individual (*X(*]Mions will wait 
the signal and mo(hd their pi-occss on the* s])(*rit with 
the which tlu* i)nbli(pic busin(*ss shall b(* conducted. 

it bi*ing then^fore (*sseutial to begin well and with an 
assurance (d* continuing wir.h a ])r()gi'i*ssiv(* degree* of 
activity to b(» had- -considering that a relaxation of mo- 
tion would gr(*atly mon* iujun* the business than will a 
delay in mouving I to this cITect- -under the h(*ad of 
publick t(»rritory conceivi* it imi)ortant not to contine 
the Idea to the eriM-ting of a Congress Il(nis4* and a 
Presidential [)alace oth(*r (*xertions being n(*cessary to 
prompt and enlarge private* undertaking. 
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them alone can form the establishment enswerable 
to its objects, and to rise the citj' a city in fact it is in- 
dispensable to consider every of the improvements pro- 
posed in the plan as being part most essential to the 
framing of principal and however dilTei*ential and in- 
connected as they may appear to effect them at a same 
time and with a proportional degree of dispatch. 

it is most essential to pnsh with the utmost activity 
every improvement as may serve to marcantile Interest 
the canal through the tiber across to the eastern branch 
were an additional branch of it is marked in the plan, 
is of absolute necessitv to determine and Insure a 
speedy settlement in that part were it is most desirable 
to help the conveying of material to the tow grand edi- 
fice. 

the nmking of the publik walk from under the fed- 
eral House as far as it is carried on the potomac ami 
connected with the palace is an object which so ever 
trivial as it may appear to the eyes of many will be pro- 
ductive of as much advantage as the first mentioned 
objects in giving to the City at its first offset a supei!: 
iority of agreements over most of the city of tihe world 
as it will gaine one over tliem all in point of conven- 
ience of distribution after bringing the various Squares 
of area' to their Intended shape and giving a lingular 
and well combineil stop to and leveling every grand 
avenu and principle streets — beginning w ith the most 
transversal and were settlements are most essential — 
not however ending them were house end but indis- 
criminately extending those improvements all over 
adulterating them on those parts the less attractive to 
prompt settlements thereon. — no need b(Mng of hasten- 
ing to encourage them on more advantageous situation 
— the which it may be well to preserve until the great 
rise of their value make it worth the sacrifice. 
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tlu\se idi^a already held to your eonsideration and 
the whieli met your ai)|)roval at thc^ tirst bepnnin*]^ of 
(be busiuess — haviuj; din^cted uiy attention in divising 
a plan of dij^^tribution of loeal as I eoneeived to b<^ the 
best ealculatcd to this i^lTc^ct made me coneider an ap- 
propriation of the si^veral scpiares as on(* propose^l in 
(h(* phui to b(» allotcMl to (»aeh of rh(» individual states 
as also (h(^ makiu<» of a friM* donation to every partien- 
\{\v religious socicMy of a ^ironnd for House of wors'h a 
mov(» (nun which Intiniti* advan(a<»(^ most result. 

(su'h of lh(»s(» Kstablishments tho [>robably small at 
lirst beiiiji (Hiually disicMidiMl and nc^ar situatcMl I will 
by a «iradual accrosscment soon (MnnuH't and will from 
their bi\i;iniiin.t» ^^niw a chain of hnprovemiMit round 
th(» principle ])art of thc^ city which will i^xtend by a 
sca((*:in*;" of settlcnuMit all alonj»* of thos(» transversal 
and divurjLicnl avcnm^s were nom* of tln^m will be lost 
nor will be to distant from the Federal House or the 
Tri^sidiMii Palace. 

HtMwixt thev(* tow 10(litici»s in tlu^ streets from the 
(Jrand avenu to tln^ Palace toward the canal there will 
b(» a i)roi)(»r stand for shoj) --for nuM-haniipK* and every 
peo|de in various bnsinc^ss, and the stimulate* to builth 
housc^s in thosc^ |)art Ikmu^ so «ireat it is not to be 
doubtiMl that tluw will b(» i^rected conti«iious to each 
oth(»r and in a short tinn^ will increast* to a number suf- 
jiciiMit to afford a convenienci* in llu* intercourse of 
businc^ss and to [)rocur(* pro|>(M* acciuninodation to Con- 
^r(»ss membtM* and i^very ofliciM* and otiher p(M)ple at- 
tached to th(» executive. 

A marclu* so wholly difTenMit from tlu* ordinary way 
of forminj:: a town it is i>r(»sumabh* will mec^t with your 
oi)os'n and ln» much objected to by p(M>pl(» who will 
compute the accussenn^nt of towns i»xistin^ with and 
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draw Inference from them in concluding ajjjainst the 
idan I propo.^e. 

it will also — as far as it may affect speculation on 
publick property encite many to disclaim against, but 
upon the whole every objection as may tend to a con- 
traction of the operation of thi^ systenu* most lik<dy 
to arise from people interested in lowerln^i: the value of 
propiM'ty or ])(»rha])s lead fnun motives whose <»(K)d in- 
W\\X to X\w whole busin(\ss may be (|U(»stioni*tl I am in 
hope [)eople actuated from more indc^pendent principle 
will consider and that however pn^judice may blind 
them on the advantaj4:(*s whih» they Enunu»rate the In- 
ronv(Miiency in their Idi^a likely to result from the pro- 
cess — thev will own that a success in the attainment 
of the end the systenu* is <-ombin(*d to promott* would 
he most prosperous, and confident in that success I feel 
the more (»ncoura}^(Hl to submit my Idea therecm to 
your jud<;nient. 

as to the <iu(*stion as to what are the means necc^s- 
sarv and how to serurc* them I will observe* that those 
means must b(* (»xt(Misive proportioncMl to the mapii- 
tnde of the und(»rtakin«i: and that so ever lar«i:e as I con 
eiev(» they ouj»ht to b(* I consi<ler the* property at your 
disposal fully proportionate* to tin* (d)j(*ct if attcMitiou 
is j!:iv(Mi in nmnajxin^" it 

15,000 lots will fall in the shan* of the publick as half 
of th(» property l(*ft for improvcMucMits af((»r deduction 
made of streets and of <^round appropriattMl to publick 
property — thes<» lots will be of various sise from 66 ft. 
to 37 in front and from 4 to 7 in an acre — the sum that 
will arise from tin* sale* most b<* imnuMise but as I ob- 
serve<l it will onlv b<* if cautiouslv nui!Uii»(*d. for not- 
withstandinji^ tht* amount of th(»m lots most b<» Eno 
larory, I fear that umh^r this I(h*a and when un<ler- 
valuin^j: tin* Ma<»nitud(* of th<» work propostMl it may in- 
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(Incp to a prodijrality of those means in saling on low 
terms th<» most valuable proof of lots a circumstance 
which would in my opinion prove as destructive to the 
attainment of thi» j^rauil object as would a contraction 
of measure determine<l after a timorous survev of tlie 
mass of tlu» undertakin«r the* which is oflferinjij a laby- 
rinth of ditticulties would soon majrnify them to a diffi- 
dence of power to surmount. 

therefore it is of importance tin* whole matter 
shouhl be cont(Muphit(Ml cooly and to be even short of 
the time left to (dTtMt it may app(*ar not be huiried in 
to process nor to en«»:a<::(* in it but after havin;^ secured 
effertual mean to supi)ly tin* daily (»xi>(Miditure. 

those m<*ans at your disi)osal W(M*(* proportioned to 
the obj(»ct and 1 consider them so if other means are 
lirst secun^l to rise the property to its propter value. 

for to hiok u]»on that projierty at this moment as a 
mean of su|>ply and to us<» of this nn^an to d(»fray the 
lirst ex|M*ndif un* <if th(» be^iinnin^ of the work would 
indeeil bi* to expun«^<* all resource's befon* the* moment 
is rn:nr for availing of tlnMu. 

biM-ausr admiiiin;: the disadvanta^^JMUis terms of the 
sab* is advert izj'd as may ln» altrn^l and \v(»r(» suppoB- 
in;: Mji* sah* in Im* prndnnivi* frtim th<* lM»^innin;:: tlie 
prndurr mu<t br varlnus and a fund Jiifai'ly d(*pendin{j 
on it will iirvrr injiiii' a liandy supply lo daily <»xpen- 
diturra rijruiiisiaiH<* wMrh \vimiM iHMfssitatc a fre- 
<|U»»nt rl»an;z«* in tl"* iinnh' nf tnnduriinj: maitrr, would 
diday thr prn;:r<'>< iif wnik br;;im r<Mis«Mjurni ly occa- 
sion a loss and a misapplication of means and of time 
whirh ill ihr rouisi* of fVfiy j^rand nndrriakin;i: but 
most unadvoidably in oni* of rhf niaunitmh* of thai 
nndi r lonsid'-raiinii v, mild wni-k a di>^ip:ition of «»v<*ry 
mt'ans to an absnjnt<* di^^^apoint nicnr in iln* objiMt to 
.Mtain. 
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from those consideration a better seenrity of funds 
being necet<sary to combine a plan of operation the 
good of which can only be inferred aided by punctual 
payments and regular and plentiful supply of materials 
it is well expedient first to divise the necessary means 
considering that economic in a pursuit of this nature 
lay in being aided with mercerny hands with the power 
of pouring means there were they may accelerate the 
leveling of ditticulties fre^pient to encounter. 

Viewing matter in t/liis light and being convinced 
money is the principal wheel to give and continue the 
motion to the machine left to organize I shall make it 
the object of this address to call your attention on the 
advantages which may be expected from borrowing a 
bum on the credit of the property itself. 

under the facilitv of a loan no hurrv being to dis- 
pose of the lots since a possibility may be for the pub- 
lick to erect houses for private accomodation which 
would be a measure but expedient and beneficial — it 
will become possible to appropriate a sum to each par- 
ticular object to perform and to <*arry on a regularly 
and at a sanu^ time ev(»ry of those object forwarding 
them yearly in proportion to th(* money alloted fop 
them n^spectively 

in that wav evcrv improvtMutMit mav be easilv com- 
pleated and without bcMug n»strain<Ml by little saving 
consid(*ration tlu^v mav Ix* i^arriiMl through the whole 
city Indiscriminatidy aiding and assisting every private 
undertaking were a recii)rocity of b(Miefit may ensue. — 
a mode of proc(»ss which 1 may v(»ntun* to ass(M*t would 
in the end bring thrtM* to om* for tin* mon(»v th(»v liber- 
ally expendtMl and which h(»ighly repaying for a loan on 
what ever t(*rms it might \w obtaincMl would by rising 
the reputation of the undertaking to a degnu* of splen- 
dor and greatness unpreccnhMited contribute most ef- 
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fectually to the increase of popiilatiou to the aeeriss- 
meiit of coiuerce and would in a short time rise the 
City one of the first the world will contain. 

it is in this manner and in this manner only I con- 
ciev(^ the business may b(» j^nducted to a certainty of 
the artainnuMit of that success. I wished to promot 
in th(* (hdination of a ])hin wholly new and which com- 
biniMl on a j^rand scab* will n^iuire exertions above 
what is rhe idc^a of manv but tiie whii-h not beiu": be- 
yond your power to procur madi* me promise the secur- 
ing of tluMu, as 1 remain assurinl you will conceive it 
ess(»ntial to [)ursui* with di<^nity the operation of an 
un(l(M'takinj^ of a ma^niUnh* so worthy of the concern 
(^f a <iran(l (Mn]ur(» in tin* comph^at achii^vtMucMit of the 
which tlii^ Honor of this is bcconu* so eminently con- 
cern and over whosi^ |u*o<iress tlu» ev(*s of every other 
nation cMivyinji the opportunity denyed \\w\\\ will stand 
jud^v. 

I have th(^ Honor to be with rc^-spect and submission^ 

Your most humble obedi(»nt servant, 

\\ (\ 1/1:nfant. 
IVr 

Tlu» Pr(*sident of tlu^ Tnited States. 



EARLY MAPS AM) SIKVKYOKS 

OF TllF 
(^ITY OF \VASlIIXOT()X, 1). (\ 

[Read befon^ the Society, Feb. IS, ISJC)] 
\\\ John St(^wart. 

Washinfi:ton City came into (»xist(4ic(» by an Act of 
Congress, b(»<»un and ludd at the City of Ni^w York, on 
Monday, tin* 4th day of January, 17!)(), entithMl, "An 
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Act for establishing the temporary and permanent seat 
of the Government of the United Stiites," in which, 
among other things, it was enacted: 

"That a district or territory not exceeding ten miles 
square, to be located, as hereafter directed, on the 
Hiver Potomac, at some place between the mouths of 
the Eastern Branch and Connogochcque, be, and the 
same is hereby, accepted for the permanent seat of the 
Government of tlie I'uited States.'- ♦ ♦ ♦ 

*'That the President of the United States be author- 
ized to appoint, and by supplying vacancies happening 
from refusal to act, or other causes, to keep in appoint- 
nuMit as h)ng as may be necessary, three* Commission- 
ers, who, or any two of them, shall, under the direction 
of tlie President, survey, and by proper metes and 
bounds, define and limit, a district of territory under 
the limitations above mentioned. And the district so 
defined, limited, and located, shall be decMued the dis- 
trict accepted by this act for the permanent seat of the 
CSovernment of the Ignited States." 

Under virtue of the above-ri^citcHl Act of Congress, 
approved July 10, 171)0, the President of the United 
States, by letters patent, bearing <late the 22d day of 
January, 1791, appointed Thomas Johnson and Daniel 
Carroll, of Maryland, and David Stuart, of Virginia, 
Commissioners. In a letter by PresidcMit Washington 
to Colonel William Dickens, of Georgetown, dated 
March 2, 1791, he statt^s, "an (Muinent French military 
enginei^r starts for Georgetown to exauiine and survey 
the site of the Federal city." 

The talented and memorable* Major Pet(*r Charles 
I/Enfant, fornu^rly a FrtMich engineer ofticc^r, who had 
served honorably und(*r Geiu^ral Washington during 
the Kevolutionary War, was at this tinu* established 
in a very profitable business as a civil enginen^r in the 
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city of New York. Messrs Audrew and Benjamin Elli- 
eott and Isaac J\<)l)(*rdean, as assistants, arrived at 
(ienr<;et()\vn on Febniarv 4, ITIU. Their pay coni- 
nuMircMl on that dav. 

I/Enfant says, *'That throu^rh Pr(»si<lent Washing:- 
toii's iir^<Mit (h»sir(* t<i devote* his entire ener<:;y to fix 
the sitis pn^pan* th(* phin, and nnch^rtake the* en<::ineer- 
in;: of the F<»d(*ral <^ity, he j;av(» np his business, his for- 
tuiKs in X(MV York (Mty, without a thon}::ht of compen- 
sation, o\vinj»: to his confidenci* in \\w IMvsi(h»nt." He 
arrivcMl at (MM>rjietown on March W, 17!)1, and imme- 
<liai<»lv set to work making:: a u(»n(*ral snrv(»v of the ter- 
rilory and preparinj:: a vohiniinous n^port to the Ex- 
ecutive, in which he pointed out that **th(* water-side, 
from th(* mouth of the Eastern Hramh at Carroll bor- 
iMi^ih, as far up as Evans Point, a distance* of above 
thre(» mih*s, tin* fre<|uent windinj:: of rhe shon* from 
nianv natural \v(*t dock which, for not havinu* (*v(*rv- 
wlu*re a ;rre;it depth of water, nevcMtlndess could be- 
come very convcMnent for tin* (*stablishin<:: of naval 
store and for arsenals, the which, as W(*ll as wan^house 
for merchanimen, mi^dit saf<*ly be rais<Ml on the wat(*r 
<M|;rc without fear of impeding: the ]U'os|)(Mt from on the 
Ileij^h tiat beliiuil there wej-e the level ;;round on the 
water aud all round were it deseeml, but nitist particu- 
larly en that part terininaiini: in a ri<l«:e to Jenkins' 
Hill, aixl I'Munin^ in a paralh-l witii and at half mile 
f)fl from the l{i\»'i- Polowmark, separated by a h>w 
ground inierserted with ihrer ;L:ran I sireenis. Many 
of lilt* ino>i desiiabli* pii<iiion< nlT«i* foi* to erert the 
[fUbThpH* editires thereon. I'rnm llifse hei;:;hl ev(»ry 
^rand buildinjz would rrar»wiih a inajesiitk aspect over 
the rounirv all round and miulit b»- ad\ antaiz^'ouslv 
seen from twenty miles «dT, wliih* ruutiiiuous to the 
first settlement of the riiy fhey would there stand to 



Proceedings of the Society, 51 

ages in a center point to it, facing on the grandest 
prospect, of both of the branch of Potowmack with 
the town of Alexandry in front, seen in its fullest ex- 
tent over many points of land projecting from the 
Mareland and Virginia shore in a manner as add 
much to the prospective at the end of which the cape 
of Clreat Hunting Creek appear directly were a corner 
stone (No. 1) of the Federal District is to be placed, 
and in the room of which a majestick Colum or a grand 
Peysamid being erected would produce the happyest 
effect and compleatl}^ finish the landskape. These 
in every resi)ect advantageously situated the 
Federal City would soon grew of itself and 
spread as the branches of a tre dos toward 
were thev met with most nourishment. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
having a bridge laid over the Eastern branch some 
were above Evans pt. there the natural limit of the 
i»astern branch mav be extanded while in its western 
extrimitv mav be included Georgetown itself which 
being situated at the head of (inind navigation of the 
Potowmack should be favoured with sanu* advantage 
of a better communication with the southern by having 
also a bridge erected over th«» Potowmack at the place 
of the two Sisters were nature would (^flfectuallv favor 
the undertaking. 

then lH»t\V(»en thos(* rwo jxiints b(*gining the settle- 
ment of the (iraud Citv on the bank of the eastt^rn 

* 

branch and promi^ting the first ImprovenuMit all along 
of the lleigh flat as far as wen* it (Mul on Jenkins' Ilil! 
\\ouhl place tin* City CtMitral to tlu* ground h»ft open to 
its a«::randiscm(Mit whii h most undoubtedlv would bi* 
rapid toward both (^xtnMuity, |)rovid(Ml m^vertheless 
that attention be* paid imnuMliatc^ly on laying th(» tirst 
out line of the establishmcMit to o]>(mi a direct aiul large 
avenue from the bridge on the* Potowmack to that on 
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tlio eastern branch (he whieh shouhl be well level 
passing* a cross (ie()r<»:(U()wn and ovcm* (he most advan- 
(aj»(M)ns «»r()un(l for prospect (hronj>h the jrrand city, 
with a wide way pave<l for lieavy carriage and walk, on 
(*acli si(h» planted with donble rows of (re(»s," drawing 
the I*r(\siih»nt\s atti^ntion (o nianv o(h(»r natnral exist- 
in<» formations of land and watiM-, recjniring but li(tle 
expiMisc^ to maki* thi* site of a l'\Ml(»ral (M(y on (he Po- 
tomac I\iv(»r, b(»(ween th(» KasttM'n Branch and (ieorge- 
town, i)roi)ortionat(» to tht^ <;r(^atness of a city where 
the ('apit(d of a powerful Empin^ ou^iit to exist. 

On .June 22, ITIU, hc^ stated to th<* Executive: '*Iu 
framinji the plan hen* annexed for tlu* intended Fed- 
eral City ♦ ♦ ♦ njy wh.olc attcMition was <4,iven to 
the contribution of tin* ^j^cneral distribution of the 
uround local, as to an object of the most immediate 
momiMit, and have in conscMjucnce to solicit your indul- 
;icnc(» in submittinjL» my ideas in an incompl(»t(» draw- 
inji:, only correct as to (he situation and distanc(»s of 
trbjcM'ts. ♦ ♦ ♦ j ij(»xt made tin* distribution regu- 
lar, with stre(»(s at ri»»ht anj^h^s, north-south and east- 
west; but aft(Mwards I oixmumI others on various direc- 
tions as avenues to and from (»very i)rinci[)h» place*, to 
which (hev will serve as does (he main veins in the 
aniniiil bodv to dilTusc* life through smaller vc^ssels in 
iiuickenin<»" tin* active motion to tlu* heart.'* 

In (his and in his first report he recomnuMnls as sit(*s 
for the rnit(Ml States Capitol and for the Tresident's 
Palace*, (h(* <^rounds whereon (hose* buildinjiis now 
stand. Ill* submitt(*d this n*port to tin* l*resident at 
<i(*or«»(*(own. 

On Anj;'ns( 11), 171)1, l/Enfant wrote* the* Pre*side*nt, 
saying: "The* ln<»lu*st e>f my ambitie>n j»Tatitie*d in liav- 
inj»" nH*t widi ye)ur api)robation in the* i>re)je*ct e>f the* 
plan whiedi 1 have^ ne)W (he* he)ne>r e)f pre*se*ntinj:: to you. 
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altereil agreeable to your directions." This was his 
seioud plan, and he pivpared an exact copy of it on a 
larger scale, which was designated, "L'Enfant's Large 
Outline Plan (a) of the (Mty." (See p. 53.) It was used 
by the surveyors in laying out the city, and from it was 
copied the plan from which the first sale of city lots 
was made, on the 17th, ISth and lOth of October, 1791. 
This copy (b) coniprehendinl all the scjuares and num- 
bered (a, p. 57) within K stret^t on the north, F street 
on the south, 21st street on the west, l(>th and 17th 
streets on the east, fr^m Pennsylvania avenue, lie em- 
ployed Stephen Hallet, an architect in Philadelphia, 
(the tirst architect of the United States Capitol), to 
draught a copy of his said large plan, which, with an 
essay on the city prepared by himself, he was to have 
published in Paris, expecting large returns from its 
sale. 

On September 9, 1791, tlie Commissioners wrote Ma- 
jor I/Enfant, stating: *'\Ve have agreed that the Fed- 
eral District shall be called 'The Territory of Colum- 
bia,' and the FtMli^ral eity 'The (^ity of Washington.' 
The title of the map will therefore be, 'A Ma]> of the 
Citv of Wa^hini»:ton, in the District of Columbia.' 

"We have also agreed the stre(»ts be named alphabet- 
icallv one wav an<l numericallv the other, the former 
into nv)rth and south lettei^s, the lattt^* into east and 
west numbers from the Capitol. Mr Ellicott will soon 
furnish you the soundings of the waters, to be incerted 
in the map. If you have no contrary directions, we 
wish about 10,000 of the maps to be struck on the 
best terms and as soon as possible.'' 

September 21, 1791, L'Enfant was re<juosted to have 
sufficient clay for 3,000,000 brick taken out from the 
foundations of the Capitol and President's house. 
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Sc^pt ember 24, 1791, L'P]nfant was instructed to di- 
rect (liriH^ hiindrcMl copies of his plan of the Federal 
City to be transmitted to such parts of the Northern 
Stat(ss as h(» may think proper. 

October 22, 1791, I/Enfant is requested to search 
alon^* the hinds n(»ar (he Potomac river for three acres 
of hind, w(»ll stoned witli free-stone, and to purchase 
the same for the Unit(Ml Statt^s. He accordinj^ly se- 
h'cted and purchased Wi<j:<»inj» ton's Ishind, on Aquia 
Kun, County of Stafford, Va., on l)<»c(»mb(T 2, 1791, 
which contains tw(dv(» acr(»s, and is still (lovernment 
[iroperty. 

It was his scHond plan that Pn^sidcMit Washinjijton 
laid bef()r(» Coni»r(^ss on l)(»c(Mnb(»r V*\, 1791. 1/Enfant 
was instructiHl by the Pri»sid(^nt to clear away all ob- 
structions in th(» way of his surveying lines. Mr Dan- 
iel Carroll, of l)uddin*»ton, commenced to build a house 
directly upon one of the* principal lint^s, and L'Knfaut 
notiti(Ml th(» buihh^r that such was thi^ cast*, and inti- 
mated that should i\\v hous(» be built. In* would order 
it tak(Mi down. Tin* housi^ was partly built, but L'En- 
fant k(»pt his word, and did hav(^ it tak(Mi down on 
Tu(»sday, thi^ 22(1 of NoviMubt^r, 1791, and having:: done 
>() without consnltiu}:: the Hoard of Commissioners, 
they luM-anu* so indij^nant and j»avi^ such <»r(Mit: annoy- 
anc(» to tlu» lM'(»si(lent on account of that action as to 
rans(^ I/lOnfant to sevc^r his othcial connection with the 
rity on March (5, 1792. L'Enfant withheld his plan 
until tlu* Prc^sident prevailed upon him to taki^ it to the 
(Mij»'rav(»rs, and to siii)erintend tlu^ work of its (Mij»;rav- 
\\\^, Hespectinj:: tin* publication of this enj::ravinj::, he 
says: *'Aft(»r 1 j^fuerously ixM-mitted tlu^ completinjx of 
the enj»ravinj» and had lent manuscri[>t drafts, as were 
said wantinjx f<>i' cornet ion, those manuscripts were 
detained. Finding my nann^ erasinl from the title of 
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the map at the moment of publication, and leaving 
stand on it that of my assistants, I refused the revisal 
of the proofs in printing." Here ended his actions in 
connection with the beautiful city of his superb design. 
Who can say that Major Peter Charles L'Enfant's prop- 
ositions of 1791 for embellishing the City of Washing- 
ton, D. C, within its original limits, have not been 
carrieil out in course down to and in the year of our 
Lord, 1898? 

We are glad that though the mighty empire, which 
lie delighted to mention, has refused to rest his bones in 
a respectable cemetery, and mark his grave with a de- 
cent head-stone, there is a nobler monument still ex- 
panding — the Capital of his said empire, that will be 
more lasting to his honor than one of any other con- 
struction. 

At the time when L'Enfant withheld his plan, his 
former assistant, Mr Ellicott, went to Philadelphia, 
and, with the assistance of his two brothers, prepared 
another plan of the city from a copy he had of L'En- 
fant's. He wrote the Commissioners, Februaiw 23, 
1792, saying: "Major L'Enfant n^fused us the use of the 
original plan; what his motives were, (lod kno\\'^. The 
plan which we have furnished, I believe, will be found 
to answer tlie ground better than the large one in the 
Major's hands." This plan of Ellicott's was given to 
Samuel Blodget, Jr., to have it engraved at t.lie City 
of Boston, and it was engraved there by a Samuel Hill 
in 1792; a proof-sheet of it was sent to Secretary of 
State Jefferson at Philadelphia, who wrote to the Com- 
missioners on July 11, 1792, saying: *'I now send a 
proof-sheet of the plan of the town engraving at Bos- 
ton. I observe the soundings of the creek and river are 
not in it. It would be well to know of Mr Ellicott 
whether they were on the original sent to Boston. If 
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not, von will jirobably think it desirable to insert in this 
I»roof-slHM»t and send it to Hoston, addi*essed to Mr. 
Hlod<:et, nnder whose care the enj^ravinj^ is goinj^ on/' 
Mr Ellicott, havin*:: admit tt^l that lu* did not show the 
sonndinjis njjon his plan was directed to insert them 
Mpon th(» proof-shiM't ; bii .^rior to retnrning the* proof- 
she(»t to Boston, tin* (*n^ravin«» was nncMvcMl by Mr. 
Jc»fT(*rson, and his sonndinj4:s wen* n(*ver inserted 
rhendn. 

TIm» explanatoiy r(*f(»r(»n(e cm l/Knfant\s 1792 IMiil- 
adi*lpliia en«:ravin<», in which Kllicott's name is <;:iven, 
was place.l thcMe by I/lOnfant, who placcMl his own 
name* in its lc^(»nd, st- *•/>•/- lN*t<»r (1iarh*s L'En- 

fant." I»y withhcddinjx mic h»<;:(Mid. and ccnitinnin;* the 
n*fucncc, assistant Kllicott has becMi honorcMl at the 
<*.\jM»nsc <»f Ins superior, and conlirminj:: that honor by 
placing the sann* refcrcn<(» on his own Boston enji^rav- 
injr. 

The I/Knfant Philadelphia en;»ravin<; was tirst sold 
at Is. )<\(\.. anil lOllicott's Boston (Mij:ravin<i at 2s. (>d., 
slniwin;: which of tin* two was tin* bett(*r. 

As many pc«»ph» ixdicve, and as many afUrm, that 
the citv was orijrinallv snrv(*v(Ml and laid out from the 
VlWl l*hihhh»l|»hia «*n<iravinjr, I would say that said 
<Mi;;ravcd map was only a ^uidc or rule of action for 
lavinj:; otT the citv and to show th(» world how it was to 
be laid out, in aviMiues, str«M*ts and buildinjrs, and that 
tlH*re cxistiMl a special lar;r<» plan (b, j). r>i>) 
preparoil on tin* same ch^sij^i and jirior to that en- 
;:ravin;:, as alrca«ly stated, and in jiroof th(»reof an* the 
followin*^ n*fi*rcnc<'s: March 11, 171»2, St<*idien Ilallet 
prepareil a reihntion copy u|Mm silk froiu I/Knfant's 
jj:n*at plan, la, p. .">."».} Mr. Kllicott slates on ()ct(dM*r 
\X 171*2, ''Si|uan- No. 12S on orijziual ib, p. TitJ) I/Knfant 
plan, is desi<xnat(*d No. HJtJ on «*njiraved plans now in 
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circulation, that square was divided (October 19, 1791) 
accordiu^i: to the uuuiber on Major L'Enfaut's large 
plan." (a, p. 55.) 

March 13, 1793, the Commissioners requested Mr. 
Ellicott to return *'the plan of .the outlines of the city." 
(a, p. 55.) . ; 

On April 9, 1793, they ordered that the "Outline plan 
to work by-' be delivered in their office. It was deliv- 
ered there by Mr. Ellicott on same date, (a, p. 55.) Mr. 
Ellicott says, in his letter dated June 17, 1793, *'The 
plan from which we work''; and Isaac Briggs and Ben. 
Ellicott, in their letter dated September 20, 1793, say, 
*'We can give the number »*■ %uares in the city from 
^General Outline, or large Plaiij from which we work.' " 
(a, p. 55.) 

"Mr Andrew Ellicott having run a line from the 
Court-house, Alexandria, due southwest an luilf a mile, 
and thence southeast to Hunting Creek, to the begin- 
ning of the four lines of exiKM-iment." "The Commis- 
sioners, on April 15, 1791, attended by the surveyor and 
a large concourse of spectators at Jones' Point, and 
fixed a stone (No. 1, p. 51) at the same* place, it being 
the beginning of the four lines of experiment.'' On 
June (5, 1792, Mr Ellicott was ordered to lay out the 
lines of the District of Columbia. 

On January 1st, 1793, he submitted to the Commis- 
sioners "a report with his first map of the four limn^ of 
experiment, showing an half a mile on each sith*, in- 
cluding the district of t(»rritory, with a survey of the 
different waters within the* territorv." 

The Commission(»rs s(»nt a noised copy of this ivport 
and the plat to the [^resident, who r(»turned the plat 
for the purpose of having additions i)roposed by him 
shown thereon, and when so alti^red it was n^turncMl to 
the President, February 11, 1793. 

5 
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Messrs Antlrew, Josi^pli and Benjamin Ellicott and 
Isaac Bii^j^s, all surveyors of Washin^on City, were 
layin*:: off tlie iM»rnianent lines of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and paid .^1,050.00 for that work on Januaiy 

Mr Andrew Ellieott, beinj:: I/Enfanl's chief assis- 
tant, succeeded to the i)osition of head of the survi»yin^ 
depart im»nt immediately on I/Knfant's resijijnation; 
and when oripnal i)roi)ric*tor, Davy Burns, desijijnated 
him *Mh(^ Surveyor-(icMieral, with a numb(»r of letters 
to his name," was a fully qualified surv(*yor, as is evi- 
dent from L'Enfant's statenuMit of his work as «i:iven on 
1/Knfaiit's (»n.uraved Philad(di)hia Plan of 17S>2, and 
from the oiIhm* public surv(\vs he had don(» in other 
parts of tin* !'nit<Ml States. \W bad five iissistant sur- 
veyors (two of tluMu W(»rt* his own brothers, Benjamin 
and J(jst»pb lOllicott; th(» others w(*r(* Isaac Bnj^gs, 
iiMU'^i*' Fcnwick, and .fames K. DcMinntt), with the 
nec«'ssarv assistants for each survevcu*. Of tin* sur- 
veyors nameil, it is of iiuportanct» to iniroducc* tln» last- 
nanu'd, James K. I )crmntt, who, prior to his bc(*omin<x a 
city surveyor, wa^ a professor of some insiitution of 
learnin<; in the city of Alexandria, Va. lb* was highly 
recnmuieuded by om» uf tin* Commissioners, Dr. D. Stu- 
art, and was appniiited i»u Marcli 21, 17!»2. Sjion thero- 
afti»r the Surveynr-t leneial statcMl to the <'ommission- 
c»rs that Dermntt was tin* best and rcsnlic^st calculator 
he had exi-r miM. Ilnwiver, in tl»e eailv fall of that 
same y« ar he was sent by AiidiN»w lOllicntt in charjije 
of a few ecdnred men tn rUt tlnWIl trees and brush on 
Pennsvlvania av«-nue, and in ;i few ilavs he was dis- 
ehar;:eil. Dernmtt met Dr Stu.irt in \'ir<:inia shortly 
tlM»reafter, to whom he said: *'I hav«' been disrharged, 
and I am gbid of it, for the reasmi nf tin* imperf<»ct 
surveyin;r work now bein^ done in Washinjrton/' The 
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doctor requested him to make that statement before 
the Board, but this he did not do until a second request 
had been made of him by the doctor, and then an inves- 
tijj^ation of the tsui'vey work was instituted. Several 
'squares that had been returned were resun'eyed, and 
none of them were found correct, and the Commission- 
ers say, "Some squares were ivturned that never were 
measured/' For said reasons, Mr Ellicott, with all his 
assistants, was discharged on March 12, 1793. 

On April 9, 1793, the Commissioners prepared new 
rules for the Surveying Department, by which each 
surveyor Avas to delineate on a slip of paper each sep- 
arate square surveyed by him, to state thereon the 
name of each street fronting that square, and to enter 
the length of each side of that square in lineal feet and 
fractions of inches, with date and his signature. These 
attested slips were designated ''surveyors' returns." 
The citv was to be surveved in sections varving in size, 
as the Commissioners might order from time to time, 
those so surveyed embracing one hundred squares in 
some cases and two hundnnl and three hundi*ed in 
others. The ^'returns'' of these sections were drawn on 
^'section" sheets of paper, on the scale of 200 feet to an 
inch, and, together with the small slips or ^'sun'eyors' 
returns," were sent to the oflice of the (\)mmissioners, 
when* we again find Professor Dermott, who would 
from tlie "surveyors' returns" prei)ai'e another section 
plan, and this he would compare with the section plan 
re(*eived from the field. If he discovered any diflference 
l#etween the two he would report it to tlie Commission- 
ers; and when corre(*t or corrected, his was to become 
a large plat, which was to be considered as a record. 
^That plan is on file in City Surveyor's Office.) TTo 
also divided each square into lots on a sheet of fools- 
cap paper, on a scale of 40 feet to an inch; these were 
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si<»ne(l by the Conimissioiiors and the original prnprie- 
toi*s, and designate d '^divisions of scjnares;" each stand- 
ard h»t was to eontain 5,2(55 scjnare feet, and he was to 
keep in methodical order all ealcnlations of lots. Tht* 
snrveying formerly done was resurveyed, so that the 
snrv(\ving jiroper commenced April t), 1793. 

Mr Andr(*Av Ellicott was finally discharged on July 
11>, 171>3, having actc^d for only three months and ten 
days at the final resnrv(*v of the* city. He was suc- 
ceiMhMl on that date by Isaac Hriggsand Benjamin and 
Jus(*|)ji Kllicott, who, as th(» Commissioners aver, con- 
iinu(MJ, as Mr Andrew KlliccMi had pnnionsly done, 
chargingall th(*irown mistakes to Professor l>(*rmott\s 
gross ign(uanc(* and wickedness, and because* the Com- 
missioners did not discharge* Dcrmott tlu»y said that 
he iiad stolen a copy of 1/Kiifaut's nuip, and, witlu)Ut 
tin* ('ommission(*rs' knowledge*, adv(*rtis(*d in a news- 
paper, otTering s.">.OU to stop ilit* thi(*f, ami f(»r the ap- 
prehension of l)(*rmon. I'Im* plan r(*f(»rred to b(*ing 
on file during this time* in tin* oflici* of tlu* Commission- 
»*rs, ti!(*y diseharg(Ml Mr I5riggs on N<»V(*mb(*r 2, 17S>3, 
and also Uenjamin and dosepli lOllicott on January 2S, 
17JM. 

Ou |)eremlHT 17. 1711^5, tile ( 'ommission(*rs wrote, in 
n*|)lyi<i.Mr Andrew l-^llie-ott, staling, ''We have had no 
int«*rcourst* with iIm* l*iM*sideni or Mr delTerson on the 
IMate or Map of ihi* Terriiorv, and declin(* uoinii into 
that busiiu'ss wiili wIThli we Imve notiiing lo do." 

On August :?0, 17I»2, t In* Cnmmissioners direjied Sur- 
veyor Ceorgt* Feiiwirk to set u|» stoiies ;ii ceriaiii dis- 
tances in the uni'tii and south ;Mid cast ;iiid west lines, 
from which the city was hiid nut. t)u .Mar<ii 2r>, 17!M, 
they also rf*<|Ucsied the said Mr l'rnwi«k to h:»vc a 
large stoue letteliMJ *'1'hi' i»c;^iiiuili;^ cd' the 1'errilory «if 
Columbia/* pre|»aied and tixcd \\\ tin* iMginniiig of the 
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territory, in the presence of some of the gentlemen 
who were present at the fixing of the small stone now 
there. (Xo. 1, p. 51 — p. 57.) 

Surveyor Thomas Freeman succeeded Benjamin and 
Joseph Ellicott on March 25, 1794. He reported, June 
21, 1794, having carefully adjusted the center of North 
and South Capitol streets by planting four cut stones 
in that line, and that he had planted a large stone at 
Jones' Point in the i)resence of two gentlemen ((\)1. 
Marsteller and one oth(»r), v/ho were present at the 
planting of a small temporary boundary in the same 
place. This large stone had cut on it, ''The beginning 
of the Tenitory of Columbia,'' showing that the pres- 
<'nt stone, lettertMl as stated, is not the original stone 
placed there on April 15, 1791. 

FnHMuan n»portcMl on July 4, 1795, that the survey- 
ing of the city I'ad been c(>mph*ted on the* 25th of the 
pr(*c(Mling month (June 25, 1795), and that he hail fixiMl 
at Hock CrtHk, in the road leading from (i(»orgetown 
to Hlad(»nsburg, where a small temporary boundary 
stood, a large stone bettered, ''First Boundary of the 
City of Washington." "And from thence run a stn»et 
80 fe(»t wide, which bounds the city to the stMond boun- 
dary; th(» north si(l(» th(M*(M)f runs in the* center of the 
road; tliis strcM^t I jiroduced to \\w third boundary, 
where it falls into Fifteenth strciM (*ast, and with ]Kirt 
of Fifte(»nth and C stn*ets north, comphMes a str(M»t 
whirh bounds tin* citv from Ixock Cr(»(»k to tin* l^astorn 
I>ranch; the north sich* of tin* boundary stoiu»s stand 
in the north line of tin* stncM, so t]»at tlirs" stones 
stand in the citv." ♦ ♦ ♦ 

On Jun(^ 15, 1795, tlu* Commissioners "orden'cl Jannvs 
1\. Dcrmott to pn ])nr(» a plat k\\ llu* city, with i»V(M'y 
public a])])ropriation phiinly nnd distinctly dclincatcNl, 
iogetlM»r with the appropriation now madi* by the 
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WwwCi for the Xatioiial rnivcrsity and Mint." This 
is till* plan whicli was to b(» anm^xed to President 
AVasliin^iton's otticial instrnnuMit, datiMl March 2, 1797, 
and was afh^rward so ann(»xtMl by President Jolin 
Adams, on Jnly 2.*^, 171)S. \\ was (hvsioiiatiHl by the 
ConinnssioiuMs as tin* ^^Appropriation Map." This niai> 
shows WVl nion^ bnihling scpian^s in th(» eity than 
(^illier I/IOnfant's or Ellicotrs (Mij^raviMl maps. Of 
this n'ap Commissioiu^rs Scott, Thornton and White 
say tt) the Pn^sident of tlu» TnitcMl States, *'The I>(*r- 
niott maj) is the* eviih^ncc^ of pnblic i)roperty in the 
cily.'' Many c^xperts of th(^ jin^scMit (hiy attirmed that 
ii was pr(»i)ar(»d by Kllicott, nniil 1 prodnced tlie evi- 
denc(» <»iv('n on the* ni^w issm* of that ma]). 

On th(* completion of \\\\} city snrv(»yin<>', Jnne 25, 
l7J>r), Snrveyor Th.omas Fi-(*eman was n^cpiin^d to take 
tlu* l(»v(ds of tlM» city, lie* complcMcd that worlv on sec- 
tion |)lans c()i)i(Ml from Oermott's larj^i^ 17tK^^> map, and 
resijincMJ olhct* .Inly 7, 171M). 

On l)ecemb(M* 1, 171)(t, Prisidcnl Wa^hinj^ton wrote 
tln^ Commissiom^rs: **A nniversitv was m^ver contem- 
j)lated by Major I/Knfant in tin* jdan of the eity, which 
was laid Ixd'ore (^onj^ress; it had its rise* from another 
source. I'his plan von shall receive bv tlie lii'st safe 
hand who mav be uoinu in th(^ l^'deral (Ml v. I»v it vou 

« 1^ r^ III 

mav discoNcr ilhn. alinosi oblileraied) ilic^ directions 
j^iviMi lo the eu^ravei's by Mr. dclVerson wilh a pcMicil, 
wh.ai parts lo omii." On DcM-cmber .">, 1T!H>, ihe Com- 
niissienci's, rcpivinu lo ihc i*residcni, sav: **\\'e have 
r(M'ei\ed i/l^nfanrs plan v^\. the ciiy/' Tht»re arc s(*v- 
(»ral recorded n feicncc^ lo this plan as biMU*;* on tile in 
thcM'ommissioneis' oflice al dilVcrenl times down to re- 
c(Mil years. 1 found it thei-e in 1S7.*», and it is still there 
in 1S!)S, and is now lt)7 visirs old. 
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Freeman Wius suece<Mle(l by Xiiholas Kin*:: on Sep- 
tember 21, 17JIG, who prepared a ''larjjje map of Water 
.street," extendi njij from liock Creek eastward to ap- 
propriation Xo. 13, where the present jail stands. That 
map he h)dj;e<l in the oflfice of the Commissioners on 
March 8, 1797. lie resij-ned ofHce in favor of his 
father, Kobert Kinjj, Sr., on S(*ptember 12, 1797, who 
was a])pointed on the same day. 

♦lames Heed Dermott, whose acticms were highly ap- 
prov(Hl of bv all the Commissioners for six veais of 
aetive service in connection with snrveyinj:: and 
dranjihtinj; the plats of the eity, (piitted the City Snr- 
veyor's oflice Jannary 2, 1798. When Uobeit Kin*::, Sr., 
became the onlv existing Citv Snrvevor, manv houses 
wer<» being built in different parts of the city, causing 
the duties of tlu* office to be more than Jlr. King (*ould 
prop(*rly nuinage. He uscmI that as his reason for ask- 
ing the Commissionc^rs to ajipoint his son Robert as 
assistant surveyor. He was appointed as such on July 
1, 1899. K'obcrt, Jr., ])n*pared a map of the section of 
ground fronting the* jjresiMit State Di^partiUMit and 
SevcMitceiith strivt, showing tin* lot that was lo b(» cnn- 
V(\v(»(l to tlu* (2u<*en of Portugal; it is signed ''1\ King," 
and <hUed August, 1798. This plan is in tiM* oilier* of 
the ()ld(»st Inhabitants' Association of this city. 

The Ccmmissioners state in tln^ir Journal of Proceed- 
ings, under date* of May 4, 1802: **l\eport rec(»iv(*d from 
K(d)(»rt King with an alt(*re(l map of the city in con- 
formity to th(* directions of the Board, and according 
to the hirgc* majt of Wat(*r strtM^t." Both I{(d)(»rt King, 
Sr., and Jr., resigm d office* August 1-^ 1802. Nicholas 



King, the otluM* son of Kob(*rt King, Sr., was appointed 
a second time as Citv Surve^vor, about June 1, 180:^. In 
the office of Public Huildings and Cii'ounds th(»n* is a 
large portfolio, comprising sixt(»(Mi slun^ts, the li»gend 
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of which is: "The Kiii^ j)lats of the City of Washing- 
ton, in the District of Columbia, '• and upon its first 
pa^e or sluH^t is: *'Plan of the (Mty of Washington, laid 
down agr(H»al)ly to the Surveyors' Returns, by Nicholas 
King, S. (\ W., ISOa." I am obliged to say that 
Nichohis King could not i)r(*i)ar(^ such a jiortfolio dur- 
ing X\w time* h(^ was in oHicH^ in tln^ year 1803. There 
an* ui)on leconl no instructions to him to prejiare such 
a map. I havi* idcMitirted th(^ draughting of it as the 
work of Hob(»rt King, Jr., and said on the witness stand 
that I l)eliev(Ml it was the maj) n^ceived by tin* Commis- 
sion! rs from KoIhm'I King on May 4, 1S()2. 

A few of the h»V(»ling scu-tions of tlu» city b(»ar the 
nanu* of Nicholas King, but the stMtions themstdves 
wen* i)repai'(Ml in ITD^-tJ by Thomas b'nn'man, who was 
in otlic(» prior to Nicholas King, who died in oflice on 
May 12, 1S12, and was succetMlcMl by his brotlu^r, Itob- 
ert, on May 21, 1S12, who was in ollict* till June* 1, 1821. 

Having faih*d to recover the* I?oslon ])late, and being 
unabh^ to procure a printcMl copy of it, I (d)tained the 
lijan of one of its (niginal prints, and had it ])hoto- 
grapiied, on wliicli, as statcnl, *Mliere are no soundings 
shown upon it,'' and fnrt bernioi'o il is, as said of it by 
]\Ii* Kllicotl, '*<:nall('r than l/Ivnlanrs." 

1'lie IMiilad( IpMa plato bas the soundings upon it, 
and it is drposiicd at the I'nitrd States Coast Survey 
Oflico. 

Tl'o next engraved Mia|) of iho city is d(»signated the 
'MIobcrt King Map of the City of Washington." It has 
u])on it the following le^icnd: '\\ map of tin* City of 
Washington, in ih.e District of Ccdunibia, establisluMl 
as tln^ permanent Seat (d' CovernnuMit of (h<» Cnited 
Stat(»s of America. Taken from actual sui'vey, as laid 
<»ut on th(* ground. I'y Kobeit King, Surv(\vor of the 
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City of Washington. Entered according to act of Con- 
gress. Engraved by C. Schwarz, Washn." 

The earliest reference to this map that I have yet 
seen is the statement that a package numbered four, 
containing a copy of it, Avas placed in the cavity of the 
foundation corner stone of the (ity Hall, on August 22, 
1820. 

The next engraved map of the city is DeKraft's, 
which is dated 1833. And the next is a printed map 
of the District of (\)himbia, by Wm. Eliot, dated 1837. 

In reference to the next I (juote from the Congres- 
sional (Uobe, Vol. 24, Part 2, 1st Sess., 32d (\)ng., 
1S51-2, folio 1302: 

*'Mr Douglas submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

"/iV.vo/rcr/, That the Secretary cause the maps of the 
l)istrict of Columbia and City of Washington, and the 
plats of the squares and lots in the city of Washington, 
heretofore printcMl under an order of the Senate, to be 
bound." 

On p(»rusal of this resolution, and having seen the 
said bound document, a desire became urgent to find 
where were the engraved copper plates used in printing 
it. After a continuous searching for two y<*ars 1 was 
rewarded with success and dejxjsited th(*m in the C S. 
Coast Surv(*y ()flic(\ The copper phit(» used in printing 
Mr Ellicott's Boston plan of the City of Washington 
appearing in said documiMit, and now in the Coast and 
(leodetic Survey ()ttic(*, is an imperf<Mt rei)ro(lucti()n of 
the original plate. 

The large plans of Water str(*(»t, in twi^lvi* slun^ts, 
prepared by Nichohis King in 1T1>7, being th(* b(*st 
I»lans for defining WatcM* streiM, w(M-(\ with many other 
city plans, tak(*n out of the Coniniissioners' ottict* be- 
fore I became custodian th(»re. These hirg(» plans were 
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re(inir(Ml for iini)()rtaiit (lovcriinu^nt purposes, but they 
could not be i)ro(luciMl; ultiinatcdy I sucei*<Mled in ob- 
taining tlieni from a ji'entlenian wlio took them out of 
llie ottice twenty-six years prior to retUTuinfi: them. 

Tl'.ere is also a litlio^rai)lied maj) of tlie eity; its le- 
«»end is: ^^Maj) of the City of Wa^ihinjijton, in the District 
of Columbia, showing the lines of the various Properties 
at the* Division with tln^ ()ri<»inal Proprietors in 1792. 
Copyriji'hted by James M. Stewart, VVashinj^^ton, D. C, 
1SS4/' Many otlu»r mai)s mi<»iit be introduced, but, as 
Mr Marcus Haker has «»iven such a full list of them in 
a ])r(^vious pai)er, I (Ichmu those alone mentioned will 
sulhci* for th(* pr(*s<Mit. 

1 (h\sir(» to stat(* that th(M*(» is one record book miss- 
in}4, which I am, as yc^t, unable to recover, and I take 
th(* libcM'ty of r(*f(Mrin<i" to it in your presence, in the 
hopt* th.at bv vour vaiuabU^ assistance it mav be ob- 
taincd and n^tunuMl to wIumh^ it riglitly bclonj^s. It is 
the scM'ond volume of the CommissioncM's' daily proeeed- 
injis, contaiiiin;^ accounts of tlu»ir actions from August 
.*>!, ITtK"), to October 21, ITIHJ, in whicii th(^ minutes of 
fh(» nH(Min^s cd* I he Commissioners an* regularly en- 
ti*r(Ml and signed by them, ^Mlustavus Scott, William 
Th(U"n»on, and Ah^\ander \\'hit(\ Commissiom^rs." 

Th(» numlMM- of various iAiX section plans of Wash- 
ington Citv now in exisience are: 

Kleven in (dlice of Commissioner of Public Ibiildings. 

Kh»V(»n in otVice of i h(* Ohlest Inhabitants of tin* (Mtv. 

Thirt v-thret* in otlice (d' the Citv Surv(^vor. 

Fifty-om^ in the l*eier I'orce Collection in tlu^ V, S. 
<'ougressional Library. 

flaking in all lt)t). 

I desin* to corrcM-l some imperfect statcMutMits latcdy 
apjx'aring in luiblic ])rint, ami Uw tliat reason I state, 
lirst, that a Mr William Klliott, a civil cMigineer, emi- 
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jjrated from England in the year 1810 to tlie city of 
Wa^shington, where he became known as a celebrated 
teacher of algebra and mathematics. He was ap- 
pointed to a position in the Pension Office of the War 
Department, and being commissioned by the President 
of the Tnited States to fix the longitnde of tlie Capitol 
from (Ireenwich, England, on April 10, 1S21, he re- 
signed his position in the Pension Office on the 30th of 
that month, and completed his instrumental Celestial 
observations for the longitude on Februar>' 21, 1822. 
(its calculations were made by Wm. Lambert.) He 
built a frame house for a private observatory at the 
rear of his dwelling in March, 1824,* and on April 2, 
1824, he was engaged running a meridian line to the 
north of his observatory. H(» was appointed surveyor 
of the city of Washington in 1832, and continued in 
that office till his death in 1837. 

The first Ignited States Naval Observatory was 
brought into existence chJcdlv bv the efforts of the said 
Mr William Elliott. Lieut. L. M. (loldsborough, W S. 
N., was the first officcT who was plac(Ml in chargi* of 
that office in the Xavy DcpartmcMit, in the year 1830. 
Lieut. (iol(l>bcrough was succeeded in that year by 
Lieut. Wilk(*s, W S. X., who obtained pc^rmission from 
the Naval Conimissioners to remove \\w Observatorv 
offic(* to a small frame* building on a l:igh (devaticni 
that was located at the rear of Mr William Elliott's 
r(*sid(Mic(s No. 222 North Cajiitol str(M»t, situatcMl on 
tlu* west side b(*tween B and V strei^ts, and X. 5 d(*grees 
minutes W., 1,200 f(M»t (ncsirly) from tlu* c(Mit<»r of the 
(^ipitol, b(Mng the sanu* observatory as was built by 
Mr Ellicotr in March, 1824. 



• I'Yom his iinr«'s. in imsscssioii of Ills ^M*:iiuM;in;:lu<'r. Miss K. \\\\\ 
off. LMCi North ('ai>iu>l St. 
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Lieut. Wilkes was succeeded by Lieut. James M. Qil- 
liss, U. S. N., iu the year 1838, and continued in charge 
of the observatory till 1842. In April, 1841, he erected 
a massy obeli.^k of sandstt)ne, 18 feet hij»;h and 14 
inches square at the top, for a meridian mark, from 
the Observatory on Cajntol Hill. It was located on 
I he Heall property, 74 feet (nearly) west of the line of 
the west side of North Capitol street, and 35 feet (near- 
ly) south of the line of the* south side of North K street. 
It was ori«»"inally desi«»nated the '*(iillis Obelisk." Its 
sandstone material is now lyin«»* on tlie p'ound around 
its foruKM* ])osition.* 

ScH-ond — **Th(^ tirst McM'idian of the United States" 
intersects tlu» ciMiter of tlu* north and south basement 
(locirs of th<^ Pn^sidiMit's liousi^ as stated in Nicholas 
Kin<^V i*(^i)()i*t, dated OctolxM* ir>, 1S04, which is merely 
a rejjoit i)re|)ar('d by liini at tlu* dat(» it bears, describ- 
\\v^ how th(» said meridian v/as (»stabiisl!(\l on Septem- 
ber' 20, 171>3. II(» distinctly states in his said report, 
''In rnnninu' tin* meridian line and tixinti' tlu* st^veral 
jxdnts (Ml tl'ai lim» with t«Mn])<)i-ai'y posts driv(Mi in the 
*ii-ound, 1 acted only in (he cajjacity of assistant, con- 
t'o:'min<» (Mitirely to (he insl i-uelions cd* Mr Hri*»'*xs." 
* * * This Mr r»rimiis became one of (Im* (diief sur- 
\(\v<)rs (d* tl'e city, dnly 1!>, 17!K{, iind was discdiarj^ed 
Xovembei' 2, 17!)'>. 

In December, ISOl, Nicliolns Kin*:, was ihe only sur- 
veyor of the cily, and adds the conlirtnat ion, "It de- 
\()lves on mi* to describe* the modi* pnrsmMl in ascer- 
taining^" the* lines tin* i-e(inired intersect i(jns and replac- 

in<»" the* t<Mn])orary posts set in tlie «»rotind with stone 
and i)ier/' Doubth^ss foi- tlx* ])nrpose stated in his sen*- 

* I \\\\\ ir(l('bi(»)l to tln' coiirii'^y of I'lofi's^or Win. Ilarkin'o. l'. S. 
X.. IMrtM-tcr of ilu* V. S. N.jvnl ( >hsrrvaiorv, Wn^l'.inirtoii. D. ('.. for 
lli(» above siaUMiuMii. 
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ond endorsement, i. e., *^To be filed in the office of state 
as a record of the demarkation of tlie first Meridian of 
the United States, October 15, 1804/- A careful peru- 
sal of the report shows that it refers to two different 
})eri()ds of time. 

John Lenthall, a supi^rintendent under Latrobe at 
the United States Capitol, attests the account, |171.21^, 
for the materials and buildinjj: the meridian pier or Jef 
ferson obelisk, dated December 18, 1804. 

The pier was freijuently used by surveyors as a 
bench-mark, and as a *::uy-post for barjres and other 
boats; and, not beinjj: kept in repair, soon became de- 
molished. Findinjj: its stone scattered around in 1872, 
when extendin^: Executive avenue past that old land- 
mark, not only the scattered stones, but a considerable 
part of its upper foundation was used in the fonnation 
of that avenue bed. The old surface of the ground was 
resurfaceil to the depth of several feet, and the ground 
extended two hundi'ed ftH*t nearlv into what was for- 
nierly part of Goose Creek, thereby greatly altering the 
old ground surface. Two or more engineers tried to 
recover the foundation of the pier at different times 
about ten years since. The obelisk erected by X. King 
southwest of the National MonuuHMit, on the meridian 
west from the south end of the ra])itol, was removed 
in 1888 to the property yard of Public Buildings and 
Grounds, leaving nothing to mark its original p»)si- 
tion. 

And third — October 9, 18S9, I was instructed to re- 
cover the foundation of the said pier, and did so in th(» 
folJoNving mann<»r: Kunning a line due south by the 
center of the Executive* Mansion, by that of Virginia 
avenue, from Kock Creek, to intc^rstM-tion of my first 
line, point No. 1; by that of Virginia avcMiue, fnmi 
Eastern Branch to point No. 1; by that of East Capitol 
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street to point No. 1; and by that of Louisiana avenue 
(o point No. 1; all of the said lines intersecting each 
otlier very nearly, 1 lixed that point and excavated 
the ground about a foot eh^ar of the iK»g on its western 
side, to the d(»i)th of G feet (5 ineh(\s, and struck the 
west side of the ohl foundation. 1 then extended the 
said lines and tixed them 20 feet inches on each side 
of jH^g No. 1 ; tlien excavated a scjuare of eiglit feet and 
found point No. 1 was exactly jM^rpendicuhir over the 
center of th(^ foundation. Thougli using tlie courses 
iiKMitioned by Nrcliolas King, I did not know of the ex- 
istiMice of his rc^port till I acci(hMitaIIy found it in the 
State Di^partnient, January 5, ISDl. Tlu^ i)it was left 
oi)en for six wec^ks, so that all who wIsIkmI might see 
for thems(»lv(»s. During that time a granite block 3 
fe(»t W inch(»s by 2 f(M't inches by 2 feet inches, wt*igh- 
ing 2,1.*52 pounds, nearly, was i)r(»par(Ml; the old foundti- 
tion was takcMi oul, and nnd(»r it a lady's thimble was 
found. 1 have* not s(»(mi anything to confirm the state- 
mc^nt that *'it was pla(*(Mj thcTe by Mrs. Jefferson and 
was th(» r<»jison for dc^signating the obcOisk the Jeffer- 
son IM(»r.'- A ciMnent concr(»le foundation was laid for 
lh(* stone, on which it was set, standing 22i inches 
above ground, having on its w(»st face* tin* following in- 
scrii)tion: '^Position of Mc^ridian Post, iM-ected Se])tem- 
b(M' 20, 17iK5, and Position of tlu* JelT(*rson Stone Pier^ 
cr(M't(Ml l)ec(Mnl)(M* IS, ISOl; and l^ecovcnMl and Re- 
eriM'tcMl, I)(M"(»nib(M* 1, ISSO/" Jnsl as it was set in posi- 
tion, and befoi*(* \\w gronnd was h^vi^lled around it, I 
r<M-eive(l orders to lower it as at pr(»s(Mit, which ac- 
counts for no ins(i*i|dion being visible* abov(* ground. 

Finally — I wonld (^xplain how \ came* to hav(* llu* op- 
portunity to know what is njxjn rt^cord in ref(»r(Mice to 
(»arly mai)s and surveyors of the city, and say that 
when placed in charge^ of tli<» olllic<» of Commissioners 
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of Public Buildings, and all documents therein, in 1876^ 
my instructions were to peruse carefully all the books 
and other documents placed under my care, and to fa- 
miliarize myself with their contents. The Attorney- 
(ieneral of the United States sent me a letter, dated 
December 31, 1886, directing me to assist the Attorney 
of the District of Columbia in preparing evidences of 
the case, '^The United States vs. F. M. Morris et al.", 
with whom, and at which, I have been engaged down 
ro 1896, giving required evidences from the said rec- 
ords; their contents were fresh in my memory at the 
time I was asked to prepare this pai)er (except the few 
references to mv own actions in connection with sur- 
veying made in this city). All the other references to 
matters and persons were culled from the statements 
on file in this office (though by no means exhausted), 
purposely passing over some statements to avoid any- 
thing which might appear dishonorable in any person 
referred to. 



THE LENFANT MEMORIALS. 

The originals of these nieiuorials are the property of 
Mr lleurj' A. Willanl nf tliis <iiy, who seeured them 
by purchase at the sale of the collection of auto<;rapb8 
of the late Ben Perlv PiMjre. Mr Wilhiril has kindlv 
permiiteil iheni to be copied for publication in this 
volume Iff the transactions of this society. Their veri- 
fication seems to be conclusively established. All of 
them are markeil bv the lines of foldin<r and have the 
eudoi^^ement of ofKcial pajK-rs. To tliree of the docu- 
ments the signature of 1/Enfant is aftixed, and two are 
in his handwriting. The memorial dated Philadelphia, 
August 3Mth, IHH), and addivssed "To the Commission- 
ers of the rity of Washington," is not in his handwrit- 
ing ami is without his signature, but it contains refer- 
enres in others to which his signature is aftixed, one 
of which is in his handwriting. The memorial, dated 
Pbiladel|diia, Deiember 7, 1H>0, addresseil '•To the 
Honorable the Senate and the Ilononible the House 
ef Kejiref^entatives of the Tnited Stares of America in 
Congress assembled," and ••i>apei* ivfenvd to i>er memo- 
rial December 7th," and endorstd N«'. 1. and tlie •'State- 
ment of the case of I/Enfant, December 11th, 1800/' 
are in his handwriting and btnir his signature. 

These fa<*ts ami circunistames satisfy the Committee 
on Publication of tlie authenticity <»f th.e memorials 
and accompanying papers, and justify their publication 
as verified copies of the originals in j^ossessiou of Mr. 
Willard: 

To the Commissifait'rs of the Citv of Washin*rton 

PHILAPKLIMIIA .l//y//A7 ::^0/^ 1800 

A concurrence of disastrous cvtMirs rendering my po- 
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sitiou so difficult as to be no longer possible to with- 
stand unless speedily relief be obtained by collecting 
what yet remains my due: I trust the simple mention 
(if the case will justify an application to your Board 
and with Instance on the Subject of my late Concern in 
the affairs of the City of Washington. — 

I confided in the wisdom and honor of him whose pa- 
triotic views in giving birth to the Federal Establish- 
ment he knew my Zeal & Exertions were great to have 
forwarded, but at the present juncture, and since left 
with you Gentlemen to mourn the departed American 
Chief, thus at cmce missing the friend, and ju*incipal 
deiH^ndency in my cause, and of course became censur- 
able for too great a conlidence and libi^ralitj^ it will not 
Ik* exp(H*ted I can any longc^r forbear claiming Kedress 
for Injury when the feeling is rendei^d so acue and the 
ConsfMiuences distressing. 

I indeed indulged the hope that — though an ill Star 
would have me be driven from the grand Concern in 
the affair of the City of Wasliington too soon for the 
merit of my labour there having been made perceptible 
to vulgar Senses — still the all comprc^hensive mind of 
its f<mnder having adoi)ted my Ideas and esteemed in 
the develo[)ement of early attem[)ts the prnniiFe of com- 
plete suc(*ess would at this moment have acknowledged 
but the attainment (bi^ it of only the leading object) 
for all the changes of Agency that have been does not 
the less leave the public Indebted to me. — 

In the first place he knew, that — to my exertions your 
Commission owed the acquisition of means over com- 
mensurate with the Work to have supplied and by an 
oeconomy of which (on principles as were suggested) 
the City was at the end made a rich Cor[)oration — he 
knew that — I derived no profit by the transaction 
while the immediate result to others has bi^en a great 

6 
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Increase of their wealth from rise of jxropepty over a 
vast extent of territory, and if this Increase has not 
continued in a progressive ratio — if the business has 
proved more Complex than expected — ^if the progress 
has not been so rapid nor so brilliant and the resources 
were soon done away, retie»ctiou could not fail but con- 
vince him how these disappointments were invited by 
a departure from my principle and particularly for 
having given way to the seduction of that active 
Agenry of all evil, Speculation, — he knew my early fear 
of the result when seeiug the Interest that had already 
worked to disable your Commission of its means at the 
first stirred uj) disturbance of my operations combining 
with Jealousy to render loud the cry against keeping 
me [M>werful in the dircM-tion. — he had seen how sud- 
denly after my retreat the City [)ro[)erty being depre- 
<iat(Ml to an (»X((»ssiv(* low rate actual Bankrupts, Land 
and Stotk Jobbers became tin* forestallers of the major 
portion and w<01 ap[)rov(»(l an<l safe mode of accellerat- 
ing public Improv<Mnents b(»ing hmiouuccmI the growth 
of tht* City i<*fl a cliaiic(» of Caprici* was retarded 
through grumbling Iiitcrt^st and a Swindling Scheme 
of Lottery and to these facts the reiM^atcMl call bv vour 
<'omniission made upon CioveinnuMit for assistance con- 
I'urring in proof of the promised hv SjM'cnlation Con- 
trait, he snrely ninsf havr allowed hnt the apprehen- 
sion of the rons(MpH*nres of wiiicli I liad warned were 
not chine*i'irn| wIhmi hesidrs it is seen that with all the 
product from Sah* of llons<» Lots and tin* intrrmissive 
Supply ohtaincil it has not in scvm yrars lapsr (Miabled 
th(» Coin pi et ion of rviMi opr half of t he main Kditices. — 
The Keniark h<-n- rfniimlin;: <if tlie proniis(» u[)on 
well I engai^ed in th«* jdannin^ of the l'<*d(M'a] Seat, of 
the SnbseipHMit ai^rtMinret with yonr t'oniniission and 
how ungracionsly whi»n a thoron;:h nnderstanding of 
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uiy plan being presumed and the execution thought 
facile, these were deceived through underhand meas- 
ures which in the origin recognised inconsistent being 
in the proposal to me also Insulting Compelled my res- 
ignation, were I now to particularise grievances — that 
v)f the breach of the engagement to me respecting those 
edifices doubtless would be ranked high for having de- 
stroyed an essential part of the combined division of 
the City and thereupon if it were asked whence arose 
the disagreement so distructive of mine and the gen- 
f^ral Interest — recollecting how some of the esteemed 
friends of the enterprize in acknowledging the supe- 
riority of my Scheme at the same time confessed a re- 
gret at my standing so conspicuously the Agent of its 
success, it would easily be explained how the illiberal 
Sentiment rallying round all the inimical and the spec- 
ulative Emulated the working to detach me from the 
buKiuess and to strip me also of the fame as has be- 
come manifest. — 

Ist. From the ascendancy of those friends and period 
at which exercised, persuading upon the high author- 
itv by whom I acted the discontinuance of accustomed 
familiar and direct communication with me on the sub- 
ject of the City affairs whence followed an unshakened 
(listurbancy of the beat approved of my measures and 
abuse consequent also to your Ccmimissiou refusal of 
explaining the object and denial of redress of private 
injury done by the mistake. 

2ndly. From the manner my right as author, to the 
♦ieneral Map of the City was nullified, first inducing 
my consent to an essay engraving, and next hindering 
it by taking the principal hand away from the work 
and secretly having had a number of Copies drawn of 
that Map for private gratification and such as also were 
seen in the Senate and in the House of K^present^itives 
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wlierein tlioy had been hastened thr(>uji:h opposition to 
the promised honors of myself presentinj]^ those bodies 
witli the Oripnal. 

3rdl y. From the deception of (^mployin^ near me of a 
disjiuiscMl ))ersona;;e who ren(h*rin<^ himself serviceable 
{jjaincMl free access to all my pai)ers and so honorably ae- 
(juittcMl of his S(Mr(»t Commission gathering all by 
transcription and chalk out of Manuscrii)ts and Draw- 
ings as to have at the opportune monuMit secui*ed all 
that could s(»rvc to others to rea]) ri»i)utation and profit 
from mv labours. 

4tli. From th(» Invitation givcMi to a particular ludi- 
viilual, a copii'st of my own |dan, bringing him forward 
as original proprictoi*, by which was scmmi sui>erceding 
me in th(* direction of tin* Capitol Fditict* one of repute 
for having InMraycd a trust d(»s(»rting his duty to me on 
an occasion b(*f(in* and to tin* utt( r disap])nintment of 
a public object. 

othlv. From th(* intorrrct re])rcs<Mitation of mv dis- 
position wIhmi saying that I d(Mlin<Ml acting under your 
Commission-whrn^as well av(M(Ml that no terms ever 
wor<» nfr<*r(Hl to nn* on wrh to hav(» obtaii»cd mv senti- 
ments and that I mys<df nnnh^ advan(<»s which re- 
maim d unanswtMMMl proposing a modr of adjusting dif- 
f(*r«*nt and fur tin* organization of tiio busin(»ss, for the 
S<Murity of my Ag<»my in wrh I sim|)ly wisln^l the 
agreiMuiMit mutually binding to rrspcrt and (d)servance, 
a f>reiaution wril justitird from ju'ior vi(dation. 

r>thly. From tin* ('on<lurt (»f (>n«» highly trusted but 
on whoso drjM'udonrv on parti<iilar patronage* made 
him conniv(* with all the* inimical and (Contentions be- 
sid«*s when free from mv Control his deviatiuir from 
tl»e agreed with m«* in the extM-ution (»f my plan and in- 
juriously too to all pro|M*rty by having rendered num- 
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bei*s of it incapable of improvement wch bj' my combi- 
nation were made the most advantageous. 

Ttlily. From the assumption altogether of the prop- 
erty of my plan, again secretly engraving, wch engrav- 
ing incorrect in part being given for guide of operations 
has lK»en misleading aH succeeding Surveyors whose 
innocent Errors for want of knowledge of my method 
0/ uffsvi of lines where amjles fall under a certain deyreCy 
necessarily must have atchieved equal mischief as 
where the mistake has been malicious. 

8th. From the tricking proccH^ding on my discover- 
ing of the above when after 1 generously i>ermitted the 
completing of the engraving and had even lent manu- 
scripts drafts as were said wanting for correction — 
those manuscripts were detained and 1 refused the re- 
visal of the proofs in printing. 

Othly. From me finding my name erased from the 
title of the Map at the moment of publication and leav- 
ing stand on one of my Assistants, — a proceeding too 
plainly descrjing by what Mind dictated, for need 
l)eing of remark upon as bes.des the petty policy proved 
itself also bj' the careful omission of my name in all 
subsequent publications pami^hleting and other more 
unstable accounts of the Citv Establishment. 

lOthly. From the forcible Seizure of particular drafts 
manuscripts in deposit ^nd of other abstract-s papers 
and efff^'ts likewise Stealhed away from my Agents 
and out of my own (juarters when in my absence the 
disturbances consequent to the combined arrest and 
false Imprisonment of that Agent laid all open to plun- 
der, and by which I was bereaved of the possibility of 
effecting an intended publication of the City Plan in 
mv own name. 

11th. From the hearty and pressant manner of a 
lender of a little Money expressedly as acquit of all 
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oUigations the rejection of which commended by fee- 
ing of a better due was no less determined by discov- 
ery at the very time of the abusive dealing as stated 
No. 3, 8, 9 and 10 

12thly. From the extention of the wrong in having 
conteniptuouHly of tlie assurance given me in primary 
instances but the publication of my plan was meant to 
be limited niuUiplieil the emission in ^apid succession 
lo eadi otlier, and disposed of the prints not merely 
through the United States but over all Country beyond 
Sea thus spreading the fame* of the enterprize robbing 
me of the merit and of my fortune by making the great 
prnreed the enrichment of them who have no title to it 
except it b(» as expert Agents of Villainy. 

If pausing here and to shorten the disgraceful Cata- 
logue the (pH'stion wen* to turn ui)on what has been 
niv own conduct — I cons<ious of no wrong at mv hand 
done would simply reply but my endeavours were uni- 
formly to the purpose of the enterprise, and the System 
of my Proc<»ss lik(*wis(* the l)(»st calculat(Ml (known of) 
lo hav(* within rlu» appointed term raiscMl the City a fit 
Capital for this vast growing Kiiipin* and capable of 

rtM-eivillg the iSoveriiuient — 

I'u;tlier--I wnuhl give to cnnsider-ihal the Invita- 
tion !o nie to the Potowniack was in words as follow 
viz— To uiiileriake there the K X( cut ion o/ thv Pnsifhnrs 
intuttloiis that next his lnstrM<tions came ihnnujh 
lilt Strrftarif nf Stntt jilaciiig jiie I ii<le|)eii(Iei!l [which 
Instruction it will nut 1m* uninipoi-tant to notice had 
'either tliiiMi;:h inail veitencv nr for s in<» pu;|ios«») made 
my jiosition at tlif tirst instance most perplexing and 
delicate| 1 wiiuhl ;^ive to ronsjilei- that tl»e a]»jM'(*hen- 
<'u\u nf tile inisi'hief aiti'ihlant tn all ilisjoint or jealous 
directions made me the tirst SnTnitnus nf a j>roper 
Cuion of a;r«*iicv, and that it was in testimonial of con- 
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r-ordant disposition and to determine my undertaking 
the plan of the City that I was assured of the direction 
of the twa main Eiiifices the Site* a nth Configuration 
of which constituted essentially the base of its divis- 
ions — I would give to consider — that being agreed my 
agency should be primary over all employed at the 
work of the City, and that svork all over to have been 
conformable to the Plan — for all what I could do after- 

• 

ward inviting your Commission at its part [to provide 
and organize all the Branches of Administration] it 
having slighted the call and disclaimed owing an im- 
nie<liate attendance questioning whether the founda- 
tion of a new City had at all been the intention of its 
appointment the Consequence was that much of what 
ought to have been its care necessarily devolved on me 
to perform under the particular confidential Instruc- 
tion of the President. I lastly would give to consider 
that — thus eventually made to act a principal part in 
transactions of first Interest to the Federal Establish- 
ment (otherwise foreign to my agency) successful and 
approved in everj' Step and proposal made by me, I on 
the adoption of the grand Idea of the plan having been 
enjoined a prompt execution conformably to — the Scru- 
ple then with your Commission preventing an active co- 
operation, it became incumbent on me resolutely to 
endeavor tliose things of which it would not make a 
l)articular business and when necessitated to a dis- 
agrei^able exertion of authority to trust on, and avail 
of, the support afforded me as in few instances I did 
cautioning the delinquents and i)ursuing the right 
course of my operations. 

To contrast my procec^ling with the treatment which 
I met in return — it also would be* scmmi that the greater 
the mai'hination to f rusticate my labours, the more re- 
gardless of personal consequtMices, I exerted abilities 
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advaiuinp all matters of Import to the National ob- 
ject abettinji: no jmrty m(»aniuj»: the advantage of all 
and that — if \\\\ occasional absence (necessitated by 
variety of distant avocations) was opportnnate to dis- 
turbances and arrest of my minisures, these disturb- 
ances and arivst havin*:: constantly subsided and been 
reced(Ml from as I drcMv near again to the place — all 
can only b(* [)roofs additional but every of my direij- 
tions must have been considi^rate, Judicious, Proper, 
and not as some \v<iuld hav(» had it bedieved running 
Counter to regulation and Convention with them from 
whon» I d«»rived th(^ [)ower — it would be seen that not- 
withstaniling the discouragcMiient also of inconsiderate 
hurrying on of most intricate* oj^perations, of the un- 
timely <-all of nmrking out Lots f<:r Sale and other simi- 
lar indiscnM t onlers which besid(»s the uscdesssness of 
were (affectedly given more* to perform than by human 
flower rould have be«»n devonm(»nt to the business made 
me chccrfullv endeavour the utmost, overlook all In- 
( onvcnienc(»s r(*pn»ssing th(» Sentiment of the Injury to 
me Intent and to do Justice to ev(»ry call commit my 
liealth by the prartic<* of passing from (»xc(»ssive hard 
days labour to the no h*ss toilsonn* of long and whole 
set up nights destitute* of the comforts and means of 
exigiMicy to s'urh an undertaking and in a clime the 
like. 

Thus it would be simmi that left ahnu* and having had 
to ('on(|U(M' the prepossession of people the primary af- 
fected by the o|MMatiou of my plan, actively subduing 
difticulties and under a surcharge of care tin* mind en- 
gaged in the framing of a plan novel, ext<Misive and va- 
ried in its raniitications, my agiMicy extending also to 
ministration relative to Conressions of territory (that 
which I gained to the publir being above three fourths 
over flian the first sought after besides other detached 
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acquisitions of as much moment and advantage) the en- 
tire Scheme of the Federal Establishment was secured, 
most eminently to my perseverance in the business till 
the main bases of the plan were immutably fixed and 
a portion of the whole of the division and Improve- 
ments so began as m^eded for a regulation to the end. — 

By so liberally facilitating the execution of the plan 
Independent of me being visible I was diminishing my 
own Consetiuence in the Concern with your Commis- 
sion — I knowing of no new Legislative act to have 
KendertMl tlie continuance of mv Agencv in union with 
your Commission more Incompatible in 1792 than had 
been from 1790 — here may be remarked the ungrateful- 
ness of the management at issue being then when all 
matters were by one set in a good way that the cry 
against my so continuing began to be heard and that 
in unison, those long born vexations (before cautiously 
mitigated), were boldly redoubled and with so insuffer- 
able unprecedented Indignities that no longer abiding 
to compact the transaction as also as in the foreging 
numbered, shewed clearly the Mastery of an inimical 
envious Genious over both vour Commission and the 
chief on whom depended the reorganization of the di- 
rective whom by preventing them the consideration of 
my proposals for — at last left nothing honorable for 
me to have done but the resignation which followed. 

Resolving on the resignation, the Contrast again of 
my Conduct would Shew others ruled by petty policy 
against the better knowledge of things converting the 
reasons of my abandonment as best could sooth up 
the concerned in the event to a passive endurance of 
this mischief — biassing the public in belief to me in- 
jurious by whispering round but I faihnl in the respect 
due to the president of the United States and wished 
to have placed myself above your Commission, the in- 
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genuity of which Story helped first in dissuading the 
ritizeiis of Washington from remonstrating on the 
business by address as they intended to the President 
an act which would/ have been a manifestof the esteem 
which I left being uie, too clashing with the purposc^s 
of blotting all traces of my agency for admitting doub 
ly handling in order also of precluding the better dispo- 
siti(m of the chief and create distrust in me mistating 
to him my Sentiments, and to me representing him 
ill iiH-lined thus casting the odium of particular doings 
oil sides rendered of difficult ac(*ess, were tricks ably 
managed but which for all that failed in the intent of 
exciting iiK^ through mistaken anger to uncivil demea- 
nour toward anv. — it was sec^n to the contrarv that — 
not only due respect to ()fWc«» but right esteem of per- 
son all along actuated me, and so much so that at the 
ihoiiient previous to my resigning (and against the ad- 
vic<» of all that surrounded nu*) 1 gave fresh proofs of 
to tlu* Presid(*iit of tin* Tnited States — addressing this 
lirsi Patron <rf tin* F(MleraI Enrerprize with the precise 
of ;iiv Ideas and intentions of conducting it — lovallT 
ijiviii^ iiit(» his honor iiiv ScheiiM»s to enable vour Com- 
mission the jn-oper jn'osecutiou of the work began ad- 
vising sucli ways and iiiean^ as I kiu^w W(»r<* attainable 
and warranted ih(* ?nost safe ami KxjMMlicMital — after 
whirh when the wliolr business with ni(» was closed, 
nianifestiiiL: non<» but inv anxicMv still for tlu* good of 
thet'itv fcM'linir stroll" in tlie Int<*":ritv and honor of 
my jiast S»T\irrs jigaiii^t the Shafts of speculative 
\'illains mnteinpt nnns of them all, I simply invited 
alleiiiion on th«* siimnl.ir doini: lespecting the publisli- 
ing of the ritv Plan as Kxjilained Nos. 7. S and 1) and 
withdrew in\<«'lf, witii the mnifort of assuranr(»s on 
that oreasion r«Mh'\\id to me, in the name nf the Presi- 
dent bv his own S«Mrt'tarv, that nothing in the busi- 
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ness had been but upon the whole entitled me to praise 
and Insured me the continuance of his particular Es- 
teem and favor — the sense of mentioning which war- 
ranted me the sincerity of. — 

Having yielded in this honorable manner to the 
Jealousies of the same which the complete raising of 
the City to a Splendour and greatness worthy of its 
name must have acquired. — were it necessary more to 
illustrate the merit of the Sacrifice I could for the 
Satisfaction of those whose estimation of a concern 
may chiefly attach to the weight of base Coin from 
which to deduce profit or loss — produce data from 
which to appreciate the loss to my fortune consequent 
also to the failing of the promise upon wch I engaged 
in the planing of the City of Washington 

(living to compare my actual distressed Condition 
with the affluent circumstances of, in 1790. — however 
may be said of the disastrous events Surveyned in Eu- 
rope and of the robberies which I in the interim ex- 
perienced on other hands of my saving here having 
contributed a share of the reduction — it would be 
easilv demonstrable but the Invitation to the Poto- 
mack and subsequent engagement there were ye pri- 
marv causes bv necessarilv having diverted mv atten 
tion from the turning of my family affairs in Europe 
and also — that having forced my removal from a place 
(New York) where 1 stood at th(» tinu^ able of command 
ing whatever bu>»iness 1 likcMl, the chan<*es all were* 
missed there by N\hi<'h I might have retreaved from 
difficulties — as what 1 elsewhere since 1 eiideavouriMl 
proved unavailable or rather added to — owing also to 
tricking not altog(»tlH»r fon^ign to what I experienced 
in the Fed(»ral Eiit(»rpriz(* — obvious tlu^rcfore but tlie 
Inducement for hazarding my all in that Ent(»rprize 
must have be(»n the cont(*mi)lation of a full compensa- 
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tioH, here leavinfi; a j)art what is claimed bv the cir- 
< mustaiK'es of h)ss and exjHMice of the removal as uec- 
essirat(Ml. — if only inquiring; into the advantajjf^^ prom- 
ise<l l)v, n»av bi* s(*t tlown that. 

1st. Of a Salary to niv A*»:en<*v commensurate with 
the magnitude* and importance of the Object and of the 
Affairs manapMl. — 

2ndly. Of paynnMit for the (h*lineation of the City 
Plan on an estimation <*xp(H*ted such as the* Sentiment 
nf a WJirk of jrcnious alom* aloni* can sn^}::est and — dif- 
l<*renein^ the production of tlu* artist from that of the 
men* artisan or virtuoso, makin<j: also the jirice com- 
|»ort with the benefit in the (mhI to result to the Nation, 

iirdly. Of th<» procef^l from the printing of the Citj' 
Plan or an (M|uival(Mii for b(Mn«» taken away the prop- 
I rty thereof. — 

4th. Of the ;rreat additional p(»n]uisite necessarily to 
have (h»volved to me from the atr^Micv. — 

Wiiat those penpiisites wouhl have come to — this 
wouhi be well <l(Mlurible from observinjr that on the 
ndt^ption of my plan, |)rop(»sals already from Particu- 
lar Companies placed under my imm^Mliate af^iMiey the 
t*rrertin;; of !lous<»s to tlu» amount i)t $1,000,000 iMiXy 
for a lirst operati<»n meant to have* been (extended to 
upward double tht* Sum and for my trouble in directing 
wlieh besides what would have rome from an Infinitude 
nf <iiher deia<hed fabHrks, very liberal olYers had been 
Ufadf and smli as o*xrlusive|y of tin* rijrht on public 
ai^ount) had pnxured me a <lear \i'a\\\ kA $50,000 on 
tirst start <»f the business nnd u]M»n failure of which 
brou;rht on as has Im en the Compensation due by Gov- 
ernnuMit follow fmm .ill surh Comerns having been 
made the Consideration in the plannin;^ of the City — 
the objert of the first authorization of my Steps en- 
tieinjr those private ventures havinjr been |>rin('ipally 
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the obtaining from the ventures themselves a loan of 
Mouej' for the public work the carrying on of which 
thev considering of essential mutual safetv in the En- 
rerprize made the loan be agreed with them for, at a 
moderate rate of 5 pet. and to an amount at once 
equal to the computed expences of five years of all pro- 
jected operations — by which mean the grand machin- 
ery of my plan was to have been «et in motion raising, 
as if it had been magically a ready built City out of 
the Earth, thereby to have secured at all chances the 
most of the looked for, by the Shares of property whilst 
it had enabled the quiet prosecution of the political 
object saving the expences to the Nation since out of 
the Lots not built on when the loan reimbursement 
once effected would have remained a suii)lusage of 
great means and Income to the City itself. 

Whether the measure mutually failed from havinjr 
be<»n kept back waiting my going out of the agency — or 
whether it was dissuaded from by alluring Interest 
such as I wished to have restrained — being only re- 
verting to the principle of the negociation that I bring 
the disappointment up to the list of Services left un- 
requited — reflection must easily satisfy how the pros- 
pect in such an agency and the being hurrv^ing on to a 
beginning of the Enterprize at the very time of the 
breaking out of the Kevolution in my native Country 
made me lose the hearing of its Summons and taking 
away from me the leisure to have saved property re- 
vertible to me there, caused me the loss — a loss since 
the event of which I could only be heartened against 
the fear of want here by reckoning upon a great due 
(at least of gratitude) for a long series of Services, 
mostly gratuitous and which for having in a succession 
of above 22 Years, gained me the esteem, and I may 
say the confidence, of the great late American Chief 
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were not a little encreasing my Security in the concern 
taken at his Invitation, in the federal business mv ex- 
pectation from which as expressed cannot but be still 
as sanguine as it was at the moment of the adoption 
(»f my plan, or more over I would give to consider that 
my belief in a full acquiescence to the terms and man- 
ner of the provisions negociated as above stated was 
<-onsequent to my having seen everj' other interfering 
proposal, to mine dismissed and one particularly no- 
ticable for having come from ihv Secn*tary of the 
Tnasury A: Hamilton himself which it is observable 
if it had pn^vailed still would have placed me within a 
Sph<'n» of larger perspective than what I otherwise 
embrac(Ml — Speaking of the Scrrvtarif^fi Jntvntu.n to 
have provided me at once with as many Pounds Ster- 
ling as 1 at the time computed of Dollars wanted. — His 
Scheme for which besides enabling the abs(dute com- 
pleti<»n of the <'ity Plan gave a greater certainty to 
thi' attainment of the p(»litical end, than the most timo- 
rous of the Int(*r<»sfe(l to its sum»ss could well have 
questlontMl - hen* to tak(* away the wonder of the dis- 
missal so far as I myself witiw^ssed of tin* transaction 
ascribing tiic mistake to the temp(*r of some of the 
primary consulieil who precln^hMl the president's own 
.TiHltrnieiit of liie merits of the pro|»osai the ciivum- 
stane(»s may be well ap|H*alle(l to as one of the many 
Instame^ when to my knowleilgt* the dt^arest Interest 
of the rity of Washington was saeritire<l through the 
|»assion and weakness of its most e<t«MMned Sujiporters 
and the Infatuation of some whom wishing the Seat of 
tiovernment stand a mere contemptible hamlet had 
rt»sicd better <aiisti«'d with giving great nann* to small 
thini:s than with liavinij in r<»alitv those things done 
which wt»ri* to have ndltM t«Ml an immortal honor on the 
r»atii»n, antl rapidlv raisi'd that Srat a sjijendid invit- 
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ing Capital — ^the Influence of whose character surpriz- 
rngly discernable in the opposition met while pursuing 
matters, the Injunction to me to effect which had been 
positive and reiterate, betrayed no less personal ill 
will causing those Injunctions to me the more Imperi- 
ous in proportion as bereaving me of the means I wa? 
tricked into a necessity either to have metamorpohesed 
myself an Insignificant impotent employer or re- 
nounced all concern in the business the latter of which 
must have been expected from me better than that I 
could with honor at Stake at the issue of an Enterprize 
wholly of my own Scheme have descended from my 
Post insensible of a greater due and that I would 
covetously stooping to Insult and breach of agreement 
have committed myself to becoming the pliant tool for 
middling Speculators to have worked the destruction 
of the very riches by my labour to your Commission 
procured and so that on the Event of the Enterprize 
missing its end, I must have stood the apparent re- 
prehensible cause. — a chance which for being now hap- 
pily evaded still will not be believed out of the Intent 
of those who have advised or advocate that beggarly 
svstem of Oeconomv to which your Commission has 
been reduced being incredible bow other but raking 
Schemery and Enemies to the politics and gloiy of the 
great patron founder of the City, can have opposed 
more provident arrangement and at the hazard of los- 
ing all, dared so novel and vast a work without a guide 
at least with none that could feel his repute and honour 
engaged to the success 

Could them whose Influence was so prevalent be at 
all the City friends — these insidious flatterers and 
courters of mv exertions — it must b(* seen that watch- 
ful of the progress and Jealous of the Success, they pro- 
voked tlie resignation of my concern out of conceit of 
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abilities to have themselves overtaken again my ways 
and advantaged of all by me brought within power of 
effecting, and the facts and deductions to be drawn 
from all in the foregoing recital speaking of the wrong 
I suffered all the pretence of this having been perpe- 
trated out of good wit?h to the City, would not make 
that wrong less it would not diminish the evidences of 
the abuse to my property nor would it embellish the 
liideousness of the motive for the use make of people 
who under me were necessarily trusted with all my 
Ideas and Intentions, to say but these people did not 
so aid the business as might be imagined or that such 
promotion as in No. 4 (related) was only meant as a 
screen to the preferment of more reputable concur- 
rent. 

Be those persons who superceded me and who in ro- 
tation may have expelled one another either mere 
would be thought Architects or truly bred up to the 
profession and learned and able practisers — if they 
followed the paths chalked out by me or stepped from 
it, the result as the City shall rise will shew which of 
presumptuous ignorance or of true Judgment has been 
their guide and as I shall sincerely more lament the 
errors than Jealous the success — declaring here that I 
am far from the Idea of even reproaching them who 
have benefited of my stripping and that I neither pre- 
tend challenging an explication of the conduct of Su- 
periors simply yielding, and with much reluctance too, 
to the hard necessity of unfolding the unhappy situa- 
tion of my affairs and to what owing — I have particu- 
larized heads of grievances, and offered a comparative 
of Conduct in order that a right Judgment may be 
formed of the Errors and of where may lay. — and 
how the estimation of which you Gentlemen whom I 
now address I trust will be satisfied of the ground upon 
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which I promised to myself — but the Man whose mind 
I esteem was too great, and whose heart was too good 
to have partaken of the Intention of Wrong would not 
have failed at this Juncture for causing a redress pro- 
portionate to all what my fortune, and fame have suf- 
fered. 

Claiming such redress I question not but your Com- 
mission has itself all along holden the honor and Jus- 
tice of the American Nation for Engaged to — and there- 
fore hope that you Gentlemen actually in Office will 
view the foregoing as properly submitted to their con- 
sideration and left to be acted upon as in their own 
joint wisdom shall be deemed most consistent — I re- 
maining well certain that divested of all prepossessions 
and selfish regard — as a body actuated by no Interest 
but that of doing good — the merit of all circumstances 
will be generously weighed and that if — incompatible 
as I apprehend it may be with your charge be to do that 
ample Justice which is my right to expect — if the mat- 
ter should need be referred to (lovernment you will 
(without refraining from affording what redress and 
relief may be in the power of your Commission) make 
i( a point on the first convenient opportunity in an of- 
ficial wav to call the Government attention on the 
state of the business — 

Could the opportunity soon occur 1 would anticipate 
much from your Individual good Commendation. In- 
dulging in the persuation but the propriety and merit 
of all my acts and dinntions in r(»sp(Mt to business of 
the City of Washington has long Ix^fore been rendered 
sensible to you Gentlemen in the prosecution of the 
Enteri)rize and that —however renouncing the System 
of operations by nu* set in train you liav(* attained the 
principal of the end for which I contended — you will 
feel the attainment short of what I aimed at but not 



90 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

the less for that adding to the debt of gratitude to me 
for — you will feel how by being secured in the object, 
the nation has become more directly in honor bound to 
compensate my h)«s and to rej)ay my zeal and trouble 
and you will that the whoU* due may be appreciated, 
and discharged with credit to the nation as readily ac- 
knowledging, and as doubtless wouhi have done him 
in whos<» praise I made my pride, — that the final fixing 
of tlie F(uleral Government on the bank of the Poto- 
mack, the advantage to result to the Union and the 
enrichment over an immense tract of contiguous coun- 
try is in a most particular manner attributable to the 
vivacity of my first conc(*ption of the business — to the 
Combination of my exertions beyond my professional 
line and to the devoteduess with which suffering a 
great reverse of fortune I disregarded all consequences 
to myself honestly k(H»ping at my post making head 
against cavilling oi)i)osition until by a display of the 
grand intention of my plan and by the manifestation 
of power as well as of resolution to effect it the reputa- 
tion which I accpiired to the Ent(»rprize had in con- 
necting the pride with the Int(»n»st of the Union 
changed the most inrtuential of the Component States 
from En(Miii(»s into fri(»nds to the Establishment. 
AVith due Kesp(»ct I have the honor to be 

[Endorsement.] 
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Philadklphia, (lecembr. 7tli, 1800. 

Memorial to the Ilonorable the Senate and to 
the llonorable the house of representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled — 

Respectfully shewing that, I your memorialist — Peter 
Charles L'Enfant — major of Engineer in the revolu- 
tionary war, having entered the Service of the United 
States early in 1776 — served without interruption to 
the end of the war, and, to great personal sacrifices 
joining the merit of wounds received and of hard Cap- 
tivity endured — having remained an inhabitant of the 
Said States, and a freeman of the City of new york by 
Special honorifick patent continuing usefull in various 
public emplojTTient since the peace of 1784 — but with- 
out any pay, and at my own expenses having performed 
many Services through encouragement of promises of 
regular reapointment with preferment consistant with 
my acquired title to — waiting that and, on the occasion 
of the first of the act fixing the permanent Seat of 
government on the bank of the potomack I having also 
b(*en Invited there and charged of the devising of a 
Scheme for the establishment of a City, I consequently 
afterward, upon the adoption of the whole of the plan 
by me proposed became a principal in the direction 
Jointlv with the Commission bv law Constituted — fur- 
ther giving to Consider that I your memorialist pro- 
ceeded on that Service as I had done many before with 
more promptness to act than care of Stipulating Con- 
ditions or of procuring legal Substantiating to all the 
I)romised in the end — the mournfnll event of the loss 
of the great chief and first President of these United 
States bv whose choice and Confidence I had been hon- 
r»red depriving me of the friend and principal depen- 
dancy in my cause — the whole in the following submit- 
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ted claim from the Equity of your honorable house to 
be generously considered. — 

The tenns of the Invitation to me to the potomack 
having simply been these (viz) — to undertake there the 
President Intention — and next on the Connecting of 
my agency with the Commission — the Supremacy over 
all the employed being Conceded to me the Commission 
also having left it to me — to devise to Suggere and to 
bring on all Sorts of arrangement or matters of Inter- 
est to till* enterprise — this great Confidence and re- 
sponsibility too to — answer, whilst at the Same time 
lhc» re(|uired and the expin-ted from me at once at the 
<)n Set of the business enlarged its difficulties and the 
Scheme of enten)rise for its novelty excited a faning 
of Interests — will doubtless well Satisfv vour honor- 
abl(» house — how laborious was mv task and that an 
active resolut<» ex(»rtion of abiliti(*s alone Could for- 
ward that busin(*ss and in tlu* midst of a world of In- 
trigues and of Contrarieties have well preserved the 
mind free for the Conibiiiatiinis of a plan So pecu- 
liarly adapted to circunistaiic(*s and so varied as 18 
that of the city of Washington. 

Noticing tln*sc Intrignrs Immjuisc at first and so long 
as uiM<»rtaint V att^MnhMJ niv hibour luniiig b(»en mod- 
crated- llu» disguise was liirown olT as gradually as by 
a loyal and gtMi(*rous disi^jay and coniiiiunication of my 
everv Inteiirions and tnds, I diniinislMMl mv own Con- 
se<ju<»nc(» by rcnd<*ring my o\\ ii plan pnssibh* to other 
to cxecut IndriM-ndaiit of uh* and ii having b(»en then 
when--ai:n»ablv to tin* IMrsidrnt drsjir and after 
urired on bv the roinmissionairs tlicms<dvt»s- -a begin- 
inghad been made at all |»ointsand when -Supply was 
Insure<l to all ade«piate (at least by me brought within 
reacli to have lM»en so Insnreil) (hat a cry against main- 
taining m<*.<o able in the agenry biM-ame in be iieard.^ 
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there upon will I pose — leaving it to the wisdome of 
jour honorable house to define the reasons — to Judge 
of the wrong and how to me hard and mortifying that 
--when my agency had thus far been availled of and 
after so active and successfull — when by all acknowl- 
edged to have been to the best of end directed to the 
satisfaction and advantiige of the people owners of the 
territory of Columbia and also — that my every Step 
and measures had met the approval and been given the 
support of the great patron of the establishment whose 
personal glory the grand end Concerned — the Enemies 
of that Entreprise and Speculators coalised with the 
Jealouses of tlie same which a complete raise of the 
city to a splendor and greatness worthy its name and 
the capitol of a grand Empire must have acquired — 
Should have found Supporters and have become so 
prevalent and so irresistible as has proved from the 
>>rought on necessity of a departure from my System 
of general Economic of management to the end of com- 
pelling the relinquishment of my concern. 

on the resulting abuses aud to confine to what di- 
rectly affected me. — to the evil of Injury to my fame 
aud to that of the destruction of my fortune — having 
been joined that of a disappointment also of a prefer- 
ment to an oftice particularly made my dependency at 
the first, of the hite raising of fortifications and at the 
successive variance in the reorganisation of the depart- 
ment of Engineers — mentioning that merely to Shew 
whence and how different ways a victim of my Confi- 
dence liberality and zeal in my public (\)ncerns-^the 
Integrity also of the views in all my aspirings having 
kept me from an over pursuit, in the meanwhile Sunk 
my every resource under deceptivi* prospects and En- 
couragements and — of this Integrity and of its Conse- 
quences, the ready resignation I made of my grand 
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Concern in the affairs of the (Mty of Washington aiford- 
in{]f conspicuous uncontroulable proof — on these will I 
rest, (IfMMuinj!: it unneci*ssary more to enumerate In- 
stances whiMi (lisint(»reste(lness and a Sense of the hon- 
orabh* to do, ha« been tlie predominent through my 
Sev(M*al atchievements for fame* — I maintaining the 
hope* tliat — twenty three years of attachment to these 
United States, tlie fn»(» Spending of my own in Sen'iees 
not altogetlier unprofitable to them — liaving born evi- 
<l(»nce of my Constancy to principle and gained me the 
<»st<M*in as it had merited me thi* Confidence of the late 
chief and tirst presiehMit of tii(*s(» Cnited States will be 
recommending nu» to the IndulgtMice and favour of 
your honorabh' hnus<% <»specially at so aus])icious a 
juncture as that of it«^ first Seating in the city of Wash- 
ington — when the circumstanci* naturally is to reeal to 
mind <»r to prompt to Enquiry to knf)wn — by whom was 
the <'stablislicment firsr framed. 

IOncourag(*d l>y this persuasion in here Stating the 
object of this memorial to b(^ to Submit to the Eciuity 
of vf»ur li(»uorable iiouse* — certain cases of Infraction 
of my rights and <lue, with other Injury Sustained at 
the rlos«* of my Conc<*rns in the affairs of the <Mty of 
Washington (all in abuse of the gf»nerosity ;i-!id loyalty 
of my coudu<-t. — ref<'rring ft»r parti<ular to the Sub- 
joigntMl paper No. 1. I your Memorialist confidently 
pray for redress and for <V»mpensaiion. 

also and to the cud that my Scheme of the <'ity eH- 
tablishment may bi»coiu<» bett(*r understood- -n*ferring 
Co the Commission itself for Kxplauation of tlu* pro- 
prietie of the novel way (»f division and to Shew the 
practicability (agreable to my Inteiiiiou) with ease to 
have Complet«Ml the work within tin* pi*riod by the act 
limited. — tliis as will Satisfy of the forecast of my 
combinations and of the weight of the charge ami care 
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at the Setting ou of so great a work under opperation, 
being to enable the proper valuing of the plan and the 
merit of vl\\ direction. 

farther 1 Shall not take up the time of your honor- 
able house but to express regret that, the Interests that 
have been to detach me Irom that butsiness Should 
have also dissuaded its pn .<ecution on the System by 
me laid down and to the admission of Ignominous lot- 
tery Speculation and of other destructive of the city 
proi>erty — which by dissabling the Commission from 
that great mean for Supply that had been through my 
exertions first created — has left the growth and popu- 
lation of the city a matter of chance at the hazard of 
missing the main object of its foundation and as neces- 
sarily caused its actual Insufficiency and will keep it 
long \i^i before it can afford any thing like the prom- 
ised by me or Suitable for a Seat of national Councils 
and Government, not at the Same time questioning — 
but that in parting from my System the principals, 
managers or others respectable characters Influential 
to an opposition to me were all actuated by Justifiable 
motives though differing from the policy that rulled 
me. — I well account how likewise in an Entreprise so 
novel a misconception may have been of the proper for 
an eflicient prosecution of the design — how honest 
minds unsuspecting of the end, can have been persua- 
ded to the wor^^'t of expedients and how also Subaltern 
agents, over officious, may have atchieved much to my 

Injury — only therefore lamenting the mischief of a co- 
ersion of the best Intentions I sliall here pass silently 
over the arts and machinations by which I became a 
victim of my zeal and of my respect for and Confidence 
in the high authority by whom I acted — this indeed too 
long and too disgraceful for recital being besides unim- 
portant, Since it would not alter facts nor could niether 
add nor diminish of the Injury to Indemnify. 
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having ji;iven the Commission full minute relation 
of facts and of management as have been in above of 
the loyalty of my conchut which Joined to the Stock 
of its own Information will Enable the gentlemen now 
in office themselves to ex[)laiu (if that Should be neces- 
sary) on points both delicate and grievous to me to re- 
mind of — also having there upon obtained the assur- 
ance of thos<,» gentlenien disposition to Support or aid 
the i>rayer I have no ma<h^ — I not only rely on their 
SiMisibility of aii Indemnitication being due to me for 
Joss consequent to (h*privalion and Infraction of cer- 
tain of my rights as also for other Injury — but that — 
their own Experience through a long administration — 
their knowle<lge of the Stat(» in which I found and* of 
that in which I l(»ft the local of the City of Wash- 
ington — both as have SatistiiMl th(»m of what begining 
I nuide and what wen* \\w dilViculties by me Con- 
quered — will press out an honorable avowal that — for 
all the change the agency have* undergone and how- 
ever <leviating from the princijd(* of the work by me 
begiin iln» chief of the ends for which I contended is 
now attained- Such an attainiMuent glorious as may 
be to the Commission Si ill Short of what I aimed at, 
is not tin* less attributiible to me iuxl in a high degree 
too d(*serving of a muniticent n<knowl(Mlg<Mn(»nt for. — 
being well ci'rtain that them who wittn(»ss(Ml my ae- 
ti(»ns, if they be but disinterested men, will all agree 
that the Sur<'es of the City of Washington was first 
Insured by tin* r<*puiatioii which I gained to the en- 
treprise - by the quirk Conrejition of the proprietie of 
its local bv (*.\(M*tions ninl Combinations uncommon 
to my profr«»ssional lim* iind by tlu* devotedness with 
whi< h, whilst I SulTerin;: ;i great reverse in my family 
f(»rtion 1 still perseveretl in nnprotitable hibonr and at 
the end resolved, the Saeritire also of my prospects in 
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that Entreprise to a reconciliation and harmonising 
of parties and Interests that opposed the progress. 

I indulg therefore the hope that to the regard of all 
circumstances upon which my prayer is founding the 
pressure of my necessities will be conclusive from See- 
ing me come forward in the mortifying attitude of Sup- 
plicant before your honorable house at a place and on 
a day too as the present when reflection alone must 
Convince that — if I had but been permitted the execu- 
tion of the City plan, the brilliancy of the Success by 
bringing me all triumphantly over the Jealouses would 
now have gained me the honor of a free unanimous 
vote in Expression of the Satisfaction at the Service. 

feeling the differenc of the Situation and humbly 
Submitting my case to your honorable house I your 
Memorialist remain 

with profound respect 

the Honorable the Senate 

and the Honorable the house 

of representatives 

most obedient 

most devoted and 

humble servant 

PETEK CHARLES L'EXFANT. 



Note referred to on page 12 of the Exposition 

With respect to the tales that "I withheld from the 
commissioners the plan and the information in my pos- 
session relative thereto'' the following (piestions and 
answers must naturally occur, viz. 

Question. 1. — What right could the commissioners 
pretend to my plan or to those informations relative 
thereto? 
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Auswor. iKine whatevi^r. 

Q. 2. — Did they ever ask this of me? 

A. never. 

(2. 3.— Why did they not? 

A. I presume because I was not paid for & was not 
obli«;ed by any promise to liave done more than I 
did. 

(2. 4. — Did th(»y not nM-eive the phin fnmi the presi- 
dent and tlie information whieh lie chose to give to 
them? 

A. th(\v certainly did. 

Memorandum 

If 1 had n^tained anything improperly, the president 
was th(* only person to wlnun I was accountable. 

<2. 5. — Did not tiie c(nnmissi(»ners forcibly take pos- 
session of a manuscript of my plan, toji;ether with notes 
of my directions to surveyors, which I had lent on 
trust to one of tin* [)ersons employed by them after I 
had left the business? 

A. Th(*v absidutelv did so. 

(2. r». — Did they not in a surr(*ptitious manner pro- 
cure and (jnise my plan to be engraved at Philadel- 
phia? 

A. Thev <lid so. 

y. 7. — \>*hen they tlnis procured tin* enjrraving did 
they not kn(»w that I intended to have published it? 
and had they not thems4dv<*s enj^a^Ml of nn^ 10,000 
copies? 

A. TlM»y undeniably ilid kn<»w iS: had so enjraged. 

Q. S.--Was I not justly entitled to ex|>4»ct from them 
the price for thosi» 10JMH> copi<»s that I mi}i:ht have got 
bv a sale to otluTs? 

A. I l)eliev<* tht»re can be n(» doubt of it. 

K\, 0. — Was it not therefore doin^ me a wilful injury 
to sell the en;;raving for their own ac<'ount or purpose 
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at a reduced price thereby depriving me of my price 
and of the right to the exclusive privilege of publica- 
tion? 

A. It was. 

Q. 10. — If they had had any right to it would they 
Lave resorted to so shameful a mode of procuring it? 

A. I believe they wd have taken a more legal way. 

Q. 11. — Did not president Washington declare the 
engraved plan to be the determined plan of the city 
and that he would not permit it to be deviated from? 

A. lie did so declare. 

Q. 12. — Was not the president bound by every prin- 
ciple of honor and justice, as he had previously prom- 
ised to the proprietors not to depart from the original, 
by me in the first instance laid out? 

A. ITe certainlv was. 

Q. 13. — Wa^s it not by thus binding himself as also 
by promising the execution in the way I proposed that 
he obtained the assent of the landed proprietors to the 
partition of the building lots & obtained besides the 
several parcels of land purchased for the use of the 
U. S. at so low a price as 25 pounds per acre? 

A. This is a v. (*11 known and an undeniable fact. 

Q. 14. — Can it therefore be doubted that the en- 
graved plan is agreeable to the original l\n€s of the 
tjrand dirisinns of the city? that it is correct with re- 
spect to the distribution of the sites of the capitol, judi- 
ciary and the president's house — that it is also correct 
in the course of the canal and that no alteration can be 
made in any of those things? 

A. This cannot be doubted and I certify that it is 
absolutely so. 

Q. 15. — What then are the alterations. Were thei'e 
not several lines of avenues suppressed from the orig- 
inal design; and did not this suppression cause a de- 
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ransement in the lines also of some of the right angled 
Btn»ets? 

A. TlH»ro wen* some such alterations but these were 
ma(h» by myself at the recommendation of the president 
& of th(» secretary of state, Mr. Jefferson, as early as 
august 1791 before I prepared the map for engraving, 
and at the ri^juest of the oripnal proprietors of one 
particular siMtion of the city. And all the proprietors 
know that altho the drawing laid before them at their 
general m(»etinji: was (U»clared to be approved by the 
prcsidiMit, it had not his final approval until after the 
above alterations were made and only on the date afore- 
said. 

X. H. — No other alteration <*ould possibly be effected 
(*xc(*pt th(» (•han<j:e of |)rop(*rty from hand to hand, that 
is to say, that some s(juares wen* struck out which were 
intendi'd to Im* r<*served as public property and have 
been p(»rmittc(l to be soM to individuals — th's produced 
a chan<re in numln riuji^ the lots and could not be justly 
called an alteration in the plan. 

1*. (HAS. L'Enfaxt 

No. 1 

paper ref(*rre<l to 

IK»r UKMHorial to — the Ilonorabh* th<» S(»nate (decembr. 

7tli) and th(^ Honorable the IIous<* of n^presentatives 

of the rnit<*d States &c. 

I*artieular Statenu^nt of <'ases n'f(*rred to p<*r memo- 
rial and the Cirrumsiam-e under which oflTered having 
lM*<*n explain(Ml leave now to be Considered as are in 
the followinjr numeral lH*ads n^spert fully Sul)mitted 
(viz) 

1st. — of Injury done to my faun* as an Artist — by 
multi|)lied Spurilous publiration of my plan of the (Mty 
t»f Washington, in abuse of a permission first by me 
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granted in obedience to the president own desire for an 
essay engraving with his prior assurance that no copy- 
ing from would have been allowed. — next by hinder- 
ance of publishing a Correct map in my own name the 
materials for which, Such as manuscript drawing notes 
of grounds level and measurement &c. all were through 
Some authority laid hold of and detained from me. 
lastly — by the Singular policy — of suppressing my 
name from the title of the maps as emitted and that 
Jikewi^e of preventing the mention of in pamphlets and 
other the most notable public relation that have been 
of the Columbian establishement and to the end (mani- 
fest) of depriving me of the honor of becoming known 
as the Original designer. 

2dly. — of the resulting Injury to my fortune — by 
deprivation thus of the proceed from Sale of my own 
work — to the number of upward of 15,000 Copies on 
a moderate computation from the difference of the En- 
gravers hands — from the variety of Sizes plates, also 
from the extent and population of country and places 
where have for these nine years past been disposed of 
here and in Europe and mostly Selling for from tow to 
three doIlai*s each. — whether or not such be the number 
out, at least from 15 to 20,000 Copies are but the 
raisonable to be taken into view as the probable quan- 
tity that would have Sold of the right maps at the time 
of first Interest and Curiositv as had been excited bv 
my exertions at the Commencement of the entreprise — 
therefore being easilv to estimate the difference now to 
my fortune Seeing the mischief obviously owing to my 
Condescension in ohedinice to the l^residmt of the (niied 
States — I cannot doubt but my right to a Compensation 
will here be readily admitted. 

3dly. — of Injury likewise to my fortune and fame — 
owing to transgression of promises, particularly re- 
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spectiug the tow niaiu Edifices, the Capitol and presi- 
dency palace. — the errecting of both which after my 
own designs had been a primary Condition to my en- 
gagement to planing the City. — to whose peculiar di- 
vision those Edifices were in Configuration essential to 
have exactly corresponded; — whereas the unjust recant 
from the promised — the injudicious departure from 
wliat I had began tiirough management of people either 
ill Intent or Incapable of fitting the plans to the C^r- 
rumstances of the Site for — has ruined the most esti- 
jnable part of the Scheme which for the originalness 
of the thought in its whole Connected would have 
raised the City of Washington to an unrivaled splen- 
dour.--an Injury to my fortune thence arising from the 
loss of the very designs Sketches minute of the In- 
tend<il Edifices and of preparative for other and for 
the ai/iir<Iu('.Sj the hridt/rSy the grand dork and Canal &c. — 
all [>recious nH*morandum for an Artist to have pre- 
served and all d<*strny(Ml or div<*rt(*(l away from my 
own quart i*r and out of other ottir(»s under favour it is 
believed of dislurbanrcs in my absen<'(» excited — the 
last Instanep of which (when while 1 was almmd on 
busiiH»ss with tin* presidtMit my lM»gining of the founda- 
tion of tin* main Edifin^s was arn*stcd and other op- 
peralions too prrV(*nt(Ml, that wcn» waited for by me 
and iKMcssary to my p<rferting the g<'n(*ral plan) deter- 
mined tilt* abaiidoncnirnt of the whole of my Concerns 
to the Commission. 

4tli. -of the Injury to my fortune owing to h(*avy ex- 
|M*nres and loss eonsequeiit to removal from a City 
(New York) were prior Surresfull (Mitreprise had placed 
me able of eommandiiig great business and where I 
not i»nly missed great ehanees of fortune by absense 
but absolutely lost a property in lots of ground worth 
SS,0i>0if*iV which it was SoM) through ccmtrivance of 
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Some malevolent avaricious men amongst the Corpo- 
ration of that City who made me appear as having re- 
nounced the grant. 

5th. — that at the end, — those Jealousies and Specu- 
lations Contradictory to my System Caused me the loss 
of a bargain of $50,000 a Sum of right perquisite ac- 
cruing from particular Compagnies Entreprises of 
building in ajnount at first place of $1,000,000 and 
which Intended to double that Sum with an Increase 
of the benefit to me, being to have been planed and 
conducted in concert and to the advancement of the 
public part of Improvements were Consequently to 
have depended on my direction. — on which — 

it may be rt^mark^d that — in order for giving cer- 
tainty to the whole connected Entreprise (no provision 
having been made for by law) I had been from the be- 
gining ajid while planing of it authorised to the organi- 
sation of Such compagnies, and with the double object 
of by their means procuring advances of money, which 
at my Invitation they had offered to an amount at once 
equal to the whole Computed want for five years of op- 
perations — for the paving of Streets — for the grand 
canal and — for other usefull and pleasurable Improve- 
ments which it made part of my System to have pro- 
gressed far in, before making any great Sale of lots 
even b<»fore building of houses. — the Contract proposed 
hath afforded all the necessarj^ money on a Simple In- 
terest of 5 per Cut. without any premium, on the Secur- 
ity of the City property itself — and to have been grad- 
ually reimbursed either by giving housc»s lots or Cost, 
at the choice of the borower and begining only after ten 
years, So that the houses lots enhanced in price by 
progress of Improvements clearly would have an- 
swered (what I meant by that property) to have Saved 
altogether the Expense of the City establishment to 
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the nation — a Scheme of bargain tlie most Equal in 
advantages to both Sides of the Concernies — the which 
hath met the mind of the president and his approval 
too (appaivntiy at least Judging from the dismissal of 
all Interfering proposals and namely of one coming 
from the Se<*retary of the treasury [J/r. Ifamiltou] all 
which making the negociation Complete So far as in 
me depen(le<l — maintain me in the hope but the missing 
(f the promised by the* bargain, as relatt^i to myself 
with those Compagnies, especially wlien it is reflected 
on the causts will b<* admitted as a grievance properly 
recorded amongst Injury Intitling me to Compensa- 
tion. 

t>th. — that l)esid<»s that the (»stccm of the character 
and my personal (h»pendancy in tlu* late President dis- 
[>ositioiis had commandcHl an early unreserved commu- 
nication of my plans and th«* display of th<* machinery 
for Kxecntioii (so mu<h to my Injury since abused of) 
other raisons Joined as forcibly Indu<-ive that — no be- 
forehand bargain -had be<*n possible for the work of 
those plans nor no Sallary Could have Xhh'u well de- 
t<'riuined \'nv luv iP'enev nor dire<*tion of a work so va- 
ried and uu]>nMedeiiie(l- befon* Som(» i)revious begin- 
ing an<l an uuderstinnliug of the wlioh* magnitude of 
tin* ohjeri> nf pursuli liiul Imm*ii for au appraisement 
of the luboui* and Coni]Mning with that too the ad- 
vanta;i«»s rnsuiiiu lo ilic nation fimn tin* grand Combi- 
nation of tll4* pliiU. 

thus tl»i* TMiiti'i* tnni'i* tli:in oner all considered with 
the latf Picsidt'iit and on particular occasions too when 
tlic( 'iunniis<ionaiics <|U"^tion«<hvlijit wouhl be the price 
of my s«*rvices they having aci|nirsse<l in the obser\'a- 
tion on the prnpriity i»f a post])oning of tln^ determina- 
tion on the Subji-rt it Was by all wi-ll ttinlerstood that 
an allowance pn»pnrtinnatc to a gross estiinatt* of the 
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hole expenditure is the due, in all great entreprise to 
the Architect Conductor, Indei>endenMy of payment 
for plans and of other gratifications — and being agre- 
able to Such common usage that the Compagnies afore- 
noticed did offered me the $50,000 clearly the public 
part of the opperations to have gone on upon a pace 
with the private ventures — the Commissionaires them- 
selves must have felt had at least Intitled me to Some 
thing Similarly gratifying as allowance for the general 
direction Since that direction Could not possibly have 
embrassed less than it at first did — because upon a fast 
progressing of at one and the same time all the main 
parts of the City was depending my promise and En- 
gagement to them to have raised it a City to all Intent 
and purposes by the time by law prescribed fur the re- 
moval of (lovernment. 

Till.— that being charged with the execution of the 
president of the United States Intentions I could not 
have thought of bargaining before hand, nor of asking 
for written Instnictions or directions as I might well 
have done if I had been the Simple agent of the Com- 
mission — that thus — Insecure myself — but Engaged to 
an Insurance of the political end of the Entivprise as 
well as to th<» Safty of the ventures in it, and urged as 
I were besides from all sides and by Injunctions too 
the most positive and recidive from the president and 
from the Commission; to a pn^mature begining and 
progress in all what I proposed — having So confidently 
and So laboriously worked to gratify Impatient desire 
and been left no leisure for thinking of the end to my- 
self, — when it is considered that tliat end proved so 
abusive that it would SetMU as if I had onlv been valued 
as a convenient tool for levelling difticulties and be 
handled at (*verv ones wish till the wav mach* certain 
for other, the trowing of me aside had become expe- 

8 
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dient for reaping reputatiou and profit from my labour 
Bun-ely it cannot be otherwise but manifest (and as I 
promised it to myself) that the great chief patron of 
^ 1^ ^'^tablishement whose immediate and Confidential 
agt^ut I was — whose approval and Support hath En- 
aged nie in all my pursuits — being himself too 
<n'aDio and too good to have encouraged doings 
against his own Sense of the proprieties or with an lu- 
i^u of tile resulted wrong — knowing how much I 
^uITered and that I Submitted to all out of respect for 
^ <intidence in him — would not have failed on the 
present occasion from befriending me and have of his 
<*^Mi niovement procured a redresws every ways propor- 
tionate^ extending the esteemation of the Indemnifica- 
tion due to what a few months of longer Continuance 
m the business must necessarily have all secured to me. 
an estimation which how high so ever may here bring 
the Sum to Indemnifv — none who have a knowledge 
and understanding of the nature and proprieties of all 
the performed will Consider any way above the merited 
nor Could it indeed be deemed so by them who may be 
judge of only the labour and fatigue — the tow first sea- 
sons of trval of which all who withnesstnl will allow 
Committed me to more than the human frame and mind 
would be Capable of long Sustaining 

jis, — ^and lastly that — the Cases otTenMl here for Con- 
sideration — an* not Cases merely of a missing of gain or 
of depprivation the causes of trivials embarrassment 
momently felt — but cas<»s of real loss — of disappoint; 
ment of abs(dute dues — of right d(»p(Midency and of 
abuses altogetlier tlie cause tin* active* cause of my 
total ruin — the caus(» of (lu* total extinction of mj' re- 
sources in this Country and likewise* of the loss of in- 
heritance* in my native- being tin* fa<t that being In- 
vited to tilt* entn*]>rise of the city of Washington at an 
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Epoch of revolution when the occureuees in my native 
Country proved the most destructive of any that have 
been to Individuals rental estate took away from me 
the possibility of exertions to have Saved mine and 
that whilst my attention necessarily diverted from the 
turning:; of my family fortune caused the entire ceasinj^ 
of the Supply from parents whom did afforded to all 
mv need both durin": the late war and till that time 
in this Country — it so proved that also the necessary 
abandon or nejjjlect of all private Concerns that couUt 
have divided my attention from the City of washing- 
Con — were jointly the cause that — (on the vanishing of 
the grand prospect of fame and fortune by which I had 
been allured to the Entreprise) I was left without 
any thing on which to depend for Sustainance — since 
which vain though ardous my exertions were to re- 
irieve — the disappointment also of the waited for em- 
pIovnuMit in mv line of en«j:ineer exaustintr all mv )iav- 
ing and Hie assistance* of my friends too — has plundged 
me in to an abvss of difliculties the endunMice of which 
I have onlv been heartened to till this dav bv the retlee- 
tion that I am deserving of better end. — 

Closing here and Conscious that all in the foregoing 
is Strictly i\w true iind prcM-ise exposition of facts and 
of their unhappy Consequences — phMlging myself to 
that--it is nevertheless not upon the exciting of a sen- 
sibilitv of the wrongs which I sufFer<Ml that I found mv 
hojH* now in the Ecpiity and munificence of the Ameri- 
can national representation — my En<'ouragem<Mit so to 
hope from them rather deriving from a Confidem*e in 
their just sc^nse and well appraising of the greatness of 
my Entreprise of at once <reating a City to Ix* the Capi- 
tal of so vast an Emjure and that in the Estimation 
i»f the national advantages tlHM'(»from to derive, they 
will allow me mv Share of the merite. 
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whatev^T be the room for [^etty (Titicism as out of 
zeal to excuse the actual Incomplete State of thing 
.seem bent to Shiff off the blame on me by aflfectingly 
reprovin;^ the extensiveness of the plan and novelty 
of the distribution of the City of washin^j^ton — fearing 
not the mali<^nancy of such fault tinder nor that of 
•lealouses wh(*re I have the approbation of ray own 
mind for all \That 1 did or Intencled <h)ing — relying on 
the honor of the < Commissionaires themselves — in re- 
ferrin;; to them for the explanation of the Intention 
and conditions upon which my plan was framed and to 
t«*II hnw far thev havi* ( 'oiiformeil t<» or deviated from — 
hen* 1 will n*st upon the pnvsumption of its being vis- 
ible to all well (liceruiug mind — 

that rhe actual Iurnnveni<*ncv and ditticulties under 
which tJovernmeni will have for a while vet to Con- 
finue at tin* t'ity uf washin;rton — aiv not the fault of 
the System of iht* plan of establishm<*nt nor Imputable 
to any of ilir mana^remeni of the prt»jector but — to the 
contrary that it is tht* natural neri*ssarv conse<iuence 
of a d«]Kiriun* from tin* rull of rondurt tirst by me 
traced and Kntindy ilit* fault of the abandonement of 
the works by mr br;:an- nothing of whirh therefore 
can any wist* diminish of the nu^rite of original Intent 
nor make thoM* ;;rcal advanta;ics las after aill S(K)U or 
later, must result to the l'nit<-d States, the less attrib- 
uable to the well t'oui-eption and uraiid Combination 
of mv Scheme. uiH>n whicli ii nmv Suflice to n^nind 

• ■ • 

that th'* fir>t .i:ain, from my labour jms been that — 
of an Immense pn»pcrty ovei- nnd above ihe wanted 
for defravment of ijie wliolf \\i»rk of ihe riiv - that to 
nn* is e<|ually due the ;:ri*at hniease of ihe wealth of 
all tin* Indi;:enous Individuals of the ti-riiiory of Co- 
lumbia as likewise will b«' the projL:res^jve eurit hement 
of an Kxtcnsive Surriiundin;: Country wliilst mannfac- 
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tiir<M\s and mechanicians will bi* benefited various waA^s 
wlioM* jjjenins and arts in all the respt»ctive relations 
the vast opperations of the plan of the City were calcu- 
lated for, and can not but yet by suscession of time 
♦•reatly advance to a rivallinji: of European Superiority. 

thus to the recall (as per memoranda) of my military 
Services and Suffering in tryin^j time of difticulties 
and ha7.ard — bein*:: to be joined the recollection of 
many of my atchievements and endeavours to an ad- 
Aancement of the u;enius for liberal arts and Scienci*«, 
I trust — that allowinii: me tlie nierite of havinjj: been a 
zealous and primary promoter of a Spirit for great en- 
t reprises throu<;h the United Statcrs — the Consideration 
will b(* that — / /// //o Insttiurr worked to mi/ profit and 
that havin<i had on all occasions the Glory and Inter- 
ests of these United States at heart — mv exertions as 
respect to the territoiT of ("olumbia were not Confined 
(o the machinal drawinjj: of phins nor to the Stupid 
overscH^inj;; of men. 

therefore S^ifely here leavinjj off the Consideration 
of <::ri(»vances — if such as are in the forejjoing numbered 
were possible to be dt^nied the redress and compensa- 
tive prayed for — Still would 1 not renounce the expec- 
tation of a full EcpiivahMit to that — in an other way on 
rhe Simple appraising of the nuM'it(Ml by my Seiwices 
and p(»rformances 

relying upon this it is that I hen* confidently Sup- 
plicate that r(»(lress and Indemnification may bi* — for 
the Injury done to my fame* by anonymous Spurious 
publication of my plans — and for tlie wrong to my for- 
tune likewise owing to d(»privation of the proceed from 
the Sale of my own work — from that of tin* l(*arning 
bv mv labour aiul for otlu^r loss and Sacrific<*s thi* re- 
suit of mv zeal confid(Mic(* and Iib(»ralitv. — testifving at 
the same tinit* my |)osition now became such as to ren- 
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d(»r me pn»ssiiijx for a (Icterniiiiation — it being abso- 
lutely upon wliat power I nuiy obtain for a restoration 
of my former having that now depend my Existence — I 
remmain well prrsuadcMl but the prayer will be granted 
in all points auswerable to my lonj^ dependency on the 
Honor the* Justice and E<iuity of the American na- 
tion. — 

r. CllAULKS L'ENFANT 

[En(h)rs(»ment.] 

•*' 1^ • 

2d Skss: 0th ('on<;: 

No. 1. 

Statement of th(» 

Cast* of M. I/Knfant. 

I)(M MMiir. 1 1th, 

IS(H). 



SOMETIlIX(J ABOUT L'ENFAXT 
AND HIS PERSONAL AFFAIRS. 



Uy Wilhelnnis B. Brvan. 
[Read before the Society February 18th, 1895.] 



Neglect, lack of appreciation and in<i:ratitude are 
p;enerally conceded to have been the lot of L'Enfant, 
I lie desijrner of the plan of the nation's capital. This 
was his fate in life and posterity has done but little 
lo make amends for the wronp: ^nd injustice. It may 
hv that in the near future, his lonely and unmarked 
;:rave may be the sit(» of a suitable monument and that 
in some appropriate pla<*e in this city a statue or other 
memorial will be enacted to the j^enius of the man who 
dc'signed the* plan which confessedly has made Wash- 
in;rton the most beautiful and attractive (ity in the 
worhl. Without wishing to detract anything from the 
fame of the man to whom honor is propiTly dm* and has 
been withheld too long and, indcHMl, in a sjurit of the 
heartiest admiration for his genius, I have thcmght that 
it would be of inr(*n»st to call the attcMition of the So- 
cietv to some isolated facts about I/Enfant which are 
not generally known. 

Whatever may have* Ix^en the lack of ap])reciation of 
L'Enfant's ambition, as indicated bv his lonelv and 
neglected later years and the abs(»nce of any public 
recognition of his name and fame in tin* city which 
constitutes his chief claim to renoun, it is (piit(» rertain 
that I/Enfant himscdf did not place a slight (estimate 
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upon Ills abilities and his services. The favorable es- 
timate of Ills eoiiteinjioraries as to his attainments in 
the line of his proft^ssinn sec^ns to have been practically 
unanimous; although no doubt some of the earlj' land- 
owners would l!av(» entertained a higher opinion of 
I/IOufant's plan of tlu* city if it had allowed less space 
for strcMMs and ri^servatious and consequently added to 
tile numb(*r of the* s(|uare feet in tlM» lots which they 
had for salt*. 

Hut amon«r thost* in authority 1/Enfant, as a de- 
sijzuer, stocnl l!i<»li and if it had not becMi for his *'nnto- 
waul di>])ositi(in," as \\*a>hin<»ton \)\\X it, his connection 
with the rity mi;:lit hav<* had a difF(»r(»nt termination. 
In contrast with ihc uuani:uity of favorable opinion 
ent(*rtaiurd by I/I\nfaui, as w(dl as by his contempo- 
raries as to his abiliiics, may b<» rited the remarkable 
and striking jlivtM^ence in ro^ard to tli(» valu(» of his 
services. 

In March, 171M, lie i-ccriviMl from .Mr. didTerson, the 
SecnMaiy of Stale, iust iiirtions to prorrcd to (leorge- 
towii lo maK<* dra.viuus of iIm* |>arti<ular ^nuinds most 
lik«dy lo br approviMJ for iju* site of tin* I''ed«»ral town 
and lh«' buililiniis. llr was told bv Mr. .Jefl'«»rson that 
th<- mom y f( r \\\< n.rrss.iiy ('X|m*iis<-s w«mi1i1 bi* supplied 
!»v tin* Mavor ii\ < IiMirmMnw n.' In arrordanc(* with 

• • • 

thrsr insiruriiuiis. l/|]iif;iiii, in Ma:<l», ITIM, proceedeil 
to iIm* sil«* of I 111* foi iii"r ciiy. 

Tin* rai'Tn'si visiim- to ilir in-w ciiv of wliom wi* have 
any m-ord, i< < 'oj. .Jojin 'rniinbnll, w Ihi-i- liisiorir paint- 
in;:s till thr |»an<*ls in i Im- mi iind;i nf il:<- ( 'apiinj. About 
fhr timr ih<* riiN \\:is b«*L:iin lie was <'ii;^a;^i'i| in travel- 
ing arnund tin* muiiiry U^v il:«* |ni:|H»vr i)'( vrriii-in^ por- 
irait^i of ihr >i;;nii'^ n^ il'** 1 >«'r|;ir;iiinn «»f ln(lr])en- 
dt'Urr. i)\\ his \\',\\ imilh frniii IJirhiiiniid, in Mav, 

> Sis-f. ..f S:;i'.- r.» I.'IjiI.i!!:. U i": t-. »V- . "J i 1 S. --.. Tili < '••ii::. 
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1791, he states in his autobioj:;raphy that he arrived in 
(ieorgetowu, "where I found !Major L'Enfant drawing 
his plan of the City of Washington; rode with him 
over the ground on which the city has since been built; 
where the Capitol now stands was then a thick wood."- 

L'Enfant's connection with the city, after a service 
of just one year, ended in March, 1792, when, it being 
found impracticable to employ him, as Jefferson ex- 
presses it, **in that degree of subordination which 
was lawful and proper, he has been notified that his 
services are at an end." It seems that no definite ar- 
rangement was made in regard to his compensation 
and Jefferson, in a letter to the Commissioners, states 
that it is the wish that the reward for his services 
should be liberal, and that *'the President thinks of 
^2,500 or *3,000;'" 

A f(»w days later the Commissioners, in reply to Mr. 
Jefferson's letter, inform him that they have adopted 
I he President's idea about comix^nsation. They state 
that I/Enfant had already received about f()00 from 
them, besides his expenses of living and they expressed 
the opinion that he will have no cause to complain of 
having met with an inadecpiate reward. 

On the same day the Commissioners write* to L'En- 
fant, who is in Philadedphia, notifying liim that they 
have deposited the sum of 500 guineas with a firm in 
Philadelphia, where he may api)ly for it. In addition 
they inform him that tlu\v will givi* him a lot, either 
near the President's House or near the Capitol, as he 
may choose.* As is well known, I/Enfant, a f<*\v days 
later, rather curtly informed the Commissiont^rs that 
he would acc<»pt ueitluM* tin* inoiu^y nor tin* lot. 

•-• Aiit(»l»i(»j;rniiliy of J(»hn Tniinbull. p. \i'A\, Nrw Unvfii, 1S41. 

3 Sc^-t. of Smto \o ('oinniissioiu'rs. Reports. iVc. 2ii(l St'ss.. 7ili (>>ii;l?. 

♦ Ut'poris, \-c.. 2ii(l St»ss.. 7tli CoiiK. 
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II(» was evidently too proud to (»nter into any expla- 
nation of why he did not accept the (.'onnnissloners' of- 
(er. How far tin* (estimate of Washinjijton, Jefferson 
*<\\\(\ the ('oniniission<»rs of tlu* city of the value of the 
s(»rvic«»s rendered by l/Knfant fell short of the enpi- 
neer's own estimate may be accurately determined, for 
I/Knfant has h*ft a r<M-ord of what he believed to be 
justly du(* him. It s(»ems that his haughty attitude in 
re;;ard to this matter was maintained for some eij^ht 
years and th<*n, in ISOO, app(»are<I l/Knfant's first me 
inoiial to ih«» PresidtMit and to Conj^ress, statinjir his 
( iaim and asking a stMtlement. 

In tiiis do<'ument summarized by the committee on 
•laiiiis, whirh rrjMU'ted it adversely in 1S02, L^Enfant 
tcjMitinns in detail the various items in his bill against 
ihr (iovrrnmeiit as follows: For his labor for one year, 
ssjMMl; fnr tl!<* priitit Ik* ha<l a ri«^ht to receive from tlie 
sale of maps, s:{7,r)0U; and the further sum of |k50,000, 
lo use thf pi'iition«*r's own expression, "for perquisites 
of ri^ilii in |)artirnlar m*^oiiations and enterprise." 
TIm* toijii rl.iiiii aniiuintrd to >?!>.■>,.">(>().'' 

'I'll* (JilTri- wk'v I) two. II s!C»,r»ut) and .S2,r>()0, even when 
fhi- vnhn* of w lof in tlio rity of Washington is thrown 
inio tlif baianrf*, musi l»a\o lnon sutlicimtly striking 
to make ail itii)ii'rvsinii on siicii an ariistir temperament 
as I/Miir;iMt t\i.IiMtly pi»><i>s«M|. It is ]M*obable that 
♦ •von a p'M't w Mill. I l»ii\o iiotirod tl'is discrepancy be- 
t\Mt-n ant ii-ijtarn.n and ri'aii/aiion. and, tliorofore, it 
iirod tint In* Ml viifpfi^in;: that l/I'nfatit was remlered 
siMirhlrs^ ;ind i«'nraiiM*d so I'nf noaiJN riiiht voars. 

A ftf r Ira \ Jul: t In- sit\ i« o dt t ist- rit v ho soonis to have 
found sunio fiMpioN !iiont a< an rii;;iiH'or, but it was 
|U-ol:ably of iit«*uuia;- dutatinn. Tiaditinn lias it that 
Im* spoilt roii*«iili*iM!iI(* tiiin* in lianntin;: tin' rorriilors of 
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\\w Capitol building in the interests of his claim. He 
failiMl, however, to induce Congress to take the same 
vi<»w of the value of his services to the citv as he did. 

Following a period of delay whi<h, it seems, was as 
( liaracteristic of legislative consideration of such mat- 
t<»rs in those davs as in later vears, on the 27th of 
March, 1804, a bill became a law which, in one of its 
sections authorized the superintendent of the city to 
settl(» and pay L'Enfant's claim "in the manner, and 
on the terms heretofore proposed, by the said Commis- 
sioners." It seems, however, that the unfortunate en- 
gineer was deeply in debt and a creditor by the name 
of McKae secured a judgment and levied on the money 
which L'Enfant was authorized to receive. In conse- 
quence the necessities of T/Enfant, which had become 
('Xtremely urgent, were not relieved by this measure. 

Souk* four years later, in 1808, L'Enfant addressed 
the Superintendent of the city, calling his attention to 
to the fact that this mon(»v had been taken bv one of 
his creditors and explaining that the pressing need of 
securing the means to support his mis(»rable existence 
was the r<»ason tlnit h(» again applicMl for assistance. 
He suggc^sted that in the amount awarded to him under 
the act of Congress there had be<»n sonu* mistake in the 
cah'ulation and, in his opinion, tluMM* was still du(* him 
some thr(M* or four .hundred dollars. He askcMl the 
superintendent to look into the* matt<»r and inform him 
whether h<» could not draw on him for that amount. 
He stat<Ml that h(» would thus be abh» to pay a board 
bill du(» to a Mr. Khodt^s and that about $100 would be 
left for his own use.'' 

The historv of tin* claim siH'ms to hav(» been closed 
by a bill which became a law in 1810, appropriating the 

'M/Knf;inr ro tlu' Sni>»'riiu«Mu!<Mit «»f tin* <-ity <»f W.isliiii;;tnii. April. 
1808. 
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sum of ^(JO().(l() with leji:al iutensst from March 1, 1792, 
to i)av 1/Eiifant for servict\s in laying out a plan of the 
city. Th(* total amount nueivcMl by I/Enfant under 
I Ills act was ^l,:j!)4.20. It is dilticult to determine why 
I his (»xact amount was fixed upon, but it is not ini- 
probabh* that it was the balance remaining unpaid of 
the ii?2,r>()0, which Washington an<l Jefferson and the 
( "ommissioncMs beli(*vtMl to bt» a liberal compensation 
for his scM'vices. 

('ongn*ss apparently was of tht» same mind. As has 
ahead V Immmi staled, tin* i'omniissioncrs informed Mr. 
defTerson in 171)2 (hat th(*v had alr(*adv paid I/Enfant 
>(>(M). With this (»xc(*ption and tl!(» one* above men- 
tioned, ih(»rc is onlv on(* otlu r record as far as T have 
ivecn able to learn of an additional payment having 
been mach* to I/Knfant. At the first sale of the h)t8 
awarded to the < Joverument in the division, the records 
show that I/Knfant becanu* the puichascM* of lot 30, 
squar<» l.*{7, which is on the west sid(» of S(»venteenth 
stieet, jtist uorlli (d' II Street. This sah* was ludd in 
September, 17*.H. I/Kulaiit paid JS<»7 at the* time of 
the sah' and tht re was w bahince du(* (d' some ^200. 
Thr price <d' the jut wns \V.\ pouiids, Maryland cuiTency, 
nr in the curren«v uf the ijreseiit dav about J!i^2r>7." The 

• I • 

prnprriy w.is ir;ni<rened tu l/I'nfant and several 

^e;^rs Liter file b;il;nMe dur was liaid bv tllc citV. I/Kn- 

• If. 

fant siibsiMjueni ly t raii>rt rre;I ih*'* ji»i t(» Uichard Lo- 
derstrnin and flu* hut' i- in 1MH» ;i<si;^n«'d tl:e lot to 
IM'ilip r»;iri:iii K«\\ . 

The ;:eneriil niiiliiii"* i.r III- lil'r ^\^ l/1'^nfant are 
pr«»tty w«-II know 11. lb- wns ;i ynimii \\\\\\\ in the prime 

nf lif<» W hi*n he de-^iiiU' d t lie piail of t lie <il \ . lie Hvcd 

to the ^uod nid ;ii:i- I.r ^t\ ••III \ . N«-ari\ om* h;ilf of his 
life w;i^ |iriniir;'l'\ v|,,.ii| ill ..'o-niriix. As i< well 
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known he lived for a nnniber of years as a dependent at 
tlie home of William Dndley l)ij»:j»:s, on a farm near this 
city, now the property of the Kig^s estate. He was 
buried there. Some writers elaini that he lived in ab- 
solute retii*ement, never even visiting this city. 

The late W. W. Corcoran recalled having often seen 
I/Knfant and S4iid that he was a frequent visitor at 
his father's house. Mr. Corcoran described L'Enfant 
as a tall, erect nmn, fully six feet in height, finely pro- 
portioned, nose prominent, of military bearing, courtly 
air and polite manners, his figure usually enveloped 
in a long overcoat and surmounted by a bell-crowned 
hat.^ As far as known, no picture of L'Enfant is in 
exist<»nce, although in a history of the city of Wash- 
ington, published as late as the year 1889, there is a 
cut of a handsome man, under which appears the in- 
scription **Pierre Charles L'Enfant." 



8Huk1i T. Tajrpirt's ItH-tuiv, The Kveiiinj; Star ( Wasliiiijrton), 
Mar. 3()th, 18J>3. 



MAJ. PIEKKE ClI AKLES L'ENFANT, 
THE UNIJOXOUED AND rXKEWAKDEI) ENGI- 

NEEK, 



By 

Jamt»s Dudlt^y M()r«»;an, M. D. 
[lv(»a(l befoiH^ tlu» Socit^ty F(»l)ruary ISth, 1895.] 



It is a lastiiifi: (lis}»Ta((» upon the Aiu<»rican Congress 
and pc^oph' that ()n(» lik(^ lM(*n*(^ Charles L'Enfant, in 
whom we tind so jnnch to admin* and to reward, who 
has don(» so mnch ft)r America, its CapitiiJ and the 
Am(»ri(aii p(M)pl(», shonhl hav(s in (h<» early summer 
<Hi(l autumn of his life*, (but for the kind and substan- 
tial aid ^i\'(Mi him by Thomas Attwood l)ijj;f::es of War- 
Inirton, and later by W'm. l)udh\v l>ij»';::(»s, of (iroon 
Hill, tli(* «»i'an(lfather of the* writ(»r, wlnM'e \\o died 
^luiM* Mtli, lS2r»), dejKMKh^d (lOxhibit A) upon cliarity 
for the m(»sl ordinai'V lUM-cssitics to sustain life. 

IMci-n^ (1iarl(*s !/Enfant was no b(»<»<^*ar (Exhibit B) 
when lie canH* to us from r'i'ance in tin* early part of 
the vear 1777. He was at that linu' a liiMitiMiant in 
flic l^'rcnch Provincial Service*. In the autumn of that 
year In* tendered his scivices as en^ine(»r in tin* Conti- 
lu'iital Army, lb* wa< born in 17.")."), of <i»-ood parent- 
age, and hnd i-elaiives and friends of substantial nutans. 

His oi'i^inal c(Mnniissi(ni (»r ('a])tain of Enjjciueers 
bears date of I'ebruai-y IS, 177S. H(» fought through 

Ni»rK. An nnilH'inic lik('iu'<> nf I/I^iifnnl i-aiuior ho fuuihl. — Au- 

llUJl*. 
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I he Kevoliitionary War, shedding his bh>od for our 
<ause on the battle-field at Savannah. lie wa« a pris- 
oner under Sir Henry Clinton; paroled May, 1780^ 
by Major Stuart, Com. of Prisoners; exchanged, New 
York, January 17th, 1782. He was made Major of En- 
;j.ineers May 2d, 1783. At the close of the Kevolution 
we find his services constantly in demand, more espe- 
rialiy in the capacity of engineer and architect. A 
testimonial (Exhibit C) from the corporation of New 
York, dated 13th October, 1789, and signed by Jas. 
Duane, secretary, speaks of his distinguishes! merit 
and services. A most interesting letter is one (Ex- 
hibit I)) dated 11th of June, 1789, from 1). Humphreys, 
Jelling L'Enfant that ''Mrs. AYashington having post- 
poned an engagement for Saturday next is desirous 
of seeing the Federal Building." A little earlier in 
the same year is a lett(»r dated May 24th, 1789, from 
Alexander Hamilton writing thus to I/Enfant about 
the <lesigu for the medal of the Cincinnati: (Exhibit E) 
*'You will not forg<»t, I liope the devices for the coin«. 
As soon as your imagination shall have fixed upon any- 
thing, I shall be glad to know it.'' H(» was the archi- 
tect and builder of Robert Morris' house in Philadel- 
phia, and ht»r<^ 1 shall stop for a UKJUUMit to refer to 
the many inaccuracie;^ and unwarr^lJlSH allus-ions, 
which are niadt* by most biographers of I/tkifant. The 
biography, though it may be brief, will mo^t likely re- 
fer to him as Ww man who built the house of Robert 
Morris, which brought financial ruin to its owner; not 
seeking, p(»rhaps not caring to know that L'Enfant did 
not reap th<* harv<»st; for in the writer's possc^ssion are 
(Exhibit F) uncancelled promissory nott*s of Kobert 
Morris for larg(* sums to 1/Enfant. I/Enfant was also 
the engine<*r of Fort MilTlin, 17t>4, and later on of (Ex- 
hibit (;) Fort \Yashington. In the fall of 1791 we find 
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Jiiin enpifjed in exaniiiiinjj: the quarries of Wijj^ginton 
Island, A(iuia, Va., U)v purixKse of foiindatiou stono 
for the Capitol of the Tiiited States, and on the 18tli 
of X()V(*nil)er, 1701, he eonsuniniated a lease of these 
<|uarri(»s from (i(»or<j:e Rrent. He was appointed, July 
7, 1S12 (Kxhibit 11) '* Professor of the Art of Enginwr- 
inj; in tlu» Military Ac^adeniv of the Tnited States." 
'i'his appoint nuMit. he did not aeei^pt, and wrote on 
th<» paper of notification, *Mina(cepte<l but not re- 
je(t(Ml- P. (\ \:VA\\r 

What int(M(*sts us most at this (N)nversatione, aiv, 
tirst, dorumcMitarv facts, and, s(M-ond, written evidence 
t^Midin** to show what paii L'Knfant took in layinfi^ out 
\\\v (1ty of Washington. Tlu* hitters (Exhibit I) of 
JclTiMson show v(*rv plainly of tlH»mselves that Presi- 
<lrnt Washin«i:ton had left tin* plannin<>f of the city in 
the hands of 1/Enfant. JctTcrson writes, "I am happy 
that the IM(»sident has h»fl tin* plannin<i: of the town in 
such «iood hands." Inder date of Au<!:ust IS, 1791, 
Jt^fferson wiites to I/Knfani: *'A (Exhibit J) person 
apjdied to nn* the other day on th(»snbj(M*t of en^rftving 
a map of \Vr I'ederal i(»rrilorv. I obsc^rved to him that 
if vonrself or Mr. Ellieoti rljose to have this done, vou 
Would have the best li^lit to it." I/Enfant under- 
scores the name, Mr. ICIIirott, and writes on the niar- 
j:in of the paper in peiiril, "\v!iat ri;:ht could this man 
have thereto. " (Mi «r]\hibit K) September !Mh, 1791, 
the Commissioner'- tlinMi MajfH- l/IOnfnnt to ins(»rt the 
sonndinj^s of the W.sten» Hi-amh in the map and alno 
•'wi* e\p«Mi Major l-Ilii-ott will furnish you with the 
dire<'tion of a j>ost-roa<l, whirh wi- wished noticcMl in 
the map." In a .l\\hibit L) letiei- f»f S«»ptemlH*r 12, 
!7!M, from Amlri'W lUliroit to l/IOnfant, he savs that 
*'.lefft»rson nnd Mailison :ippr;ired mnih pleasi»d biith 
with the plan of the citv ami iIh' coiintrv which it c<iv- 
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ers/' Further on in his letter he says: *4 expected 
some directions from them (Commissioners) respecting 
the different plans, where the lot« should be laid off, 
but received none." ElJicott finishes his letter, *•! am, 
Dr. Sir, Your real friend." Tobias Lear writes Major 
L'Enfant fr(mi Philadelphia, Oct. 6th, 1791, that he had 
called on Mr. Pigal about ''the i)late of copper for the 
en«;raving of the Fe<leral city; ♦ ♦ ♦ that he re- 
<]uests to have your lar<i:e draft of the city ♦ ♦ ♦. 
I shall call up<m him again in the morning and will 
press him, if it is possible to get some done from the 
draft which he has." ♦ ♦ ♦ The letter (Exhibit M) 
of Tobias Lear, October 12, 1791, to L'Enfant tells 
him, '*! am d(*sirous of obtaining a lot for myself in a 
pleasant and agreeable jmrt of the city, provided the 
pri(*e does not exceed 500 dollars ♦ ♦ ♦ . x\\^ 
water lots on the Eastern Branch appear from the 
draft (of the map) to be b<*st for that purpose." A 
trut* copy ((Exhibit N) of a letter from L'Enfant to 
David Burns, December 21, 1791, says that '^agreeable 
to his rec^uest the squares, on which he wished to erect 
his house will be marked; the squares marked in the 
map No. 171 will border on one of the diagonal avenues 
to the President's palace," ♦ ♦ ♦ (\)ming down 
to a later date are (Exhibit O) L'Enfant's estimates of 
expenses for carrying on the work for 1792, as he had 
laid down in his draft; also (Exhibit P) observations 
explanatory of the plan. It may be interesting, in clos- 
ing my part of this short symposium on L'Enfant and 
Ellieott (for should time permit, the writer could pre- 
sent quite a voluminous communication, covering the 
time from L'Enfant/s appointment as a captain in the 
Revolutionary army down to and including the de- 
clining days of his life, spent as a guest (Exhibit Q) 
of Wm. Dudley Digges at Oreen Hill, Prince George's 

9 
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county, M(l.), to read the testimonial (Exhibit R) to 
L'Enfant signed by all, except a few, of the original 
proprii^tors, and these few, as is well known, (Exhibit 
S) einbarrass(»d an<l obstnicte<l the project of laying 
out th(» str(M*ts of the citv. 

Th(» ConiniissioncM's fWni. Johnson, Dr. Stuart and 
Daniel Carndl), iiiid(»r date of March 23d, 1794, writing 
to President \Vashin<»ton, siiy, "Y'ou nia^' rec(dlect that 
sev(*ra] tliini^s in tlu* course of the <iuarr(d with L'En- 
fant stron«»ly pointed to a duplicity and ill-intentioned 
conduct of Ellicott." I/Knfant was handled rather 
Kliabbily all arcnind; his trunk with papers was i)ur- 
loin(*d, (lOxhibit T) his inu}4:h sk(»t<hes and drafts of 
the ciiv wert» withheld bv his (Kxhibit T) assist-ants 
(Ellicntts), and th<' very eu«4:rav(*r (Exhibit V) whom 
Mr. Vnun^, a iniblislKM* of a monthly magazine, had in- 
tended retaining to (Migravc* the map for l/l'^nfant, was 
HCM'ured by oth(*r parties. 

Pool* l/Kiifaiit has lieeu accused of so many wrong- 
doings, that one is surpriseti t<» find how many things 
he did which were i^ood. 

lie mad(* every reascmabh* elTort to continue at 
p(*ace with the ( 'nmmissioners. To his <redit, and to 
our beiietit, he foiiizht to I he hist to have the iMMleral 
City laid oiii uii i^raiid, extensive and imposing lines. 
His appoint ineiit came {'rmii ihe Pi-esident, and to the 
dav of (llxhibit \\\ \\\< ''dedinini; to s<*rve further" 
if harassetj and <»bvtrn<te«| in his jdans by ihe connter- 
oiders of ihe ( 'oniinissiun«'rs, he IkkI the i)eautv and 
grandiMir id* the N;niunal t'ai>iial at heai-t and ob<*di- 
c»n<-e and xeu'-raiion fur the Pfe<ident. The h*ii(»r to 
.I<*[T«*rsun (Ivxhibii X) shows with what earnest n(»s8, 
enthusiasm and pridi* he<Mitered n)Hin his work, March 
II, ITiH: and his intei-«st was nevii* abated. He made 
every etTort to ex|»edite dvxhibits \\ tin* plan an<I en- 
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Braving of the map of the city and showed his zeal 
and confidence in its future growth and importance by 
])urchasing a lot (Exhibit Z) on October 18, 1791. The 
beautiful and touching lett(»r of William Thornton (Ex- 
hibit XX) to Koberdeau, is re-echoed as sorrowfully to- 
day as over one hundred years ago: *'I lament that a 
difference of opinion should have arisen between the 
late Commissioners and the ingenious Major L'Enfant. 
* * * I find that no compensation (Exhibit XXX) 
has yet been obtained by Major L'Enfant for the great 
exertion (letter torn) his genius and talents." ♦ ♦ ♦ 



EXHIBIT A. 



Inventory of the personal goods and chattels of Peter 
Charles L'Enfant, taken by Anthony Deans and John 
Dodson, appraisors, appointed by the Orphans' Court 
of the District of Columbia: 

Three watches (one silver and two gold). . $30 

One compass 10 

One pocket do 1 

One pocket do 1 

One lot of surveying instruments and 

books 2 

One lot of maps 1 

(Exhibits of J. D. Morgan's paper on L'Enfant.) 



EXniBIT B. 

(Letter of Charles L'Enfant.) 

Extract from letter to Moses Young, Consul-General 
for the United States of America to Madrid: 



s 




!*-» 



s 

(-4 



(-4 





• 


s 


• 

2 


r^ 




s 


VH 


s 


s 


•t 


»H 


»■ 


r^ 


»H 


1^ 


•^ 

l^ 






3 


QC 


o 

Q 




• 


• 





o 

X 



l^ 
M 






c 
0} 






X 









o a 



J! -5 



ci 



cs 



r1 Cl fH 



ri 



<N fO 



fo 






vD 



I'- l>. X On »H 1-1 CI 



X 






o 

o s 
^ o 



be 



0- 



i4 



•*^ s 

o * 
ctf 

a o 
CC c 

•=1 

^^ t: 

§^ 



sn 

a 



24 



y. D, Morgan — Maj. Pierre Charles U Enfant, 125 

*4; at the onset on that unfortunate business had 
fortune, friends and relations, who generously supplied 
all my wants — they are no nioix^^ — all have perished 
and with tlieni my fortune and friends. I was not then 
in the habit of keeping tavern company. I kept a 
iiouse, servants and hoi-ses and was obliged to have 
carried all my wants in the (woods)? I moreover made 
frecpient journeys to Phila. to consult with the Presi- 
•lent on my business. ♦ ♦ ♦ j merely mention the 
fact of the i)lunder of my office, ])apers, etc. to make 
manifest the difficulty of proving how consi<lerable 
were the quantity of detail plans of the grand project 
and how the correspondence on the subject was also 
lost. 

'*At that time too the particular plan and copper 
plates by me prepared for engraving in the month of 
August '91 in Phila. had (by reason of the multiplicity 
of my other avocations at Washington) been unavoid- 
ably delayed and lodged in the best place of safety, 
into the hands of the President aus is shown in docu- 
ments No. 1. But although thus i)rotect(Ml a number 
ef my drawing copies had been made therefrom with- 
(Mit my knowle<lge, such as W(»re seen in both houses of 
Congress hanging on the Walls in December '1)1. Oth- 
ers were sent to Europe, viz, to Portugal and even to 
Petersburg in Russia. The Commissioners by means of 
an agent at Phil, in a surreptitious way procured the 
aforesaid phm prepared for engraving as shown by doc- 
ument No. — , and having efr(*ctt»d the engraving pre- 
vailed on the President himself to cause* the publica- 
li<m whereby having obtain<Ml the numbc^r of copi<»s 
they wanted and becoming ultinuit(dy possessed of the 
copp(*r plat<» they deemed tlnMustdves dis(»ngaged from 
the obligation of paying me the value of lOOOO copies, 
which they had before in an affected manner re<]uested 
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of me as the tloriiinent No. — , which No. proves. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
"I found myself also deprived of considerable emolu- 
ments from the sale of the map of the city and not only 
my ri<>ht to the exclusive privilege was rendered null, 
but the obliteration of my name from the title of the 
publication as the (Migraved plan itself will show, de- 
prived me of the re])Utation of havinjj; orij>inated the 
plan of the establislunl city, now the accepted seat of 
the Fnited States government. * * *This surely 1 
cannot believe was eitlua* done or i)ermitted to be done 
by the President Wn. and although the Oomns. have 
rei)resented it so, I cannot imagine it possible that the 
President's remembrance of the dliticultv and magni- 
tude of mv labor and his fornua* sense of mv right to the 
exclusive* privilege of publishing the map of the city 
<'()ul(l hav(^ btM-ome (extinct, so very immediately as at 
the instant when tlu^ pur])ose for which he had hurried 
on the establishnu^nt of the city was so eminently as- 
sured bv th(» in(l(»f.itiuabilitv of mv zeal and the liber- 
ality of my su])]>li(^s of th(^ greater part if not of the 
whoU* of the expense incurred. 



EXIIIHIT C. 

(L(Mt(^r from Jas. Duaiie, S(m\, to Major F/Enfant.) 

N(»w York onicM' of Mnvoraltv \W Octr. 1789. 
Sir: 

It is with very gi-cat plcasui'c tiiat I |)resent to you 
th(» (»nclos(»d T(^stimolliaI of your distiuguislKHl merit 
and si'rvicc^s; in b(dialf; and by the unanimous order of 
lh(» ('ori)oration. AX'liile tlie Hall (\\ists it will c^xhibit 
a most r(^spectabh' monunuMit of youi* eminent Talents 
as well as of the munilicencc^ of the citizcMis. With my 
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best wishes for your happiness and prosperity, I have 

the Honor to be — with gi-eat esteem, 

Sir 

Your most obedient servant, 

Jas. Duane, Sec. 
Major L'Enfant. 



EXITIIUT D. 
(Letter from D. Humphreys to Major L'Enfant.) 

Sir: 

Mrs Washington having postponed an engagement 

she had for Saturday next; is desirous of seeing the 

Federal Building on that day. — I have; therefore; 

taken the liberty of informing you; and of inquiring 

the hour which will be most convenient; in all respects; 

for making the visit. 

1 have the honor to be 

Sir 

Your most obedt. and 

Most humble servt. 

D. Humphreys. 
Thursdav Mornc: 

nth June 1789. 

Major L'Eiifaut. 



EQHIHIT E. 
(Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Major L'Enfant.) 

Mav 24tli 1791. 

t 

Mv dear Sir: 

I received in due time your lett(M' of the Sth of April; 
an early acknowledgment of which has been postponed 
bv the hurrv of business. 
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1 thank you much for the full communieation yon 
Iiavi» made \\w conrerninjx the intended seat of Govern- 
ment, and will be obli«;(Ml by a continuance of your ob- 
servations and sucii further information as the prog- 
ress of your operations may render interesting. 

Vou will not for«;(»t 1 hope the devices for the Coin. 
As soon as your ima;;:ination shall have tixed upon any- 
thing 1 shall be glad to know it. 
With very great regards, 

1 rcMuain always Yr. friend, 
& ob<'d. Ser. 

A. Hamilton. 
Major I/Enfant. 



KXlllIUT V. 

(Copy of pronjissory not(* from Kob(»rt Morris to L'En- 

fant.) 

On demand I promise to transf<»r to Mr. L'Enfant op 
urth»r, Twrlvi* sliares of tin* stork of tin* Hank of the 
Tnileil Stai«»s for value* ICerrivtMl. lMiila<la. Octo. 22cl. 
171M. 

KOHT. MOKUIS. 

12 Sharrs. 



EXimuT (;. 

• Directions to send certain materials to Fort Washing- 

ington to be delivered to Maj. l/Eufani, 

signrd Jam**s Monro(».) 

On Monday llMh to br sent to Major 1/Enfant Fort 
Washinirton. 
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50 men with 15 or 20 wheelbarrows — spades and 
piek axes and a number of good axes. Carts will be 
wanted hereafter. 

Timber will also be wanted for the work and some 
carpenters and masons and about 20000 Brick, some 
rough stone and lime of which a note will b(» given by 
Major L'Enfant. 

Sei)t. 15th 1814 

Signed Jas. Monuok. 

Major Marsteller. 



EXHiniTlI 1. 

(Copy of appointment of Major L'Enfant to the pro- 
fessorship of the art of engineering in the Military 
Academy of the W S.) 

War Department, July 7th, 1812. 
Sir 

YOF are hereby notified that you have been ap- 
pointed Professor of the Art of Enginc^ering in the 
Militaiw Academv of the I'nitcMl States 

On receipt of this letter you will please communi- 
cate to this department your ac<-eptance or non-accep- 
tance of said appointment; and in case of ac(M»ptance 
remain for orders at your present place of residen<e. 
Respectfully your obedient servant, 

W. EUSTIS. 

Peter Charh^s L'Enfant, 

P. A. E. Washington. 

(I/Enfant's comment) 

T"nac<*(*pted but not re- 
jected— P. (\ I/Ent. 
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EXHIBIT H 2. 

(Professor of Enginoering, West Point.) 

17th July, 1812. 
Dear Sir: 

I have this moin(*nt reed, your letter. I have not 
time to give you au auswer ou the several subjects to 
which it relates. My earuest advice to you is to accept 
the appointment conferred on you by the govt. It will 
d(*prive you of no claim which you now have, and pro- 
vhle you an honorable station, and support. Your 
creditors have no prospect in your present situation. 
This appoint UHMit may afford some hope. My wish 
ihercfon* is that you accept it. You might write a 
hotter to the s(Mn»tary at war, and to the president, 
stating that more active* service was desired, and en- 
ter into all the consid(*rations which you think proper, 
but do not diM'line this appointment. 

With regard yours, 

Jas. Monuoe. 

Major l/Enfant. 



EXIIIHIT I. 

(Letter from Thos. Jcff<»rsnn to Maj. 1/Enfant. 

IMiihidclphia, Apr. 10. 1791. 
Sir: 

T am favored witli your letter of tin* ttli inst. and 
in compliance with your reijuesi I have examined my 
papers and found the plans of I^rankfort on the 
Mayne, Carisruhe, Amsterdam. SlraslH•r^^ Paris, Or- 
leans, Hordeaux, Lyons. MonfiM'lier, Marseilles, Turin 
and Milan, which I send in a roll by this post. They 
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are on a large and accurate scale. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
I am happy that the President has left the planning 
of the town in such good hands and have no doubt it 
will be done to general satisfaction. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Your most obedt. humble servant, 

Th. Jefferson. 



EXHIBIT J. 

(Letter of Thomas Jeflferscm to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

Philadelphia, Aug. 18, 1791. 
Sir: 

The President has understood for some time past 
that you were coming on to Phihulelphia and New 
York. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

A person applied to me the other day on the subject 
of engraving a Map of the Federal territon-. I ob- 
served to liim that if yoursidf or Mr, EUlntt chose to 
have this done, you would have the best right to it. 

I am with much esteem — Sir 

Your very humble servant, 

Tn. Jefferson. 
(L'Enfant 's comment:) 

**What right could this man have thereto." 



EXHIBIT K. 

(Letter from the ('ommission<*rs of tli(» District of Co- 
lumbia to I/Enfant.) 

Cieorge Town 9 SeptcMur. 1791. 
Sir. 

We have agreed that tin* FtMh^ral District shall be 
called "The Territorv of Columbia" and th(» Federal 



132 Records of the Columbia Histoiical Society, 

City **Tho City of Washinj^^ton" the Title of the Map 
will therefore be ''A Map of the City of Washington in 
the Territory of Columbia." 

We have also agreed the streets b<» named alphabet- 
ically one way and niimerieally the other, the former 
dividiHl into North and South Letters, the latter East 
and W(\^t Numbers from the Capitol. 

Major Kllicot with propter assistance will imme- 
diately take and soon furnish vou with soundinjjs of 
the Weste^rn Hranch to be inserted in the Map; we ex- 
jUMt he will also furnish you with the Direction of a 
proposed post-road whi( h we wish noticed in the map. 



EXHIBIT L. 

(LettiM- of Andrew Ellicott to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

Territory of Columbia, Sept. 12th, 1791. 
Dear Sir: 

i[(»ssrs fJ(^ff(M*soii and ^iadisoii h^ft this jdace on Fri- 
day last, th(\v ai)i)(^ar(Ml widl ])l(*as(Ml with the jdan of 
till* City and th(* counlry which it covers. Tlie Com- 
missioniM's broke up last Saturday after sittinji: several 
ilays. ♦♦♦♦♦♦[ (*xp(M-ted some directions 
from tluMu r(^si)<M*lin<»' tlu^ difftMMMit placets where the 
lols should be laid off; but r(^c(My<Ml none — on that 
head I am at a loss — * ♦♦*♦♦*! hope you 
will he with us soon, our family all send their respects 

to M)U. 

I am Dr. Sir, 

Your rc^al friend, 

Andw. Elijcott. 
iiajor I/Enfaut. 



\ 
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EXHIBIT M. 

(Letter from Tobias Lear to Maj. L'Eiifant.) 

Philadelphia, October 12th 1791. 
Dear Sir: 

Altho I know the present must be a very busy mo- 
ment for you; yet I have ventured to request the 
favor of you to purchase a few lots in the City of 
Washington at the approaching sale, if it can be done 
agreeably to the following terms. 

I am desirous of obtaining a lot for myself in a 
pleasant and agreeable part of the city, provided the 
price should not excin^^d five hundred dollars for the 
lot. The particular spot I must leave to your choice, 
for I am not enough acquainted with the ground to 
determine upon that. Some friends of mine of Massa- 
chusetts have applied to me to obtain for them some 
lots if it should be in my power to do it. * * * * 

The water lots on the Eastern Branch Northeast of 

the entrance of the canal a{)pear from the draft, to be 

best for that purpose; but of this you will be better 

able to judge than I am. • ♦ • 

With great respect & esteem 

Dear Sir 

Your most obedt. serv. 

Tobias Lear. 
Maj. L'Enfant. 



EXHIBIT N. 

(Autograph copy of a letter of Maj. L'Enfant to David 

Burns.) 

George Town, december llnth, 1791. 
Dear Sir: 

Agreeable to your request of yesterday the Square 
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on which you desire to erect a house will be marked so 
as to enable you to proceed as convenientlj' and as im- 
mediately as you please in di}j;:ging: the foundation. 

This square marked, in the map 171 will border on 
one of the main dia«^onal av(Miues to the Presiilent's 
palac(»; it will have a front on part of the square to 
that [Kihico and will also vi<'w on the <>:rand park & on 
many of tlH» princiiKil improvements — so it will be 
Worth your att(*ntion to hav(» the house of a proper 
dinuMision of fronts and in (»very respect combine com- 
fortably with the plan of the intended improvements. 
« j» « j^ « « 

I have tli<* honor to b(» (h*ar Sir 

Your most humble & 

Obedt. servant 

P. C. I/Enfant. 
Mr. david burns, Ksq. 



KXIIIIUT O. 

McninraiMhr 

••M >hs<'rviitinns I'XphniJifnry nf tlir plan of the city 

bv Miijnr l/Knfinii." 



KXHIIMT W 

•'•Kstiniiiif nf rxpfiisi' fur m<*n, iirnvisimis and ma- 
IfHals iHM*«*s<iirv fur riUMliinin;:: tln' operations in the 
IVtlrral i'itv for Wxir 



•Tlir Mriu'itiriK «»f Kx.iK--. o .iii«l V in full ar*- \\\ im^M'SsloD Of 
.I:iiiii'*» l»ii«ll«'y MiiruMii. M. I>. 
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EXHIBIT Q 1. 

(I/Eiifant invited to live with Wm. Dudley Digges.) 

Green Hill, Febry. 4tli, 1824. 
Dear Sir: 

I duly received j'our letter by George Gray and have 
to inform you that it would give me pleasure if you 
would come up and take your residence here. I have 
furnished George with what articles you may stand in 
ne<Hl of at present; you will also be able to visit the 
city house at your ease and as often as you may please 
in order to attend to your business before Congress. I 
wish you would have all the papers and whatever. you 
juay think of any value packed up, so that when you 
leave Warburton, there Avill be nothing of importance 
belonging to me left behind. I shall send my wagon 
down again in a few davs and at that time will send 
you a horse to ride up. I will also write you again. 
George Gray will have a list of the principal articles 
to be brought up. You may rest assured, Dear Sir, 
that I have considc^red vour situation and know that 
it has been an unpleasant one; if a hearty welcome 
to Greenhill will make it more i)leasant, I c«an assure 
vou have it from all mv familv. As to the Blacksmith, 
he is hired to ilr. Dyer. With compliments to my 
Aunt and John, I am ,I)ear Sir, 

Your obt. servt.. 
To Wm. D. Digoks. 

Major L'Enfant, 

Warburton, 
Per George Gray. 
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EXHIBIT Q 2. 

(Letter from Wiliiaiu Dudley Digges to ilaj. L'Enfant 

at Warburton.) 

Dear Sir: 

I send you by Mr. ("anideu a luule which I hope you 
find aeeeptabh* — I wish you wouhl send up by the 
waj::on whatev(»r you think, ran b(» of any service to us 
here and what is not actually needed by my Auut 
I think you had b(»tt(»r come up and take your quarters 
with nu*. II(»re you an* welcome and your coming will 
give UK* givat pleasure — any mode of conveyance that 
you will pref(*r you can be accommodated with. * * 

I am dear Sir, 

Your obt. servt., 

Wm. Dudley Digges. 
(Ireen Hill, Md. 

March ir>th, 1S24. 



KXHllUT 1{. 

nVstimonials to Maj. l/IOnfani, Signed by all except 
two, of tile Original Pi"oprictors.) 

(;eorg(»town \) March 1792. 
\W\\v Sir: 

I beli(»V(* every Propric^tor of lands within the fed- 
eral rity ex((*pt two hav<» signcMl \\w letter which I 
hav(» now th** pleasure to enrlos(». Tln»y send their 
sentiments respecting your n*turn, or rather respect- 
ing their wisht»s on that subjrrt, through Mr. Walker 
to \\w President, by this nights Post. Copy whereof 
should you wish it, I can furnisli you. The Proprie- 
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tors of land conceive they cannot give you suiflcient 
evidence of their sense of your services and exertions, 
in promoting the growth of the city; and they are 
anxiously solicitous for your return, exi)ecting every 
advantage from your zeal and judgment. 
I am with esteem and regard, 

Dr. Sir, 
Your most obedt. Ser. 
Uriah Forrest. 

(Signatures and Extracts from Testimonials.) 

Georgetown 9 March 1792. 
Dear Sir: 

We find by communication from Philadelphia, that 
there is too much reason to apprehend that the city 
of Wa-«hington \>ill lose the benefit of your future 
services — a circumstance which we lament extremely, 
not only from regard to our own intei'ests, which we 
believe no other man so well qualified to promote by 
promoting the public object, but from a sense of jus- 
tice to vourself — for we well know that vour time and 
the whole powers of your mind have been for months 
entirely devoted to the arrangements in the city, which 
reflect so much honor on your taste and your judgment. 

We still hope that some mode of accommodation 
may be devised to admit of your return on principles 
not derogatory to your own fcM^lings nor injurious to 
the citv. The Commissiom^rs we trust whatever mis- 
understandings may have arisen, will be very much 
disposed (for they know and acknowledge your tal- 
ents) to leave you without control, in all those things 
in which vou would wish to be uncontrolled. • ♦ ♦ 

At all events accept this testimony of our sense of 
your merits and of the obligations we owe you as per- 

10 
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boiis iiiuili iiitoroKted in the dty of Washington. 
With respect anil (»steeni, \v(» aiv Sir, 

Yonr most obedient servants, 

KoHKUT PirrKUS, 
John Davidson, 
Sam Davidson, 
Jas. M. Lin(;an, 
Ahuaiiam Yottng, 
Hkn Stoddkkt, 

riUAH FOKHKST, 

Wm. Kin(",, 

Wm. PUOI'T, 

AvKUToN Cam, 
<5i:(Ut(;K Walkkr, 
David Hurnks, 
Klpiiaz DoroLAS. 



KXimUT S. 

MSeor;:^ Wiishinj»toii to Maj. I/Knfant.) 

Philadelphia Novr. L>Sth. 1791. 
Dear Sir: 

Yonr h'f i<-r of ih«* iMsi instanf rann* duly to hand, aa 
did oiH' of tlh' saiiM* dati* from .Mr. <*arroll of Dnddinf;- 
ton on till* saim* siil>j«Tt. A ropy of my aiis\vt»r to the 
Iatti*r is «*nrlos«*d hy whirh you will pt*rr<*ivt* I have 
propns<*d an armmmMdation. .\s w similar case can- 
not happ«*n a;:aiii <Mr. r.-inolTs house having biM^n 
hc;run Indofe I lit* I%Mlfriil Disiriri was tixi^l upon) no 
precedent will l»e esiiildishiMl hy yieldiii;: a little in 
tilt* pi-eseiit instaiiee; and it will always be fonnd 
sound policy t(» rnniiliate tl*t* ^und will rather than 
pn>voke thi* enmity «»f any luaii where it ran l>e ac- 
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complished without much difficulty, inconvenience or 
loss. Indeed the more harmoniously this or any other 
business is conducted the faster it will progress and 
the more satisfactory will it be, should Mr. Carroll 
adopt the first alternative mentioned in my letter to 
him — and there is no pressinji: cause for talking the 
building down this Winter, tlie materials will be less 
liable to injury by standing as they are and less apt 
to be stolen than if they should be taken down before 
the period should arrive for re-erection. 

As there is a suspension at present of the business 
which took Mr. Ellicot's brother to (ieorgia there will 
be no occasion for his proceeding thither, until he shall 
leceive further advice from me, or from the Depart- 
ment of War. But it is my earnest wish and desire 
that he would give every aid in his power to prepare 
for a large sale of lots in the Spring, agreeably to the 
sentiments which have been communicated to the 
(Commissioners; — and it is moivover exceedingly to be 
wished that correct engravings of the citj' could be had 
and propertly disseminated (at least) throughout the 
United States before such sale. 

A great pressure of business at this time, prevents 

nie from adding more than that I am with esteem and 

regard, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedt. Serv., 

(lO. WASHlN(VmX. 



KXHIHIT T 1. 

(Affidavit of Major L'Enfant in regard to the loss of his 

piipers, etc.) 

Peter Charles L'Enfant being duly sworn deposes 
aad saith: That towards the latter end of December 
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1791 being then employed by the President of the 
United States in the affaire of the City of Washington, 
he went to Philadelphia in order to consult with the 
President relative to the business entrusted to him. 
That during his absence and without apprising him 
of it, the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
dismissed the agent and workmen employed by this 
deponent, refuised them their due pay: that this •pro- 
ceeding was a breach of convention and stipulation 
with the Commissioners prior to his departure * * 
* * * * That immediately wlien the persons so 
employed were thus dismissed all the several papers, 
drawings, manuscripts, directions, eventhing relative 
to the projected work of the city at the time in the 
hands of the surveyors, or as was left at the several of- 
fices was seized upon and detained by the Commission- 
ers or their servants. The trunk and several boxes 
containing books also collections of verj- costly en- 
gravings models of architecture, other plans of this 
deponent's own drawings for the Capitol and the Presi- 
dent houses, these and all mattei's which he had in 
reserve such as preparatory designs for the city canal, 
for bridges, market-houses, the great walk and gar- 
dens and number of other sketches of projects for en- 
terprise ♦ ♦ • ♦ am] vouchers for monies ex- 
pended by him in his surveys while acting under the 
order of the President, were carried away from the 
place of his abode as this deponent has been informed 
and verily believes to the store of ilessrs Cabott & 
Green and afterwards from the said store to the house 
of a Mr. Davidson; that his said trunk and boxes 
having been broki^n open all his jiapers, vouchers, 
plans and instruments, etc. were taken away and he 
has never recovered any i)art of them excepting one 
of the proposed plan of the city of Washington which 
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he received from Mr. Davidson ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ \\^^\ 
the articles lost were of jjreat value to him besides the 
real cost and that includin*^: the traveling? and other 
expenses to which he was subjected in the discharge 
of his duty this deponent did expend of his own money 
eight thousand dollars at least exclusive of the monies 
with which himself and agent were chargeable at the 
lime of the resignation of his employment. ♦ • ♦ ♦ 

P. Chaulks L- Enfant. 

Washington Feby. 8th, 1803. 
Personally appeared before me the subscrib(»r one 
of the justices of the peace for the County of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, Peter Charles 1/Knfant, and 
made oath on the lioly Evangels of the Almighty God 
that the foregoing statement is just and true to the 
best of his knowleilgi^ 

William Thounton. 



EXHIBIT T 2. 

(Letter of Samuel Davidson to Major L'Enfant, sworn 

to b(»fore Thomas Corcoran.) 

Cieoruetown lOth .lanuarv 1802. 
Major L'Enfant having lately called ui)on me for 
informal ion and attestation respcH'ting his property 
left in Ci(M)rgetown at the time* of iiis giving u]) the 
aflfaii-s of the city of Washington ♦ * * * I do 
now solemnly d(»clar(» to the best of my knowledge, 
memorv and In^lief that some time in the y<»ar WX\, 
Mr Francis Cabot t told nu* that he caused to lu* carried 
to the brick house belonging to Mr. Thomas Beall in 
this town thcMi in tin* occupation of a c<*rt4iin ^Ir. 
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(ieorge Lei{j:li as a Tavern, and where the said Cabott 
and niyij'elf then had a room and boarded; certain trunk 
or trunks, box or boxes, said to contain Major L'En- 
fajit's books and papers. That no part of them was 
ever place<l under my care, that I never saw them or 
any part of their contents except the first phm exhib- 
ited by (len. Washinj»ton, of the city of Wasliington, 
wliich plan Cabott brou}»;ht into my room and re- 
quested my care of it, and which plan I did about two 
or three years ajjfo deliver into Major L'Enfant's own 
hand, ecjually as safe as when first left with me. That 
some time prior to this mec^tinj? with Major L'Enfant, I 
ivceived a letter from him requesting me to forward 
to him by the Sta^e, his property so left by Mr. Cabott 

Sam Davidson. 



EXHIBITS T 3 AND Y 3. 

Mr. Ellicott returns his compliments to Major L'En- 
fant — the Plan he retjuests is with a young j;entleman 
who has undertaken to do the writinji:. 

Fridav afternoon. 
Major 1/Enfant. 



Copy of a Letter from Henja Ellicott, dated 

(TeorjiC<'town, January 2Tth, 1794. 
To P. (Ml. L'Enfant. 

Enclosed you will find a letter of mine directed to 
the Commissioners r(M|uestin.u a Map which I pro- 
cured of you in Jan. 7, 171)2, it was taken away pri- 
vatelv or ratlu^r stolen from tlu* i)erson with whom I 
left it. The Commissioners now refuse j»ivinjj: it up 
alledjiin*,^ that it is their property and that you are 
owinj;: them money. 
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However if you will either continue your claim or 
assign your v\^\\t of it to me, I have no doubt but they 
will be defeated in a law Suit now depending on that 
account, I am, &c. 



EXHIBIT Ul. 

(Letter of James K. Dermott to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

(ieorgetown January 24, 1794. 
Sir: 

Conscious that a man of honor will never deny an 
injured person, that information which comes with- 
in his knowledge in order to assist him to wipe away 
calumnies which may reflect on his honor and reputa- 
tation; on this ground I direct your attention and 
answer to the following ciueries: First, did you in 
January 1792 deliver to W. Benjamin Ellicott in trust 
to be returned to you a manuscript plan of the city of 
Washington of the same construction as you intended 
to have laid off the city: if you have please to de- 
scribe it, what scale and if it was complete. Second, 
does that public ai)pP()priation deliniated on the en- 
graved plan of the city south of square No. 518 and on 
P. plan and which is Intended for the Judiciary De- 
X>artment, accord with v»iiere you intended to have 
placed it. You'll excuse the liberty I as a stranger 

take with vou when I inform vou mv character has 

*. ... 

b^^en traduced by W. Andrew and Benjamin Ellicott, 
two characters perhaps ex}>erience has taught you to 
know. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Sir, Your obedient servant, 

Jamks B. DEKMorr. 
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EXHIBITS r 2 AND V 1. 

(Aiito^niph ropy of a letter written by L'Enfant to 

Tobias Lear.) 

Phila., February 17, 1792. 
Mv dear Sir: 

ApprcluMulin^ there may b(* some misconstruction 
of my lat(» conduct and views as they respect a delay 
which has happ(Mi<»(l in the execution of a map of the 
city upon a scale suited to engraving and being so w^ell 
convinc(Ml that enemies are not wanting through envy 
or bas(» design of any other nature falsely to repre- 
WMit (mon* (»sp(»cially at this time) my every transac- 
tion as w<'II as th<» motive bv which I uniformlv have 
be<Mi actuated, 1 tak(» the liberty to address to you my 
ideas upon that subject which at a convenient season 
1 re(iu(»st you will conununicate to the President. I 
do this with more ch(»(»rfuln(*ss as it is the last letter I 
propos(» to \\v\W int(»rf(»ring in matters relative to the 
V\{\ until some svstcMu or arrangement is formed bv 

the Pn»sident wht»rebv with ci^rtaintv I mav know in 

• • • 

what manm»r in future the* business is to b(» conducted. 

To obtain this nuij) lo which I allude as correct as 
possible I had some time previous to my leaving 
<ieorg(»lown rcMim^stcd Mr. HcMijamiu Kllicott sliould 
delinc^alo on i»ap(»r all tin* work which had been done 
in the riiy, which luMug accurat(»ly measured and per- 
manently laid tlown on tin* ground I intruded to make 
\\\v basis of ilu» drawing of llu* rcmainiirr from the 
nrigiual plan, and u]k)u a hmIucimI scale for engraving 

this wa^ acciudiuiilv done; but though 1 will not 
sav thai it was iutcnlionallv withheld from me, not 
having had it in my possession, ]u<^vcnicd me imme- 
diatelv on \\\\ arrival Im^tc to iiavi* the n'duccd draw- 
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injj: begun according to my intention and promise to 
the President. 

These circumstances and the difficulty of meeting 
immediately with a good draughtsman and an en- 
graver to undertake the work forced a delay, but a 
desire to comply with the President's ^^'ish in obtain- 
ing as soon as possible that engraving, finally deter- 
mined me to rtMiuest the assistance of Mr. Benjamin 
Ellicott, who though not professional in drawing I 
conceived to be the most proper person to prepare the 
work in that part, more especially which himself and 
Mr. IJoberdeau had with accuracy laid down upon the 
ground — the more to facilitate this I gave him the 
sket<*h which vou had taken from the former under- 
taker of the plate, begging him to finish as much as he 
( ould in pencil only without the assistance of a large 
map which 1 had at that time in use, and by which we 
together would correct and comi)leat the whole — 1 
<laily attended the progress of the business in all its 
stages until Mr. Andrew Ellicott gave me to under- 
stand that he was ordered by Mr. Jefferson to attend 
himself to that business in conse<iuence of which he 
had already agreed with an engraver, this determined 
me to concern myself no more about it being confident 
that the meaning of Mr. Jefferson's order to Mr. Elli- 
cott could not be to publish the plan without my 
knowledge or concurrence, and convinced that it 
would not be completely finished without recourse to 
the large map in my possession.* I <*onceived it would 
be but proper to wait until I was called upon by him to 
i^view and correct tlu* whoh* — In this manner passed 
some days, in the mean time, having had an applica- 
tion from Mr. Young, i)ublislier of the monthly maga- 
zine for a plan of the city uimn a reduced scale to 
place in the nc^xt numlxM- which indcMMl I had given 
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liim reason to expect, I directed liiiii to apply to Mr. 
Andrew Kllicott, who npon the application refused 
Jiis assistance*, Mr. Yonng inforniinjij me that his eii- 
;irav«*r wonhl soon be en^ajx^nl for Mr. Ellicott on the 
phitc* for the <ity, indnced me to ji^o to liis house and 
s(*e how far tlie draft was a<lvan<*e<l. This draft to my 
;»reat surprise 1 found in the state in which it now is 
most unmercifully spoiled and altenni from the orij;- 
inal plan to a dej^n^* indeed evidently tendiufij to dis- 
jirace me and ridicule the v(*ry undertakin<2^ — inclined 
as I am to [jersuade myself this couhl not be the in- 
tention, and stranue as it may appear that a j^entle- 
?nan to whom in (»verv instanci» I have (*onducte<l mv- 
srif with the o;reat<*st candour, an<l in whom I always 
have contided as a friend should, harbour a de- 
sij:;n so in<onsistent, as to (*ndeavour to destroy the* 
r<*putation of oni* whose contempt for the little ma- 
chinations of (Mivy, has h*ft him unjcuarded against 
the treachery of false fri(*nds — was it necessary it 
would not be h(»rc out of place to relate circumstances 
which in various p(»riods when Mr. Kllicott enijjaged 
in the <*xecution of the plan, led me to f(*ar ill conse- 
(pHMices mij:ht arise fmm an appan^it desire to sug- 
|L;est ideas of his own, uradually to deviate from th^ 
nritrinal plan, whirh would tmd t<» dcstrov that har- 
monv and rrmbiiuitiiHi of thr dilTcnMit i»arts with the 
whole, to »dT<M*t wlii<li had Ihmmi the rhirf id»ject of my 
labour and ronrrru whither this inclination to orig- 
inate, or improve upon my plan, can be attributed to 
inattention to the ditliruhies to Ih* tiicountered in en- 
d«*avorin*: to eoirert errors. whi«li such innovasion 
would neces-^arily rrejiie, or whither drawn In the 
allurement of party who ar<» unconrrrned in tlu* com- 
plete sucrrss of the plan, to ilh'ir interesi. TtTfain it 
is that he has bei»n indueed to ha/.ard opinions, ami to 
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(Mi«]jafi:o himself more forward to eflfect objects, which 
besides the impossibility to accomplish, he oiii»lit the 
less to have done, being not willing to reflect upon the 
conduct of Mr. Ellicott, nor of any individual farther 
than a simple relation of facts, from which conjec- 
tui-es mav be formed in vindication of mv real motives, 
which are none other than those arising from an anx- 
ious concern for the interest of the establishment. I 
siiall close this by requesting you for a moment to 
think of the conse(iuences that must result from offer- 
ing to the publick an erroneous map — laying aside 
these delicate feelings so difficult for me to expn^ss in 
points whciv reputation and honour are most evidently 
conceM'iied — to all this I should be more indifferent did 
I not with regret foresee the gratification to two or 
three individuals, that would result from so imprudent 
a measure, who desire no better foundation for conten- 
tion and clamour than the publick api)earance of a 
plan deviating in any degriH^ from that by whi<*h the 
operations in the city have been governed. — I have 
the honor to be, 

Your obedt. servant, 

\\ r. 1/ Km ANT. 

P. 8. — I this day sent to Mr. Andrew Kllicott for the 
plan together with other drafts ntnessary for me to re- 
dress the error notwithstanding his proc(M^<ling I was 
inclined to do to accellerate the engraving. But his 
having declined sending me that draft set it out of my 
power still to eflfect (he object to my wishes and deter- 
mined me immediately to address to you the foregoing. 

Note.— "lUu by tho manuscript sioU'U ihfv jrot (ill that was 
wanttHl." 
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EXHIBIT V 2. 

(I/Eiifant\s written statement about engraving the 

map.) 

At that time too the particular phin & copperplates 
by me prepared for engraving in the month of Aug, 91 
in IMiihi. had (by reason of the multiplicity of my 
other avocations at Washington) been unavoidably de- 
layed & lodged as in the lx»st place of saf(dy, into the 
hands of tlie Prest. But altho thus protected a num- 
ber of drawing copies had been made therefrom with- 
(Uit my knowledge, sucdi as were schmi in both houses 
of congress hanging on the walls in Dec. 91; others 
were sent to Europe, viz, to Portugal and even to Pe- 
tersburg in Russia. The comrs also by means of an 
agent at Phila in a surre^ptitious way procured the 
aforesaid plan prepared for engraving. 



EXHIBIT W 1.) 

«See I/Enfant's note at bottom of this letter of Jeffer- 
son.) 

Philadc^lphia, Im4). 22, 1792. 
Sir: 

The advance* of tin* season b(»gins to r(M|uir<» that the 
plans for tli(* buildings and otlier public works at the 
l'<Ml(M'al rity, should b(^ in readiness, & th(* pei-sons en- 
uauiMl who an* to carrv thcMu into (^\<»cution, the cir- 
« umstanc(»s which hav(» latcdy liai^iXMUMl have pro- 
duced an un<*erhunty wlnMlier you may b(» disposed to 
«-ontinu(* vour S(*rvic(»s iImmm^ I am cliarged bv tlie 
IM-csidcnt to sav that vour continuance would be de- 
sirablc* to him; & at the same time* to add that the law 
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requires it should be in subordination to the Commis- 
sioners. They will of course receive your propositions, 
decide on the plans to be pursued from time to time, & 
submit them to the President to be approved or dis- 
approved, & when returned with his approbation, the 
Commissioners will put into your hands the execution 
of such parts as shall be arranged with you, & will 
doubtless sei» from time to time tliat these objects, & 
no others, ai'e pursued. It is not i)retended to stipulate 
here however the mode in which they shall carry on 
the execution. They alone can do that, & their discre- 
tion, good sense & zeal are a sufficient security that 
those whom they employ will have as little cause to 
be dissatisfied with the manner as the matter of their 
orders. To this, it would be injustici* to them not to 
add, as a motive the more in this particular instance, 
the desire they have ever manifested to conform to the 
judgment & wishes of the Pivsident. The same dispo- 
sition will ensure an oblivion of whatever disagiveable 
may have arisen heretofore on a perfect understanding 
being established as to the relation to subsist in fu- 
ture between themselves & those they employ, in the 
conduct of the works. 1 must beg the favor of your 
answer whether von will continue vour services on 
tlie footing expre.-^sed in this letter; and am with es- 
tc*em. Sir, 

Yonr most obedt. humble servt., 

Tiios. Jeffkuson. 
Major L'Enfant. 

Note: 

"In the letter to the President the 14th of January, 
it will show I was not behind in measure to determine 
a speedy renewal of the work." L'Enfant. 
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EXUIBIT W 2. 

'l/Eufant declines to serve longer and "then is dis- 
charged/') 

Philadelphia, Feb. 27, 1792. 

Sir: 

From your letter received yesterday in answer to my 
last, and your declarations in conversation with Mr. 
Lear, it is understood that you absolutelv decline act- 
ing under the authority of the present commissioners. 
If this understanding of your meaning be right,- 1 am 
instructed by the l^resident to inform you that not- 
withstanding the desire he has entertained to preserve 
your agency in the business, the condition upon which 
it is to be done is inadmissible, & your services must 
be at an end. 

I have the honor to be, sir. 

Your most obedt, humble servt. 

Thus. Jefferson. 
Majr. L'Enfant. 



EXHIBIT X. 

(I/Enfanl's first letter from (It'orgetown to Secretary 

of State Thomas Jefferson.) 

Friday March 11—1791. 
Sir: 

I have the honor of informing you of my arrival at 
this place where I could not possibly reach before 
Wednesday last and very hite in the evening after 
having travelled part of the way on foot and part on 
horse back leaving the brok(Mi stage behind. 

On arriving I made it my first care immediately to 
wait on the mayor of the town in conforming with the 
direction which you gave me — he appeared to be much 
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Kiipprised and he assured me he had received no pre- 
vious notice of my coming nor any instruction relat- 
ing to the business 1 was sent upon — however next day 
— yesterday morning — he made me a kind offer of his 
assistance in procuring for me three or four men to 
attend me in the surveying and this being the only 
rhing I was in need of everj' matter has been j^on ar- 
ranged. 1 am only at present to regret tliat an heavy 
rain and thick mist which has been incessant ever since 
my arrival here has put an insuperable obstacle to my 
wish of proceiMling immediately to the survey. Should 
the weather continue bad as there is every appearance 
it will I shall be much at a loss how to make a plan of 
the ground you have pointed out tio me and have 
it ready for the President at the time when he is ex- 
pected at this place. I see no other way if by Monday 
next the weather does not change, but that of making 
a rough draft as accurat as may be obtain hy viewing 
the ground in riding over it on horse back, as 1 have 
alreadv done vesterdav through the rain to obtain a 
knowledge of the whole. I put from the eastern 
branch towards (Georgetown up the heights and down 
ah)ng side of the bank of the main river and along 
side of Goose and Kock Oeeks as far up as their 
springs. 

As far as 1 was able to judge through a thick fog I 
passed on many spots which appeared to me realy 
beautiful and which seem to dispute with each other 
who command. In the most extensive prospect on 
the water the gradual rising of the ground from Car- 
rollborough toward the Ferry Road, the level and ex- 
tensive ground from there to the bank of the Poto- 
mack as far as Goose Creek present a situation mast 
advantageous, to run streets and prolong them on 
grand and far distant point of view the water running 
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from spriii}:; at some distanoe into the creeks, appeared 
also to me possible to be eondueted without much la- 
bour so as to form pounds for waterinji: everj' part of 
that spot. The reniaind(»r part of the }j;round toward 
<ieor«:;etown is mon* broken --it may afford pleasant 
s(»ats, bnt alt ho' the* bank of the river between the 
two creeks <an command as j^rand a prospect as any 
of tin* other spots it s<»ems to be less commendable for 
tin* establishment of a city not only lMM*ause the level 
snrfa<-(* it pn»sents is but small but be<*ause the heights 
from behind (JeorpMown absolutcdy command the 
whol(*. 

No proof of the j^round between the eastern branch 
and ii(*orjietown ran Im* say to b(» of a commanding; 
nature, on the contrary it appear at tirst sijjjht as beins 
its<df surrounded, howev(»r in advancinjij toward the 
<*astern branch th(»s4* hei^jjhts seem to sink as the waves 
of a tiMnpestnous s<»a an<l wh(»n considering the In- 
t<*nded rity on that grand scab* on which it ought to 
Ik* plan(*d, it will appear that the only height which 
wonid unavoidablv. 

In it a small town may <*asily bt* <-ompndu»nded In 
tlh* limit of snrji a one* as is n»nd<»red by a proper man- 
agement in tin* appropriation of the building that may 
Im* tlh»n*nn rrcrted, a nn*ans of prot(*('tion and of se- 
rnritv. 

■ 

Snrli tlh* frw nMiiarks wliirh I have* been able to 
mak«» in a jnurn(*v wIhmi tln^ badn<*ss of the weather 
murh imp<*d<*d my pn>gr<*ss. I tlu»r(»fnr(» hope for your 
indnl;:<Mirc in lia/aniinir to «'ommnni(-at<^ them to vou. 
I havt* tin* honor to Im*, 

Sir, Willi v<*rv ^n*at n*sp(M*t, 

\\i\ I/Enfant. 
Tlif ILiiioiabb* Thomas .b*(Trrson, 
S<M iMMarv of Siat(». 
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EXHIBIT XX. 

(I/Enfant mentioned as Chief of Engineers.) 

Sir: 

It may therefore be proper to make an application to 
Major L'Enfapt, & forward it, with his answer, to the 
Hoard, stating whether ^'the note of hand you have to 
Mr Francis Cabot, for £34,00.0 on account expressly of 
Major L'Enfant, then Engineer of the City,'- was by 
his order, or not; also copies of the papers ^*that 
show you were acting under written and positive orders 
from (him) the then chief Engineer^'; if by his order, or 
according to his existing Engagement, I shall lay your 
claims before the Board, and am confident that Justice 
will be done to you. 

I tind that no compensation has yet been by Major 
1/Enfant, for the great exertion genius and talents. 
The Board, I am convinced, will consider his claims 
with attention, for they admit he has done much. The 
offer made to him by our Predecessors, he thought in- 
ade<iuate. I wish it could be known what he w^ould 
ronsider as a compensation. I write now in my private 
capacity, seeking information for a future Day. 

I am, Sir, 

with respect, 

and good wishes, Yours, &c., 

William Thornton. 

rity of Washington, 

June 20th, 1795. 

Mr. Koberdeau, 

No. 150 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 

11 



154 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

EXHIBIT XXX. 
(MoiK^v (hie 1/Kiifant.) 

Snpi»riiiteii(li»nts Oftire, 

Washinjrtoii, 14(h IVbniarv, 1803. 
Sir: 

I hail tli(» lionor, laft* on Saturday Kveiiiiij^, of iv 
4*(»iviii<» your l(»tt<*r (»f that day, HMiUi'stiu^ to kuow 
wlu»th('i* the Lot and five* hundicMl iiuineas, ofTertMl t** 
r. (\ 1/Knfant bv the* late Coniniissioners of llu* Citv of 
\Vashin«;ton, for his S(»rvi((»s to said (Mty, are now 
ready for him in <ase In* should inclini* to aceept them. 

\\\ the Art of Ton^iress cd' last session, intitnhNl •'An 
Art to abolish the I»oard of ConnnissiontTK of the City 
of Washinjiton and for oilu*r purposes," the Superiu- 
lendent is dircM-ted to pav into th(» Treasury of the 
('nit<M| Siat( s all inoin\v rtM-eived by him, after paying 
the Debts of tin* Commissioners contracted in their ca- 
pacity as such. If the h»t and tive hundred Guineas in 
ipH'stion which w(»re otTenMl by the late Commissioners, 
and their su<'c<*s.sors also to Mr. l/b^nfant, and by him 
reject (mI, in both instanc<»s, be now consi(b*red as with- 
in the definition (»f a Debt <'ontracted by the Commis- 
sioners it will be paid by the Sui)erinteiident as soon 
as the funtis of tin* <1ty, (which are inadequate at 
present) will enabh* him to do so; but when that will 
be the case he cannot sav with anv certaintv. If, ln>w- 
evrr, the Superintendent should be (*alled on to make 
payment without the further expression of the will of 
<'on«:ress on the subjiTi, he is not at pn^sent free from 
doubt as to his duf v or authority under the Act of Con- 
<;ress lM*fo:e mentioned, and the circumstances con- 
nected wit h I he <ase. 

With repaid tn Mr. l/IOnfant's claim for money ad 
vanced to I.abourer>, whirh have not beiMi reimburseil. 
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I am unable to speak with certainty, but I believe such 
a claim was never exhibited against the Commission- 
ers, certainly not to my knowledge — and if the claim 
be just I think it must have been his own fault that he 
did not receive payment long since with various other 
sums which appi^ar to have been paid to him for ex- 
penses incurred on acct. of the City. 

I am at a loss to conceive of an occasion where it 
could have been necessaiy for Mr. L'Enfant to have ad- 
vanced money to the public Labourers. — At the time 
he was engaged in the affairs of the City the Commis- 
sioners had perhaps from one to two hundred yearly 
Labouri»rs who were regularly paid by the proper Of- 
ficer of the City, and, with the Commissioners' appro- 
bation, were always subject to the commands of Mr. 
1/Enfant for the pr()i)er and necessary uses of the City. 
It may, however, bi* possible that in some of the cases 
of dispute and collision of authority which it appears 
arose between the Commissioners and Mr. L'Eufant he 
may have incurred exi)enses and advanced monies 
which the Commissioners may not have thought proper 
to sanction, and may have refused to reimburse. 

I have the honor to be. 
Very respectfully. 

Sir 

Your mo. Obt. Servt. 

Thomas Monuoe. 

rionorabh* 

John C. Smith, 

Chairman of the C(unmitt(H» of Claims, 

Congress. 

Note. (''Not a cent on such account." I/Enfant.) 
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EXHIBIT Y. 

(Draft of his Map in Philadelphia.) 

Philadelphia, October 6, 1791. 
Sir: 

By the post of today 1 had the pleasure to receive 
your letter of the 3d instant; and agreeably to your re- 
qu(»st, I immediately called upon Mr. Pigal, who, to my 
great surprise & mortification, informed me that he 
had not lu^en able to get. the plate of copi>er for the 
engraving of the federal city, till two days ago, and, 
that, in <*onsi»quence thereof, it would not be in hig 
[>ow(»r to have a single plate struck off sooner than the 
last of this month. I pointed out to him, in the 
strong(*st manner, the great disappointment, and prob- 
able detriment which would be caused bv his not hav- 
ing fulfilled his engagement. He apjH^ared fully sen- 
sible of it, and expressed the utmost con<^rn at it; but 
protested that it was not a fault of his;* he said be has 
spaivd no pains to get a plate suitable for the busi- 
ness, and had Ih'cu dec(»ived in the time of having it 
prepartMl for him, altho' he had used every means in his 
powrr to get it in time. lie put into my handH the en- 

closcil letter for you, whirh lu* says is upon the sub- 
j<Tt, and nM|uesting to have your hirge draft of the 
t'itv, as he does not think that which he has is suffi- 
eientiy accurat<'. I shall <-all upon him again in the 
morning and will press him, if it is possible to get 
sonM» dom» from the draft whirii he has — and in al- 
most any manner, befon* the sale, as I am sensible of 
tin* gn*at ineonveniiMn-e you will sutTi*r by being disap- 
ptunted. N(»thin;L: in my piiW4*r to have it effected 
shiill Im» hft nmlone. 
I am. Sir, 

With ^re:n respfit vK: rs(«M*m, 
\y\\\v most t >Ih1(. S<-rvt., 

Tom AS Lkau. 
To M.ii.v P. r. l/i:nl;Mit. 
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EXHIBIT Z. 

(I/Knfant purchases a lot. Situated West side 17th St. 

I and K, N. W.) 

AT a public Sale of Lots in the City of Washington, 
Peter Charles L'Enfant of Georgetown, Maryland, be- 
came purchaser of Lot number thirty in square number 
one hundred & twenty seven for the consideration of 
ninety-nine pounds Current Money of Maryland, on the 
terms and conditions published at the fame sale: And 
lie hath accordingly paid one-fourth part of the said 
consideration money, and given Bond, with security, for 
the payment of the residue; on the payment whereof, 
with interest, according to the said Bond the said Pe- 
ter Charles L'Enfant — or his assigns will be entitled to 

a conveyance in fee. 

Wm. Johnson, 

I). I). Stuakt, 
Danl. Carroll, 

Commrs. 
18th October, 1791. 

S(iuare No. 127, Lot No. 30. 



A SKETCH OF THE IJFE OF MAJOR ANDREW 

ELLICOTT. 



Bv Mrs. Sallv Kemicdv Alexander. 

%> 1/ «. 

April, 1896. 



The name of Andrew EUicott is so closely associated 
with the earliest history of the National Capital that 
any light which may be thrown upon his life should be 
of great interest. 

Especially to those so fortuate as we, to live in a 
citv unrivalled for beautv in our broad land, which re- 
suit he was in part instrumental in securing. 

Andrew EUicott was descended from English ances- 
try, and was a member of the Society of Friends. His 
paternal grandfather, Andrew EUicott, emigrated 
from England to America in 1731. One son, Andrew, 
came with him. Ilis wife remained in England, and 
she an<l her husband never met after the first parting. 
Their de^votion to one* another remain(»d unabated. She 
is represented as a woman of great goodness, intelll- 
genc(» an<l beauty, wortliy of lu^r husband, a man 
of high character in every r(»sp(H*t, and on<» of nature's 
noblemen. The following (|uaint lines were written 
by her on the departure* of husban<l and son for Amer- 
ica: 

Tlimiiffh rocks ami samls, 
Aiul oiHMiiics hands. 
Ami perils of lh<» doop. 

Father and Son, 

Kroni CVdlossoii, 
The Lord presorvo and keep.— 17ol. 
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Arriving in America they settled in Pennsylvania, 
imrchasin*? one hundred and fifty acres of land in 
l^n<ks (V)unty. Joseph Ellicott, father of the subject 
<if this sketch, and ^on of Andrew, who came from 
Knj»:land, was distinji:uished as a mathematician. He 
made a vi>^it to England in 1770, purchasing many 
valuable mathematical instruments. On his return he 
constructed a musical clock, the wonder of the day, 
and in this was assisted by his son Andrew, a lad of 
fifteen years. This clock was incased in mahogany 
in the shape of a four-sided pillar or column, about 
eight f(H*t high, each side of which was neatly finished. 
On the capital of this pillar was the clock with four 
faces, it being designed to stand in the centre of the 
room or sufficiently distant from the wall to allow an 
observer to pass around it. On one face was repre- 
sented the sun, moon, earth, and planets, all 
moving in their different orbits, as they do in the 
heavens. On another face were indicated the seconds, 
minutes, hours, days, months, and years, the years 
representing one century, all having their different 
hands, pointing to the true time. Also the image of 
the moon, by which its age and apparent light are 
registered. On the third face were indicated the 
names of twenty-four musical tunes, being favorite 
ones of the times before the American Revolution. In 
the center of this face is a pointer, which being placed 
against any named tune repeats it. The smaller cylin- 
der played a tune every hour, and the larger one every 
three hours. The smaller one, before striking the 
hour, the larger cylinder after striking the hour. On 
the fourth face was to be seen through the glass the 
curious mechanism of the <lock. This wonderful 
clock is now in i)oss(»ssion of a member of the Evans 
family in New York. In the share he had in this work 
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Andrew early evinced a talent for that profession 
wliicli so distinguished him in later years. He was 
horn in Burks county, Pennsylvania, January 24, 1754. 
Ills parents were Joseph and Judith Ellicott. He mar- 
riiMl Sarah Brown. In December, 1774 he removed 
with his family to Kllicott's Tpper Mills. The history 
of the Ellicott family proves them to have been great 
benefactors to their aj»e, by the important and useful 
inventions they made. He pursued, with the prac- 
tical obli<::ations of tin* day, his scientific studies. To 
astronomy \w was (^specially devoted, and soon his 
unusual talent brought him into association with 
scientific men and memb(*rship in soci(»ty for promo- 
tion of science*. Perhaps a mori* (l(»tailed account of 
the (2uak<»r prog(»nitt)rs of Andrew Ellicott may be of 
int(»r(»st, as the seem* of tluMr busy lift* is in our imme- 
diate vieinitv. Ind(*ed, soon W(» will be able to take 
an electi'ie car, and in possibly an hour, alight and en- 
joy a stroll along the b(*autiful, romantic and wooded 
l»anks of tl!(» Patapsecj, wliox* s(ditu(h*s tlu* Ellicotts 
were the first to invad«\ Jos*»ph and Judith Ellicott, 
in reiiMJving in 1774 to the banks of this wild river, 
ttiok with them their nine children, and six orphan 
children of a deceased friend anj| former neighbor, 
William l^vans. 

Two extensive tracts uf land were purchasiMl, ami 
mills buili upon ilicni. To (in(» was given tlu* nann* of 
Ellicott's Ijiwer Mills, to the .»ther lOllicolt's Tpper 
Mills. Thcv alsn cniihtrnctcd a mill at Jones' Falls 
and established an imn foundry at Elk Kidgt* Land- 
ing. The u|)per mills, in a division, was assigned to 
Joseph Ellicott. The family mansion built by him yet 
remains. It ha<l t^xtensivc gardi-ns, both useful and 
ornamental, in whitli was a tish pond, constant fiowing 
fountain, the water ••ouiiiig by an ir«»n pipe from an 
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unfailing spring on high adjacent ground.* 

This place is now siiorn of much of its former at- 
traction. The writer, with her honored father, a de- 
scendant of the Ellicotts and inheritor of the old home- 
stead, was passing the summer of 1868 in it, when the 
terrible flood of tlie Patapsco occurred and fifty lives 
were lost at Ellicott City. The water arose to the sec- 
ond floor of this old home and left a debris and de- 
posit, which forever destroyed many of the attractive 
features of the place. 

Martlia' E. Tyson, in her recollections written in 
18G1, savs: 

The officers and men of the troops of the King of 
France, the friend of our young Republic, were sta- 
tioned a considerable time in Baltimore, in 1781, on 
their way from the head of Elk to Virginia. They made 
frequent e^xcursions into the country around, in pur- 
suit of small game, which was abundant in a region 
so recentlv a wilderness. Thev often extended their 
rambles to EUicott's Upper Mills. A fine store had 
been built in 1775, — rich silks and satins and brocades 
were purchased in New York and Philadelphia, and 
shipped to Elk Kidge landing, thence to the Mills. 
These officers were frequent visitors at the store, and 
ladies from Baltimore, often took the trouble to ride 
some eleven miles to make purchases, and consideivd 
themselves well repaid for doing so. The family resi- 
dence at Ellicott's Tpper Mills was a very beautiful 
happy home, and the scene of many family pleasures 
and reunions. The plates and dishes used on the dinner 
table were a heavy metal, and kept bright as silver. 
They were purchased by Joseph Ellicott in I^ondon. 
In this house a hall was built for the musical clock. 

• It appears that this was tin* first instaiu't' In this coiinio' uf water 
being conveyed thnmjrh underjrrouiul conduits. 



Ik 
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The si(l(» piazza overlooks the Patapseo, some two hun- 
dred f(»(*t distant, ^sparklin*:: and sinjjing merrily over 
its roeky bed as it moves hetwe(Mi its banks, on one 
hand prcM'ipitons, and clothed in beautiful forest, the 
other with rich <»:arden land alonjx its length. The 
nid Fr(Ml(*ri(k turnpik<' pass(»s imnH»diately in front 
ol' th(» house, and is continued over the river bv a 
jxracc'fully-consiructed brid«»;e. Such was the home of 
Aiulrew Kllicott at (Uie time*. His accomplishment in 
tl»(* sci<'nc(»s of astronomy, and matlnMuatics, did not 
permit him to nMuain lonj:: in the s(»clusion of Fountain- 
vah*, as tin* place* was <alled. Positions of honor were 
snon orr<»rcd him, and the* remainin*; yt»ars of his life 
\ven» pass<Ml in scicMititir pursuits.* 

Althouj^h a mcMuber of the Society of Friends his 
loyalty to his riovernincMit was mad(* <M)nspicuous by 
iiovtM'iior Johnston of Marvland, who commi'^sioned 
him, in May, 177S Taptain, tluMi Major, of Flkridjre 
Uattalion of Militia, Ann Arundtd countv. In the 
M ixv 17SI he ran the houndarv lin<* bctw(»(»n the States 
«if [Pennsylvania and \'ir;:inia. In a l(Mt(»r to his wife, 
dat<*d Sc|)tcml)cr ItJ, 1TS4, h<» says, **On Monday next 
I shall h*avc this place Summit of Ml. Welcome, and 
lM*.i;in to inn the iMMindarv line hctwctMi \'ir^inia and 
I%iin>vlvi<nia. I am thinking ivcrv minute about 
.\ou, and onr dear rhildren, and prayin«r th(» Divine 
Kuler of ihe Fniverse, to lake you under his care until 
my return, a meetin;: that would h«* nmre joyful to me 
than the ;:reatest estate or superb tith\" His letters 

* KoIm ri I*:i:ti r^iin. ;ii:« r\\ :ir.l Nin* |*n"*;i|«nt ni* iln* Aincricnn 
I*iiii«.>«"p!ii«:il S«M'ii :y iif I*li!l;i«l«I|il'i:i. n\:i«» iIh- |H*i'«i pLM* t»f \i\< youill 
:ina ill his «Aiiilr«'W KHiiMri'vi jMurnnl of ilu- vur\»'V t»f iln* Siiiitlu^rD 
Kuumlary V.wv «»f I'. S.. 17l»T I*m«». 1i»* ;nMr»'S'-»"i li:«» ;i<irt»iii»iiii<';il and 
nii«ii*«ll:iiiioi»«. i»!i«.«'rvail««n«. hi ii.m. 'Vimi 'a\%- i'iiiitl«Ml i«> ii fnnii nie 
ill iinri' |»ariiriil:ir ii::iiiii« r m^ \\\%* pnM-.'pinr «»f my youili ainl at iiU 
tliiH's iiiv i|:>iiiii'ri -HmI fri«'iii!." 



i 
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to his wife are always full of affection, and he writes 
again to her on November 19 of his arrival at Beeson- 
town: ''I find myself more rejoice^l at the prospect of 
once more returnin*; home, and enjoying the pleasures 
of domestic happiness. My ambition is nearly satis- 
fied. I have without the interest of friends or mv own 
application, been appointed to various posts. Nomi- 
nated by the State of Virginia, one of the Commission- 
ers, on this important occasion, applied to by Congress, 
to assist at the division of the New States, and pre- 
sented by the University of Williamsburg in Virginia 
with the degree A. M." Arriving at Upper Ellicott's 
MiHs late in November, he found his family in bad 
health, a son ill, who lingered until March of 1785. 
Owing to the sickly state of his family, he resolved to 
move to Baltimore, which he did in April, 1785, and 
resided on the east side of Liberty street, south of and 
near Saratoga street. In 1785 he was appointed by 
the (lovernor of Pennsylvania, jointly with David Rit- 
tenhouse and Andrew Porter, a commission to locate 
the Western boundarv of that State. Their commis- 
sion was dated at Philadelphia, May 5, 1785. They 
were accompanied on this expedition by his brother, 
Joseph Ellicott. In May, 1785, Andrew EHicott vis- 
ited Philadelphia, and spent some some time with Mr 
David Kittenhouse. He writes in that year: "I went 
by particular invitation to si>end the day with Dr. 
FraJikHn. I found him in his little room among his 
papers. He received me very politely and immediately 
entered into conversation about the Western country. 
His room makes a singular ai)pearance, being filled 
with old philosophical Instruments, Papers, Boxes, Ta- 
bles and Stools. About 10 o'clock he sat some water 
on the fire, and not being expert through his great age, 
I desired him to give me the pleasure of assisting him, 
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lie thauked me, and re*plied that he ever made it a 
point to wait upon himself, and although he began 
to feel himself infirm, he was determined not to encour- 
age his infirmities, by giving way to them. After the wa- 
ter was hot I observed his object was to shave himself, 
which operation he performed without a glass, and 
with great expedition. 1 asked him if he never em- 
])loyed a barber he answered *no,' and continued nearly 
in th(» following words, '1 think happiness doesnot con- 
sist so much in particular piec(»s of good fortune that 
•}K»rhaps accidentally fall to man's lot, as to be able in 
Ms old ag(» to do those* little things which, was he ua- 
able to perform himself, would be done by others with 
ai sparing hand.' Several foreigners of distincthin 
dined with us, and about 9 o'clo<*k in the evening took 
niv h*ave of this v(*nerable Nestor of America." (\m- 
tinning on the Otli — in his diary, he writes of an episode 
which seems to have put him in a very bad humor. 
**Kxamined several book stores, while I was in one a 
macarony looking fellow came in, and asked for some 
music, but not tuning abh* to find what he wanted, he 
swore the nativ(»s of this country had no kind of taste 
fnr tli<* tint' liberal arts. I con(M*iv(Ml myself aimed at 
by I lie gtMirral rdhMtioii and ask<Ml him upon what 
prinriplf Im* made such a g(Mu*ral r<»fiection, he an- 
swcictl 1 liav** now sont-ht this town all over and am 
not able to find a partlenlar pitM-e of music. Perhaps 
Sir von are a Musir Master? Ves Sir at vour w^rviee. 

I'pon niv wonl Sir it is verv i*xtraordinarv for a teacher 

I • • • 

of musir, to pass gen(*ral n*tleitiou upon all tin* natives 
of th<» Tinted Slates. Vou who are only a l^roft-ssor of 
tun* of the h*ast of the politi» arts, has ventured to con- 
demn a whole eoiiiiiieiit for want of tast<* in the fine 
arts as you term them. If you had a g(*nius for visit- 
ing tMir St*minarit*s of learning, and possess(Ml of one 
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(iefi^ree of candour, yovi would freelj^ acknowledge your 
mistake. He ?aw my ill nature ami left me to my own 
reflection." In this same "journal" he expresses in the 
following year his love for his "native country," and 
regrets at the divided and distressed political state of 
this Commonwealth, lie alludes to a third party just 
coming into existence, "They call themselves New 
Adopted Sons of Pennsylvania, I fear they are now 
opening I^an'd'ora's box," — a sioliloquy follows — ''What 
a being is man, s^^e him professing the meek and divine 
religion of Christ, see how on the days of divine senice 
like a Saint humbly calling upon the object of his Faith 
for spiritual assistance, and see this same meek humble 
imitator of his Master, armed with envy, and discord^ 
destroying the repose and quiet of his fellow mortals, 
and you will have a picture of Man. — how aretheexcep- 
tions to this picture to be admired." During this visit 
to Philadelphia he also writes, — "I expected that I 
should at least be clear of persecution from schemers^ 
during my stay in this city, but my expectations were 
vain. 1 am now pestered with a gentleman by the 
name of ntch, who has a model of a Machine for work- 
ing Hoats up Kivers, by a steam engine. It is well 
known from experiments that steam may be carried to 
any degree of strength, but wh(»ther its force can be 
appli<»d with the complicated machinery to advantage 
can only be determined by actual experiments." An- 
drew Ellicott frequently expresses his intense enjoy- 
ment in Social intercourse, and in the following shows 
his attachment to his friend, David Kitt(»nhouse: — Nov. 
4th. '*Sp(»nt the forenoon and dincMl at the Cniversity 
with the President, and Kev. John Ewing, D. I). In 
the evcMiing returned to my good friend, Mr. Hitt(»n 
house, when* I And real satisfaction, his philosophy, 
and agreeabh* mannc^r, his lady's good s(»nse, and un- 
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conwnon •^[ooil natun*, added to the lively conversation 
and wise observations of th(» I)anji:ht<*rs, would make 
even a nnuikey fond of th(*ir Sorii»ty." On April 17lli, 
ITSf), JM* ajrain visits his fri(Mid, and observes that he 
was*'reriived v,ith th(* usual marks of real friendliness, 
and by d<*sire took tip my lod^in«;s with him," and 
ronliinies as fcdlows: "As I liav(» formerly spoke of bis* 
amiable family I shall not a<rain att(*nipt it under full 
ronvirtion that it is not in my pow<a* to do them jus- 
liee." Till* n<*xt enti'x of interest is, — '* After breakfast 
\M*nt to find the liid<:in^s (»f the Commissioners frt>m 
Nfw York, anil visittMl them Inro*^. General Clinton 
app( ars to Im* a thfOi;;htfnl ohl <::(Mitleman, and Mr. 
I>e%vii.a man of 27 or 2S, from report he is a p*ntlenian 
of stron«» natural part<, and observations, for one of his 
a;:e. After informin;^ th<*m that the <::entleman from 
Baltimore had arrived and experted them at Mr. Kit- 
lenhouse's to-morrow at 11 o'rlork, A. M., 1 took my 
leave." His opinion of musii* setMus to have undergone 
a sli;iht moditiratinu, as evinred by thi* following quo- 
tati(»n from his diar\ : **ln the afternoon, to mv <;n*at 
joy. Til. Pnrtir, raim* to Town. In ilie evening at- 
i«»nd«'d our rh.ilostiii!!l«al So«iriv, a i:rt*at number \A 
rfspiMtabh nit :iilMr< pn*si*ni, rrturmMl at 11 oNdoek at 
ni;:lit, and am m»\v lisi« nin^ to Miss llattie*s vt>eal 
musir. 'Musir, f ln'ii Hnfh'niT nf thr S.iva^r mind. Thou 
pnwi-r divinr, hnw iitilf ath nti-oi ;!«» w»» pay to thy 
merits, and how ill ar** thy si'rv'h-os riMordi'd. To thee 
\\f apply for ron^olation, ami look for thy a^sisrani*e in 
our dovotions.' '* \N l.dlo a rrsidiMit of l»altimore, An- 
drew Mlliioii npit'^oniod tlo riiy in ihi* Lfi;islaiure of 
Marviand. lb' w .i> «dTrr»Ml a *iiMon.l i«'rm, but tbMdiled 
political lif«' was not in harjnonN with his t^hiaki-r taste 
;ind f*dn«*alion, >o d»*tiin' d. lb- *»«M';nN lo l!a\o «lovoted 
nnnli lime to tin- studv of a>ir»inom\. lb- r.*moved 
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from Baltimore to Philadelphia. He was at this time 
railed *'(ieoj::rai)her (leneral/' 

January 20tli., 17S(>, he was elected by the following; 
aetion a uiember of the American Philosophical So- 
ciety: 

CKKETIXU.— The American Philosophical Society, 
held at Philadelphia, for promoting; useful knowledge, 
desirous of advancing: the interest of the Society by as- 
sociatiu}^ to themsehes men of distinji:uished eminence 
and of conferrinjji: marks of their esteinn upon persons 
of literary merit, haye elected Mr. Andrew Ellicott a 
member of the said Philosophical Society, herc^by 
jj:rantin«r unto him all the ri<:;hts of fellowship, with all 
the Liberties and Priylle<::es thereunto belon<»inp:.* 

Writinj^ from Baltimore, May 9, 178r>, he says: "Yes- 
t(4(lay I attended the (Quaker (Quarterly Meeting. ^)ur 
meditations vy(»re interrupted but once, and then only 
for a short time. My speculations turned accidentally 
upon that easy sum for the Quadratui'e of the circle, 
found out by Mons. Leibtinji;.'' ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Benjamin Franklin writes of him under date of Au- 
f«:ust 10, 1789, — *'I have lonp known Mr. Andrew Elli- 
cott as a man of science, and while I was in the Execu- 
tiye Council haye had frequent occasion in the course 
of Public business of bein*; acquainted with his abili- 
ties in (leop'apliical oi)eration8 of the most important 
kind, which were performed by him with pjreatest scien- 
tific accuracy.'' lie sij^ns himself ''B. Franklin, late 
President of the State of Pennsylyania.'' 

It was commonly thou<::ht that the Town of Erie, Pa., 
was within the suryey of New York. So stron<::ly was 
this belieyed that Pennsyhania offered at one time to 
purchaseErie in order that an outlet to the Lake mi^ht 

• I have tlM' orlj^inal coniinission, sij;n(*(l by Konjainiii Franklin, 
President: Jolm Kwiiij:. ^ym. While. Sam Vaughn, y ice-Presidents. 
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be stMMinMl. The followinjj: is the eoinmiHsioiiy now in 
ihe writer's possession, «»:iven to Andrew Ellicott to 
mark the corrert lines. 

''To all Who Shall See These Presents (Ireeting— 
\Vher<*as on the sixth dav of Jnne in the vear of our 
Lord one thonsand seven hnndred and eiphty-eiji^ht, the 
said r. S. then in ("onj^ress Assembled did among other 
thinjrs. Resolve that the (leojrraplier of the said States, 
b«» and he herebv was dinnled to asrertain bv himself 
«»r by a Hepnly dnly appointtMl ft)r the pnrpose the 
boundary lint* lM*twiH'n the TniiiMl States ami the State 
i»f New York, and Massarhnseits, aj^re«*ably to the 
tliMsIs of <i*ssion of tlh» saiil States, and further that 
the said <MM»j;rapher or his I>t*puty, having run the me- 
I'itlian bt»twi»en Lake Krit\ and the State of Pennsvl- 
vania, and marked and mued down in his field book 
pro|H»r land marks for perpetuating the same, should 
pnMtM-d to maki* survey of iln» lami lying West of said 
lint' betWfM'ii l.akr Va'\\\ an«l the Statt* of Pennsylvania, 
^«» a^ to a^rt riain ihf i|uantity tht-n^if.and make return 

• »f ^u«'h Mirv, \ i.» il:i* Hoard nf Tn-asurv and when*a8 
ihr Sruaif anl llon^- of lu*pr«'s«'ntativt's of the I'nited 
S:a;«*v b\ a . 'ah ir nni ri>i»lntiMn p;isv< «} bv the latter 
■ in lit- i»n:l', :\\\ \ |»r» \ i«»u^l.v b\ il*,- f.-rtut-r on the 19th, 

• •f Anuu^: • ♦ ♦ i;ii|»fr!r. : • • • dir»M-ied 
h\ < '.•ii'^Vfvv in [!.»• .i!"'r«^ai«l a* r .!nn»* tlrh, ITsS he 
!Ma !»• a!i ! rvnirii. i ».• :!»*• StMt.-Mix .'f Thf Tn*asurv 
uiil.T.: .lila\ an.i 'l:.u tl »- P:-^ vi •• v^r .,f rl:,. Tnited 
S:at»-^ !•♦• r> «i?:fv:,-.: :.. /ipp-ini ,i tr i->*»ri r.i «-ouiplete 
ilf^a:i>-. Kti 'NX V' '1 .'.I t» p'ii-^'m: ■-..!* «*a:d rt^iuest, 
\ i:a\»- .tpj' '^ :.■••«! .'*i'i -*> ■ ": ■ ^t p:. ^. v. v .; , a;.|. .Jnr, An- 
.:r»-v\ i::-. .:•. .'f 11: >^ •••• -f ^Llv^ '.i:^:. • • . •riipl.-tf ihe 
-ai.l ^".r\- N. .1^ •: • • • ' i' ^'••il b^ ^as: ..■ • . ' t''.n::rvs< 

if tlv Si\'i ..'* .Ivjw 17^^, »iv.i b\ .*•..'•* r%iii K**<«du- 
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(ion of the Senate and House of Itepresentatives above 
mentioned. (Jiven under inv hand at the Citv of New 
York the fifth day of September in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine. 

(iKo. Washington." 

In this survev Andrew Ellieott was assisted bv his 
two brothers, Joseph and Benjamin. 

From the evidence liere given of Washington's ap- 
pr(»ciation of the tah^nt of Major Kllieott it will not be 
a matter of surprise that so soon thereafter his appoint- 
ment as Surv(*vor of the new Citv of Washington 
should meet with the President's approval. 

It was while engaged in the last mentioned survey 
I hat Andr(»w KHicott, and his brothers Joseph and Ben 
jamin, had tlieir first view of Niagara Falls. Under 
the supervision of Andrew Ellieott the first accurate 
measurement of the entire limgth of Niagara river, the 
fall of the river from Lake Krie to Lake Ontario, the 
height of the gr<»at fall and rapids, was mad(\ This 
measurement n^mains the accepted measure of to-day. 
In 1790 Phelps and (lorham sold to Robert Morris land 
lying between their pcnssessions, and those of the In- 
dian Lessee Company, Western New York. Robert 
Morris engaged Major Ellicott to resurvey the land. 
The line, as run bv the survevor of the Less(»e Com- 
pany, was found to be incorrect, and the difference was 
84,000 acres in favor of Robert Morris, — so (*arefully 

and correctlv was this survev made that the n^sult was 

ft • 

never disputed. Now we reach the date when the (ca- 
reer of Aixlrew Ellicott will perhaps be of greater in- 
terest to us. It will n^ulily be appreciatcnl from what 
has already beiMi writt(*n of Ellicott, that he was a man 
distinguished in his profession; a man who commanded 
the confidence of Washington, and one who must, from 

12 
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natural talent, cultivation, and practical experience, 
have yiven more than the s(»rvice of surveyor in the 
performance of the duty which is now to devolve upon 
him in connection with the work within the ten miles 
>!()uarc. 

The letter of earliest date* (a copy in writer's pos- 
i^ession) touchinji: the work of preparinjx the new Capi- 
tal, — is dated Philadelphia, January 15, 1791, and says: 

The Pi*esident thinking it would be better that the 
f)utline at least of the City, and perhaps Georgetown 
shouhl be hiid down in the plat of the t(*rritory. I 
have the honor now to send it and to desire that Major 
Ellicott mav do it as soon as convenient, that it mav be 
ivturncd in time to be laid before Congr(»ss. 
I have the honor, &c., 

Thos. Jkffkrsox. 
Messrs Johnson, Stuart 
and Carroll. 

The second is dated Philadelphia, February 2, 1791: 

To Major Ellicott,— 

Sir: — You are desired to procetMl by the first stage 
to the Fed(»ral tei'ritory on the I^otomac, for the pur- 
pose of making a survey of it. The first object will be 
to run the two first lines nuMitioncHl in the enclosed 
proclamation to wit: — the S. W. line 100 i)oles and the 
S. E. line to Hunting Creek or should it not strike 
Hunting CrcH^k as has Ixhmi sugg(\«t(Ml then to the River. 
Thes(* two lines must run with all th<* accuracy of 

which vour art is susceptible* as th(»v an* to fix the be- 
• I • 

ginning either on Hunting Cr(»ek or the* Kiver, if the 
s(M-ond line* should strike the Kiv(*r inst(»ad of the Creek 
(ak(* and lay down tlu* bewaring and distance of the 
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nearest iiart of Wie creek and also of any of its waters 
if any of them should be nearer than the creek itself; 
so also should either of these two lines cross any water 
of Iluntinjj; Crei»k let it be noted. The termination of 
the Second line being accurately fixed, either on the 
creek or river proceed to run from that at a beginning 
the four lines of experiment directed in the proclama- 
tion, this is intended as the first rough essay to furnish 
data for the last accurate survey. It is desirable that 
it be made with all the dispatch possible and with only 
common exactness, paying regard however to the mag- 
netic variations. In running these lines note the po- 
sition of the mouth of the Eastern Branch, the point of 
vour fii'st course there will receive the S. W. line from 
the Cape of the Eastern Branch, — the Canal and parti- 
<*ular distance of your crossing it from either en<l, the 
position of (leorgetown, and mouth of (loose Creek, and 
send by Post, A plat of the whole on which ultimate 
directions for the ret^t of the work shall be sent you, as 
soon as they can be prepared. Till these shall be re- 
ceived by you, you can be employed in ascertaining a 
tru(» Meridian, and the latitude of the place, and run- 
ning the meanderings of the Eastern Branch, and of 
th(* Biver itself, and oth(»r waters which will merit an 
exact place in the map of the Territory. You will 
Jierewith receive a draft on the Mayor of Georg(»town 
to <-over your expenses. 

Tii. Jeffkkson. 

P. S. 

Th(» Presid(Mit writ(»s bv Post to ^Ir. Beall Mavor of 
(Seorgetown to furnish vou with monev for vour ex- 
penses for which therefon* you may apply to him with- 
out further order. 
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The uext letter bears date of Feb. 14th, 1791 (copy) 
written either to the President, or to Mr. Jefferson by 
Major Ellicott, — 

Sir: — 1 arrived at this town on Monday hist, but the 
eh)u<ly w(*atlier preventiHl any observations being made 
until Fridav which was verv tine*. On Saturday the 

%■ *,■ *r 

two first lines wt*re conipletiMl. You will sc^ by the 
enclosed plat that the second lin(» does not touch any 
part of Iluntinj^ ('r(»ek unh^ss the spring drain noted in 
the plat is to ht* considiMiMl a part of it. It appears to 
to nn* that in ord(»r to make* the i)lan as complete as pos- 
sible* il will b(* i)i-o])er to l)(*gin the survey of the ten 
miles s(|uare at tin KasttM'u inclination of the upper 
cape of Hunting CriM^k, marked on the plat. This plan 
will include all the Harbor and wharfs of Alexandria, 
which will not be the Cast* if the two first lines nien- 
tiont*d in th(» proclamation ar<» to n^uain as now. I 
shall submit to your considersUion the following 
plan for tin* permanent location which will I believe 
embracf' every i>l)ject of advantage* which can be in- 
<'lud(»d within the ten miles squan*. [Many erasures 
follow and indistinct writing.] as mark(Ml in plat A. 
The magnetic vai-iations at this plac(» is sonu^what un- 
certain, arising no doubt fmm sonn» local cause*. It 

was 2(> «*a>terlv when the second line struck the river 

* 

and at the i*nd of the liist line, it was m»arly as much 
West<*rly. The Latitude of Alexandria, I find to be 
about X\ 4S 2t> N. This aftecnoon I intend beginniuf; 
the rough survey whiih shall Im» exeiiited with all pos- 
sible* dispatch, [more erasnr«*s|. Von will observe by 
the plan which I hav»» suggested for the Permanent Lo- 
cation a small devijition with respect to the compass 
from that mentioned in the Prorlamation, the reason of 
which is that the ( 'onp's in the I Morla !na t ion, strict lyad- 
heriMl to, would neither produce straight Tnu^s, nor 
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contain quite the ten miles square, besides the utmost 
impropriety of running such lines without tolerable 
exactness. I am Sir with greatest respect and esteem 
your o'b'd't Servant. 

Andrew Ellicott. 

About the same time, Ellicott addressed his wife as 
follows: 

Alexandria, Feb. 14th, 1791. 
My dear, — 

I arrived at this Town on Tuesday, last in good 
health but in consequence of bad weather, could not 
proceed to business till Friday last. I have been 
treated with great politeness by the inhabitants, who 
are truly rejoiced at the prospect of being included in 
the Federal district. I shall leave this town this after- 
noon to begin the rough survey of the ten miles square. 
1 am mv dear vour affectionate husband. 

A. Ellicott. 

Th(» letter of next nearest date in my possession is 
dated from Georgetown, March 20th, 1791 — to his wife. 
'*I have taken a few minutes to write vou bv Col. 
Thompson, who I expect will deliver this together with 
a small bundle containing a pair of black silk mits, and 
a small smelling bottle, which I hope you will receive 
as a small testimony of as pure affection as ever had 
place in the Human Breast. I have met with many 
difficulties for want of my old hands, and have in con- 
sequence a most severe attack of influenza worked for 
many days in extreme pain. I am now perfectly re- 
covered, and as fat as you ever saw me. . . . The 
President will be here next Monday, and after I re- 
ceive his future orders, you shall hear from me." . . . 
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\\^ here alludes to the joy it will afford him to meet her, 
and rontinnes, "it is now late at nij^ht and my letter 
rarried to a jrreat lenjrth, but when I call to mind our 
happy connection, the consequence of an early attach- 
ment, founded in Virtue and Love, I know not where 
lo con<lnde. So many objects pleasinjj: to my recollec- 
tion crowd in upon me. I am dear Sally your affection- 
ate husband, Andrew Ellicott." 

One <-annot fail to admire the spirit of devotion 
which this letter breathes. The followinj; letter is also 
a<Idr(*ssed to his wife. 

Surveyors Camp, State of Virginia, 

June 26, 1791. 
My dear Sallv; — 

Since my last which was forwarded by our friend 
Adam Hoops, nothing material has transpired except 
the return of the President. I have found the weather 
in this couutrj' extremely hot, partly owing I suppose 
<o the want of rain, having had but thive small show- 
(M's since I left vou last. The countrv through which 
we are now cutting one of the ten mile lines is verv 
poor. I think for near seven miles, on it there is not 
one hou.^-e that has any floor except the earth, and 
what is more strange it is in the neighborhood of Alex- 
andria and (leorgetown. We find but little fruit, ex- 
cept hnckelberric^s, and live in our Camp as retired as 
we used to do on Lake Erie. Labouring hands in this 
rountrv can scarcelv be had at anv rate, mv estimate 
was twentv — but I have to wade slowlv thro' with six» 
this scarcity of hands will lengthen out the time much 
beyond what I intended. As the President is so much 
iit taclicd to this (^)untry, I would not be willing that he 
sliould know mv real sentiments about it. But with 
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vou my dear whose love and affection I have eoustantlv 
experienced almost from our infancy, I am not afraid 
to make my sentiments known. This couijitry intended 
for the permanent residence of Conji^ess, bears no more 
l»roportion to the country about Philadelphia and Ger- 
mantown, for either wealth or fertility, than a crane 
(hns to a stall fed ox. I have enclosed a check on bank 
for tifty dollars which I expect will bj' this time be ac- 
<(*ptable. I pray that the Supreme director of Human 
wants may preserve you and our dear children. 

The next letter at my command is written from 
^ li»orjj:etown, August 9th, 1791. My I>ear Sally :—^Next 
Mon<lay two weeks at farthest I shall leave this for 
Philadelphia. I am now so completely tired of beinjf 
from home that I would willinjijly resiji^n my appoint- 
ment rather than suffer 8o much anxiety and pain. 
After the business is finished in (leorji^ia, I am deter- 
mined thouj^h poverty should pursue me to live at 
home, and cherish the most affectionate of wives. Do not 
my dear send nu* any bad news, my present frame of 
mind would suffer extremelv bv it and it miffht only 
prolonji: the time of my r^urn ♦ ♦ ♦ \s^ have a 
most eleji:ant camp, and thinj»:s in line order, but where 
you are not there are no charms. I ex[K*ct my com- 
panion Major I/Enfant, which is pronounced in Eng- 
lish Lonfong, will pay you a visit in my name sometime 
next week, he is a UKyst worthy French gentleman and 
(ho' not one of the most handsome of men, he is from 
his good breeding, and native politeness, a first rate 
favorite among the ladies. I am my dear KiiUy, &c. 

Yet another hotter to his wife dated Georgetown 
Oct. 17th, 1791, — My dear Sally, — Lady Washingt4)n, 
has undertaken to have this handed to vou immediate- 
ly on her arrival in Philadelphia. The most pleasing 
information I can give you at [iresent is that I am io 
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^ood health; but hurried off of my lef^s and bothered 
out of uiv senses. This is the dav of the sale of Public 
lots in the new city of \Vashinjj:ton, you may expect 
that I have but few leisure minutes for writing. Lady 
Washinj^ton will }eave this place immediately. I am 
dear Sallie, «S:c. 

(Mosc^ly upon this time November 20th., 1791 — Presi- 
dent Washington and Mr. Jeff<»rson found it difficult to 
<-ontinue the work in a satisfactory way with Major 
I/Enfant. Jefferson wrote*, '*it has been found impracti- 
cable to employ Major L'Enfant, about the federal 
City in that degree of subordination which was lawful 
and proi)er he has been notifier^ that his services are 
at an end. ♦ ♦ ♦ FlHcott is to go on and finish 
laying off the plan on the ground and surveying and 
plotting the dwtmct." 

In harmony with the above action the next letter is 
written by Mr. Jefferson and bears date Philadelphia 
Nov. 21, 1791 — Dear Sir; — It is excessively desirable 
that an extensive sale of lots in Washington should 
take place avS soon as possible, it has been recom- 
mended to the Commissioners to have all the squares 

adjacent to the Avenue, from the President's house to 
the Capitol on both sides, and from thence to the River 
through the whole breadth of the ground betw'eeu 
Kock Creek, and the Eastern Branch, first laid off. 
The object of the present is to ask your private opinion 
of the earliest time at which this portion of the work 
can be comph^ted? which I will beg the favor of you 
to communicate to me by letter. In order that the sale 
may not be delayed by the engravers it is hoped that 
by communicating what is ex(*cuted from time to time, 
tlie engraver can nearly keep pace with you. I am 
with great est(^em Dear Sir, 

Your most devoted serv't, 

Tii. Jefferson. 
Major Andr(»w Ellicott. 
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History having failed to give Major Ellicott the 
honor dne him for the share which is elearly proven by 
otlicial documents he had in pivparing th<* accepted 
and engraved plan by which this City was laid out — 
and under which the sales were made — It affords nie 
pleasui'e just here to quote some of these proofs. 

7th. C()X(iI{ESS— 1ST. SESSION. 

Communicated to the House of Representatives April 

Stli, 1802. 

Mr. Dennis, fi-om the Committee to whom was re 
fernMl on the 5th. of February last, a motion in the 
form of two resolutions of the House, respecting the 
adjustm(»nt of the existing disputes b t"'een the Com- 
missioners of the City of Washington and other per 
sons who may conceive themselves injured by the sev 
eral alterations made in phm of said City, &c. That 
many disputes have arisen between the Commissioners 
and proprietr)rs of City pro|)erty, in consecpience of the 
alterations which from time to time have taken place 
in the plan of the city of Wasrhington. Your Commit 
t<H» tind that the plan of the City was originally de- 
signed by Mr. 1/Enfant, but that it was in many re- 
spects rejected by the President of the I'nited States, 
and a plan drawn up by Mr. Ellicott purporting to 
have beiMi made from actual survey, which recognized 
rh(» alterations made therein, and which was engraved 
and published by the order of (ieneral Washington in 
the vear 1792. This plan was circulated bv the Ciov- 
ernment through the United States, and sent to our 
public agents in EuroiK*, by authority of the (lovern- 
ment, as the plan of the City and is the only one which 
has ever been engraved and published; this is generally 
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known by the appellation of the enji^raved plan. From 
rliis plan later deviations were made and incorporated 
in a map which received the endorsement of Mr. Ad- 
ams, but this plan has never been en«»raved and pub- 
lished. In continuance of the report is jijiven a state- 
ment of a number of citizens in the form of a letter to 
Mr. Adams Nov. 10th, 1798 ♦ ♦ ♦ Mr. L'Enfant 
was succeeded by Major Ellicott in the surveying de- 
l>artment; the latter was superseded and that depart- 
ment devolved on others, perhaps less qualitied. While 
Mr. Ellicott was surveyor a plan was engraved by the 
direction of the Commissioners, and a very numerous 
impression t^a ken therefrom. A number of copies were 
lodged in the Office of the Secretary^ of State, others 
with the Commissioners and many dispersed through- 
out the United States and Europe for »ale and for the 
information of persons who might incline to become 
purchasers of the City property. This plan although 
it differed in many respects from that by which the first 
sales were made — and which had been laid before Con- 
gress, was generally considered as the final plan of the 
City; and from that period sales have invariably been 
made in conformity therewith, under the idea that the 
sanction under which it issued was a t^ufficient guaran- 
IV of its stabilitv. It has alreadv been obsei*\'ed that 
there were several alterations made in the plan be- 
tw<»en Mr. L'Enfant's tirst design, and the publishing 
of the'last (»ngraved plan in IMiiladelphia, by the Com- 
missioners, and promulgated as the plan of the City." 
Major Ellicott's map was the engraved plan. 

In a letter dated Commission<'rs Office JFarc^h 23, 
1802, to Hon. John Dennis, Chairman of a Committee 
of Congress the following occurs. ''Major L'Enfant's 
plan of the City was sent to the House of Representa- 
tive's on the 13th. of Dec. 171)1, by President Washing- 
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ton for the information of the House and afterward 
rrithdraxcn. Many alterations were made therefrom by 
Major Ellieott with the approbation of the President 
and under his authority; all the appropriations except 
as to the Capitol and President's house w-ere struck 
out and the plan thus altered sent to the en{»;ravers, in- 
tending that work and the promulgation thereof to 
give the final and regulating stamp. These changes 
from L'Enfant's plan took place in the year 1792, and 
the published plan appears to have been engraved in 
October of that year. It has since been pursued in all 
the operations of the city under the directions of the 
Commissioners as far as it was practicable — but the 
city not having been surveyed, and this plan 
having been partly from L'Enfant's draughts, 
and partly from materials possessed by Elli- 
eott it was probable it would not correspond 
with an actual mensuration. In continuance 
the letter further says "we know but one instance of a 
complaint of injury arising from a difference between 
I/Enfant's and the engraved plan; that is the case of 
Samuel Davidson, he alleges that L'Enfant's plan 
nught to be considered as the plan of the City, as by it 
he would be entitled to additional property. His case 
as stated by himself was transmitted to President 
Washington, who in a letter to the Commissioners 
date'd Feb. 20, 1707, says: 

"That many alterations have been made from L'En- 
fant's plan by Major Ellieott with the approbation of 
the Executive is not denied; that some were deemed 
essential is avowed and had it not been for the ma- 
terials w^hich he happened to possess, it is probable 
that no engraving from L'Enfant's draughts ever 
would have been exhibited to the public, for after the 
disagreement took place between him and the Commis- 
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sioiiers, his obstinacy tlirew every difficulty in the 
way of its accomplishment. To this summary may be 
added that ilr. Davidson is mistaken if he supposes 
that tlie transmission of Major I/Enfant's plan of tiie 
i'ity to ron*>ress was the completion thereof: so far 
from it it will appear by the messa*^ which accom- 
l)anied the same that it was *::iven as matter of infor- 
mation only, to ^how what state the business was in, 
and the return of it recjuested. That neither House 
<jf Congivr^is passed any act consequent thereupon; that 
it remained as l>efore, under the control of the Execu- 
tiv(% that afterwards several errors were discovered 
and corrected many alterations made and the appro- 
priatioiLs, except as to the Capitol and the President's 
house, struck out under that authority before it was 
sent to the engraver intending that work and the pro- 
mulgation thereof were to give the final and regulating 
stamp." Upon receipt of this letter from President 
Washington the Commissioners rejected the applica- 
tion, (lenei'al Washington in rephing to a complaint 
from William Thornton in a letter dated Federal City 
June 1st., 1795), writes: — **I have never had but one opin- 
ion on this subject, and that is that nothing ought to 
justify a d(^i)arture from the engraved plan, but the 
probability of some gr<»at public benefit, or unavoid- 
abl(* ncHcssity." From the foregoing it will readily 
be seen that a gross injustice has been done Major EUi- 
cott, in withholding his name in connection witli the 
engraved and adopt(Ml plan by which our Capital City 
was laid out; that portion of I/Enfant's draughts 
were used — in constructing the whole is not ques- 
ti()n<Ml, but the final map was one submitted by Elli- 
eott and engraved and i)ut into use by order of Presi- 
dent Washington. 

A long period now intervenes of which I have no 



Sally K. Alexander — Life of Andrew Ellicott, 181 

jucouiit — and the next letter bears date of George- 
town 1st. Septenibi^r 1792, and is as follows, — Major 
Kllieott is re<iuested to prepare several squares near 
the President's House, the Capitol, the Commissioners* 
house, the Judiciary, the Markets on the Canal, on the 
Mall, on the Eastern Branch where it can be done on 
the different proprietors' lands near each place. The 
division of the scpiares where their size will permit to 
be laid off in the same manner as those last October 
and that he report by the 5th. October in what otJier 
part of the City s<iuares may be laid off. By order 
of the Commissioners. 

Jamks M. OAKUK'n\ 

The next letter is of date, — January 1st. 1793. Sec- 
ond Survey. — I Andrew Ellicott do hereby certify that 
being appointed to this service by Thomas Johnson^ 
David Stuart, and Daniel CaiTolI, Commi^ssioners in 
virtue and for the execution of Act of Congress for 
establishing the temporary and permanent seat of the 
(lovernment of the Ignited States have agre(»ably to 
the Direction of the President's two several proclama- 
tions carefully surveyed the following District of Terri- 
tory ten miles square, to wit: — Beginning at a stone 
tixe<l on Jones point being the upi)er cai>e of Hunting 
Cr(H*k in the Commonwealth of Virginia and at an 
angle in the outset of forty-tive degrees west of the 
mouth and running in a direct line ten miles for the 
first line; then beginning again at the siiid stone on 
Jones I*oint, and running another diivct line at a right 
angle with the first across the Potomac ten miles for 
the second line; then from the terminations of the 
said first and s<H-ond lines, running two other direct 
lines of ten miles each the one crossing the Eastern 
Branch and the other the Potomac and meetiing each 
other in a point. These lin(*s are opened and cleared 
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forty feet wide that is twenty feet on each side of the 
lines limiting the Territory, and in order to perpetuate 
the work I have set up square mile stones marked pro- 
jjjXessively wirh the number of miles from the begin- 
ning on Jones' Point to the West corner thence from 
the West corner to the north corner to the east comer 
and from thence to the place of beginning on Jones' 
point; except in a few cases where the miles termi- 
nated on declivities or in waters; the stones are then 
placed on the first firm ground, and their true distances 
in miles and poles marked on them. On the sides of 
the stones facing the TeiTitory is inscribed, *Murisdic- 
tion of the Tnited States." On the opposite sides of 
those* placed in the commonwealth of Virginia is in- 
scribed *'\'irginia." And on those in the State of 
Maryland, "Maryland.'' On the third and fourth sides, 
or faces, is inscribed the vear in which the stone was 
set up, and the conditions of the Magnetic Needle at 
that place. — In addition to the foregoing work I have 
complete<l a map of the four lines with an half mile 
each side, including the said District, or territory, with 
a survey of the <lifferent waters. 

Witness \\\\ hand tliis first dav of Januarv 1793. 

Andukw Ellicott. 

The following letter next in date which I can com 
mand is addressed to Mr. Jefferson, City of Washing- 
ton January 12th., 1793. — Sir: — From a converscation 
which I had with vou some time ago I remember vou 
was desirous of discovering tlie Indian name of the 
East(*rn Hranch of th<* Potaniack. \\\ some old sur- 
veys it ai)i)ears to be **Anna Kastia." Tlie rc^asons of 
my (lisagr(M*m(Mit with th<» Cominissioiiers and ulti- 
mate d(*ttM'ininari()n to (juit tl.u* businc^ss of the (^ity of 
Washington on tli(* first day of May next shall be pub- 
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lislied iinincHliatelv after that <late and I have iio doubt 
but that from a dear investij^ation of facts ni}' con- 
duct and exertions will be approved of by the candid 
and deservinjis:. 

1 am Sir with esteem your real friend, 

Andrew Ellicoti\ 
To 

Thos. Jefferson, Esq. 

The disa}»:reement between Major Ellicott and the 
Commissioners seems now to have culminated; but not 
to have continued long. Theyapi)earto have anticipated 

his resignation which according to his letter he had 
(h'lermined to present, by a.s he writes dismissing him 
froiu the service. They were not unanimously sup- 
ported in this act as appears from the following letter. 
— City of Washington, January 12th. 1793. Were all, 
who niav directlv or indirectlv hear of the disagree 
ment between Major Andrew Ellicott and the Com- 
missioners personally acquainted with that gentle 
man, or 8i>ectatois of his conduct I would be silent 
on the occasion, but as circumstanc<*s may be par- 
tially related, and misapprehended it becomes expe- 
dient to bring forward facts authenticated by free full 
and unbias<Hl testimony 1 am therefore happy in hav- 
ing it in my power to certify and declare in the most 
solemn manner: that ever since I have been emploj^ed 
with Major Ellicott in the City of Washington on the 
Boundary lin(\s of the Territory of Columbia or in the 
surveyor's office, (leorgetown, I have observed him uni- 
formly attentive to the business of his department from 
the first api^earance of light in tlie morning until his 
usual bed time (not evc^n Sundays (»xcept(Ml) Nothing 
while I have becMi i)res(Mit — but extreme indisjiosition 
— and not always even that — has ev<»r api)eared to me 
to divert his attcaition from his business or to abat(» 
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his anxious endeavors to promote the general interest 
of th(* city of VVa.sliinj»:ton with the approbation if pos- 
sibh* of both Conunissioners and proprietors. I shall 
prorluee one* instance out of many of his extreme at- 
lention to his duty. When we were running the boun- 
dary Iin(*s of th(» t(*rritory of Columbia being obliged 
to transact (as I have und(»i'strM)d) the general business 
of his ottice in (i<M)rgi»town on Saturday evening and 
Sunday \w us(m1 actually to arrive at our Camp on the 
lin(* at no less distance than seven miles from that 
Town, on Monday morning before it was light enough 
lu s(M* distinct Iv, without a candh*. It was also his 
usual cust(Mu to breakfast by candle light in the niorn- 
iu":. Th(* labors of the dav lonniKMiccMl before- dav 
light and he did not r<*tire from them but with retiring 
day light, fre<|U(*ntly not (*V(»n for dinn<»r. In short I 
do not believe it |)ossibI<» for a man aiming solely at 
the augmentation of his private* fortune or the attain- 
ments of his reigning wish to be* more indefatigable 
in the |)ursuit or instant in his exertions than Major 
lOllicoit always appeanwl to wm'^ to be* in the faithful 
execution nf the public business eominitted to his 
charge. Such conduct in a |)ubli( servant although 
the ri;:id moralist mav call it no uio]*e than dntv is 
rertainly merit(ui<»us and demands the (»st(MMn and ap- 
jirobatinn <»f evrry uni>rejudiced mind. 

T. HuK^f^s. 



Tardiness in securing expeeied results seems to have 
been the reason fni* disenntent nil the part of (N)niniis- 
si.uiers, a'^ Major Klli»ott |»refiTred atcuraey to (»xpedi- 
ti'in. 

At tin* time of writini: this lettei' Maj(»r I^lli«ott was 
vet pui'suini; the work entrusted to him as a letter from 

• I ^^ 

Mr. .lellerson will »<liow. 
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The following letter is without date, but from the 
lenor thereof I believe it should properly be inserted 
here. It is to the Coniuiissionc^rs from Major Ellicott. 
— (lentlemen, your precipitate departure after receiv- 
ing; mine of the 8th. prevented my replying the next 
morning particularly to yours of same date for want of 
copies of my letters of the 4th and 5th. From infor- 
mation which I have received since your adjournment 
it appears that you have affected not to understand 
that part of my letter of the 4th (2) 2 with regard to 
not being able to give satisfaction in the execution of 
the business in which I have been engaged in the City 
of Washington. The idea which I intended to convev 
was that as my exertions in executing the phni did not 
meet your approbation (and likewise from the discon- 
tent which Mr Dumot frequently informe<l me he dis- 
covered among the l^roprietors) it would be agi*eeable 
to me to withdraw from the business. That you have 
i^iven nu? everv reason to believe vou were discontented 
with my proceedings 1 tliink you will not pretend to 
deny. Your blaming me to the President, to Mr. 
Walker and others with respect to the work being de- 
hiyed on the Eastern I^ranch and other places are suf- 
ficient evidences that I have not been actuated by sus- 
picion respecting your own sentiuKMits. As the delay 
on the Eaistern Hranch appears to have been more par- 
ticuhirly attended to than at any other i)lace, 1 feel 
myself interested in accounting for it both to the pub- 
lic and proprietors. I hope that I am now understood 
but must at the same time declare that it will be diffi- 
cult to convince m(» that my letter of the 4th. required 
a comment to enable you to understand it, whatever it 
might for others. In rei)lying to yours of the 8th I 
shall begin with your general ccMisure conveyed in the 



13 
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words, ** without pretendinji: to a Hcieiitific acquaiu- 
lance with your professional art we eaiiiiot sacritire 
so niuch of our sinceritv as to sav otherwise than that 
our (^xjxHtations have bcMMi much disappointed as to 
tlie \\\\w the surv(\vinj:: lias been on hand an<l have 
often nuMitioniMl to you, our wish of stren'xtlienin*^ you 
with (*v(My assist a n((* in our po\V(»r to expedite it." 
This iKira<;ra|di was evidently inttMided to shelter your- 
selves undiM* your not *'pr(Mendin<; to a seientitie ac- 
quaintance with my profosional art." If this was not 
vour intention, von could have conv(»ved vour meanin;*: 
nmre iMuntedly in fewer woi-ds with (Mpial ele«^ance 
thou^ih *'sacritice" and ''sinc(»rit v'' had l)(»en omitted. 

As an evidenct» that no d^dav has Immmi occasioned for 

• 

want of exertions 1 must r(»f(*i' you to the adjoining 
t(»stimony <)f those ac(|uainted with me both in the of- 
fice and field; but in a number of instances the work 
has bci*n imped(Ml by attempting;: to comi)ly with your 
''particular requests." The ''wish", whicdi you say you 
manifestt'd to me nf increasing my sti*enj::th could not 
possibly have Immmi extended with advantajre to the 
Work bevnnd a meie wish, foi- had more assistants* been 
taken into nav, ih«*\ unisi have been idle for want of 
the iMM-essarv insi niiiieiii s. This would have b(H»n 
sti"an;^e emiinjny. In the last |»ara3L:ra|di of yours of 
iht* sti'. Nnu v,iv "\\\\\ iiHivf I'aNe ofirn observcMl our 
difliruliies and rliM;^?i?i at bfiiiLi nldiiied to act in the 
existini: siai<* id iIm- \\«!:k" I innrt ss iliai 1 hav(» often 
obsei'Nrd yniir jjl jiniiini' will' r«*>|MTi tn I he pro;rves8 
of ilh* businr^s nil. hi- iii\ dir« rijnii w Mdi is one of the 
causes nf iiiv diss;ni>fa«ii<ni Ihm an^r I am <eriain that 
:»n a fair im ♦•^liuaiimi nmii will imi lind ev(»n the 
shadnw nf a |diaiiii.m for a rnniiilaiin!i in i-est y<»ur 
cnin|daints u|Min. If ymn* "iNp^MMiiniiv lia\(* been 
inucji disappnintrd" iiwiiii; m a want id a "srieniitic 
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«u<iuaintanee with \\\y professional art" and a knowi- 
e(l«»;e of the system on which the phiu of the city de- 
I»en(ls and whi<*h must be pnrsned npon principles as 
hxed as the SITN if executed in the least time and best 
manner possible. I cart see no reason for your ill hu- 
mor or '*cha{i:rin" I "cannot make such a sacrifice" of 
my '\sincerity'' as to say that I comprehend the mean- 
injx of these words, "beinj:: oblij^ed to act in the exist- 
in*':" state of the ^^'^)rk. Because first I cannot con- 
ceive how you would act in the non-existing state of it. 
Secondly, no difficulty could occur to any [)erson of 
modest capacity in acting upon the work already exe- 
cuted, and thirdly if you mean that my bringing ^or- 
irard a plan of the Vittf without which that part of the 
business in which I have been engaged must have been 
delaved another season had rendered it necessarv how- 
ever disagreeable for you to act at all it might have 
lM»en much better and more clearly expressed. I shall 
(lose this after making a few observations relative to 
th(» discontent of the Proprietors which Doctor Stuart 
informed Mr. Marstella was the principal cause of our 
disagnvment. On receiving this information I called 
upon the proprietors generally, and found the report 
as far as It respects d the surveying department, wholly 
without foundation, but candour obliges me to confess 
that I found instances of dissatisfaction arising from 
i^ very different cause nam(»ly, — an appndiension that 
1 had been concerncMl in the dismission of Major L'En- 
fant and defended your nu^asures which they supposed 
must ultimately injure the great work in which you 
are engagiMl, and in which they ar<» so dc^^ply inter- 
ested. As confid(»nce is frequently {\w jKirent of suc- 
cess and th(» want of it th<» cause* of misfortune, and as 
this want of confi(i(»nc<* in those* concerned in conduct- 
ing the affairs of the (Mty, appears to b(* too geiieial I 
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shall just take the liberty of proposing a hint which 
may safely be improved by you to advantage (that is) 
sup}»ose we should all withdraw from business as 
San<ho <lid from he weight of his government, and be 
succeeded by others whose minds embraced the magni- 
(ude of the object and enjoyed the confidence of those 
interested in its prosperity, is there not every reason 
to suppose that it would be attended with the most 
desirabh' <-onse<iuenc(*s. As your ottice is an office of 
n*cord, I rcMpK'st that this with the adjoining testi- 
monies may be ent(*r(Ml on your journal as a, reply to 
tht* ciMisurt' contained in yours of the Sth. 

From Mr. Jefferson, 

IMiihidelphia Jan. 15th, 1794. 
lM*ar Sir; — 

I havr dulv received vour favor of the 9th., the Presi- 
d<Mit thinking it would be better that the outlines at 
h*ast of the rity and perhaps of (ieorgetown, should be 
htid down in rh(» jdot of the T(*rritory, I have sent it 
l»ark to the rommissioners from whom it c«une that 
y<»u may do this. Su|>posing yi»u were to ccmsult' 
them nn I lie prnprirty of adding to the IOast<»rn Branch 
the wiirds Annakastia this \v<mhl prnbably revive the 
ancient Indian name inst<*ad nf the m<Mlern one. I am 
extrenielv snrrv In h'arn that then* has arisen anv dis- 
satisfaetinii b«M\veen the rummissiioiers and vourself. 
1 am snrt* it is withont fault on ei(hi^r side, sueh is my 
«f»ntidenr«* in botli |iarti<s. The work yon an* em- 
(dnved in must be slow from its nature and it is not 
\v«»mh*rfnl if the rnnimis>ionei-s shonhl think it too 
murli so liowtver I hoiM* von will <hanue vour mind 
abont brin^rin;; if lufon* the pnblir. This eanm»t be 
th»ne without injurin:; the e\piMtation< built on the 
ritv nor ran it Im» iierrssarv in a ease unknown bi'vond 
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the Circle of (leor^etown within that Circle verbal ex- 
planation will certainly answer equally well as a jus- 
tification to you indeed I hope nothinji: will take place 
to render your future services there unobtainable with 
(he Commissioners, and that you will suspend any reso- 
lution you may have taken on this subject. I thank 
A on for your almanac, but why have you adopted the 
nam<» of (ieorgium sidus, which no nation but the Eng- 
lish took up, while justice and all the nations gave it 
that of Ilerschel? I have often wished we could have 
published in America an Almanac, which without go- 
ing beyond the purchase of the people in general, might 
answer some of the purposes of those a little above 
them in infonnation. The declination and right ascen- 
sion of the Sun, the equation of time, places of those of 
the rtMuarkable stars which are above our horizon in 
thf^ night, and some other little matter might be sub- 
stituted in place of the weather and other useless ar- 
ticles, without increasing the bulk or price of the al- 
manac. I know no bodv but vourself from whom we 
could hope such a thing. What say you to it. 
I am with gn^at esteem Dear Sir, 
Your verv humble serv't. 

Th. Jefferson. 

The di'sagnn^ment had now come to open rupture as 
seen by the following: — 

Georgetown, March 16th. 1793. 
Sir: — The Commissioners of the public buildings 
have at length dismissed me from the business in which 
1 have been engaged in the City of Washington with- 
out giving me an opportunity though demanded of 
verbally explaining what from misrepresentation and 
the want of knowledge of the plan they supposed to be 
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unpardonable inaccuracies. I do assert, and posterity 
will bear me witness to its truth, that there is not a 
work of that nature or magnitude in the Universe ex- 
ecuted with equal accuracy and I do require an exami- 
nation into the general execution of the i^lan by men 
of known professional abilities in that way otherwise 
I shall consider myself a sacrifice at the schrine of ig- 
norance. I am sir with esteem and gratitude 

your o'b'd't serv't, 

Andrew Ellicott. 
President U. S. 

Mr. Jefferson replied to this letter for the President 
as follows: — 

Philadelphia, March 22, 1793. 

Sir: — Your letter of the 16th to the President has 
been duly received wherein you require an examina- 
tion into the execution of the general plan of the city 
by men of known profesional abilities, if this be ad- 
dressed to the President under an expectation that he 
should order such an examination, I have to observe 
to you tliat it w^ould be out of the line of his interfer- 
ence to originate orders relative to those employed 
under the Commissioners, their plans come to him for 
approbation or disapprobation, but everything con- 
cerning the execution is left to themselves; and par- 
ticularly the Pi*esident declines all interference with 
those employed by them, or under them. The Presi- 
dent is sincerely concerned at the diff(*rence wiiich has 
taken place, but does not suppose it to be a case for 
any interposition on his part. To these expressions of 
his sentiments on the subject of your letter I have only 
to add those of regard and esteem from Sir 
Your most obed't humble serv't. 

Tit. Jefferson. 
Mr. Andrew P]llicott. 
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The next in sequence is a joyful letter from Major 
Ellicott to his wife which is in strong contrast with 
the one the doughty Quaker addressed to the Presi- 
dent. 

Georgetown, April 10th, 1793. 
My Dear Sally; — 

I have just taken a few minutes to acquaint you 
that I am in good health ♦ ♦ ♦ The singular sit- 
uation into which I was thrown immediately on my 
arrival at this place and the doubtful issue prevented 
my writing until a final determination which was had 
yesterday. My victory was complete; and all my men 
reinstated in the City, after a suspension of one month. 
As my reputation depended on the determination, I 
n(»glected nothing in my power to defeat the Commis- 
sioners, but had to contend very unequally, owing 
to all my papers being siezed by their order the day 
after I returned from Philadelphia. And this day 
they were all restored to me again. This victory has 
cost me at least £75. The defeat of the Commission- 
ers has given great pleasure to the inhabitants of tJiis 
place, and when I went into the Citv vesterdav after 
the determination, the joy of every person concerned 
in the business was evident, and it was with difficulty 
that they were prevented from huzzaing. Briggs be- 
haved like a true friend, and a man of sense and pru- 
dence, he has lost by it about half as much as I have. 
I shall write to you again on Tuesdjiy next, and in- 
close a sum of money. Brother Benjamin is in good 
health, and this day begins work in the City. I am 
my dearest Sally, 

Your affectionate husband, 

Andrew Ellicott. 

Mrs. Sarah Ellicott. 
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YfHirs by \\w Prosidont raine to hand, I think my 
virtory in sonn* nn^asure owinjj: to him. 

A. E. 



^1^ 



riie <\innni>sioni»rs wrott* lo Maj. Ellirott. — 

<uM)r<r(*t<»wn, April 9th, 1793 
SiK: — \Vi» approvt' of Mr. Hrijrjrs, Mr. tieorjre Fen- 
wirk and Mr. I»enjannn Ellirott as ynur assi.^tants on 
the TtTnis intMUioiK d in yonr hMti-r. Their roni|H^nsa- 
tion Is nndcrsttMhl bv ns to be same as formerly allowed 
them, \\ t' sl»all bt* ijlad to hav«* a little eonversation 
wirh ymi, iH'fon* \vt* st»paraie, \vhi4h wi* hojK* will be 
s«M»n. Anil are Sir, Yonr hnmble st*rvants, 

Th. Johnson, 
I>K. Stvakt, 

thi April loth, ITJKk (lov, Mifflin r«»mniissione<I Will- 
iam Irvine, Eniln»w Ellieott anti J'din Wilkini^, Jr^ to 
\i«»\v and la\ oni a Koad from Keadin;: to Pres4|ue Isle. 
lb» pndiably b»fi the work in Washin;:ton in rhai^e of 
his snbot\Iinates for on Ma> 22. 1T*.«^>. he bejran hii* 
it»nrni\\ t»» Piuslmr^ aiul n»arl»rd tliat plaee on tlie 
I%Oih, This mark of apprtMiaiiot^ mnst have been fo 
hun a tnosf a;:i\^*able f\pnssi»in i»f ri«ntid»*nre. <Sob- 
sf»tpnnii\ Marrh 1st. IT'.M.with Mf»rs. Irvine and Gal- 
latin, lH'»a>auain appoini<Ml In ttii>, Mifflin t«i lay oni 
tow n of l*r«*s,|\u' IsloJ 

W.lvl :!:^! .1, .lulv 2!», 17H:J. 
O \»p\ \ 

\\\\\\\\\\\ \\ Im n M.M.»i r N :: Nx.iv aU«nt l«i tie- 
|Mii l;«»in iImn ihx, Iw- u.ix* \iv \\n;:tn iii>inirtioiis to 
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rouduft the surveying department in his absence, on 
the same general system lately pursued; and in no 
case deviate from it, unless in obedience to an express 
order from you in writing. We were also, at the same 
time, instructed to report to you at your meetings the 
state of the work, with such other information as might 
appear to merit your consideration; and to sign the 
returns designating the squares, and deliver them to 
your clerk. 

In pursuance, thereof, of those instructions we re- 
port: that we have completed a survey of that part of 
the City, comprehended in sheet No. 9, bounded on 
the north by B street north; on the South by L street 
south; on the East by 2nd street east; and on the 
West by 4^ street West; and delivered to your clerk the 
returns designating each s(|uare it contains. Some 
squares on South-Capitol, included in this sheet were 
during the hurry of the sale, in October last estimated 
from the best data that could then be collected; and 
were we believe, partly divided with Mr. Daniel Car- 
roll of Duddington; the survey of these Squares is 
now completed, and an accurate and final division may 
be» made. As that small part of South Carolina Ave- 
nue West of South Capitol appears to answer no other 
purpose than materially to injure three or four other- 
wise handsome squares, we have not extended it fur- 
ther westward than the public appropriation about the 
intersection of 1st. street east and Virginia Avenue; 
this, we hope will meet your approbation. The survey 
of that part of the city east fnun 2nd. stn^^t east and 
south of C street north is in great forwardness and 
we hope, if we are fortunate enough to escape sickness 
to be able to make verv satisfactorv returns between 
this time and the ensuing «ale. In consequence of a 
close attentions to the checks furnished bv the con 
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stniction of the plan, we have discovered several 
sources of error in the work of last summer, of such a 
nature as for a lonji: time to elude detection. It ap- 
pears that two i)rincipal points of intersection had 
been moved from their intended position, between the 
time of lirst tixin*:: th(»m, and (»xt(Midinj|: the Avenues 
and streets passing;: throuj;h tluMu. Yet this mischief 
mi^ht hav(* hfM'U t*asily discov<*red and i)revented had 
not th<» strf»f»ts, from which <hecks would have arisen 
Ihmmi remov(»d in n»<i:ular proportion. This removal of 
points l)cin<j: found so uncommonly systematic, affords 
such an obvious proof of d<dibcrat(», nefarious de8ij»n in 
tlic authoi' tliat we cannot possibly ascriln* it to acci- 
d<*nt. It lias been a source* of shameful delav in the 
business; of enormous unne<'essan' expc*nse to the pub 
!!<*; and of mu<*h additiinial ditliculty, labor, and anx- 
ietv to us; we shall, th(M*(*for(» in future b(» verv careful 
not to suffer any p(*rson, whose character does not ap- 
jiear fair, to be in any mann<M' conntM'ted with us in the 
surveying:: department. This inffUination will ac- 
<(»unt for su<h differences as von nuiv (d)S(»rve between 
(he dimensions of s<|uares, Kast of the Capitol, as fop- 
nierlv rt*turned, and now r(»turned bv us. 

Ynu will (d)si*rve in (he plan a small canal or inlet 
from (Ih* Ka<(«rn Hranrh ext<Midin<:: nordiward along 
Fifih strtMt l\as(; this is hi^h ^^round; we would 
»herefore submi( (In* id<*a of plariny: (his inlet in Sixth 
s(retM, wlh'rr (Ih* (id«* a I read v Hows almos( (he whole 
dis(anri* in(«nded. We have a( (I'.i* re(|uest of Mr. IIo- 
ban, aniirately marki'd iln» lin«» of (Ih» s(r(M»(s, fop 
r««;r|||j|iii|i^ til,. finiK nf tli«« Inion Public llo(e|. If 
NUrh priM-isiou is stiirdy aurnded to from (he l>eji[in- 
nin<:, in all fn»in bniidiii^s, i( will be (Ik* only means 
of prt»st»rvin;: \\u* \u'\\\\\\ «»f (Im* idaii and of rorrectinjj 
^uih littb* irr«»;:ulari(i<s ns an* uiuivoidable in placing 
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stones, intended to limit the streets and squares. We 
also beg leave to suggest for your consideration the 
idea of placing in the wall of each corner front build- 
ing a handsome piece of free stone or white marble, 
with the name of each street or avenue sculptured on 
it; This we conceive would be far preferable in point 
of beauty and even economy, to the pieces of painted 
board usual in other cities. If Mr. George Fenwick 
makes the same progress he has hitherto done in bound- 
ing, with stones, the squares and areas, he will, in two 
or three weeks completely overtake the surveying, and 
his employment will be by no means sufficient to fill 
up his time. 

We are Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient & very humble serv'ts 
Jos. Ellicott. ^ [Both brothers of Andrew Elli- 

Henjamix Ellicott. I cott. Joseph laid out the City 
J. KiU(}(iS. f of Buffalo. Benjamin was later 

^ in life member of Congress.] 
The Commissioners of the Public Buildings &c. 

I have no data at hand from which to state how long 
Major Ellicott was absent. We learn by the last let- 
ter he had left specific instructions as to how the work 
should be conducted. The following letter bears the 
date of month, but not of year. — so I must insert it in 
this place as it may be the proper one for it, but of this I 
cannot be positive. 

Log-hall October 4th., Morning. 

Mr. Briggs presents his most resi)ectful compliments 
to Major Ellicott. I have caused Mr. Marstella and 
Mr. Fenwick each to make a list of all the nu^asure- 
ments in his possession which lists you will find in- 
closed. You will observe a difference of almost 12 
feet between Mr. Fenwick's measurement of the square 
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from Dth. to 10th sts East and that which is set down 
o\\ the plan. I shall canse this square to be reiueas- 
nred on N. (\ and s(Mid yon the result. I shall also 
take IS inches from 2nd st. East, and add it to the 
s(juare between 2nd. and 3rd. sts. I informed Mr. Der- 
mott rep(»at(Mlly that he mi«;ht make this alteration in 
rile list <»f measnr(*ments Mr. Fenwick j^^ave him on 
Sunday last for I should mak(» it on the {ground. Mr. 
.MarstcUa has no measurements of tin* oblicjue sides of 
the irrejxnlar tij^ures made* by the avenues of Massa- 
<husetts and X. ('ar<dina w(»stward of their intersec- 
tion; he informs nn* that he imagines Mr. Curtis must 
have tluMu. 1 wish to be infornuHl how wide you would 
have the sln^et nuuh* which passes (»ast and west 
throu<::h the inters(»ction of (ieor<::ia, and 8th streets, 
and tin* size of the streets and scjuan^s to southward 
<»f it. 

This strM^t is marked M on the plan we have, Mr. 
Curtis told me it was K on the larj^e plan. 

I am with esttMMu and respect, 

Vour fri(»nd, 

T. BuiGOS. 



The follnwinj; h»tt(*r comludcs the scries I have 



<i<»ori:ci<»wn 17th DeccMuber 1794. 



r* 



<iKNT1.kmi:n: — Major Ellirott's return was unex- 
pe<'tcd, the arran;rcmcnt was satisfactory to us, we do 
not incline to alitor it in tin* lM*^inniii<!: nf Wintt*r, it is a 
delicate circumstan<-c with ynu and we wish to know 
whi'thcr wc may depend on your servict^s— H(» pleased 
to form vour resdution.s j.»iiiilv or severallv as vou 
may jud^e projK'r and infi»rm us of the n»sult if e<iually 
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a;j:reeable to von it will be more so to us to see vou to- 
morrow or next dav. 

We are gentlemen, 

Your most humble serv'ts, 

Thomas Johnson, 
Dr. Stuaut, 
Dan'l Carroll, 

Commiss'rs 
Messrs Benjamin 

& 
Joseph Ellicott, 

There is every evidence that President Washington 
continued to entertain feelings of respect and friend- 
ship for Major Ellicott, and when his labors in the 
District of Columbia were concluded the President 
presented Major Ellicott with a pair of gold lined gob- 
lets as a mark of his esteem. — One of which the writer 
has the honor and happiness to possess. 

In March 1794, (lov. Miflflin again appointed Messrs 
Irvine, p]llicott, and (Sallatin Commissioners to hiy out 
the town of Prescjue Isle and ordered that adequate ar- 
rangement be made at Le Boeuf to give jirotection from 
hostile Indians iS:c., to survey and oi)en two roads one 
from Reading the other from French Civek to Presque 
Isle and avoid giving offence to peaceable Indians and 
the British garrison in that (juarter. A most interest- 
ing correspondence ensues. The Pivsident fears dis- 
turbance if Presque Isle is established, — Ciov. Mifflin 
defends the action of Pennsvlvania. Ivi^tters fcdlow 
from Major Ellicott to Sec'y Dallas; from Sec'y Knox 
to Ciov. Mifflin; Sec'y Dallas to Mr. Irvine and Major 
Ellicott. Sec'y Dallas idoses his letter to Sec'y Knox 
expressing hoiK* for a change in the Executive's opin- 
ion requesting him not to abandon the undertakings 
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In July StM-'y Knox writes that Mr. EUieott who has 
Ihmmi iMiipIoytMl hy INMinsylvania thinks all difforences 
uiay 1m* acconiiiKxhUed by tivaty. There was evidently 
a (litTerenr(» of opinion b(*tW(M»n the Pri*sident and some 
of his ('iihin(*t also <5ov. JlifTlin as to the wisest eonrso 
(o pursue. 

In 171C) Major Kllirott with Mr. Wni. Irvine was 
ap|»ointe(l t(» hiy out lots at Prescjue Isle, and make 
other survt»vs. 

In lT!)t; he was appointed Connuissiinu^r on behalf 
of the I'uittMl States i«» d(*terniine the Houndan' be- 
twtMMi the r. S. and the jiossessions of his (^atholie 
.Majesi\ in Anu»rira. I'pon this work he was enjj^aged 
during a part of tlu» year ITlMi, the year 1797, 1798, 
1799 and |»art of IS99. Major Kllieott thoujj:h number- 
h*ss opportunities must have arisiMi to enable him to do 
so, never aerumulated wealth. From IMiiladelphia Sep- 
n^mber I7lh, ISUU he writes: — "I am writinjx nu As- 
tronoinieal dournal/*and intimatesthat it is in the hope 
h«» will n*pair the losses sustaiiuMl by his a]>pointmeiit8 
whirh had bci'ii serious to him. ''This is the very first 
lime I have Imtu uniler the ni'ressiiy i»f stdlinjx part of 
my books to proi*ur<» bna«l/' Speakin*:: of apparatus lie 
says, •Mlnaf |»art of it was my own private i^roperiy 
and it will be sirn that no individual before at his own 
«*\p<'n>«' r\rf fniiii^inMJ a Nation with surh a number 
of x.iin.ildf iii^iniiiii'tiis.** hrmnbri- iMh. Mr. Jeffer- 
son rn«|niii'^ nl Majt»i- l!llir..tt w hn-f In* liad propositi 
io r»^!abli^h an ari m;itr .\b ritiian at \Va^hin«:ton. lie 
rrjilifv "'rhi* Capitol in thr rit\ of Washitiulnu stands^ 
i»n the iniri-^iM timi of thr Mitidiati and prime vertiral 
the rriiiif "I' t hr Noiih ;Mhl Snith Avi'tiin* may there- 
fopf br lakfii a-^ tin- inh' Nlrii«lian/' Tlir positions of 
all hiolinu \\« imr>- \\«ii- •itiit!niih-d b\ ndestial 
i.b^rrx ati«»iiH jn.l will In- Intni.l in lili. \'«d. of the 
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Transactions of onr Philosophical Society. Feb. 5th. 
ISOl, he writes his anxiety regarding tlie bnrning j>f 
the Treasnry Department h\st maps and charts of 
Sonthern Boundaries might have been destroyed. Un- 
(h^r date of March 80th. 1801, the otHce of Surveyor 
in the N. W. Territories was offered him. June*, ISOl, lie 
writer to I^resident Jefferson on the importance of 
observatori(»s yet unknown in Amc^rica. Oct. 10, 1801, 
has just accepted the char<»:e of Pennsylvania Land 
Office. Feb. 7th, 1802, Major Ellicott replies to Presi- 
dent Jefferson who has offered him the Survevor (ien- 
eralship of the United States — "Dear Sir; — Your favor 
of the 20th. ultinu) has bc^^n received and the proposi- 
tion which it contains I consider as one of the most 
honorable and Mattering incidents of my life and were 
niv own feidinj^s and inclinations alone concerned I 
should not hesitate one moment in accepting the place 
you offer; but as there are some other considerations 
to be brought into view and duly weighed b(»fore I can 
give a definite answer I wish the subject to be delayed 
a few days." 

Feb. 14th, 1802, he writes to President Jefferson his 
own proposed arrangem(»nt of executing the office of 
Surveyor Oeneral of the Fnited States, and ad<ls **if 
they coincide witli your ideas upon that subj(H*t and 
come witliin the meaning of the law I shall liave no ob- 
jections to the* api)ointnuMU." May lOtli, 1802, Major 
Ellicott writes his regrets to tlu» Pre^sid(Mit that his 
id(»iis of the duties of the Surveyor (icMu^ral, were not 
such as wen* thought consistent with existing laws, 
and adds *Mo your inepiiry n^spcn-ting tin* Almanac I 
can onlv answ(*r I have no coi)v of it. It was the com- 
mencement of a work whicli at tliat tinn* I (»xp(Ht(Ml 
would have been contiinuMl, it i)roduc(Ml the thanks of 
President Washington and th(»r(» end(Ml." Nov. 2, 1802, 
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Dr. Kiisli enr()ura<i;<^» Major Elli(*ott to eontiuue his 
Journal in the followinjj; laiiji:ua};:e: "It cannot fail of 
plarin^ your name with those of Franklin and Kit- 
jenhouse in the future* history of the Philosophers who 
have lived in Pennsylvania in the present eventful His- 
tory of the Fnited States." Dr. Rush further writes of 
the ejudemie character of Yellow fever which Andrew 
Ellicott stron}::ly niaintaine<1: '*l)on't be afraid of of- 
fendinji: our citizens, Kurope and jiosterity will do you 
justice for the time must come when the belief in the 
importation of yellow fever will be vi(»wed with the 
same (^motions that we now view the beli(»f of our an- 
<*esiors in witch-craft and the Divine rij::ht of kinjjjs/' 

Kllit'ott had writttMi PresidcMit Jefferson of an ac- 
<-ount hf* had from France of a show(*r of stones. 1 
<*annot n^frain from j^iviu}:: ^ni amusing quotation 
from a letter from President Jeffi^rson in reply l>ec. 
1S(K{; — "I tin<l nothin<j: surprisinj^ in the rainin^j^ of 
stones in Fnuict* — nor yet had tlH»y bcMMi Mill stones. 
There are in Fran<-e mon* n*al IMnhisojdiei's than in 
any <-nuntrv on Farth but then* are ailso a j^^reater pro- 
port inn of ps(Mido Philosophers (Iumm*. TIh» reason is 
that the exhub(M*ant ima;:ination of a French-man 
•:ivt»s him a ^rtNiicr fatility of writing; and runs away 
with his jud'^UHMit unh*ss Ih» has a «;()od stock (»f it. 
It even rn*atrs fatis for him which nev(»r hapiH'ned 
and he trils thtMu with ^ood faith. Count Kumford 
after disrov^M'in*: that rold is a positive body will 
diMibthss find out that darkm*ss is so too. As many 
as tw«» or thi*tM» times duriii;; my seven years residence 
in Fram«* new disrovrri«*s wn-p nunh* whi<'h overset 
tin* wholf Newtonian riiilosopjiy." lb* asks if Major 
Flli(t»tt ran rtMomnMihl proper mrasurrs for <*xplora- 
tions in i1m» S. W. 

In Mav, ISOT, Albert <i;ilbitiu writes that ''the Presi- 
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dent of the United States being authorized to have 
rertain surveys done lias directed me to apply to you 
requesting that you would have the goodness to sug- 
gest the outlines of such a plan as in your opinion 
unite correctness with practicability." 

Dec. 15th, 1810, a resolution passed the House of 
Kepivsentatives that Government employ Mr. Ellicott 
to ascertain the 35 degrees of North latitude. State of 
Georgia. July 28th, 1813, the Secretary of War en- 
quiriHl of Major Ellicott if the appointment of Prof, of 
Mathematics at West Point would be acceptable. Sep- 
tember 2nd, 1813, the appointment was made. In 1817 
lie proceeded to Montreal by order of Government to 
make astronomical observations and to carrv into ef- 
feet some of the articles of the Treaty of (ilient. Much 
of his life while at West Point, was devoted to the 
study of Astronomy. He died at West Point — Aug. 
28, 1820 — in the ft7th. year of his age. Andrew and 
Sarah Ellicott had ten children. 

In the cemetery at West Point a monum(»nt fitlv 
<*ommemorates the life and death of this noble man, 
whose earlier years were passed in almost unremitting, 
arduous and trying work. One can but feel grateful 
that his later years wen* passed in comparative ease 
in the pursuit of his favorite si*ience; surrounded by 
those to whom he had shown such tendt^r devotion, 
and with the grand(»ur of natun* on ev(»ry hand to 
minister to the love he had so fnMju(Mitly expressed for 
her. His scientitic contributions adorn the i)ublica- 
tions of th(* Koyal Academy of England, the* National 
Institut(*of France; the Philad(*lphia Philosophical So- 
eietv and rhe libraries of our countrv. 

The larg<*st work he h»fr to posterity is the journal 
of Andrew Ellicott compiled during ITIMJ, ISOO — for 
determining the l>onndarv b(»tw(»en rh(» W S. and the 

14 
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lN>ss('ssi<»iis of Ilis Catliolic \!aj(*sty in Amerini, ron- 
(aiiiin<<: orcasional nMiiarks on the situation, soil, riv- 
4M-S, natural prodiirtions, and disc^ases of tlie different 
4ountrl(»s of the* Ohio, ^lis^issippi, and (lulf of Mexico, 
A:r. A s(»(on<l edition was printed in 1S0.*{ for Thomas 
I)ohs<»n, rhihididphia. As <»reat a hMi<>th as this pa- 
per hjis rearhed- inn( h of (»xtr(»nn» int(»rest lias been 
4»niitte»l for the fart< in the* for(»p)in<», 1 am indebted to 
\V(»rk of partial <'ompilati(ni, of the late Ivev. Malrolm 
I)on;:lass, 1>. I)., «irandson of Andrew Kllieott, Mr. 
rharles Kvans of TMitTalo, -and to my honored father, 
the late dos(*pii (\ <i. Kennedy, LL. I)., — also a jjrand- 
son of Amlrew Klliroii. 

Th«* <'«dnmhia Historical Society having done me tlie 
honor to ask me to ]>repare a pa]>(*r upini the Life of 
Major Andre*v Kllicott my «;reat-«::randfather, I felt 
iit onc<« thon<;h with many inis<::ivin^s, that a duty had 
'onn* to WW whi< h, ditticult as the task would be must 
In* performed- ditliiult because so unaccustomed to 
surh work bfrause tinre w(*r(» so manv sources of in- 
formation whirh I rould not r(*arh and have the article 
writtiMi within tin* stipulated month. Hut I was up- 
held in mv dett'rmination bv tin* knowled;::e that au 
rlTiot on my |»art, tin* brst I rould make, however f<»e- 
Idf, would I hoprtl plarr Afidrcw I'lliroit, where he 
bt*|oii"rd in till- llisiurv of onr b lovfd Citv and the 
I'ountry, and that in smli rtVort, I would wnii^i with 
I In* a|iproval nt ni,\ i'niinrcd faihri*. 



Twenty-sixth meeting of the Columbia Historical So- 
ciety, held in the Lecture Hall, Columbian University, 
Washington, D. C, June 8th, 1897, at 8 o'clock p. m. 



KILMINISCENCES OF THE MAYORS OF WASH 

INOTON. 



The Meeting was called to order by the President, 
Hon. JOHN A. KASSOX. 

The PKESn)EXT: There was a resolution adopted 
at the last meeting of the Society, after hearing the 
very valuable paper read to us by Judge Hagner, for 
the appointment of a committee to memorialize Con- 
gress touching the nomenclature of the streets of 
Washington, and the Chair v/as directed to appoint 
that committee. The sub-committee for the selection 
of the members of that committee have announced 
the f(dlowing members of the committee for the pur- 
pose named: 

M(*ssrs. M. I. Weller, Alexander R. Hagner, Marcus 
Bfiker, Lewis J. Davis, M. F. Morris, J. Ormond Wil- 
son, to which committee they have added the President 
of this Society. The committee accordingly is ap- 
pointed as named. 

1 have further to say to the Society that in making 
efforts to get some trace of a liken( ss of the well known 
Major L'Enfant, who was the surveyor and engineer 
laying out the city, and of whom we have had some 
very valuabh* papers prescMited, I wrote to Philadel- 
phia to perhaps the oldest among the known citizens 
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of that city, Mr. Frederick Fraley, a veiy venerable 
man, who was a child at the time the Capitol was 
changed from Philadelphia, the seat of government, to 
Washington, hoping that he might have some memory 
of L'Enfaut, and possibly might know where a por- 
trait of him might be found. He responded in a very 
kindly and intelligent manner, in his old age, that he 
never did see Major L'Enfant, and knew no way by 
which his likeness could be obtained. 

In further prosecuting the in(|uiry, I had heard of 
the Saint Minim collection of portraits, the property 
of the Corcoran Art (lallery, and it was thought by one 
(»f the Trustees, that a portrait of him would be found 
ihere in that very valuable collection, which is very 
large. Mr. Frederick M(*<iuire, one of the truatees, 
writes that he cannot And the portrait in the St. Minim 
collection of L'Enfant, ''but I do And one that may in- 
terest you. It is of Dr. William Thornton, whom Wa«h- 
ington appointed Commissioner for laying out the Fed- 
eral city. He made the design for the Capitol, and re- 
reived a premium for the same". 

So that, not finding what we want, we tind the ex- 
istenee of another very vahialde and historical por- 
trait, roiinerted with the liist<»ry of this city. I thought 
it would interest the sn<i.etv to know that fact. 

One (»tlier <'oiiniiuinr:uioii. Ynu will remember your 
disappoiutineiit on tin* eveiiiu*;: of IhMMiration Day on 
fiiidiiiu the Iliill riosed. The very worthy and distin- 
^nislicil I*rt»sijlrni of iIm* riiiyersity has s<*en fit to 
wriir iiM' a l(Mt(*r in \vlii<'b lie mpiested me to make 
i\nosyn to tiM' iiiitlitMirt* Ms profoniid re;::n't at the mis- 
tal\<* of (»iie of \\\\* snlHii-(linni(*s in <*liai'<::e of the halls, 
and his foi'«:eifn linos in ;t*sp<M't to tlu* opcMiing and 
liglitin;: of tin* hall at iIm* close of rliat holiday. I>eem* 
ing it a holiilay, lir bad <Milirrl\' ftrr^ittcn this siKH*ial 
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appointment, and the building was closed. Dr. Whit- 
man, of course, is without fault, and I thank him for 
the interest he has shown, and, at his request, an- 
nounce his regrets and apology to the meeting. 

This evening we have one of the most interesting top- 
ics connected with the history of Washington, and 
without any preliminarj- further than to say that one 
of the most eminent and distinguished of citizens of 
Washington, and one of it« mayors, has consented to 
address you this evening, together with two or three 
papers which will be presented on that subject of 
great interest, I think, to the audience. I have the 
pleasure now of introducing our worthy and distin- 
guished fellow citizen, Ex-Mayor James O. Berret, who 
will speak to you of the remeniscences of the Mayor- 
alty. 



ADDHKSS <»f Kx Mavoi- JAMES (}. BKHKET. 

yiv, I'lM'sidiMit, I tlijink you vi'vy much for your aj;r(H?- 
ablc and pleasant introduction, and to you, ladios and 
ccenticnuMi, for your j::(»ncrous j::n'(»tin}j:, I ti»ndi»r the 
homage of a «»rat(»ful heart. 

I sliali prcfar(» the f«»\v remarks that I jiropose to 
make on tiiis occasion, bv reminding!: vou — this is bis- 
torical evid(Mice, and of course jierfectly reliabh* — that: 

"The I)istri«-t of Columbia was nann*d in honor of 
rhrisfojdjer Tojumbus, and also witii ref(»rence to the 
poetical use of tl!(* term 'ridumbia,* a des]<i:nation of 
the I'nited Stales, it formerly constitutcMl the Counts 
of Washinjrton, this term, ho>v(»ver, beinji: popularly 
confined to the portion outsith* of Washington ami 
(ieor«reto\vn, comprising; the much iarj^er portion of 
the District. 

After the adojMion of the Artich»s of Confederation* 
by the I'nited Stales, the <|uestion of lixiiiji: ilie seat of 
;iovern:neni orrasinned much s«Miional rivalry. Dur- 
ing; the priioil biMwe ii ihr K*rvol ut ioiiary Wair anil the 
adopiioii nf ijii' |)n*s«'iit t 'misiiiution, Conp:ress met at 
PriiH-etoii, Annapolis, 'rn'inmi ;\\u\ New York. After 
the a.h'ption of iIm- t '.Misiii uiinii, Mar<h I, 17S!>, warm 
di<cns>iu!i< tnuk plari* in t'oiit^ress in re^^ard Xn the 
loriitinn of il'f r;i|»ii;il. i)]\ dum- l!s, ITlMi, au Act was 
pasxMl riiiii.iiniii^ tiif rnjlowin;:: 

'Thai a di>triji nf i<-!riinr\, nn iln» ri\fr I*otomac. at 
some plan- l»i'i w iM'ii I In* niniiil'v ti\' i|i». |\;isirrn Hranch 
and IJ!** t '«»nihMlif.i«jMi-, In*. ;iii<l iIm* s;i:im* is In-reby ac- 
cepted as, tl'«* ^e;ii lif i;»i\ «iii!iM'iii uf tJM* I'niied States/ 

The sanir Ari .lUn pru\idfil ihal t 'oii;;:-»*ss should 
meet at IMiiladi'lpliia nnril the first .M«mday in Noveni' 
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ber, 1800, when the government should remove to the 
ilistrict selected on the Potomac. 

The area fixed upon was 10 miles square, or 100 
s(iuare miles. This embraced 64 miles of Maryland 
soil, constituting the County of Washington, which 
was ceded by that state to the United States in 1788, 
and 36 square miles of Virginia soil, constituting the 
County of Alexandria, ceded in 1789. The portion on 
the Virginia side of the Potomac was retroceded to 
that state in 1846. 

Mr. President, my acquaintance with Washington 
began fifty-eight years ago Friday next. Upon reach- 
ing the capital I found it what might be termed a 
straggling village. There was but one public mode of 
transportation north of the Potomac, leading into 
Washington. That was the Washington Branch of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. 

I remember well the impression that it made upon 
me. The train of cars consisted of one passenger car^ 
a portion of which was devoted to the storage of bag- 
gage, and the engine. We approached the depot, which 
was formed of a dwelling house which had been utilized 
for that purpose by removing the inteiior up to the sec- 
ond story. The engine brought us within a short dis-« 
tance of this old house, and we were pushed in by the 
engine switching down and driving it at the other end. 
This depot was located on the north side of Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, about 150 feet from what was then 
called the Tiber. It will be remembered, and I have no 
doubt you will be told to-night by several gentlemen 
who are to address you, tliat the condition of Washing- 
ton, as compared with what we now realize, was some- 
thing marvelous. There was not a paved street in the 
city. The sidewalks were very imperfect. The cross- 
ings from one Hide of the street to the other were formed 
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by tla}xston(*s of about a foot in diinonsion, so that the 
iitiziMis desiring:: to jjass from one side of the street to 
I he other had to find the corner of the street before 
rh(\v had reached this passa^(*-way. There was no gas- 
lij^ht and no water (»xcept what was taken from the 
|>nmi)s and they were distributed all over the city with 
lefiMvnce to the accommodation of the population. It 
fre<iuently happen(*d that a pump would ^et out of 
ordt r and that always creatiMl trouble in the neigh- 
borhood, not only with tli(» families, but with the ser- 
vants, who had to travel off a scpiare or two to tind a 
pumj) and jj:et watiM* for culinary purposes and other 
domestic wants. 

i recollect that ujion the arrival of President Harri- 
Non hert» after his election in 1S4(), a very large crowd 
was attracttMl to this depot — large f(»r Washington in 
that day, some promi)ted by a desire to pay their re- 
s|M*cts to the incoming Presi(h*nt, and others undoubt 

eillv attracted bv curiositv. It was an extremelv in- 

• • • • 

clement day; so much so that it would be difticult to 
imagine that peoph* could be attracted from their 
homes for any sucli reason, without faciliti(»s such a8 
we have now for passing from (»ne portion of the city to 
the other. Tlicre wtM'e no rarria;^es nor omnibuses nor 
4-onvt»vanres of am sort: >o iliai \vln)ever went to see 
the Presitlent elect, iraviled on foot, with the use of an 
umbrella, and a great numbt r of tliem cotton umbrel- 
las at that. 

The rresiileiit him>elf, ail old snldier, derlined the 
conveyaiiri- troin liie dcjMii In I lie |Hiiiii at whicli he 
w.is to hold a r««epiiMii. loit Ip^I'^iimI iijion walking; 
and the |M npl»- pr. vfin h^M il:«ii- nml»r«-llas in such 
a manner I hat iIh-x \\«mll atT«»r«I « .i:ni» i.iii pritteetion, 
at h*ast frnin aln»\»-. .in lii> transit f!«>:ii ili»- depot tti 
the «itv Hall. N\ lifii- III- \N<iii arm in arm with (ten. 
Seaton, wlio NubNtMiinni In iM-ranie Ma\nr. 
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It will be borne in mind that the revenues of Wash- 
ington at that day were very limited. The making of 
improvements such as were rendered necessary for the 
comfort and convenience of the people was a thing ut- 
terly out of the question; so that the most that could 
be done was to provide a passage-way, if I may so use 
(he term. The streets were all mud; the gutters were 
formed of cobble-stones rendered necessary to carry 
off the drainage, which at that time was entirely upon 
the surface. The lighting, of course, was with oil 
lamps, sparsely distributed, and on dark nights the 
population had to grope their way about the town as 
best they could. This state of things continued up to 
the advent of Mr. Seaton, as Mayor, in 1840; but still 
he was without means, with all the liberality that 
characterized his generous nature, to do anything that 
wimld advance and produce a greater amount of com- 
fort than the people then enjoyed. 

But with all these difficulties, Washington pos 
sessed many advantages for the social enjoyment and 
comfort of her population. Congress met at the usual 
period and came here to stay. The members located 
themselves for the Session. Thej' identified them 
selves with the people of the city, and exchanged a 
generous hospitality; so that from a social point of 
view, certainly, that period marked an agreeable era in 
the history of Washington life. 

Advancing along a little further, we find the city 
somewhat disturbed bv a disorderlv element, intro- 
duced from a neighboring city. I come now to the yi^ar 
i85(;. 1 omit the peridd bet\ve<Mi 1840 and 185(1, for 
the reason that th(»re an* gcMitlemtMi hert» to night who 
will spc^ak of tliose i)erio(N more intellig(»ntly and more 
knowingly than it is in my power to do. 

The election of Dr. Magruder took place in 185(5. lie 
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was a iiiau of considerable learninji: and of high per- 
sonal eharaeter. Indee<l, I uu«rht say, in common par- 
lance, that lie was a verv able man. lie stood verv 
hijrli in his profession — pre-eminently so; bnt as a 
iinancier, 1 am sure In* never claimed to be anything 
more tlian a tvro. llis administration was character- 
ized by one very striking event, which never had taken 
jdace before at the Capital of the Nation. A disor- 
derlv band of what miuht be called tht* verv worst 
rlass of ruffians presented ihemselvc'S here in the broad 
light of day and undertrok to poss(*ss themselves of the 
tov.n. Thev marclicMl fearlesslv through the streets. 
Thev knew what thev were going to do, and intimi- 
tlated both men and women. Dr. Magruder, exercis- 
ing the authority devcdved upon him, and the- duty 
which he felt imposed upon him, called upon the execu- 
tive for assistance in suppressing these riotous intru- 
ders. It will be remembered that at that time there was 
no organized police force in the city, so that the Mayor 
was powerless to suppress this organizattcin, and it be- 
«ame necessary to call for aid, which was promptly 
rendered to him by an order from the President upon 
the officer in command of the Marine corps, and a com- 
pany was i)laced at the disposal of the Mayor for the 
maintenance of the public i»eace. Fortunately that 
conimand devolved upon a very disrreet and able officer 
who, without any great saeritin*, succ(*ede<l in suppress- 
ing this mob, and they were driven from tlie city; but 
it left behind verv manv disagreeabh* feelinirs amongst 
several classics of tht* p(M)pl(% wImi sympathized with or 
against the conduct of these* |)eople. 

There were two organizations here of volunteer fire- 
men. They W(»r(» politically hostile to each other, and 
upon many an occasion, wluMievtM* tin* opportunity af- 
fc)rded, and they came togetlier by a falsi^ alarm of 
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fire or otherwise, disorder generally obtained; but with 
a veiT small guard, what was called the auxiliary 
guard, organized by authority of congress, these small 
difficulties were easily taken care of. 

I now reach a period in Washington's history in 
which it devolved upon me to tak(» part in the conduct 
of our municipal affairs. At the election which was 
to take place on the 1st Monday of June, 1858, there 
was very great excitement, caused by the candidacy 
which preceded th(» election. The two i)arties were 
arraye<l against each other with all the zeal and energy 
and enteri)rise which might be expected from parties 
ambitious for success. It was generally su[>posed and 
api)rehended by many that the election would be at- 
t(Mided with some disagreeable conduct on the part of 
these people, who were likely to api)ear again in Wash- 
ington and interfere with the pea(*eful and orderly elec- 
tion, but in order to avoid such an occurivnce Col. 
William Selden, then United States Marshal for the 
District of Columbia, thought it necessary for the pre- 
servation of the government property and the mainte- 
nance of the public peace, to exercise his authority, 
and he did so by the organization of a mounted guard 
of dei)utv United States mai*shals. Th<*v wcmh* sta- 
tioned at the Citv Hall and at stated hours of the dav, 
bv his order, I think, thev would canvass the citv 
mounted. It was a wise pn^caution as the result 
proved. The election jmssi^l off very qui(»tly, and he 
who now address<*s vou had the honor of biding eh^cted 
over his very poi)ular opi)on(Mit, Mr. Kichard Wallack. 
(Ai>plause.) I must be frank to say that I n(*v(»r en- 
TchmI upon a duty befori* or since* feeding more the 
great responsibility that d(»volved upon m(». I knew 
th(» (»h»m(*nts that i>r(*vaih»d at that time in th(» city 
thoroughly. I had familiariz(»d myself with them be- 
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fore, and (lurinji: the canvass which resulted in that 
election; ^o that on the day of my installation, and 
within an hour tliereafter, I invited a meeting of the 
Councils to assemble the following; Monday. They did 
so, and I communicated a messaj^e to them, reconi- 
men<lin^ tlie immediate organization of a police force 
of one liundred men, in or(h»r that I mij::ht have, with- 
out calling ujion the* military authorities, power neces- 
sarv to maintain the ix^acc* and order of the ("itv. If 
then* an* any gentlemen pivsent here to-night familiar 
with those davs, th(*v cannot fail to know the serious 
appndiiMision that was felt by all i)ersons who under- 
took to traviM'se the City, outside of the main thorough- 
farces, at lat(* hours of the night. The Councils prompt- 
\\ resiionded to that r(»commendation. I appointed 
oui* hundrcMl ]>olicemen, and selectiMl as their coni- 
u?ander, an able and discreet man who, I think, po8- 
sessiMl higher <|ualiti(»s for that kind of service than 
any man I (*ver have known or seen befon^ or since, 
Ca])tain J(din II. Coddard, with two lieutenants, 
♦Mjually ndiabic, but of ctiursc not so (*tlicient. It was 
a very few days before it beranu* appanMit that the 
|H*ac(* and order of the City liad Ihmmi thoroughly estab- 
lished, wliirh I atiribnte to the etIicitMicv and zeal of 
Captain tioddard, to whom all honor and praise should 
be given. 

The disturbing element at that time was assisted, as 
I hav«* before slated, by ihest* t svo engine companies. 
I found, upon examination of the authority given to 
the mayor ov< r th«' vidnntm* r«»iii)):inies, that I had 
power ti> disband a tire roiii|»any. I promptly (»xer- 
cised that power. 1 <li>banded both of them. Of 
course they resisted and ialk«'d a;^aiiist it, and thought 
it was very harsh treatment and all that sort of thing; 
but still, I thought it was to their interest as widl as 
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to the interest of the commuBity, that they should be 
put out of harm's way. The Northern Liberty Com- 
pany occupied a house which was used regularly for 
(hat purpase, nearly where the old Northern Liberty 
Market stood. Immediately upon their disbandment, 
I had the building turned over to the Trustees of the 
Public Schools, and it was made into a public school 
building. It is now used on an enlarged scale, and is 
known as the Abbot School. I think that movement, 
although I say it myself, had a salutary influence in 
bringing about the condition of things which followed. 

During my term of four years, — I was subsequently 
re-elected — the revenues of the City were very small. 
They never reached, I tlnnk $300,000, and we had a 
debt of about $2,000,000 or more, upon which the inter- 
est had to be paid; so that you can readily perceive 
that there was but little margin for the development 
of a great city, formed upon the plan of Washington. 
Kut still, we did the best we could; and it is due to 
Congress to sav that when thev found this measure we 
had adopted of organizing a police force was an ef- 
ficient one, they promptly consented to the payment of 
one-half of the expenses consecjuent upon the organi 
v.ation. 

With h»ss than $'^00,000 revenue, of course nothing 
could b(* don(» of very much account. W(» managed to 
keep out of (lt»bt. We managiMl to sustain the public 
schools which at that time aflfordtMl a limited educa 
tion to some five thousand children, but not of a very 
high standard. Th<* ti^achers w(»r(* all higlily repu- 
table people, and conscMjuently became i)r()minent as 
(»ducators in the public schools. 

Congress was vc^rv little disposed, as (^vcM'vhody in 
Washington knows,to do anything looking to any great 
dev(d()i)ment of Washington City; and that feeling arosr 
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simply from tlie fact that tliciv was no permanency 
attached to tin* ('ai)ital in its x\w\\ location. The ex- 
citing; (pu'stions ^^i-owin;^ ont of the* agitation of slav- 
ery at cverv pi-(»si<hMitial (Section threatened some dis 
aster to Wasliin^lon, and atTecied very seriously the 
\ahu\s of real estate |)ro|)(Mty in tlie to\yn. That con- 
finuetl until ISoO, wIkmi, thronj^h th(» patriotic efforts 
of such men as \\ C^hster and (May and Crittendon ami 
Hunter and Mason and W illiam II. S(^\yard, and a host 
of other prominent iuen, measuring; n|> to the standard 
of those whom I hay(» nuMitioncMl, tln^re was passed 
what was called the ( 'om|)roi]iis(* Hill of 1850. That 
xenuMl to hrinj^ rejjosi* to tht* c<»nniry; so that in the 
l>r(*>i(lential (dection of isr)2, the* excitcMuent whiidi 
had orcuired in tin* i)r(*yii)ns om»s had entirely sub- 
sided, and th.e (deeti<.n of (icMieral IMerce, oyer his dis- 
tin«;uished comptMitor, (JiMieral Scott, by a yote wliieh 
wiped out eyery i(h*a of sectional findinic, seemed to 
uiyi* courage to the* jieoph* of \Vashin«»ton that their 
future w culd be assured. 

Well, we all kuovy imw loum that la^tiMl. Durinj^ 
tiie alminist r:iiinn i^'i the sucrrssor of (mmkm'jiI Pierce, 
Mr. Iiurl.MuaM, (d* c.nii-se this <|nesii<»n aros(* a^ain in 
arioilnr fnrni. The siiiio* einbitiered feelinj:: vyhich 
had e\isi«Ml prior lu iliai tinir, a^ain sprun*; up all 
oyer tl'<' laud, and lin;illy, after the election of Mr. 
lam<dn, it rulminatnl iu \\\\a\ we knn\y ;iud haye real- 
ized tu be ou«' nf the :nn>i Insi rM'eu. I i ii^Li disasters that 
ey«'r had lu'lMlh'u a i:r«';ii prnple, i;iui:lit to believe 
that this Naiinu, haxinu the prnud bn.ist of bidnj; a 
ixoNerninent resiini: tjiirrfiy ufHiu ihr will K^{ \\w peo- 
ple, wniild ne\«-r 1m- draw n inin a rnnie^i sueh as ex- 
ist e^l in this rnuniiy lin!ii |m;| tn ls(;.%. 

Hut I pass fh.it n\rr. Afti r il^-sr ii^Mibles had sub- 
sided, \\'ashin;^tnu was ^till in lln' sann* mudition 
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wiiicli existed when President Lincoln took possession 
of his oftiee. lie \v«as undoubtedly verv friendly to 
Washinj^ton, and yery ambitious that somethin*^ 
should be dont? to adyance its interests, and would 
very gladly haye done so, but for the more en}»rossing 
subjects which necessarily occupied his attention, dur- 
in<; the continuance of the War of the Kebellion. 

Hut \Va>'hin<»;ton still had a future; and when the 
Congress of the Tnited States changed the local form 
of goyernment by the appointment of a (loyernor and 
the (dection of a Delegate to Congress, the appoint 
ment of a Legislatiye Council, the election of the 
House of Delegates and the appointment of the lioard 
of Public Works, the people seemed to take courage. 
At the head of the Board of Public Works was Cioyer- 
nor Shepherd, a man of great energy, liberal yiews and 
full of enterprise. He formulated a plan of improye- 
ment upon a scale so large as to startle the whole com 
munity. A great many of us thought that we were to 
be sold out, to use a cant phrase of that day — taxed 
out of the last foot of ground that we owned. He 
« ontinued in the office of Vice-President of the Board 
of Public Works until the resignation of Cioyernor 
Cook, when he became Ooyernor, and in that capacity 
seryed for one* year, prosecuting with gr(»ater yigor his 
I)lan of improy(»ments; but such was the hostility 
aroused against him, that Congrc^ss, without consult- 
ing the p(»ople of the town, repealed the law under 
which he held his office an<l jiroyided for the api>oint- 
ment of a Board of Commission<*rs composed of gen 
tlemen who had no local intcM'est in the* City of Wash- 
ington, (iencral (Jrant, how(*y<»r, felt that und(»r the 
authority of tin* law, he* liad a right to appoint Shep- 
herd on that Board, lie* accordingly sent his name 
to the Senate, but notwithstanding th(» prestige of 
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Grant's great name and high office, the Senate rejected 
Hkeplierd by three votes. 

Hhepherd remained here several years, seeking, I 
Knppose, to recover his lost fortunes, and finally re- 
solved on self-exile in a neighboring Itepublie. Prior 
to his departure, in 1879 I think it was — I am not 
<-ertain as to dates, for I am relying entirely upon my 
memory now for what I give you as facts — ^a public 
dinner was given by many of the prominent and un- 
official men in Washington, at which Chief Justice 
Miller presideil; and in the course of his remarks he 
exiiressed the gn^atest sympathy for Shepherd, and the 
b^'lief that the time would <*ome when his treatment 
would be atoned for by the very people who con- 
demned him. 

Well, sure enough, Shei)hcrd went to Mexico to de- 
velop an abandoned mine, and applied the great ener- 
gies of his character to the work, under new anspiees, 
new machinery, and all the appliances which had been 
discovered up to that time. lie returned here after 
five or six years, and, be it said to the honor of the 
people who condemned him, and many who did not 
approve* of his coiidurt in tho lavish expenditure of the 
public money, on liis rrturn In* nM'cived an ovation, 
KUcli as I do not lM»n<»V(* has i»v<»r lH»en extended to any 
public man in or out of oflin* within my knowledge, 
lie was t<MidenM|, for \\w first tiim*, by \\w authorities 
of the rity, tin* fnMHloiii of tlM» (Mty, un(h*r the broad 
seal of the (Mty. It was a ]>r(»iid (hiy for him, undoubt- 

eillv, and was ereditable to tln^se who believiMl that 

through his eflftirts, in w hirp* de;rr««» we are now en- 
joying the advantages »»f oiir of tin* most beantifiil cit- 
ies upon the fare of tht^ eartli, furnishing all the luxu- 
ries, and a generous syst«Mn of einbellisliinent and deco- 
ration- -a line system of s<*werage, abundant supply of 
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water, beautiful paved streets, admirable side- walks, 
and a vast amount of parking, all of which is enjoyed 
by those who own property, without the payment of 
taxes. 

But it seems to me, for reasons which must be ob- 
vious to everyone within the sound of my voice, that 
although the future of Washington is unquestionably 
a^«sured by reason of the generous and patriotic spirit 
which pervades the land in favor of its development 
and beautification, we have not yet reached the point 
where further and needful improvements are unneces- 
sarv. 

It has occurred to me, and I will make bold to state 
it, that, in the first place, we should get rid of a fester- 
ing sore, which is a constant menace to the health 
of the entire city. I mean the eastern branch flats. I 
think further that all the bridges contemplated to 
bring Marvland more closelv to Washington over the 
Eastern Branch should be speedilj' constructed. And 
that our National Park, for which Nature has done so 
much, should be at once put in a condition for the use 
of the people not only of this City but those who visit 
Washington. Also the Riverside Park, just brought 
into existence by the same process which 1 hojx^ in the 
near future will be utilized in the Eastern Branch, to 
produce what may then be called the Eastern Branch 
Park. 

Another needed improvement in Washington is a 

building adequate for all municipal purjjoses, and for 
the businesi^ of this District. Public buildings of every 
kind might at once bc^ put under way. The Long 
Bridge, which is certainly not an attractive object to 
the eye, or creditable to the architecture of the i)res(*nt 
age, ought to b(» reconstruct(»(l uj)on the plan recom- 
mended by (ieneral Jackson, wIhmi l^resident of the 
Tnitf^d States. 

15 



218 Records of the Colii7nbia Historical Society. 

And last, tli()U}j:li not least, I would like to live to see 
rhe contc^niplated nuMuorial bridj^e to connect Wash- 
inj»lon with Arlington. 

1 think with these* iniprovenients, and many others 
that nii«;ht b(» named, Washington would rise to the 
4li<;nity of a cajjital worthy of a jireat Nation of frtn*- 
men, whose* institutions are worthy of such a capital, 
and who a;*(» entith^d to it as a better means of illus- 
iratinjx the <^eiiius of a fret* government restinjj upoD 
th(» will of th(» peoj^le. 

I.adi(*s and <::(Mitlcmen, I thank von for vour atteii- 
(ion. 

Th.e rKKSIDKNT: Ladies and j^entlemen, we have 
had };:reat pleasure* in list(*nin«>: to one of the only two 
surviving:: (*x mayors of Washington. We tiavc- tne 
pleasure* also e)f having:: pre*sent with us the other 8ur- 
vivin«r e*x-mayor e>f Washinj^ton, Matthew (}. Emery, 
whom I know it will j::ive* yeiu j::reat pleasure to see, al- 
though he pe'rsists he* is ne)t te> be* hearel to-night. I 
wish he* we*re* to be* he*arel. 

The* ne».\f in the* orele*r of busine*ss fe)r the eveningis 
an aeldrcss on IN*ti'r Fone*, e)ne* e)f the* Mayors of Wash- 
in^inn, and his lift*-lnn;^ se*rviee*, I may say, to the 
<ounirv, whirli will b<» ^ivtMi to vou bv our eminent 
fedh»w eiiiztMis, Mr. A. I{. SpotTord, the* Cniteel States 
Librarian. *.^^ *• 
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bo(li(\«s, and in 1836 he was elected mayor of Washing 
ton, and served bv re-election four vears — until 1840. 
Hesides thus filling with signal ability and dignity the 
highest civil offices in the gift of his fellow-citizens, Lp 
was also honored with the highest military office, hav- 
ing been made successively captain, lieutenant-colonel, 
<-olonel, and major-general in the militia of the Dls- 
irict of Columbia. He was also for some years presi 
(\\}\\\ of the National Institute for the promotion of 
science. 

Hut the great distinctive service rendered by Peter 
Force to his countrymen was far above the province of 
the highest official station or militarv rank. Verv 
( arly in life he evinced a zealous interest in historical 
investigations, and four years after coming to Wash- 
ington he originated and published an annual devoted 
to recor<ling the facts of history, with statistical and 
official information of a varied character. This "Na 
tional Calendar and Annals of the United States," as 
he caUed it, antedated by ten years the publication ot 
I he ohl American Almana<*, and was continuously pub 
lished here from 1820 to 18.St;, except the years 1825, 
1S2(>, and 1827, when none were printed. In 
1823 Force established a semi-weekly newspaper, 
the National Joarnal, which became a daily in 1824, 
and was continued until 1831. This journal was in- 
dependent in politics, with modc^rate and conservative 
views upon public (]uestions, and it drew to its columns 
some noted contributors, among them John (^uincy 
Adams. 

The high-minded conduct of this paper in doing jus- 
tice to the oj)j)onents of the administration once hMl to 
a committee of tlie ruling party (which it tlicn sup- 
ported) waiting upon Colonc*! I'orcc^ and asking liim 
to permit them to edit or n^vise the* politital columns 
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Willi a view to more thoroup:!! partisan eflfect. They 
litth* knew tlie indepc n(l(*nt charaeter of the man with 
whom th(»v had to (hnil. (\donel Force drew himself 
up to his full heijuht (lu» was six feet tall) and with 
that dij^nity of bcNuiii;;: which sat so naturally upon 
him, with his cl(»ar ;::ray eyi^s fixed upon his visitors, 
he said: '*! did not suppose that any »j:entleman would 
make such a proposition to me." 

Anion*; Mr. Force's luiblications of «::reatest value to 
the stud(Mits of history wen* th(^ series, in four octavo 
Vidumes, of Fone's ** Historical Tracts." These were 
reprinis of tin* ran^st early painphlets ci)ncerninij: 
Amerit a, lon«: out of print, and sonn* of which he could 
not procure* or else* ctuild not afford to own, but bor- 
rowed them from librarit»s for tin* purpose of reproduc- 
ing; them. ''\Vlien(»v(»r," said lit*, ''I found a little more 
momy in my purse than 1 absolutcdy necMlcMl, I printed 
a volume of Trarts." Manv of the nirissimi of earlv 
Ameriian liistory or exph»ration owe to IVter Force 
their soh» rhance of pn^servation. 

Till* sc*rii's of American Archives, the j^reat monu- 
mental Work of his life, was publishcMl at intervals 
from ls:{7 In lsr>:>. Ii embraces the period of history 
from 1771 in I December, 177«i, in nine statelv folio vol- 
unies, print* d in doubli* (njuiiin and most thoroughly 
index* «|. 'ri'e>f ;ir( ifivts rnnsiitiiff a (hesaurus of or- 
i;;inal infonn.'it inn .ibnut (he tun nmst mniiK^itous 
\«*ars nf tin- K*i-\ ohii i«>nai\ sfiniiuN-, ;ind esinM-iallv 
«onc»-rnini: flu- 1 >«'cl;ir;iiinn **( 1 ndep<'n<h'nce, of ines- 
tini;ibl«- \iilue. Tn ihjv WMik, ibr boM mncrption of 
his n\\ n niiiel. t«» cniniijn nMiIiinu l**^^ ihan fhe orisri- 
nal fnnntain^ tif AnM-iican hi-^iMpN, r«'in-.Mlih«*d in svs- 
te;n;iric ehrmhd.i^iriil ni»l« r. l-r di-ili.-in rd Mn loni; and 
useful lif«'. I'or if !'»• ;i^>«inbb «1. wiib ivifii, tli>;crimi- 
natin;; jud;:in«-nf ;ind unwiinitMJ inil. ili^n M]-,.;it ^.,,]. 
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lection of historical material which now forms an in- 
valuable part of the Congressional Library. 

Nor was the literary and historical zeal of the sub- 
ject of our sketch by any means confined to the early 
history of America. He dignified and adorned his pro- 
fession of printer, as did Benjamin Franklin before 
him, by original authorship in many fields. He was 
profoundly interested in the annals of the art of print- 
ing and the controversies over its ti'ue inventor. He 
gathered by assiduous search a small librarj' of incu- 
mihuhiy or books printed in the infancy of the art, re- 
presenting every year from 14G7 (his earliest black- 
letter imprint) up to 1500 and later. He studied the 
subject of Arctic explorations, collecting all books 
[^iblished in that field, and himself writing upon it. 
He was the first to discover and publish in the col- 
umns of the National Intelligencer the true history of 
the Mecklenburg "Declaration of Independence'' of 
May, 1775, proving by contemporaneous newspapers 
he had acquired that the true resolutions were of date 
May 31, and that the so-called declaration of May 20, 
was spurious. 



MR FORCE AS A COLLErrOR OF BOOKS 

No man living can fullv tell the storv of that de- 
voted, patient, assiduous life-labor spent in one fixed 
►pot, surrounded by the continually growing acces- 
sions of books, pamphlets, periodicals, numuscripts^ 
maps, and engravings which contributed to throw 
light upon some period of his vast in(]uiry. To say 
that his librarv alone filled seven commodious rooms 
to overflowing; that it embraced lK*sides \\w largest 
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assemblage of books ever then accumulated by a pri- 
vate citizen in this country, thirty thousand pamph- 
lets and eight hundred volumes of newspapers; that it 
was rich in Revolutionary autographs, maps, por- 
traits, and engravings, and that it embraced between 
forty and fifty thousand titles — all this is .to convey 
but a mechanical idea of the life-long and unintermit- 
led labor which Mr. Force expende<l upon his favorite, 
subject. lie began to collect American books long be- 
fore tlie birth of the extensive and mostly undiscem 
lug mania of book-collecting which has of late yeaw 
become the rage, and he continued the unceasing pur- 
suit until the verv week before he was laid in his cof- 
tin. He carried off prizes at auctions which no com- 
petitor had the knowleds»e or the nerve to dispute with 
him. He ransacked the bt)ok-shops of the United 
Stiifes from Boston to Charleston for rare volumes. 

He had asrents to pick up ^^unconsidered trifles" out 
of the garret < of New England housewives, and he read 
t*agerly 21II the ninlrifarioiis <*ataIt)^ues which swarmed 
in upon Iiiin of books on sale in London and on the 
«*ontinenr. On one orrasion he wns 31 bidder against 
(he TniftMl Slates for a lar::<* and valuable library* of 
bound iKiniphh'ts, t!ie prop(»rty of an 4*arly collector, 
wliieh W4M'e brouuht to the hannn< r in IMiiladelphia. 
The Library of C'ongiess ha<l sent on a bid (a limited 
one) for lh«* coveted voluinrs; bnt Mr. I'orec^'s order 
<intrusted to his atrent attiMidini^ the* sah») was peremp- 
tory and unlimited, '*Hny nie those pamphlets in an 
unbroken lot." Tln^v were bon;;ht. He knew well 
(*nongh how to nnike a bar«:«iin, and his purchases 
wen* often made at priit*s whirli would now s<»iMn fabu- 
lously eheap: yet he never bo;j^h d at a hijzh jirice 
when (»nei* he was satisfied that he had an opportunity 
lo proeure a rare or uni<|ue v«dume, which might never 
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again bo offered to competition. Thus, he used to tell 
bow he had once tried to buy two thin foolscap vol- 
umes containing Major General Gret»ne's original man- 
uscript letters and dispatches during the Southern Rev- 
olutionary campaign of 1781 -'82. The price demanded 
was two hundred dollars. Mr Force offered one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, which was refused. lie then 
c^flTered fiftj' dollars for the privilege of taking a copy. 
This was also declined. Se<Mng that he could not 
otherwise possess himself of them, he wisely paid the 
two hundred dollars, and marched off with the prec4ous 
volumes under his arm. 

Out of his multitude of pamphlets he had many 
which could not have cost him sixpence each, but there 
were* others for which he had readily paid from two to 
twenty dollars apiece, rather than go without them. 
He carried off from an anti(|uarian bookseller in Bos- 
ton the only file of Boston Bevolutionary newspapers 
which had been offered for sale in a (]uarter of a cen- 
tury, and when good-naturedly reproached by sonu* 
Yankee visitors for thus stripping New England, he 
conclusively replied: **Why didn't you buy them your 
selves, then?'' To the last he was untiring in his ef 
forts to secure complete and unbroken files of all th«* 
Washington newsj)apprs. These were carefully laid 
in piles day by day, after such perusal as he chose to 
give them, and the mass of journals thus accumulated 
for thirty years or upward filled the large basement 
of his house nearly full. His file of the printcnl **Army 
orders" issued by the War nei)artment was a miracle 
of completeness, and it was secured only by the same 
untiring vigilance which he* applied to all matters con 
nected with the* increase of his librarv. With the 
weight of s<*venty-five wint(»rs on his shoulders, he 
would drag hims(df up to the War l)ei)artnuMit regu 
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larly to claim from some olticor wlio knew him and 
his passion the eurrcMit additions to the printed series 
of Army orders promnl^iated in all branches of the 
s(^rvic(» during' the civil war. He thns secnred for his 
prival(* colhMtion, now become the historic heirloom 
of the American imm)J)1c, articl(\s which librarians and 
()ther fnctionari(»s, trusting* to oflicial channels of com- 
munication alone, seidc in vain to s(M*ure. 

But Mr. r\)rce was no mere collector of books. He 
was a man who knew how to use them. Every volume 
v/hich h(^ achled to his richlv hidcMi shelves was added 
with a i)urpose. Every j)amphh't, hand-bill, or news 
paper was haihnl as it contributed to throw some lip^ht 
upon the history or i)olitics of the past or to illustrate 
some character in the lon^ picture-<i:allery of departed 
American worthies. The greater portion of the vol- 
umes in his library, especially the Kevolutionary 
newspapers and pamphlets, were filled with marks and 
memoranda indicating; his careful study and repeated 
examination. References to othc^r and collateral au- 
thorities, notes showin*:: where further information 
had been i)ublished or was to be found, references to 
catah)<»ues of early print(»d works, when* any volumes 
of ancient typo^^raphy had Ixhmi (h\scrib(Ml — all these 
and similar educidations were* scattere^l throujrh the 
well-thnmbed and dustv vidumes. 

It was not alone with r(*f(M*ence to K(»volutionarv his- 
torv tliat Mr Forc(*V zeal as a historical studcMit was 
enliste<l. Ih^ had a passion for the art (»f printing — 
his own early chosen ])rof(*ssion — and had collected .'i 
lar^cM- libraiy of books pi-intcd in the* infancy of th#* 
art tlian anv ])ublic librarv in tin* Tnited States could 
then boast of. 

Ih* became wid'dy known as a collcctoi', and books, 
pam])hlets, and jx/i-iodicals, with fi*(M|uent offers of 
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iiiaiiuseripts, came pouring in upon him. lie culled 
from all what he wanted, and by the steady accretion 
r»f years the long, rambling mansion on the corner of 
Tenth and D streets became filled to overflowing with 
this great library of facts and documents. Thi^re 
dwelt the sage among his books from an early hour in 
the morning until late at night. 



THE IlISTOKICAL STUDENT AT HIS WORK. 

Let us endeavor to picture our departed friend, who 
lived to be the worthy mentor of more than a genera- 
tion of historical students. As a printer he was de- 
voted to his art, and many volumes or pamphlets re- 
iimin to us bearing the imprint of Peter Force, or of 
Davis & Force, the former his accomplished partner in 
rhe noble art preservative of all other arts. After he 
reased to print, and grew to be a devotee to the single 
aim of historical inquiry, he became more of a re- 
cluse than in earlier years. He saw no company save 
a few chosen friends, and alike to curiosity-hunters 
and to autograph fiends he turned a justly deaf ear. 
It was my good fortune in those closing years to see 
him daily, and in his company to go through all the 
more precious stores of his vast collection. At eight 
o'clock each morning I found him always immersed in 
work, collating or writing amid heaps of historical 
lore — 

K(M)ks to the rijjht of hini, 
Books to the left of him, 
R(M)ks l»ehin(l him 
VoUeyetl and tumbhMl. 

\o luxurious library appointments, no glazed book- 
cases of walnut or mahogany, no easy chairs invirintc 
to soft repose or sltlmber were there; but only plain» 



228 Records of the Columbia Historical / 

rough pine shelves and pine tables, heap- 
with books, pamphlets^, and journals, \ 
flowed seven hipacioiis rooms and littere 
Among them moved familiarly two or mo 
favorite old dog, for the lonely scholar 
pets, an he always was of childnm. He 
of bread or broken meat or a saucer of \\\ 
favorites in the intervals of his work, 
woolen wrapper or dressing-gown, the 
from his books with a placid smile • 
(like that of many men of leonine and 
his smile was of singular sweetness, 
through the various treasures of th' 
abling me to make the needful notes * 
<'ongn*ss, he had frecpient incidents 
had picked up many a gem on negleele 
Hhelves or from stn*et book-stalls; li 
peted at auction for a coveted volume ; 
in triumph; how he had by mere a* 
an imperfect copy of Stith's Virgin 
heap of printed rubbish a missing s 
pr(*cious ohi ))aimphlets and earl\ 
been fished by him out of chests 
garrets of Virginia and Maryland, 
work-room v.as a little garden (n« 
the brirk edifice erected for the ^ 
Stilson llutchins) in which he hin- 
grown to stately size, interspersi*- 
bushes ami b«>x and tangled sl< 
n»treat or rliirkei he called his * 
he took *leli^hi in walking whf 
dentary work. Ills manners w 
and simple, his conversation •: 
fluent, his tones modulated hi* 
often enlivem»d by an underr" 



t 
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Without egotism or pretension, he was ever ready to 
impart to inquirers from his full stores of wisdom and 
ex[)erience, while cherishing a wholesome horror of 
pretenders and of bores. So hospitable was his intellec- 
tual attitude that what a simple Scottish swain said 
of Sir Walter Scott might well be applied to him: "He 
always talks to me as if I was equal to him — and to 
rhink thot of a mon that has such an awful knowledge 
o' history!'' 

In his physical aspect Peter Force was a man of 
marked and impressive personality. Of stalwart build, 
his massive head covered to the last with a profusion 
of curling hair, his erect bearing, keen vision, and dig- 
nity of port impressed the most casual beholder. Once 
s(*en, he was not one to be forgotten, for the personal 
impress was that of a man cast in a heroic mould. Ad- 
dicted to study as he was and living a singularly la- 
borious life, he yet took active exercise in long walks, 
and his familiar aspect and courteous recognition was 
an (*very-day benison in Washington streets, for he 
had the respect of all men. His domestic life was 
singularly fortunate. He brought up and educated a 
family of seven well-gifted children, some of whom in- 
herit(d the paternal zeal for historical investigation 
an<l produced writings of recognized value. 



PLAN OF THE AMERICAN AKCIIIVES. 

The one great object which overshadowed all other 
objects with Mr Force was to amass the materials out 
(;f whi<*h a complete* documentarv historv of the 
Fnited Staters could be compilcMl. Mis labors as a his- 
toriograi)h(»r an* known to comparativt*ly few, since 
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the ^ivat bulk and cost of the published volumes of his 
**Ani(*rieau Archives" confine^ them chi(»fly to the large 
libraries of the couutrv; but bv all students of our 
Kevolutionary hist(ay and all writ(*rs upon it, esiK?- 
cially, his work is (estimated at ils true value. The 
l)lan of it compriscHl, in tin* lan^ua<]:(» of its prospectus, 
*a collection of iUitluMitic records, State papers, de- 
baters, and l(»tt(»rs, and oth(»r notices of public affairs, 
flu* wlnde forming a docuni(»ntiiry history of the origin 
and progress of tl»(* X(»rth American colonies, of the 
cans(»s and accomplishment of the American Kevolu- 
ti<in, and of the Constitution and iiovernnH»nt of the 
Tnited Stat(*s to the* tinal ratification tluTeof." 

His contract with the DepartnuMit of State (executed 
in pursuance* of an act of Congress) was to embrace 
about tw«»nty folio volum(*s. Ih» centered into the 
work with such zeal that the fourth series, in six vol- 
umes, was completed ami published in the seven years 
from ls;^7 to 1S44. Three mon^ volumes, forming the 
commence nieiit of the* fifth si^ries, and bringing the his- 
tory down to tin* close of 17T<i, w(»re also printed, when 
Secrciarv Mariv aibitraiilv st(»pped the work bv with- 
holding Ms approval of the contents of the volumes 
submitted to liim for th(M'ontinuati(»n. This was about 
the year lsr»:*>, \\\u\ this sudd(Mi and unlookt*<l-for inter- 
ruption of his chcri^hci |dan and denidlition of the 
fair and perftMt liistorirai rditicc which was to lu* his 
life lon^ labnr and his nionn:n<nt of fame was a blow 
from whirh Im* nev<*:* fullv rercivered. It was not alone 
that he had ent« ifd npnii a >ral»' nf expenditure for ma- 
terials riunmelisiira'e with th«' projected extent of the 

Work; that he had pr«Miireil at ;:r«*at cost thousands 
of pagi»s nf manusriipt, mj.ii'd frnni the mi^^inal ar- 
chives <»f ti'e \ari«>ns ndnnies and the Slate l>epart- 
lUfMit; that he had amass«'>l an tMiomious librarv of 
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b()i>ks and newspapers which filled his whole house and 
(encroached so heavily upon his means that he was 
driven to niort}ija<^e his property to meet his bills; but 
it was the rude interruption of a great national work 
by those incompetent to jud<::e of its true merits; it 
was the petty and vexatious and unjust rescinding bj' 
an oflicer of the Clovernment of a contract to which he 
had reason to beli(^ve that the faith of the (lovernment 
was pledged. Mr Force was already over sixty years 
of age when this event happened. He never renewed 
his labor up<»n the archives; the unpublished masses 
of manuscript remained in the very spot where his 
work upon tlicm had been broken off, and he could 
never allude to the subject without some pardonable 
bitterness of feeling. Friends urged him to appeal tc) 
Congress; to try to prevail with new Secretaries of 
State to renew the work; to sue for damages; to peti- 
tion for relief. Not one of these things would he do. 
lie had a sensitive pride of character, joined to a true 
stoic loftiness of mind. An ordinarv man would have 
besieged Congress with his claims and enlisted all his 
friends in clamorous efforts for some reparation. Not 
so Peter Force; he could suflfer, but he could not beg. 
There was an assurance of dignity in his verj' look, 
which repelled all idea that he would ever be engaged 
in a scramble for filthy lucre, however unjustly it might 
be denied him. He never approached a member of 
Congress upon the subject nor asked a favor where ho 
might have justly claimed a right. He bore his heavy 
burdens manfully, cheercMl by no hope of recompense, 
struggling with d(d)t, but still enduring, still laboring 
day by day amidst his books, and hospitably receiv- 
ing and answ(»ring all jx^rsons who called for informa- 
tion and historical aid. For this unrecompenscMl 
service, which became a constantly increasing tax upon 
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his time he ffot onlv thanks, lie never made anv over- 
.iure« to sell his librarj' to the Government, nor did he, 
until two or three years before his decease, entertain 
any idea of parting with it in liis lifetime. 

Many proinisals had been made to him to buy his 
i-ollertion, either as a whole or by portions, and tempt- 
ing offers of monev had been steadilv refused. Finallv 
in 1801), the matter was taken up in earnest by the 
Lil.-rarian of Congress, who shared in the strongest 
manner the conviction of those who knew its value, 
that it would be a national misfortune and disgrace if 
this great historical library shouhl go the way of all 
other libraries and be hopelessly dispersed; and Mr 
Force consented to part with the entire collection for 
the price that had been put upon it by parties who 
sought to buy it for New York, namely, f 100,000. The 
press of the country warmly seconded the effort, and 
the appropriation went through Congress without a 
word of objection in either House — a rare example of 
wise and liberal legislation effected on its own merits, 
without a dollar being expended by anybody or a par- 
ticle of "h>bbv" influence in anv direction in its favor. 

The transfer of the library to the Capitol took place 
in the spring of 18()7. It was watched with careful in- 
terest by its v(*nerabh* owner, who was left to his deso- 
lated shelves, and would often lament that he never 
felt at home without liis old and cherished companions 
around him. He was given fret* ac(*ess to the Library 

of Congress, and invited to take a desk there and con- 
tinue his studies, but though lic^ often came to the Li- 
brary, he could not bring himsi^lf to sit down and work 
there. He greatlv enjoved the visits of his children 
to Washington, and would always insist on walking 
with th(*m to tli(* Cai)itol, when* he several times as- 
cended the* dome — two ImndnMl and eighty feet — with 
all the ardor of a vouth. 
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His life seemed good for eighty or ninety years until 
within three months before his death, when his diges- 
tive powers began to fail him. He soon reached the 
point where he could no longer take solid food, from 
which his strength failed slowly and steadily, and he 
grew more and more emaciated, though free from pain, 
until the 23d of January, 1868, when his spirit passed 
quietly away. 

His remains were borne to the grave in the beautiful 
Rock Oeek Cemetery by Richard Wallach, mayor of 
Washington; George W. Riggs, Thomas Blagden, Dr 
John B. Blake, Prof. Joseph Henrj% Dr William Gun- 
ton, J. Carroll Brent, and James C McGuire — all now 
departed from the world. 

On his grave his children erected a marble monu- 
ment, on which is carved above the name of Force, as 
a beautiful and appropriate device, a shelf of books 
bearing nine volumes, inscribed "American Archives," 
with a civic crown of laurel. 

But his library and his unfinished historical archives 
are his fitting monument, and these will preserve his 
name to tlie future ages of the great Republic as a pure 
and unselfish patriot and sage, who knew how to labor 
and to wait. 



Tlie PRESIDENT: I am very ghid to be informed 
that before the next paper is read on the First Mayor 
of the Citv, ex-Mavor Emerv has so far re(*onsidered 
his declination, as to express his willingness to say a 
word. 

Mr. EMERY: ^Ir. President, I wish to say a word in 
justice to myself. T'ntil I came on to the stage, I was 
not aware that I was announced to address the meet- 

16 
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iiiR* to-night. Soinething over two W(H*ks ago 1 re- 
i-eived a note fnnn tho Secrotary of tlu* Association, 
telling nie that I wonld Ih» (^xpcM-ted to address the 
meeting which was to have ocenrred last week. I re- 
plied by saying that I shonld be absent from the City, 
and conld not possibly (M)mi)ly with the recpiest; I was 
not aware nntil y(»st(M*day that the meeting was not 
held last we(»k. I snppt^stnl it was. Seeing my name 
in th(* list of those annonnced to si)eak, I felt I ought 
lo say something, in justice to mystdf. As I say, 1 will 
mak(» no attempt to addri^ss the Association. 1 liave 
not i)rei)ared myself at all, and for that reason 1 do not 
think I ought to attempt it. 1 simply felt that 1 ought 
to sav this much to the Association. 

I will sav this, however. I came to the Citv the 
Kume year my friend here did, in 1839. I have lived 
here since that time. My knowledge of the City of 
Washington is perhaps not e(]ual to that of my friend, 
but I have a pretty good knowledge of Washington 
and its affairs, and if I had had time to prepare an 
addn^ss suitable to the occasion, it would have jjiven 
me gri^at pleasure to have reliearsed some of the inci- 
<lents that have transi)ired in my career here. I have 
tak(Mi an active* part in the politics of the City, in my 
early life. I was ehu'ted to the Board of Aldermen the 
first time* in 1854, and since that tim(% as long a« we 
had Mayors, 1 took an active part in the (^ity politics, 
and consiHpiently hav(» a pretty good knowledge of 
what was going on. I am not prepared to rehearse 
those* things to-night, but I will merely state that it 
would have* givcMi me great i)h*asur(% had I been pre- 
l)ar(Ml, to a<ldr(*ss you on this occasion. 

Tlie PKKSIDKXT: We are \i^vs much obliged to ex- 
mayor Kin(»ry for tlu» phMlgc* lu* has now made to pre- 
pare* a paper for us at one* (^f our m(*etings next winter. 



A, R- Spofford — Life and luibors of Peter Force, 235 

I now have the pleasure of introducing to you Dr. J. 
D. Morgan, who will speak briefly of the T^rst Mayor 
of the City, Mr. Robert Brent. 

Dr. MORGAN: Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, 
I might state, in preface of my remarks, that through 
the courtesy of Mrs. (loodfellow, I am permitted to ex- 
hibit the portrait of Robert Brent, the first Mayor of 
Washingtorf, painted from life, and I believe painted 
by Rembrandt Peale, the great Anglo-American por- 
trait painter of that time. I will pass around the photo- 
graph taken from this portrait. 



ROBEKT BRENT, 
FIRST MAYOR OF WASHINGTON CITY. 

By 

James Dudley Morgan, M. D. 
Read before he Society June 8tli, 1897. 



Robert Brent, where born; ancestors; relationship. 

Robert Brent, the first Mayor of Washington City in 
the District of Columbia, was born 1764, at Woodstock 
estate, in the town of Acciuia (exhibit 1), in Stafford 
(,V)unty, Virginia, and was the second son of Robert 
Brent and Anne (\irroll. His mother, Anne, was the 
daughter of Daniel Carroll, of Montgomery County, 
Maryland, and sister of Archbishop John Carroll; and 
after her husband's death in Stafford County, Virginia, 
in 17S0, she rcMnovcMl to tlu^ residencies of her only daugh- 
ter, Mrs. (i(M)rg(* l)igg(\s, at (InuMi Hill, Prince George's 
County, Maiylaiid, where sh<» (lei)art<Ml this life, 1804. 

(ic*org(s HriMit, thi^ gn^^at-gn^at-grandfatlher of liiobert 
BrcMit, the Mayor, was (Ik* lirst of tlu» Woodstock or 
Ac(inia branch of Uie Hrent family, who came to Amer- 
ica, and was a man of ninch inlluencc* and ability. 

Robert Brent (exhibit 2), the Mayor, and the fifth in 
th(* liiH* of descent in America, was married in 1787 
to Mary, the el(l(\st (lau^litcM* of Not ley Young, of 
Prince^ (i(M)1*<»(»\s County, i)no of tin* oi*i;:.inal i)roprietor% 
of Washin«iton. Kobeit Hi'ent HvimI for a number of 
years with his fath(M'-in-law at tin* comfoi^table and 
substantial residiMice known as tlu* Mansion House, 
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quarries at A((iuia, and Major L'Eiifaiit, conoeriiiiig 
the i)ru(\s to be i)ai(l for the k»ase of the quarries, 
whetlHM* £1500 or £1.800, and both Daniid and Kobert 
Brent ((exhibits 5) (h»f(Mi(hHl their uncle Cieor^e Brent, 
one of tlu^ h»ssors, from imputations of exhorbitant 
char<>es for the use* of the (piarries. Daniel Brent, 
under (lat<» of F(4)ruary i^rd, 1792, writiu}*' his brother, 
Kob(4*t Brent, about th<» (•har<»es made coneernin*:; the 
quarri(»s, says, **\ve must res(iue the character of the 
Brents from an imi)utation so foul in its nature and so 
utterly devoid of truth/' 

Thes(» quarries furnished a <j^reat amount of stone 
for the brid<»'es and buildinj;*s of Philadelphia. Rob- 
ert Brent write/s from Ac(iuia, November 24, 1791, to 
his brother Daniel in Philadelphia: "A load of stone 
would have been sent some time ajijo to Philadelphia, 
could a vessel have been f?ot; when one is to be got, it 
will be shipped." About this samo time, February, 
1791, Daniel writes to Bobert, and it is on a subject 
with which we ar(» thoroughly familiar and appreciate, 
" that h(* would like to get Billy (his brother) a place 
under tlu^ (iov(M*nment, that there were 30 to 40 appli- 
cants for every ])lac(^ and all applicants were of the 
most (\\emi)lai'y character and had tlu* strongest influ- 
enc(\" 



^'Kesidence foi* genc^i'al govcMMimcMit." Commissioners 
for ''teri'itoi-y of Columbia." Incor]>orati()n of the 
City of AVashington. A])i)ointm(»nt of Mayor. 

The bill for thc^ location of tlu* g(Mi(M'al government 
at a ])(M*manent si^it was ])ass(Ml and reccMvc^l the Presi- 
d(MiCs ap])roval July 1(1, 1790. Tlu* subjcM't first came 
U]) in the House of l\(^])reseiitativ(^s August 20, 1789, 
on a motion by Mr. Scott of PcMinsylvania, "that a 
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perniaiieiit residence ouf^ht to be fixed for the general 
government." In January, 1791, Washington appointed 
Thomas Johnson, Daniel Carroll of Maryland and Dr. 
l)ayi<l Stuart of Virginia as commissioners for the 
''territory of (^olumbia." This suiXM'intendence of the 
city continuiHl until May 1802, \yhen the Board of 
Commissioners \yas abolished. The Act incorporating 
'*the inhabitants of the City of Washington in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia" \yas passed by Congress and ap- 
proved the 3rd of ilay, 1802, by which Act the Presi- 
dent appointed the Mayor annually, and the two 
branches of the council were elected by the people. 

Kobert Brent was appointed by President Jefferson 
June 1st, 1802, Mayor of the (^ity of Washington, and 
was reappointed each year for ten successive terms. 
He several times acce])ted the office under protest, and 
finally declined to serve longer, lie served until the 
second Monday in June, 1812, when by Act of Congress 
passed May 4, 1812, the duty of electing a Mayor de- 
volved on the citv council. • 

The letter of President Jefferson to Bobert Brent 
tendering him the Mayoralty, and his (Robert Brent's> 
reply will now be read. Also the original commisf-^ion 
f)f the appointment (Exhibit (>) of Kobert Brent, Mayor 
of the City of Washington. 

Washington, June 3, 1802. 
l)(»ar Sir: 

The Act of Congress incori)orating the city of Wash- 
ington has conlid(Ml to the President of the C S. the 
appointment of the Mayor of th(^ city. As the agency 
of that oflicer will be immediately recjuisite, I am de- 
sirous to avail the citv of vour s(*rvices in it, if vou will 
IHM'mit me to send you the commission. I will ask the 
favor of an answer to this proposition. 
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Will you also do me that of dining with me the day 
after tomorrow (Friday) at half after three? Accept 
my friendly and respectful salutations. 

Th: Jefferson. 

To Robert Brent, Esq. 

Washington, June 3d, 1802. 
Dear Sir: 

I have had the honor of receiving your favor of this 
date, asking my acceptance of the appointment of 
Mayor under the late Act of Congress for incorporating 
this citv. 

Altlio I feel great diffidence in the talents I possess 
for executing that duty, in a manner which may afford 
general satisfaction, yet feeling it a duty to contribute 
my feeble aid for the public service, I will venture upon 
its duties. 

I beg you Sir to accept my thanks for the honor, 
which vou are about to confer on me and for the 
obliging manner in which you have been pleased to 
communicate it. 

I will, with pleasure, accept your polite invitation to 
dinner on Fridav next. With sentiments of much re 
spect and esteem I have the honor to be Sir, Your Obt. 
Ser. 

KoBERT Brent. 

Commission of Appointment as Mayor. 

Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States of 
America, 

To all to whom these ])reseuts shall come Greeting: 
Know ye, That reposing special Trust and Confi- 
dence in the Integrity, Ability and Diligence of Rob- 
ert Brent, of the City of Washington, I do in pursuance 



J, D. Morgan — Mayor Robert Brent, 241 

of the powers vested in me by the Act of Congress en- 
titled "An Act to incorporate the inhabitants of the 
City of Washington, in the District of Columbia'' 
hereby appoint him the said Kobert Brent, Mayor of 
the said City of Washington, and do authorize him to 
exercise and fulfil the duties of that office according 
to law; and to Have and to Hold the same with all 
the powers, privileges and authorities thereto, of right 
appertaining unto him the said Robert Brent for the 
term of one vear from the dav of the date hereof, un- 
less the President of the United States for the time 
being should be pleased sooner to revoke and deter- 
mine this Commission. 

In Testimony whereof, I have caused these Letters 
to be made Patent, and the Seal of the United States 
to be hereunto affixed. 

(liven under my hand, at the City of Washington 
the first day of June in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and two; and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the twenty-seventh. 

(SEAL) Th: Jeffeuson. 

By the President: 

James Madison, Secretarv of State. 






Letters to Madison and iJeflferson. 

» 

Robert Brent, as will be seen from the following let- 
ters to Secretary Madison, June 7th, 1800, and to Presi- 
dent Jefferson, May 31st, 1808, was **anxious for the 
President to get some other person to execute the du 
ties of the office." 

(To Mr. Madison.) 

City of Washington, June 7th, 1800. 
Dear Sir: 

You will excuse me for reminding you that the 
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Commission of Mayor coased on the 1st inst., and that 
it becomes necessary some appointment should be 
mad(*, as business occurs daily which cannot be done 
bv any otlier. 

I wisluMl the president couhl have {^[ot some other 
person to exiMUti* \\w duties of this office; but in con- 
s<M]uen<(» of your intimation, that it wouhl bi* more 
a<»r(Hnibh» to him, that I shouhl <*ontinue to act, I am 
ready aj::ain to take upon mysidf the tasks, and will 
a<<-ept th(* commission a<'cordin^ly. 

With scMitinuMits of estcuMu and resinnt I have the 
honor to be, I)(»ar Sir, 

Your Obt. S(M'. 

KoHKUT Brent. 

(To President Jefferson.) 

(Mty of Washinjrton, May 31st, 1808. 
Dear Sir: 

Th(* Commission with whi<li I hav(^ been honored, as 
Mayor of this <ity expin»s this (hiy, it will therefore 
b(* prop(»r that a nt^w Commission b(» made out and 
forwarded as early as p()ssibl(». 

Presuming; that tlu* situation of jjaymaster, to which 
<i(*nl. Dearborn has intimattMl you <lcsire to appoint 
UM*, will ocrupy my wlioh* time, it will be proiH*r that 
some other person should be rommissioned as Mayor 
of thisTitv an<l I <*ouId wish the ih*w Commission mav 
be so made out. If, however, vou should not have 
m.ide up your mind a< to a sneressor -at this mo- 
miMit >\hen it is <w<«»ntial the nllire shouhl not b(» va- 
cant--you nuiy a^^ain till up the Commission to me, 
with an understanding that on the first <»f July s(une 
other person be s<deri(Ml to fill that otlice at which time 
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1 shall resign in his favor. I have the honor to be with 

sincere respect and esteem, Dear Sir, 

Your Mo. Obt. Ser. 

KoBKUT Brent. 

D Sir: 

The foregoing is a copy of a letter which I wrote 
yon, and was about delivering it at the post office when 
you were in Virginia, but which I was prevented from 
doing by an intimation from Mr. Munroe that you had 
directed the letters addressed to you to remain at the 
post office here on and after that day. I have thought 
it proper imm-ly on your arrival to repeat my desire 
that some other other person may be selected as Mayor 
in my place, believing as I do that the situation to 
whi(*h I am about to be called will re(iuire all my at- 
tention. 

With sentiments of much respect 
I have the honor to be Sir, 

Your Obt. Ser. 

KoBEUT Brent. 

Washn, Saty. June 11th, 1808. 

Offices held by Robert Brent. 

Among the many other offices of trust held by him 
was that of Judge of the Orphan's Court, I). (\, Justice 
of the Peace, member of the School Board and Pay- 
master General of the Armv. 

Appointed. 
Justice of the Peace of the D. r. March Ifi, 1801. 

" " " " " March 14, 1807. 

" " " " " Nov. 18, 1812. 

" " " " " Sept. 1,1817. 

Judfje f)f the Orphan's Court, D. C, April Ifi, 180fi. to 
Feb. 1814. 
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Mayor of Washington, June 1, 1802. 

" " 1803. 



10 terms. 



a 


a 


1804. 






a 


u 


1805. 


» 


Jefferson. 


a 


a 


1806. 






u 


a 


1807. 






a 


a 


1808. , 






a 


a 


1809. 






a 


u 


1810. 


Madison. 


a 


a 


1811. 





Paymaster General of the Army July 1, 1808 to Aug. 
28, 1819. 



Summarized: 
J. P. 
Mayor, 

Judge Orphan's Ct. 
Pav M. Genl. 



1801 to 1817 (?) 

1802 to 1812 
1806 to 1814. 
1808 to 1819. 



lie held all four offices from 1808 to 1812, and was 
also memlx^r of the Sehool Board. June 7th, 1815, he 
was made first pr(*si<leiit of the Patriotic Bank, which 
orrupi<*<l the site of th(» pres(»nt Bank of the Republic. 
In 1S14, lie, with Walter Smith and Thomas Swann, 
wen» appointed Commissioners for th<* District of Co- 
lumbia, to nM'cive subscriptions for the capital stock 
of the National Bank, to provi(h» fnntls for the war 
with Great Britain. 

Some of the Acts of City Touncils under Robert Brent. 

The first Act passed by the First and Second Cham- 
bers of the City Council of Washin^rton and approved 
by Mayor Rolx*rt Br(»nt, July 2(Mh, 1S02, was a device of 
seal for the City of Washington. That the spirit of unity 
is inseparably a.ss4iciated with th<» ^lory of our Coun- 
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try is well foreshown in that simple prt>po8iti<)n, 
which was adopted that day by the corporation of the 
(Ity of Washington: "That the seal of the City of 
Washington shall be the representation of an edifice 
supported on fifteen columns, having the w^ord 'Wash- 
ington' at tihe top; the w^)rds 'City se«al,' with the figure 
'1802' at the bottom and the motto 'Union' beneath the 
dome." 

The City Council was very active in the passage of 
many ordinances for the public good and beautifying 
the city. They organized a school board, encouraged 
the establishment of a university for young men, ap- 
pointed supervisors of markets, organized a police 
force, made appropriations for opening and repairing 
streets; for the repair of pumps and wells; established 
a fire department and pur(*hased several fire enginea 
antl protected the city by the passage of various strin- 
gent fire ordinan(*es. 

Among some of the very many of the A(*ts passed 
and receiving the approval of the Mayor in Robert 
Hrent's time, are the following: 

An ordinance approved October (Jth, 1802, was the 
establishment of the Centre Market on the south side 
of Pennsylvania Avenue, betw(*en Seventh and Ninth 
strt^ts, west. Se<*tion 5 of this Act could not be too 
rigidly (Enforced to-day. ''That no person shall sell 
or expcjse for sale in said market any unsound, blown, 
or unwholesome meat or arti<les of provision, under 
the penalty of five dollars for ev(»ry offence." 

An Act approved Nov. 19th, 1802, ''That two hun- 
dr(*d <lollars be and hereby is appropriated for the 
purpose of o[>ening, clearing and r(Mid(*ring passable 
for wagons West Fourteenth, From North F street." 

An A<t approvcMl January 10, 1S03, to provide for 
the pn^vention and extinction of fire **That evers' pro- 
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prh'tor of any <lwt*lliii<r lunist* or storo-houso shall pro- 
vide as many tiiv l)U(k(*ts of leather, as there are 8to- 
n(»s to snch liouse/' 

S<M-. () of Act ai)i)rov(Ml January 10, 1803, "That 
Hi(*re shall he procured by the Mayor one substantial 
tire (Mijxini* to be* ki»pt near the (\Mitr(* Market; and s<o 
soon th(*reafi(T as may b(% (wo achlitional tire enjjines 
shall b(* procunMl to bi* k(*pl n(*ar th(» east and west 
markets." 

*'An Act making ai»i»ro])iiations for the repair of 
pumps antl \v(dls." 

**An Act that every poss(*ssor of a lot whereon there 
shall durinjr tin* months <)f Jums July, August antl 
S^^ptember Ix* an artitieial excavation, containin^j: stajr- 
nant v»att»r mon* than twiMity four hours, shall fill up 
i\Y <Irain tin* same, under a penalty of ten dollars, after 
notice as aforesaid/' 

April 20, 1S07, th(» <ity corporation made rej!:ulation8 
rejxardinj: thi* sweepinjr of <diimn(\vs, substantially a« 
follows: The Mayor (l{<dM*rt HnMit) was authorized to 
niak(* a contract with su<-h p(»rson as he mijrht <leoni a 
proper one, and to ^iv(» to him tin* <»xclusive rijjht to 
sweep the chimneys in Washinjiton for a term of not 
to (»xc(M*d three years. The chimneys were to be swept 
onc«» in (M<h three months from tin* 1st day of April to 
tin* 1st dav of ()ctobi»r, and once in each two months 
th(» rest nf the vcar, lH»tw<»en fiv(» and scv(»n o\*lo<*k in 
tlH» morning, or at such time as the chimn(\v swtH»p 
and the housdndilcr could a;:ree upon. Tin* chimney 
sweep was entitled !<» rec(»ive from the person so <*on- 
tractin^r with him the sum of ten cents for each story 
of (»ach Hue or chimnev swept; and if anv chimney 
or tlue should take tire from the presence of soot in 
the chimney within two months from the last sweep- 
ing, tln*n tin* chimm'y sweep should |»ay a tine of J«r>, 
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ing to one, who is tracing up the Brents. I noticed sev- 
eral tombstones bearing that name there; one in par- 
ticuhir, as I now recollect it, tracing the pedigree back 
to England; the name being spelt **Brant." 

This buiTing-ground is now deserted, and almost 
unknown, bc»ing in a dense wood and underbrush, near 
the once prosperous and now utterly extinct village of 
A(]uia. 

With best wishes and regards, 

II. P. (lERALD. 



EXHIBIT 4. A. 

(Major I/Enfant at the Mansion House.) 

On the day th<\v began to pull down Mr. Carroll's 
hous<», Major I/Enfant dincMl with me. Mrs. Young 
hearing In* was going to Virginia, r(»<iu<*st(Ml him, to 
rak<» a l(*tt(*r for h(*r as far as A<iuia. He politely 
promiscMl h(» wouhl. Sh<» then said, s1h» would send it 
to iiim in the nun'iiing. She* wrot<» to her Sister Bn»nt; 
and as I was going to tiiM)rgt»-Town, I tt>ok theJetter 
with \\\i\ I met Major l/Eiifant, and taking tin* letter 
out of my pocket, delivered it to him. This lett<*r cov- 
en»il two oiiiers, takt^n out of th»» Post Oflire at (leorge 
Town. The one, as I afterwards fouud, from a Stone- 
eutter of New York. Tile other to Mr. Kob(»rt I^rent 
from Kranee. The lt*tti*r whi<h Major I/Enfant 
brought up froui \'irj:i?iia, for me, was a blank cover, 
enrlosiiig a h'lter to Mrs. Eliza Br»»nt, who was then in 
Maryland. 1 bidievt- this letter was direete<l to the 
rare nf Mr. tHM.rge tlrrliani, who probably, put it under 
< over, and direited it to me. 
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I declare, that to the best of my remembraiioe I never 
wrote to Mr. Georjjje Brent in my life. That I only 
have wrote one letter to Mr. Robert Brent since the sale 
of the Lots and that was entirely npon the snbject of 
IMne Lo^, enclosing him the Commissioners' Adver- 
tisement for contracting for them; and advising him, if 
he had any thoughts of contracting for them, to lose no 
lime in coming up. I do further declare, that I never 
knew till after Major I7Knfant had made the contract 
with ilr. (leorge Brent for the Quarries, what he was 
em{)ower(Hl to give. 

XoTLKY Young. 
Mr. Young's narrative 

abt. the Letters &c. 
inch»sed in T. J. 29 feb. 02. 



EXHIBIT 4. B. 

(Mr. Brent, Mr. Carndl and Major L'Enfant.) 

In a Lett(*r I received from him (Daniel Carroll of 

Duddington) Y(»sterday, \w sent me the Copies I now 

inclose from Mr. Br<Mit, Major L'Enfant and Mr. 

Young — waiving the rudeness of Mr. ^Valker^s and 

Major I/Enfant's Letters, it is apparent that they both 

hold the Commrs in sovi^reign Ct)ntempt and that the 

ALijor wouhl hav<» \\w\\\ act a v(»rv subordinate i)art or 

not at all — Major 1/Enfant in his Conversation with 

Mr. F<Miwick and Mr. Walk(*r in his Let km* refers to the 

filling up of a lIoh» as if <*ountenanced by the pr<*si- 

d(*nt wImmi th(* Major must rcmcmb(»r v(*rv different 

Things i)ast at th(* tinu* — 

Tliomas J(*fT(*rson 

to 

Tht)mas J<dinson, 

21) Fcbv. 1792. 

17 
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(Daiil. Carroll's house.) 

In ridiii*; over iMMleral Hill with Maji)r L'Enfant on 
the (lay that Mr. Danl. Carroll's house were first bejran 
to be pulld down. S(M*in«i: a ditch that had been du^ 
& filld up I observed to the Major. You have done 
work «S: undone* it a^ain, (urninj; round, (for he was 
before me) h(» said this ou^ht to have eonvinced Mr. 
Carroll of my powt^rs — for the President was on the 
Spot the day this was done* — 

This is th(* substance of a conversation betwetMi Ma- 
jor 1/Knfant — & your Ilbh* Servt. 

I(;nas. Fknwick. 
inclosed in T. J. of 29 fcb. 1)2. 



EXIIIHIT 5. A. 
((Juarries at Acquia.) 

Memorandum of obs(»rvations from Mr. George 
Walk(»r relating to tin* purchase of (Quarries by the 
Commissioners und<»r an Act for laying out the Federal 
Citv from Cieorgc* l^reiit — 

That in a Company in CMM>rg<* Town either at the 

Counting lioom of Mr. Davidson or at Mr. Suter's he 

does not rtM-all which, it was observed by Major L'En- 

fani or one of the Company, that (leorge Rrent was 

disjMist'd to sill iIm* t2»»«trries for £ir>(M> when Major 

I/lOnfant was in Dumfries tn*ating with Mr. (Tibson, 

i^L that u]M)n the Major's return to Aciiuia upon hinting 

to Mr. (len. Hrent that he supposed he would bo now 

satisfied with £ir)(M> that he replyiMl his pric(» now was 

£1S(M) that he had something in his Pocket which justi- 

fved his askinj^ it. 

danuarv 17th 1792 
.Mr. Itreni's 

Meninrandum. 
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EXHIBIT 5. B. 

((iuarries at Acquia.) 

Fob. 3, 92 
Major L'Eiifant says he will write to you to-morrow 
answering;; the question which is proposed in yr. letter 
to me — In the mean time I have aulhority to say his 
answer will be in the Nej^ativi* — lie opposes to the 
cireulating: repoK of what he said at Mr. Davidson's 
Compting House, at Suter's or at other places, a direct 
contradiction; but he will fully explain himself in his 
letter to you. Convinced tho of its being in language 
tantamount to what I have stated above, I wish vou 
to make up of this letter (if his shou'd not reach you as 
soon) to re«que the Character of our uncle from an im- 
putation so foul in its own nature, & so utterly de- 
void of Truth — 

Danl. Buent. 
To 

Mr. Uobt. Brent 

copy of an extract 

Original, autograph or c(»rtific»(l coi)i(»s of all (exhibits 
are in the poss4»sHi()n of Jam(»s Dudley Morgan. 



The iMn:siDHNT: Mr. \V(01(M- has prepared a paper 
which \\i' will rc^ad to you, ujMm the four mayors who 
succ(M*d<Ml Mr. Brent, giving a brit*f outline, and l>riug- 
ing the history tiiat far forward. 



FOUR MAYORS OP THE CITY OP WASHINGTON. 



By Michael I. Weller. 



2iicl MAYOR 



DANIEL RAPINE. ] 812— 1813. 

Our second Mayor, Daniel Rapine, lived at the 
Southwest corner of New Jersey Ave., & B, Street, 
S. E., this being the first house South of the U. S. 
Capitol. He was a printer by profession being the 
senior member of the publishing firm of Rapine, Con- 
rad & Co. who kept a book store at the same location. 
He wa* elected to the office under the Act of Congpesa 
of May 4th. 1812 authorizing the Board of Aldermen 
and Board of Common Council to elect the Mayor: and 
he received an annual salary of |400. The most notable 
eA'ent occurring during his term of office was the decla- 
ration of war against Great Britain which aroused the 
patriotic ardor of the citizens of Washington as is evi- 
denced by the following Act: — 

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION IN AID 
OF THE DEFENCE OF THE CITY OF WASHING- 
TON, 

WHEREAS if is tlie duty of corporate bodies, as 
well as individuals whenever their Country is* at- 
tacked, to render not only their personal services but 
IKM'uiiiary suppliers in aid of such defence as the Qen- 
ernl GoAernnient may adopt: 

AND WHEREAS the adjoining States are now in- 
vaded bv the for((»s of tiic^ ronunon (*nemv: 
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AND WHEREAS it may happen that a similap at- 
tack may be intended ajj:ainst this city, in whieh event 
it becomes necessary to be prepared for his reception, 
TIIEKEFOUE 

Sec. 1. HE it enacted by the board of aldermen and 
board of common council of the City of Washinjxton, 
THAT the sum of five thousand dollars be, and the 
same is liereby appropriated in aid of such measures 
as the President may adoi)t for the defence of this 
city, which sum sliall be exjiended under the superin- 
tendence and direction of John Davidson, Peter Lenox, 
Elias B. Caldwell and Josei)h Cassin, esqs. in conjunc- 
tion with the Mayor of this City, for the time beinjc in 
procurwi*!: such arms or munitions of war, and the de- 
fence of the Cityf as may seem advisable, and for the 
exi)enditure of which they shall render an account to 
the board of alderman and board of common council. 

Sec. 2. AND be it further enacted. THAT the 
Mavor be, and is herebv authoriziHl to borrow the said 
sum or sums of any Hanks in the District of Columbia, 
and for the r(»i)ayment of which, the funds of this Cor- 
p(»ration are sohMiinly pled«»:ed. 

Approved May 20th, 1S13. 

Another Act of far reachinj^ consequence and a fit- 
ting!: illustration of the views of that period is the fol- 
lowing n»solution about schools, 

KESOLCTION TO I^AISE HY LOTTERY TFIE 
SCM OF TEX TlIorSAXD DOLLARS FOR THE 
PCRPOSE OF HCILDINO TWO PFHLIC S(niO0L 
HOUSES ON THE LAN(\VSTRIAX SYSTEM. 

RESOLVED bv tlu^ Hoard of Aldermen and Hoard 
of Common Council of the City of Washington. THAT 
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it is expedient to raise by lottery, tlie sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars (clear of expenses) for the followinfic ob- 
ject to the accomplishment of which the ordinary funds 
of the (Mty are inadequate, viz. 

For buildin*;, establishinj:: and endowing;; two public 
schools, on the Lancastrian syst<*m (one in the Eastern 
and one in the \V(»stc*rn st»ction of the (Mty) the sum of 
ten thousand dollars. 

KESOLVEl). THAT the Mayor be, and he is here 
by re(iuested to i)res(»nr th(* for(*<:oinf? resolution to the 
President of the I'nited States, and respectfully so- 
licit his approbation th(»r(»to. 

Api)rov<Ml November 19th, 1812. 

I ai)prove the object as above stated, for which it is 
projMKsed to raise*, by lottery, the sum of ten thousand 
dolhirs by the corporation of the (Mty of Washin}rton. 

Jamks Madison. 

Xoveml)cr 28rd, 1S12. 

An inrcr<*stin«x hiw (*na<tcd by the <'or[)oration, 
was;— 

AN ACT l)Iin:(TINi; TIIK TIM:ASrHER TO 

oim:n ski'kkate acc hints in the hank of 
washington. 

Sit. 1. WV. it ciiartrd hv (In* r>«»aril nf Aldt»rmcn and 
Hnaid nf ('niiinioii (NiiiHril of fhi» Tjiy of Washiiij^tou, 
THAT thi- tn^asnirr bt% and is ht*n*l»y dinMiiMl lo open 
fnnr «lilT<Tfnt arrminis in il'<» bank uf Washinj^ton, 
to wii, nni* for tl'i' tirst warcl, k\\w fnr ihc siMund wari«» 

• •n«- U^\' I Im' I hiid war.l and on<* f«»r i 1m* funri h wanl, and 
(hat il*«' rullirtinn of laxrs \\\\ yv\\\ and personal prop 

♦ rtv for Mn* dilTi*rtMir wards in fntnri' b«\ and thcv are 
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hereby direeted ti) make their deposits to the credit of 
the treasurer in the bank of Washington, to be passed 
to his credit in the account for the ward in which the 
same shall have been collected. 

Sec. 2. AND be it enacted, THAT the treasurer be 
directed to open a general account in the bank of 
Washington for the deposit of all monies coming into 
the treasury not specified in the first section of this 
Act. 

Sec. 3. AND be it enacted, THAT no money shall 
be drawn out of any ward account, except for expendi- 
tures in the ward for which the account was opened, 
unk*ss for it's proportion of any sum or sums required 
lo be paid into the general account. 

Approved November 18th, 1812. 

On December the 21st, 1812, the Corporation ordered 
that a public market house should be established, to be 
called the Cai)itol Hill Market, which was located in 
the center of East Capitol Street, between 1st & 2nd 
streets East; rather a curious fact in connection with 
this market house, which was a two story building, 
'^ot generally known, is that the U. S. Supreme and 
i Mrcuit Courts used the upper story for court purposes 
after the destruction of the Capitol by the British 
forces, August 24th, 1814. Taxes were not high in 
those days, the rate being only fO.oO on every JflOO. 
value of real and personal property, while the owners 
of slaA'es were assessed fl.50 for males and ^1.00 for 
females annuallv — i)avable onlv when the slaves were 
between tin* ages of fiftecMi and fortv-five V(»ars. 

The entire population of Washington, white and 
colored, was less than t(Mi thousand, occupying about 
1,500. houses. 

Kapine liad b(»(Mi in the* 2nd, Srd <& 7th Council, to- 
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John 1*. \ an Ness, Dann*! < arroll, Niclioias Kinjj et al. 
I^apint' had also scrvcMl as Mayor a part of Mayor 
HnMit's last term from -June, ISll to Jnne, 1S12, having 
b(M»n appoint(Ml by IM<»si(h»nt Madison, lo sorvc* out 
llu» balanct* of Hn^nl's t(»rni, when ho, Hrcnt, pi»rempto- 
riiv d(*(lnM d to act anv h)ni::(*r as Mavor. 



:{i<l. .MAVOK. 

I»K. .lA.MKS 11. HLAKK. 1S1:{- -1S17. 

Tltc tliiril Maviii-, Dr. .Ijiiiu-s II. Hlakc whose \\onw 
was on tin* wrst sidr of i:»ihstnM»t, West, between 
K and V sirt'i'is, was a physician of repute, uiii- 
vt r>all.\ rsieriiHNl, who rnterrd npon th(» duties of his 
nllbr w hrii I hr (iiv was sniously menaced by tlie 
I'nriiiN ^. hn liiiallv after ih(* disastrous battb* of Hhi- 
drii^l'iir;: filters. I ihr t'iiy nii th<' iiijLiht of Auj:;ust 
IMlh, Isll and alhr p« rjM-i ijit ini; inany acts of van- 
«Lili-:M r«iiitd pm ipii;iir|y nn ihr ni;^ht of the 2r>th. 

it lii.iN llnl t;r iMIl nf phlrc \n illludi* here t(» t h(* folhlW- 

ini* .ippr •• i;i' i<»n nf h«*rNi>ni. 

w \i'v .\rn;nrinATiN<i a si.m i)V monhv 
\ n\\ I mi: pi i:riiAsi: i)V \ swoKh; to mk im:k 
SI \ ir.h rcM-oMMtUM)!:!: i^AK'Nin . 

|;| It rii,ii ifj l)v the r»oard nf Aldi'initn and the 
r»n.iid mI t'nriininn rnnnrjl of ilir tjiv id" Wa^hin^tou, 
ri ' \ r lor Ml.- piiip .-»• .if di-frjN Jul: I In* •'•»^t I if a sworr^, 
uiiirh ihi't'iix r.iiincil ha> \oI«m| in rnninindnri' r»ar 
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iiey, as a testimony of their respect for the gallantry 
and intrei)i(lity displayed by himself, and the officers 
and lAen nnde*r his command, in the defence of the City 
on the 24th. day of August last, there shall be and is 
hereby appropriated, out of any monies in the general 
fund not otherwise appropriated, a sum not exceeding 
three hundred dollars to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Mayor of this City. 

Approyed October 18th, 1814. 

August the 14th, 1814, President Madison issued a 
proclamation to Congress to conyene in extra session, 
which ass(»mbled September the 19th, in chambers 
fitted out in the General Post Office building on 7th 
street X. \V. (also known as IModgett's Hotel), on ac- 
count of the destruction of the IJ. S. Capitol building. 
It was during this session that the remarkable discus- 
sion occurred oyer the proposition to remoye the Na- 
tional Capital from \Vasi»ington the motion at one time 
preyailed, until finally by the influential exertions 
of the Virginia and Maryland representatiyes and by 
a yery narrow mari:;in it was at last decided to rebuild 
the public buildings which had been partially de 
stroyed by the enemy and President Madison was an- 
thoriz(Ml to borrow $500,000 for these pun)oses from 
any bank or banks in the District of Columbia. It is 
certainly gratifying to know that the full amount 

needed by the C. S. (loyernment was immediately ten 

«. •■ 

dered as a loan by the City banks. 

An incident of the capture of Washington, was the 
yenom displayc d by the inyaders towards the i)roperty 
of two futun* Mayors, Jos(*ph (iai(*s, Jr., and William 
W. Seaton, th(* iMlitors and owncM's of the "National In- 
telligencer". Admiral Cockburn singled out the con 
tents of their building to be burned in reyenge for 
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their persistent advocacy of the continuation of the 
war. 

This si<^nificant card ai)i)eanMl in the ''National In- 
telli«^encer" of SeptenilxM* the 1st. '*Those citizens 
who politcdy end(»avor(Ml to save any i)ortion of our 
hooks from the fhuiM*s to which th(* enemy consijrued 
them or any of the printing materials iS:c. &c., are 
respectfully HMpn^sttMl to deliver them to our foreman 
Andn»\v Tate and accept our thanks for their polite- 
ness." Au^xust IHst. (iaU*s & S(»aton. 

This number of th(» pap(»r also mentions "that on 
Thursdav evcMiiim last while our devotcMl citv was in 
poss<»ssion of th(» Knemy, it was visited by a tivnieu 
tlous hurri<*ane, which did <!:r(»at dama<::e tc» the houses, 
Idowin^ off tin* roofs of many, destroying chimnies, 

fences etc. In souk* i)arts of the Citv (*verv house was 

I . « 

more or less injunur'. 

In the issue of August the 22nd, is the following 
strangt* notic<»: — 

Marshal's (>t!ic(» (I). (\) 

Washington, Aug. 22nd, 1814. 
By t»rdcr of the prf>j)er authority, it is re(|uire<l that 
all alii n ♦':irmii*s, wiiliin ili** District nf Ctdumbia, rt*- 
port t I'iMiisidvfs w<M»kly until fiirthrr noiic(*. This reg- 
iilatinii ran nni ht* disprnsrd with. Thnsi* who reside 
in \\ ashiii^fnn Cniiiity will rc|Miii ihrmstdvi^s at the 
.MaishaTs tU]ir«* in \\*a>hiiiL:h>n rvnv Wi'dnesdav. 
Tlinsr who iisidf ill A h*\ii iiliia t';»iiiiiy will report 
rlM*:iistd\i*s ;ii flu* .MarshaTs nilirr in ihr Toaii of Al- 
cxaiitlria rv« rv \\ r.liH'silav. 

\\ .\siii\<;n>\ l?()M», 
Maishiil, hist. Col. 

At this liiiii* iimrr tlian <»fi«* thin! «»f iIm* )in]>u]ati(»n 
was fori»i^ii born. Sonx' nf iln- nin>t proiiiiinMit resi 
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dents were British subjects, yet to their honor be it 
said, they were invariably found in the ranks of the 
defenders of the National Capital. That Mayor Blake 
was not remiss in his duties can be gleaned from an 
appeal by him to his fellow citizens to enroll them- 
selves in the different ward-s in independent companies, 
every man able to carry a musket, "because the Militia 
has gone to meet the enemy": he concludes the call 
by stating "that the well known patriotism of the 
Citizens of Washington, is a sure guarantee that they 
will cheerfully comply with so reasonable a request at 
a time of peril like the present. Affection for our 
Wives, Children and H.omes, — Patriotism and interest, 
all demand our services in the best way we can render 
them." 

Congress being temporarily without a home, Daniel 
Carroll of Duddington and Thomas Law with a few as- 
sociates erected a building for their use at the South- 
west corner of 1st and A streets. North-east, which 
was afterwards known as the Brick Capitol; this struc- 
ture was completed in four months time so that on 
December the 8th, 1815, the first session of the Four* 
teenth Congress met there. • It was in front of this 
building, then called Congress Hall, that President 
James Monroe was inaugurated March 5th, 1817. Ai 
the present time it is converted into private residences, 
in one of which Associate Justice Stephen J. Field, of 
the U. S. Supreme Court resides. 

Mayor Blake was accused of cowardice in leaving 
the Citj' when the British entered, but he replied so 
vigorously, in his controversy with Dr. Wm. Thornton 
that the charges were abandoned. Bather an interest- 
ing item appears in the **Intelligencer" under date of 
September 9th. *'The Public Buildings having been 
mostly destroyed the various offices are locating them- 
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selves in those i)rivate houses whirh are most eoniiuo- 
(lious and eonv(»ni<»n(ly situateil for the luirjiose. The 
Presich^nt will occupy Col. Tayloe's lar<^e house, which 
was lately occui)i(*(l by the French Minister; the De- 
partment of Stat<» occui>i(*s tlu* house lately occupied 
by Jud^e Duvall; tin* Tr<»asurv I)(»partnuMit is fixed at 
the* house fornuM-ly occupied by the British Minister 
Foster; the War rjftice is in th(» building adjoining the 
I^ank of the Metropolis; tht* Xavy Ofllice in Mr. Mcm-Ii- 
lin's house near th(» West Market and the (leneral Post 
Otiice in one of Mr. Wav's new hous(\s" etc. etc. 

Dr. Wm. Thornton, pn^viously nuMitioned, is entitled 
to the credit of savin«»: much valuable public and pri- 
vate property; he speaks in commendation of the ac- 
tions of Dr. James Kwell and Major I/Knfant durin<; 
this exciting pc»riod. Som<*what comfortinji: midst all 
this warlike turmoil is it to find that **The subscribtM' 
will accommodate a snuill family with furuiHhed lod^- 
in«^s or board; or can accommodate FOFB membeii* of 
<\>n<»r(ss with comfortable* board on reasonable terms. 

THAUV lloiSAN. 

North F St, m»ar St. I'atrick's church.*' 



Fndcr dale of Septt»mber 2r)th, is pul)lished "The 
Star Sj»an;:led nannc»r," for the lirst timi* in Washinj;- 
ton, it is ( riMlitcd to a naltiiuori* paper, a foot note 
savs, '*Wiinrvcr is the author of these lines, thev do 
«M|nal honor to his principles and his tabMits." Nat. 
Int. cl. 

It was not known at this time that I'rancis Scott 
Kty. then a re^i«h*ni of ( Ieor;:et<»\vn, was the author. 

Am appeal I loi- IihpIs was niad(» by <Iah»s ami Seaton 
• n the following siyle 

**r»afik hoirs of rxfiv .les»ripiion, rounterf(*its ex- 
rrpicd, will b«' I ha Ilk 111 II V ren-ived bv the editors of the 
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National Iiitelli{;:encer in payment of arrears and ad- 
vance from their subscribers and Patrons, without dis- 
it>unt or deduction". 

Apparently even in those days, journalists had to 
r-cmtend with delinquent subscribers. 

Dr. Blake while a native of Calvert County, Mary- 
hind, practiced his profession for a number of years in 
Virjjinia, coming to Washiufi^ton in 1807, where he re- 
ceived distinguishtjd attention on account of his pro- 
fessional ability, taking an active part in all public af- 
fairs. He Avas tilling the office of register of Avills, at 
the time of his death, July 29th, 1819. 



4th MAYOR. 

BENJAMIN G. OKK. 1817—1819. 

Mr. Orr n^sided at the N. \V. corner of Sth St. and 
Market Spac(\ N. \V., occupied now by Mr. lloeke's 
furniture establishment: during his mavoraltv he was 
very active* in procuring public improvements, grading 
str(u»ts and scMuring tlu* passage* of laws for the better 

maintenance of orch^r etc. He received the authority' 

• 

of th(» Common Council to borrow th(» money from the 
local banks and to i)1(m1!Xc th(» taxes of the Citv for the 
faithful payment of the debt: he was also directed to 
issue* ten thousand Cori)oration due bills of $1.00 eaidi 
to be applied to similar us(»s. Apparently the citi- 
zcMis had a bad clog scare during the y(»ar 1S19, for on 
August tlM* 14th, an Act was passc^d forbidding any 
dogs running at Inrgc* in tin* City, betW(M»n the 1st of 
Mav and tlie 1st dav of November, it was ordertMl that 
'*it shall he tl'e duty of the c<mstable in their respt^ctive 
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wards to kill and bury all such dojrs/' and provided 
further, that "it shall also be lawful for anv other 
PERSON WHATSOEVER, to kill auv dofT going at large 
within the jM^riod aforesaid." 

The Mayor seemed also to think that the morals of 
the inhabitants required the closing of the public mar- 
k<»ts on Sundays, so he p<*rsuaded the Corporation to 
rei)eal all laws jK^'mitting such opening and substi- 
tuting Saturdays as the proper time for housekeepers 
to lay in supplies. It was also during his term that 
any and every person was clothed with the i)ower to 
kill an<l dcstrov everv animal of the goat kind that 
should Ik» found running at large. The City was becom- 
ing more cultivated too, §1,000. was appropriated for 
the purchase of four large fire bells to be placed on the 
lop of the several ward market houses; fire companies 
were organized; apparatus purchased and other neces- 
saries indulged in: the money was partially raised by 
the means of lotteries; firebugs were not unknown, for 
on the 13th of April, 1819, the Mayor was instructed 
to offer a reward of foOO. for the apprehension of the 
inc(»ndiaries. The following resolutions are interest- 
ing:— 

KESOLUTIONS FIXING NAMES TO CERTAIN AV- 

ENI ES. 

RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen and Board 
of (\)nimon Council of the City of Washington, THAT 
the following avcMiues in the City <)f Washington shall, 
herc^after be designated by the names hereinafter re- 
spectiv(»ly attixed thereto, to wit: 

Th(» av(»nue as laid out on the ground i)lan of the 
Citv rnnninu' in a north eastcMMi direction from the 
opcMi space formed by the intersection of East Capitol 
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street with Massachusetts, North Carolina and Ken- 
tucky AA'enue, to the boundary of the City, TENNE- 
SEE AVENUE. 

The avenue, as hiid out on the {ground plan of the 
City runninfj: in a south Avest(»rn direction from Judi- 
ciary Square to (^anal street, LOUISIANA AVENUE. 

The Avenue, as laid out on the ground plan of the 
City, runnin*^ in a south eastern direction from Fif- 
teenth street west to Canal street, OHIO AVENUE. 

The Avenue as laid out on the ground plan of the 
City running in a south eastern direction from Judi- 
ciary Square, INDIANA AVENUE. 

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be requested to pre- 
sent the aforesaid resolutions to the President of the 
United States and resp(»ctfully solicit his approbation. 

Approved November 4th, 1818. 

James Monkok. 

RESOLUTION TO RAISE BY LOTTERY THE 
SUM OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS, FOR THE 
PURPOSES THEREIN MENTIONED. 

RESOLVED bv the Roard of Aldermen and the 
Board of Common Council of the City of Washington. 
THAT it is expedient, to raif^e, by lottery, the sum of 
ten thousand dollars (clear of expenses) in addition 
to the sums heretofore authorized, for the following 
objects, to wit: for building, establishing and endow- 
ing public schools, for building a i)enltentiary and for 
building a town house or citv hall in the Citv of ^Va8h- 
ington. 

RESOLVED that the Mayor present the afon»going 

resolution to the President of the United States and 

resi)ectfully solicit his approbation. 

Approved November 4th, 1818. 

Jamks Monroe. 
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It was (luring Orr's tc^rni that an important change 
was made in the buihlin^ n*^uhitions that Washing- 
ton had orij^inally approvtMl Oct. 17rh, 1791: tlu'si* ha<l 
provi(l(Ml that *'all hoHS(»s (»nMt(Ml in the (Mty mnst liave 
brirk or stone walls, that none shonhl b<» liijrher than 

forty feet nor h>wer than thirty tiy(* feet on any Ave- 

• • • 

nne, no frame h<»uses w<»r(» to be eonstrneted witliin 
the (1ty exeeptin*^ temporary conyenienees for lodging 
\yorkmen or to scM-nre buihlin<; materials and them^ 
were to be removed at onee wIkmi so ordeitMl bv the 
rnmmissioners"; bnt it appears from the records tliat 
r:isi(h'nis NVashin;;inn, Adams, JetT(»rson and Madi- 
son had at yari<jns times snsp(»nded the enforcement of 
\\\\< law, nntil dannary 14ih, ISIS, I'n^sidiMit Mon- 
roe issned a proclamation in whi<'h he stated that ex|>e- 
rience had tanjiht that tlH*s(* arbitrary provisions seri- 
ously impeded the improvem<*nt of the City and or- 
dtM-iMl their abro<»ation until January 1st, lS2t), except- 
\\vjL ht»wev(*r that no wooden hous(» should covt»r more 
than .*»-t> s<|iiarc tVi-i uor he hij^hcr than twelve feet 
from sill h» caves nnr shouhl liny Im^ within 24 
frof nf ii brick ni- siiMic iMiJidin^. Aj:ain in 1S22, Presi- 
dent M«»nr«i«' iiMi.Jilicil il'«'>r jjius lo some <*xient, [irob- 
aolv tindiiiL: il-'-ir »^«'NeiifN reuirde.j too much the 
i:ro\\ 1 h of \ l:i- ( ii \ . 

SjiiiiH-l L.iiM', < 'niii.ni^-iMMi r ..1" Piihlii- Muildings, 
l»a\ini: 1mm-ii .l«;iii:..| wiih |».i,\ini: 'M r;iN auant prices 
fnr lain.: ;in<] iiiiM.Ti;iU ii^«- I ii|m.ii i1m- piilili.- buildinjis, 
ill w r«*p«»ri **ul'.niM«-.l i«» < '••iil:!«-*'>, .l.iiiu;ijy 'Joth, 1S2(), 
turnislM's .III iiih-ii'^i iiiu i;ii»l«' "T ^ihli ru»*i, which 
pr«»v«'< tl'ii! il-'* i:iN;i^iMii .ii W ;i^l'inut'»M iziive an im- 
l»rtu< In biiiMiiii: Mii'l '«• il'«- vN"rkiiii: • l;i*.v,.s ili;n was 
:itii iiil'ij b\ !H"h-l'«i.il :'-^m!i^, ,iii'l il i^ .el h'-i here for 
inftirniai i'»ii. i •• \\\\\ 
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A TABLE SHOWING TUE PKICE OF MATE- 
KIALS ANT) LABOR AT SEVERAL DIFFERENT 
I'ERIODS: AS GIVEN AT THE PUBLIC BUILD- 
INGS IN WASHINGTON CITY. 



From 1703 to l«fH> 

SloiiecutUT's wa^res per day SI. 25 to $1.33 

Bricklayt'r*s wajres jierday 1.5(>to 1.75 

Carp«Mitor's wajfcs |>cr day l.<>0 to 1.5t) 

Lab«>rt'r's wa^res jht day 75 

Fri'v st«int» |H'r ton 7.0() to s.(X) 

Hrick jHT thousand 7.W 

Flank tl<K)rintr jht 100 ft*«*t 4.w»-'i 

Flank, inch clear, KK) feet 1.5i) to 2.<H> 

Flank, inch roujrh. mO feet l.U) 



18»H)-1«12 

$1.50 to $1.75 

1.5() to 1.75 

l.iW to 1.50 
.0 

«.00 tt» 9.00 

7.0<) to 7.5<) 
4.06^3 

1.5<> to 2.<H) 

1.25 to 1 5<> 



1815-1K30 



$2.50 to $2.75 

2.00 tt» 2.25 

l.<i2 to 1.88 

1.0() 
10.01) to 12.0t) 

«».00 to •).12 

7.5t) 

A.KW 

2.tti 



Washiiij^ton, January 25th. 1820, 

Samuel Lank, 
Com. Pub. Bldgs. 



r>tli MAYOK. 



SAMTKL X. SMALLWOOI). 1819—1822. 



Our lifth Mayor, who v/as the* hni(liu<2: d(*ah*r in lum- 
ber and buihliu<»: supidios, HvimI at the* roruor of 2n(l & 
X striMMs, Southeast, in the n(*ij;:hborhoo(l of Snuill- 
wood's Wharf hxat^Ml at the foot of 2nd stn^^t. South- 
east on the ''Kast(*rn itraneh,'' one of the main wharves 
of th(^(Mty. In JS2() thecnty had a popuhition of 13,474 
persons, of th(*s(* \\^K\M\ w(»r(» ((doHMl, bein^ about one- 
half slaves and th(» other lialf free* colored: or about 1-3 
colored, a ratio maintained to the pr(*S(Mit day; there 
W(*r(* 2,141 buildings in Washington. Tin* n(M<::hborin<j; 
Citv of Alexandria eonhiined J),S44 inhabitanis and 
(Jeor^(»town had 7,511), so that tlnMr eombintMl popula- 
is 
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tion exceeded that of the Capital. It was under Small- 
wood that the plans were adopted for a City Hall as 
prepared by tlie Enj^lisli arcliitect, (Teorji;e Hadlield, 
(who had s(*rvel in 1803 in tlie 2nd Council) and the se- 
lection was made of Judiciary Scjuare, the present site, 
for the purpose, inst(»ad of reservation 17 (now (lar- 
fleld Park), which was specified in the original plan of 
the City of Washingtcui. The structure was commenced, 
with imposing Masonic c(*rcmonies: 

KESOLlTiOX ArTII()KIZIN(i THE MAYOR TO 
TAKE POSSESSION OF Jl'DICIAKY SliUABE 
FOH THE ERECTION OF A (MTY HALL. 

RESOLVED by the Board of Aldennen and board 
of Ccmimon Ccmncil of the City of Washington, THAT 
the mayor be, and is hereby authorized, to take pos- 
session, with the consent of the President, of the 
TnitiMl Stat(*s, of such part of the Judiciarj' Square, 
soutli of E strci*t Nortli, for the puii^ose of erecting 
th(MH*on a V\{\ Ilall, and occupying the same for public 
purpos(*s. 

RESOLVED, That the fon^goiiig rescdution bt^ sub- 
mitted to th(* Prcsi(hMil of I lie I'uited States for his 
approbation 

Approv<Nl April 1, 1820. 

.June Sth. 1820. 
I approve tin* resoluti«ni of tin* Hciard of Aldernieo 
and boanl of comiiioii rouiicil of the city of Wash- 
ington of April 4tli, 1S20, s(» far as to authorizt* the 
Mayor ii» take pt>ssessioii of so mueh of Judiciary 
S<|nare as will be necessary for the erej-tion thereon 
of a (Mty Hall. Not kiKaviug tin* amount of ground, 
includc<l within the boumls ili^srribed, I will at an 



M. /. Weller — Four Mayors of Washington City, 1(^1 

early period cause to be marked out, by precise line, 
80 much as shall be fully adequate, on a liberal scale, to 
all public purposes contemplated by the resolution, 
which mav be authorized by law, 

James Monroe. 

After Smallwood had served one term the city char- 
ter was amended by Congress, May 15, 1820, pro- 
viding that the Mayor should be elected by the same 
persons who were qualified to vote for the members of 
the Board of Aldermen and Common Council, he was, 
therefore, elected to the position he was then occupy- 
ing, for a term of two years. 

April 5th, 1821, the Corporation enacted laws govern- 
ing the institution for the accommodation of the desti- 
tute poor, giving it the official name of the "Washing- 
ton Asylum"; this was located on M street, between 6th 
and 7th streets, N. W. 

Liberal appropriations by the City w^ere constantly 
being made for the improvement of streets? etc. An 
Act was also passed to pay to Francis Scott Key the 
sum of f()0. for his services ac counsel and attor- 
ney for the Corporation. The Mayor was also "author- 
ized and directed to lease to Messrs. Warren and 
Wood, or to trustiH^s to be appointed by the stockhold- 
ers to a new theatre or to i\\\y other person or persons, 
so much ground as shall be granted by the President of 
the Tnited States as a site for a theatre, for a term not 
exceeding twenty years, at an annual rent of ten dol- 
lars, conditioned that if said theatre shall cease to be 
used for dramatic exhibitions for a term of two years, 
such lease shall be void and of no effect and the Mayor 
is herebv authorized and directed in such event to take 
possession of said th(»atre and hold it subject to the 
future disposition of the said Corporation." Section 2 
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allows an extension of the lease for a further term of 
20 veal's, at a rent to b(» not less than 5 per et*nt of 
the n(»t elear profits, which may be derived from the 
use of said theatre etc. 

\Vhil(» labor and mati»rials were not expensive in 
thes(* pri!nitiv(» days, yet tin* cost of layinj^ sidewalks 
in front of bnildin<»:s by tin* Corporation exposed the 
owners to a tax of not l(»ss than $2.r)() to ?:i.00 per 
front foot, more than double the amount charged at 
the present time; still the paternal s(dieitude of the 
("itv fati!e]s fi»r the welfari* of the eommunitv was 
manifested in manv wavs, apiKirentlv th(*v W(»re never 
e<intented unless tl'.ey were en|L::a«::ed in framing; laws 
for the amelioration of th(Mr constituents; what with 
enaclin;;: sironj::er scav(*np*r laws, or measures rej:u- 
lalin;;: slaves or fret* p(»rsons of color, or adjusting sala- 
ries, it <an readily be seen that they were kept busy. 
When rec<*ipts fnun taxes W(*re insuflicient to defray 
expenses, the money was borrowed from the Hanks, or 
c(»rpnra(iiiu due bills in denomination id' y^i).7^i\ or $1.00 
were issiHMJ, or when lar;:«'r sums were neiMled, then 
loin*rir< wiiM- siaritMl to liiji* ihr atTairs over until 
mon«-v b»'j;Mii»* nmre pli-niirnl: the sale of lotterv tick- 
els t'urni>hrd ijn- nn*.in< not niilv to t-reci the Titv Ilall 
but aUo nili;!- imblit- ouililinu^. < 'hiirrJM's, (»vi»n, did 
\u\\ li-Jiiih III ;i\;!:I i !'«Mii-fI\ «•> nl' li<' nn-ans of lot- 
teiii-^ In r.ii-* tiin'U. in t'.ni i; r.m r< ;hlily b«* idaimed 
thill <lmin;^ ;i |Hii. i! ol uN^r iiti\ \i*ar< jniii-rirs wt»re 
nor niilv hilt rah'. 1 Inn iIm\ w i-i«' ;iI \n ;i\ < popular. 

AhnnF- S;ii.illun. ;'v f.il-. i,':iii . vpi;-.*] .June, isi!2, he 
\\a> >ih ni-di-.l li\ .M;i\.ir 'ri:.ii'i;i- t '.i Fo.ii v \\\\\\ serve«l 
umil diihi-, IM'L *\ I --n ill- V':\\ pn,iul.i/ S.uallwoofl 
\\a> ;i::;iiii <;illi-.l in il«- .M;'\«»iMli\ Ini' uiifnri unattdy 
wa> rrnM»\i-.| bv rii- ImimI «■( .h-.iM. tin S •pi»-;iilH'r .'tIMh, 
l.*^21. hi:- la-i piiblii A«i Im-Iu^ il:r I'mIIuw iiii:: 
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'' RESOLVED by the board of Aldermen and board 
of Common Council of the City of Washington, THAT 
the Mayor, the l*resideut of the board of Aldermen, 
the 'Pr(*si(leut of the board of Common Council, two 
members of each board of the Council, major general 
Rrown, commodore Tingey, Daniel Carroll of Dudding- 
ton and Kichard Bland Lee, esquires, be, and they are 
her(4)y requested to act as a committee in behalf of 
the citizens of Washington to make suitable arrange- 
ments to receive and entertain General Lafayette, in 
the Mc^tropolis of the Nation, of which he is the guest, 
and to make every arrangement to pay him that high 
respect to which his eminent services to the Republic 
so justly entitle him. 

RESOLVED that the said committee be requested 
to confer with the Pn»sident of the Fnited States upon 
the subj(ut of the manner of receinng General Lafay- 
ette, and to adapt their arrangements so as to harmon- 
ize with those of the national authorities. 

RESOLVED, that if in the opinion of the Mayor and 

(he Presidents of the two boards, it shall be considered 

expedient for \\w two boards to be conven(Ml to make 

furtluM* provisions for carrying into effect the arrange 

ments that may be ado])ted by the committee, then the 

Mavor shall convene the two boards in session for that 

purpose. 

Approved August 24th, L^24. 

Samuel N. Smali.wood, 

Mavor. 

Smallwood first (Mit(T(Ml public life in 1S04 when he 
was (*l(Mt(Ml tt) the ^^rd Council as Alderman, having 
liapine as his coll(»agu(% he occuj)ied a similar position 
in lS()r» ami was (*lect(Hl President of the board in 1809, 
S(»rving again in 1810 & 1811; he was the only one of 
our twent v inavors who (UimI while in ottice. 
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There were at this period eleven churches of all de- 
nominations in the City: the Masonic hall was on the 
West side of 11th street, immediately South of Pa, 
Ave., occupied now by the new Post Office, opposite 
the theatre, also called Carusi's saloon; the Orphan 
Asylum on 7th street, East side, between II & I 
streets; the Oeneral Post Office & Parent Office occu- 
pied the buildinji: on K street, betwiM^n 7th & 8th 
streets, on which the P. O. d(q)artment is now located. 
South Washin}i:ton was an island separated from the 
balance of the citv bv wat(*r courses and canals. Mem 
bers of Congress, Hepres<»nta fives and Senators re- 
ceived ?S.OO per <liem for tlndr scrvici^ when in at- 
tendanc(». A tariff reduction averaj::injx about ten per 
cent was allowed on all ^oods imported in American 
vessels as an incentive for tht* expansion of our com- 
mercial marines, (worthy of imitation now-a-days) 
while the District of Columbia had considerable direct 
conrm(*r(ial trattic with ft>r(M«::n countries, having two 
ports of rniry, (MM)r«::<'town and Alexandria, through 
whirli forei<::n <j:oods were r(MM*iv(Ml in lar^e (|uantitiei<. 



Tlir PKKSI|)HN'r: I*»rfiir<» adjournnMMit, I desire 
to ask I 1h' Suciriy wh^'tluM' iIhtc is iiny r(*s<dution or 
business ill «»rd<*r. If imt, 1 dcsir«* in tiirir name to 
(•xpr<»ss (o tin* ^«*nt IrnMMi wlio \\w\v addrcsstMl us the 
hearty thanks nf iIh* SimIimv. S«*vfrai nf the ad- 
♦lr<*ssrs, as you hav«* iioijimmI, sIiuw \«Ty th<»i'ou^h re- 
S4*arrii into ihr n-iords nf tiff riiy, and iiistnrical in- 
v»\sti;:atinn of ;:n'at valtM*. \\ r cnn^irat niatc tht* ^vw- 
I h*ni«Mi npnn t in* sn<(r>s of t lii*ii- ♦•ITorts; ami i*sptM-iallv 
may I >ay, in rr>pfrt of on«* of i»ni- mayors, Prt^r For^e, 
a nnuM* iH-antiftil t iIImHi*, «m i-lt-nt In dirtat« d fioni per- 
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sonal regard and esteem, has never been rendered to a 
citizen than that rendered to Peter Force's memory 
by Mr. Spoflford to-night. (Applause.) 

With this acknowledgment to all the speakers for 
the labor and the interest thej' have afforded the So- 
cie-ty and the audience, I await a motion to adjourn, ff 
there is no other business pending. 

Upon motion, the Society adjourned, sine die. 



OHHKKVATIOXS 

OXTIIK 

DKVKLOPMHNT OF TlIK NATION'S CAPITAL. 



l\v Taniiia<l;;<' A. LaiiibtTt. 



[Krad bcfon* ihv Soj-iiMy Jamiary 4, 1S97.] 



Tlu» t»V(iluii4Ui of tin* iiHMlmi state* inav Ix* iiieaHura- 
bly trarril in tl»(» <l«*vt»lopiiu*nt i»f its Capital (Mty. The 
fmiihlations of Lomlon aii<l Paris, it is tnu\ were laiil 
wiili lit tit* n»fi»ifihr to tlu* siilistMHii'iit i*«*i»n»seiitativt* 
tluirariris of ilin>(» I Wo citit-s aii«l at tiiiK's wluMi in*itlH*r 
tlu' autonoiiiv, nor ilir national ulorv of <irt*at Britain, 
or of I'raiUM' \va>^ fVfii r, nioifly aniicipaitNl. Fi>un 
tlir |M ri<»(l, lhi\vt»v<M\ w iifu Kn;^lan;l. nn*lt*r tin* vi«r<»r 
oii> Milr ii( tin* IManiau* ihts an^l I-'rantt ninlrr tin* po- 
litii >\\av ii\' l.ouis tl't- Kl 'Vt-uil:, i>r*«a:n«* in «*fTrrt, as 
Wfll a> in nanh\ a ii'o]i.iml:ly r«Miiraliz»*l ;;MVt*rn:nfnt, 
I.oihIi.u. a^ wi'll a^ Pari^, «-\|»anl«-.l in il'«- •lirtM-t ratio 
of na:i.<n.il uI'»^^tll an.l r. tl.-ri. 1 fail! fully tin* ;:fnius 
A^i na! ■••iiai iltv rl.«|»:n -nt. If ;1 i«» !» • i ru*- ^f tin* niftnip- 
»»li^ a« « i l«iiial!\ phr.iif,! ..n :!■,• l».iiik^ '^f tl'«' Thaiut-s 

ill. 1 .'■' ; ■ ■ . it\ «a>r..r. i> ^•■: i:i ■': w*-:' *i xlw St-int*, 

tl:i' ■•K^i 1 \ .n iiMi i^ ih» .'-^^ ;:>* in i*'-^p •<i «»f su«*li 
\ ••;:.:.• ..ip:*.'. ^ .i> \" ■'.•..;. I*-:.':, ^n I M"^«-i»\v. 

* 

W \. u ..'•:' .' . . -* '"*• TV .;T;.»n ai»ply til 



ik. 
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mac, the seed was sown, scarcely more than a centnry 
ago, which was preordained by the sower to germinate 
the mnnicipal plant which shonld grow with the 
gix)wth and develop witih tiie energies of the Nation. 

The hardy colonists emerged from their Kevolution- 
ary strnggle individnally free and personally independ- 
ent. The reaction from political thraldom and per- 
sonal dependence bad well nigb precipitated tbe op- 
posite evil of administrative paralysis and the nndne 
assertion of the rights of the individual man. History 
and the mistakes of history were equally before them 
and thej' were singularlv well fitted by native discern- 
ment and scholastic attainment to be instructed by the 
one and warned bv the other. That thev should have 
perpetuated, for a time, the errors of the Archaian 
I.eague and the Helvetic Cantons ought not to be for 
us so much matter of surprisi* as that, in swift recogni- 
tion of their mistake, they should have dissolved the 
nerveless bond of a confederacy and, having struck cmt 
for themselves in the science of politico-philosopliy, the 
essentially new and original idtsa of nationality, they 
should have boldly converted themselv(\s into a nation 
of i-onstituent States. 

When the Confestitutional Convention of 1787 met it 
was at an awful crisis in the affairs of mankind. Hs 
members had been tried by the triple fires of war, of 
political revolution and of j)l»ilosophical disputation. 
The area was mark(Ml by social convulsion, govern- 
mental disruption and th(»oretical speculations upon 
the institutions, the capabilities and the temporal des- 
tinies of mankind. To th(* highly bnnl and highly en- 
dov»ed members of this remarkable convention — some 
of whom held masters' degrees from the most noted of 
the English Universities — all that could be gleaned 
from the story of past dynasties was clearly revealed. 
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To the practical economics of Aristotle they added a 
profound knowledge of the institutional histories of 
Greece and Home and of the modern states which owe 
their orifjin to the dissolution of the Konian Empire. 
Above all thev had familiarized themselves with the 
valuable method of political comparison and of politieo- 
philoso])hical dis(|uisition which had been adopted by 
Montes(|uieu to sway, to direct and to captivate the 
minds of his cotemporaries. The deliberations of men 
so experienced, so endowed and, mentally, so well 
(M|uipped could not have failed to be productive of ade- 
([uate result. The event, however, was such as must 
have exceeded all cotemporane^ous expectation. With 
the simple formula ''We, the people,'' was projected the 
planetary system of States and Governments a crea- 
tion absolutely new, curiously unique and — most seri- 
ous consideration of all — wholly untried. It was no 
less than the astounding adaptation of the theory of 
nationality to an indeterminate numlw^r of municipal 
bodies each moving within its own political orbit inde- 
pendent of but, neverthele^sfs, in strict co-ordination 
with the other. It is as though the authors, in their 
(luest of a comprehensive syst(Mn of government which 
should sup])ly the deficiencies in the discarded leagues, 
allianc(\s and confe(l(a*aci(\s of the past, had imitated 
tli(* brilliant achievemcMit of their fellow countrvman, 
I^ranklin, and, ex])loring the* circumambient ether, had 
traduced from the planc^tary systcMu its primordial law 
for till* practical use and governnuMit of nuMi who were 
not more* desirous to be frc<' than to cons(*rve their free- 
dom by t.l»e self-impos(*'d restraints of Ordcn*. For the 
(lpv(dopm(Mit of this virgin idea tiiere was, luckily, at 
hand a virgin soil. No ch^arance of wiHMl-like preju- 
dice's and gnarliMl and misshapen customs was needed 
for its ])]anting and untranudhMl growth. How it ger- 
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minated and how beneficently it has developed the free, 
the contented and the prosperous condition of 70,000,- 
000 of tlie human race to-dav attests. 

This nation of component states and constituent citi- 
zens, unlike the governments previously known to his- 
torio{i:raphers, had, a^j we have seen an a priori exist- 
ence. Its scheme was established in advance or, at 
the most, at the very instant of its creation. Instead 
of arising fitfuUy and perilously upon the strata formed 
by successive civic convulsions — instead of projecting, 
as by alluvial accretion, a scheme of organic existence 
by the slow accumulation of customs and traditions, it 
started into being accurately defined and carefully lim- 
ited by the injunctions and the sanctions of a carefully 
devised written ctmstitution. Its advent wa« like that 
of the fabled Minerva — fully armed, with lance in rest 
and defensively provided with corselet, helm and targe. 

To me,, reflecting upon the events of this stupendous 
aera it has ever seemed that the moral and intellectual 
revolution which terminated with the overthrow of the 
Federation and eventuated in the birth of this mar- 
vellous idea of composite nationality was the most re- 
markable and salutary in the entire history of the hu- 
man race. The fame of it far transcends the reputa- 
tion, great as it is, which the actors in that revolution 
had just achieved in the recently concluded struggle 
for political independence. Both were timely for both,, 
as I have already observed, occurred at a su[)reme — an 
awful — crisis in the affairs of men. The one secured 
possession of that fi*eedom which the other is designed 
to pres<»rve. In the proiH)rti(ui that it is even more 
commendable to save than to accpiire is the relative 
[practical value to its possessors of the* fruits of the two 
revolutions. 

Having worked out this idea of nationality and 
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given it pennaueot shape and expression in the Fed- 
eral Constitution, it became the immediate ooneeru of 
those wlio had framed that instrument to provide for 
the abstract entity — the creation of their philosophieal 
specuhition — a fixed and independent abiding plai-e. 
It is the commonly received opinion that the reserva- 
tion of a s|)ecial and exclusive site for the naticurs 
capital was inspired by the apprehensi^m of possible in- 
terference with the freedom of U^gislation in situations 
not wholly subjected to the control of the general gov- 
ernment. The occunvnce of the military- emeute at 
lMuladel|>hia while the Congress was there assembled 
is usually referred to as conclusive of the correctness 
of this theory. I think, however, that the isolation of 
the Capital City of the country waa the result of a pro- 
founder and nu)re philosophical consideration. I pre- 
fer to rt*gard it as the logical consequence of the na- 
tional idea of government. While the newly, emanci- 
pated cfdonies yet constituted a league their several 
n*pres(;nialives were' essentially embassadors and 
when they met it was to consult upon a limited range 
of subjci-is relating, almosi exclusively, to matters of 
com:iion drfcnst*. For this purpose it little mattered 
wht*re ih(*v mi^^ht iiumm or that tlh^v should establish 
by coniiiioii roiisent a ]>cnuant*iit place of meeting 
within thr limits of anv tlrtnininatr statt*. There was 
no j^rtiund <*nnnnon to tht* <onfr(l(*rai'v which could 
serv«» th<' piii'iMisr of a pfnnanmt niiM*tlng phuv and if 
th<*i*t* luhl Ihmmi such cominon ^^round tht* fssiMitial mo- 
tive for d«*votin<: it to tliis purpo^^o was, of nect*ssity, 
wantin«r. Witli ihi* adoption of iln* Constitution that 
motivt* was disiinrtly snppUrd by th<' S4'lif*mc of na- 
tional unitv which the t'oiistitntion <*xhil»its. A na- 
tion was th<Trhy fornn il and with it, as a ntMM*ssary 
corollary, a national al»idin;: plat-i* was proj«Mtrd. The 
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one is as little conceivable apart from the other as 
would be the living torso from the governing head. 
What the sages — I had almost said the magicians — of 
the Constitutional Convention succeeded in doing was 
to frame a gigantic and unprecedented Corporation — a 
juristic being of colossal proportions whose constitu- 
ent elements were, primarily, persons in their normal 
and natural relations and, secondarily, persons in their 
abnormal and corporate relations. It is in the former 
or primary sense that the expression "We, the people 
of the United States" is used in the great constituent 
act of the new government. Unity had been sought 
for bv the Articles of Confederation — Union was ae- 
complished under the Constitution. The latter is a 
charter resting upon solemn covenant — the former 
had b(H^n a [)act resting upon consent — a mere rope of 
sand. Out of the projected union had been evolved' 
I he i)aramount idea of Nationality. The states were 
to Ik? no longer bound together by a friable league. 
They w(»re to become the component parts of a natiouJil 
system who^e primary constituents would be the indi- 
vidual citiziMis of the sev(»ral States. From the coor- 
dination of the States was to Ik* evolved a government 
whereof (»ach state would be an elenuMit and which 
would, by its V(»ry essence, be inclusive of all the State 
or, as the idea is sometiuK^s sought to be expressed, the 
Stat(*s wen* to b(H*ome intprrii in impvrio. 

If I hav(» be(Mi clear in stating my view of the origin 
of our gov(»rnnH*nt it beconu^*^ (*asy to understand why 
its founders should hav(* sought, simultamH)Usly with 
its organization, to establish a suitable place for it& 
administration. It is e([ually comprehensible why the 
site* to b(» s(*lect(Nl should hav(* b(*en sul)j(*rt(Ml to its (*x- 
rlusivi* jurisdiction, if it is dcM-med expediiMtt to es- 
tablish for a corporation, wln^tluM- privat<% public or 
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quasi-public, an office for the unfettered transaction of 
its aflfaii's how much more must this necessity have iiu- 
pivssed itself upon the minds of our Constitution fraiu- 
ei*s in respect of the transcendent corporation which 
they were enj^aj^ed in creatin*;? 

The result, as we know, was the selection by Wash- 
ington and the acc(»ptance by C-on^ivss of the an^a of 
ten mih»s s<|uare which formed the ori(>;inal limits of 
the Federal District. A more unpromisin|>; site could 
starcely hav<* bt»en pro]M)sed tt) the fashionable and ex- 
clusiv(* set.« of such centers of luxury and rettnement 
as the cities of Philadel])hia, New York, Albany and 
Boston are represented U\ hav(^ be(*n at that time. To 
make it incumbent upon the re])resentatives of such 
culturtMl constituencies to abandon, for even a time, 
their highly civilized surroundin{::s, for the Council 
• House lo4*ated in a comparative wilderness was, in 
efT(Mt, to rcMpiire tluMu U\ rejH^at some of the self-sacri- 
ticinj:: (»xperienc(»s of their hardy anc(*wtors when, as 
pioneers, they ths^^erled the soft delij^hts of European 
society to plant liie seeds of civilization in the virgin 
soil (»f tile new world. Animat(Hl, it may be, by much 
the same sjnrj! of lnruism and self abne«:ation these, 
tln»ir wniiliy d<*sceudants, failed not, at the call of dniy, 
to sa( ritii-e personal eomfnr! for the pnl)li<' weal. They 
i-anje, liiey saw, they ion<HHTed- as well their individ- 
ual prejuilires as I he natural obsiiirles by which they 
were surnninde<l. W <»st of Koek tVeek, the pat- 
ented Knek of Dumbarton exhibited a social founda- 
tion alreadv tiftv veais old aii<l a itilinre not second in 

• • • 

somt* respects to that whirh t'oriinMJ ihe boast of the 
cities I have named and Alexandria was a chief <*ni- 
|>orium of the Sonth. Lookin;;, however, eastward of 
the CriM-k the Fedt-ral rity, about which sperulaiion 
was naturally rife, existed, ]»rarii4ally, in the inia^ina- 
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tions of men save, so far, as their imaginations may 
have been stimulated by the only tangible evidence of 
existeni*e afforded by the magnificent, I had almost 
said, the magniloquent, plan of the prescient L'Enfant. 
The pioneer, however, was speedily at work. Before 
the nervous tension of hie stalwart arm the forest rap- 
idly disappeared — marsh was ti'aiiwfonned to ivrra 
firmu and, mtih the erection of the (^apitol, tQie Execu- 
tive Mansion, Post Office and other buildings appeared 
at first in rows, as if for mutual encouragement and, 
then, singly, here and there, along the rudely defined 
streets and avenues, the dwellings of tho«e who, in-, 
spireil by the courage of their republican convictions, 
ventured to establish, amid such unfamiliar and un- 
promising surroundings, their LarcH and Pvnatcs. All 
honor to these adventurous founders of our Nation's 
Capital. For them existed no hope of civic honor and 
official recognition. They were not even at liberty to 
style themselves citizens of the territory whose waste 
they had redeemed. They were residents, merely, or, 
more properly, comorants. The single reservation 
made in their favor by the acts of cession of right in 
the soil which they severally possessed distinguished 
tbK.»m from squatters or actual trespassers. With no 
expectation of political preferment they were content 
to relinquish the cherished right of suffrage and to link 
their fortunes with the nascent destinies of the infant 
capital of a no less infant republic. It is not easy to 
withold our admiration for the confiileuce which in- 
spired those early dwellers within our gates — equally 
in the stability of the new government and in the suc- 
cess of its projected capital. For many decades this 
confidence was subjectively sustained. The work of 
capital-buiMiiig, unlike the vigoi-ous work of nation- 
building, absolutely languished. Notwithstanding 
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the liberal donations in laud which had been made by 
the Nineteen proprietors of the city's territory; not- 
withstanding the gratuity by Maryland of f72,000 and 
by Virginia of |1 20,000 nninificent offerings both, when 
we reflect that they proceeded from the exche^juers of 
» war-ridden and impoverished communities, the work 
of improvement went forward witli painful slowness. 
Making all due aHowauce for the exigencies — the res 
aifffiiHtar doini — of the fe(U»ral government in the first 
quarter of the centuiy, the extreme parsimony exhibited 
by successive ( 'ongr(*ss(*s in dealing with the territiiry 
conimittiMl to tlieir exclusive charge by the (Nmstitu- 
tion has never sciMued to me to be capable of justifica- 
tion. Hence, I n»peat the confidence of flie earlier in- 
habitants in the future stability of the capital was for 
decades, aye for a generation or more, subjectively 
nourished. It certainly derived support from no ex- 
tra mM>us scmrces. 

I have adverted to the lib<*rality of the nineteen origi- 
nal proprietors in dealing with the Commissioners for 
laying out the Fcjleral city. It is not claiming too 
much to assert that history shows few parallels to the 
disinterestedness of these lilM»rty-loving farmers — 
these sintple ntinded gentry of the soil. 

It has l)ee:i the fashion to disparage their motives 
and to hi»ld that they wei-e not fret* from a speculative 
regard for the elTiMt whirh the loration of the nation's 
capital might exert njion the ri»sidue of their landed 
p«>ssessions. It slHMild l)e reinenilieHMl, however, that 
their holdings houndiMl upon a navigable stream whose 
availability for c«unmerrr had already assured the 
prospi*rity of the neighboring rity of Alt*xandria and 
was rapidly developing the rontiguoiis municipality of 
tSeorgi town. The lands of these ])roprietors were yet 
more a*lvantageously loriiied than eiih«*r of the towns 
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I have mentioned, j^ince tliev were bounded on two sides 
by the l*otomae and its navifjjable Eastern Branch. 
There was every reason, therefore, to anticipate the 
ultimate rise, at this point, of a city which, iK^ssessing 
a more extensive naviji^able front than either Alexan- 
dria or Georgetown, would s])eedily overreach both in 
the race of commercial [)rosperity. Besides, the sug- 
gestion is not to be tolerated that the selection of the 
sit(* for the federal city was determinable by the cupid- 
ity of the government, on the one hand, or the siK^cula- 
tive schemes of individuals on the other. Perish the 
very thought that such ignoble aims could have influ- 
enced the one or such venal considerations have ani- 
uiated the other! I prefer to believe^ — and 1 think 1 
am sustained in the belief by contemporaneous records 
— that the liberal donation of 3,00() acres of private 
land for streets and of 1)82 acres, in 10,13() building lots 
lo the general government, proceeded uiK)n motives as 
disinterested as they were patriotic and liberal. If 
this was, un'hai)pily, not the case ci^rtainly the anticipa- 
tion of any great appreciation of their retaincMl ludd- 
in«::s bv r(»ason of the location of the federal citv were 
very inaihMjuately reali/AMl in the lives of the original 
proprietors and llu\y must liav(» found occasion, more 
than once, to rue the day when th(\v sacrittced arable 
and i)roducliv(* acrc^s for imperf(M*tly proj(*cted and illy 
paved stnu^ts and lots that served no other purp(^se 
than to [lasture the domestic cows and goats of a new 
and struggling population. 

lIow(*V(*r this mav havi* beiMi the citv, ill favored as 
yet, gr(»w as th(* nation d(*V(dop(Ml and waxed, (event- 
ually, sturdy and strong, it was not, we must con- 
fess, a pirturescjue growth. Tiu* older siMtions exhil)it, 
at this day, th(» d(*plorable abscMice (jf architectural 
atlornmenl fnnu the dwidlings of that primitivt* time. 



282 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

The sanitary (ronditioii, too, of the h>w-lyin}j area wa» 
Hoinethiug hardly coneeivable by those of a later jifen- 
eratioii ae(]uainted only with the hypenic attributes of 
the modern sewer and the b(m(»fic(»nt reHults of uiarHial 
reclamation. It is within the writer's memory that al- 
most the entire limits of what was known in earlier 
mnnieipal phraseol<ij2y as the First Ward — a section 
which lias always been devoted to fashion and diplo- 
macy — the malarial intimMice <if nei^jfhborin^ and ex- 
posed alluvial dei>osit was exhibited in the continual 
recnrrcMict* of fever and aj;ue. I know wheri*of I speak 
for about the close of mv first d(»cad(» I was an inmate 
of my «irandmotli(»r's lioiisehold on I b(»twe<Mi 18th and 
lllth streets and the n^nuMubrance of my truly bitter 
exjMM-icnces with daily doses of quinine to avert or U\ 
niitipit(* the (|uotidian or tertian alternation? of Rhiv- 
erinjx eold and throbbing heat is yet vividly retained. 
The fact, too, that I was only one of a multitude of suf- 
fen»rs from the same annual endemic never BU}!{i:eRted 
itself for a !uoaient as a solace to my childish Bensibili- 
ties. It was pan*, unailullerated and unmitigated suf- 
fering: — made all I 1m* more iiitol<*rable by the now ex- 
ploilcd th(M»iy whirl) dcniftl to the parched lipn of the 
fever siiiikrn |Kiti<»ni the cap*rly lonj;ed-for drau«>ht 
(»f cool and liiiipid water. Happily for the present 
<r<Mieration the devt*lnpnieni of srieiiie and a more lib- 
eral poliry oit the pari of the ;:overnnH*ai has removeil 
the evil to which 1 refer. The f(»tid and sta<:nant stream 
which formerly biserieil the city a ltd eoii verted one of 
its halvi's into a veritable island has been cov(M*ed auid 
converteil t«» its le;:itiiiiate use as a rhmm nuLrimn. In 
other directions sewers railiate fioni similar trunks in 
conformity with a systmi that is yet approachin<j: pf»r* 
fection. The malaria breedin;; shallows of the Poto- 
mac are bein;: fast rerlainied to /w/// //////// and it is not 
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to be doubted that the swamps whieh fiinjre and dis- 
figure the Kastcrn I^raneh of that river will shortly dis 
ap[)ear in response to the intelligent demands of 
seienee. All this has been Hie result of thirtv vears of 
l)ro«iress. Tf we add five yi ars to that period in retro- 
s[)e(t what a vastly dilTerent spectacle presents itself 
to tin* m(»ntal vision from that which <j:reets us out- 
wardly at pr(\<ent! 

Then ^rim-visa^ed ,var n ared his horrid front within 
th(* laud. Th(» growth of national i)rosperity had in 
some respects transcended the development of the cap- 
ital city. Visitors from neiji^hborinji^ cities did not at- 
tempt to conceal thi» disappointment and disj^just with 
which they contrasted thi» superior attractions of their 
(»\vn municipalities with the sordid attribut(»s of the 
nation's cajiital. The really su])erior private resi- 
dences mi<iht have been readily counted. The section 
boundctl bv K, Fourteenth, the Boundarv and bv Kock 
('r(»ek which is now occupied by palatial improve- 
nuMils was then but sparsely inhabited and in ^reat 
part uninhabitable by n»ason of its marshy character. 
The UHjre prc^tentious dwcdlin^s were to b(» found about 
I.atayettt* Stpiare and f<jr a limited distance alou«i: the 
streets from F to \V west of SixteiMith street. F strt*et 
from Sev(»nth to Fifteenth affordt d no su;4:<^('stion of its 
prt»s(Mit availability for business purpos(*s and, if I re- 
member ((uriMlly, was not evcMi paved or, if pav(Ml at 
all, i»aved only witli cobblestones such as :nad(» lN*nn- 
sylvania Avenue, throu<::hout its entire h»n^th, a veri- 
table bed of tortun*. North of F strei»t I do not n*call 
a sin^h* carriaj^e-way that was (»ven macadamized. On 
more than om* <M*casiou I r(Mn(MubtM* to have s(mmi lon<r 
trains ot ai*my waitons stalled in tht» mud of 11 stre(»t 
and of KM:r(h» Island Av(Miue. 

At that tiuK* I \vas an un(l(»r<iraduale of the (leorj^e- 
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town rniversity. The divad alarum had broken, wiili 
startling effect, upon the i>i»areful (iuietu(h» of our aea- 
deniie surroundin*»s. What is worse, the exi«i:eneies of 
th(* situation inadi* it n«M(»ssarv to (piartc^r upon us, for 
a tinn*, th(* Sixty-ninth r(*<»inMMit of N. V. National 
(iuard. This regiment was ronij^osed, (exclusively, of 
g(*nuinc sons of Krin — (»v(»r r<»ady to ti^iht for the liber- 
ties of oth<»rs though pow(M*lcss to unit(* in defense* of 
th<*ir own. Tlu* men had hiM»n hastily must(»red into 
service and upon th(*ir arrival at lii(» ('ollc;;(» w(»n* un- 
discipiint .1 and somewhat im])atient of restraint. 
Thev wei(» on t h(* borders of th(» (Miemv's counirv, too, 
and theii fervid ima^iitations inclined th(*m to see an 
armed foi* in rverv objiMi which lh(»v vi(»wed in the un- 
certain li;ihl of tlu» ^loaminj^; or un<l(»r tiu* dark(*r shad- 
ows of nij^hi. The result of the ium-vous tension was 
sp(M*dily (^xh.ibited. Ni;;ht after ni^rht and sometimes, 
at iiiltMvals durin;r tlM» saine nijrht, liie inmates of the 
(%)lle;:e wtMild be aroused by tin* sharp and suc(*essive 
calls of the sentries in i-esponse to the alarm of an out- 
ly'*^r^ l)ickt»t. followt'd immediately by the roll of the 
drum, the lapid foiniatinii of tht* men under arms and 
their swifi rhil ii^riim depart ur*» f>»r t he seem* of thesup- 
posrd aiiin k. Tl!«* ri-siili wjis niiifoi-mly the same. In- 
stead nl .fib Siii.iri ;iiiij I 111- r>l;Hk lloi'sr cavalrv of a 
preilainiv Ikiii.I uf \';illi\ i:n<*;illas, soim* peacefully 
"razini; riMv ni- iiin-ii^ih diN-jiniiii: Imu would be «lis- 

r|i»v»M| b\ lih' pI'nij.JiML: Ij.I \ «• ;irt > k\\ |1'<' forloI'U hop(* aS 
1 In* >«»]•• /» ^ n inni riin.^i In Hi. Tlh' \\ lili'i's eiH'ou liter with 
oih- nf I l:i--«' l'\ '^h'ljr.i I i:u;ii «U i^ \ i\ i.||y impi'i'ssrjl upon 
l:i> .ih*m« r\ . Tl •• ^•■! Ii»- w js ll-i- t'llli-ue rnnijm.s - lh«» 
I ^^v\\ \N . 11. ;m\ .N i ••r»- 1» -i .\ ■ ii mi liili:!:! \\\\\ tla »vn. A 
SMii.il l! iMiiiii m1 ii'iM-n.il ,ii ; : .1. I i\ fih*^^ in nfi,t:l»!n'r- 
i?ii; \\\-\ r-fiM\\ n I ;i ! jni <• ! ; I ■ \ m: ri- rnl|i'i:i;i n tu dis- 
r« ;:a:"d f Im- ;-ii Ii* rnmi»*« ;«• I \\\\\* i l-i- .-m : j\ « jiKin^ nf i hf 



T. A. Laynbcrt — Dci'clopnunt of the Nation's Capital- 285 

(\)lh*^( ^at<*s. In <anti<*ii)ation of his late return he 
had se(Min*(l, fnini the oftieer of the day, the eoveted 
count ersij4;n. Knowin*;: by experience that it was im- 
praclicahle to bribe the (Urhmi-s of the outer jxirtal 
noiliin^jj,* nsnained for our jid venturer but to scale the 
wall and trust to the cabalistic countersij::n for his safe 
and unobserved attainment of the dormitory. Fate, 
how( ver, was a<i:ainst him. He had climbed the wall 
successfully at a jxiint of deepest shadow and was 
sjH^edin^ stealthily acKo^w the Interveninji: vampns 
when (*very nerve was tlirilled by the sharp and anjjijry 
call of a hitherto invisible sentry to halt! follov/ed by 
the demand **\Vho <joes there?" Before our startled 
truant could make the usual response of '*A friend!'' 
th(» ominous click of tlu* musket lock was borne upon 
his ears and, in the dim li<»;ht of the stars, he beheld the 
point of a bayonet nervously agitated within a few 
inches of his breast. The situation was embarrassing 
to say ihe least. The sentry's trepidation was mani- 
fested by th(» (juiverinjj: of his jiiece and the excited 
repetition of liis demand for the countersiji^n. This our 
stU(l(Mit found to his consternation he had totally for- 
j4:otten. Like the self-imprisoned poacher in AH I^aba's 
new found cave, he ran over, frantically, in his mind 
ev(*rv conceivable svllabh* that could, in the remotest 
4lej::r(M», nuall the cabalistic countersij»:n. He was con-^ 
fronted bv two evils almost eiiuallv formidable. The 
one was th(» imminent danp»r of b(4nj; shot by the ac- 
ci<lental discharge of the nervously handled weapon — 
th(» oth(»r that the st^ntrv's crv of alarm would disclose 
the fad of liis escapade* to the (Ndlep^ authorities. To 
obviate tli(» latter our stud(»nt resorted to every per- 
suasive of which he was master, but in vain. The sen- 
try ccMild not l)(* [)t*rsi^i(l(Ml that he had before him a 
mild and inolYensive academician instead of a rebel 
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8cout backed, in the shadows beyond, bv a whole de- 
tachment of bloodthirsty guerillas. Finding that no 
alternative remained, therefore, the sentry was urgnl 
to call the guard which, being done, our hero was recog- 
nizetl by the (.'orixiral and permitted to seek the quiet 
and seclusion of his couch without further interrup- 
tion. Whether it was that the eye of an indulgent pre- 
fect refused to note the dereliction or the frequency of 
similar alarms had made the college guardians indiffer- 
ent to inquiry, I do not know, but in this instance, cer- 
tainly, the penalty failed to follow the crime. 

During the sojourn of the TiUth within the (\>llege 
bounds a most impressive sight was witnei^siMl by the 
writer. Tlu* men of the ivgiment were, probably with- 
out exception. Catholics. A temporary altar had been 
erected for their spiritual accommodation at the south- 
ern extn*mity of the rumpus which overl(M>ke<l the Po- 
tomac and was plainly visible from the (opposite hills 
which formed the siinq) Virginia shore. It was the 
custom of the regiment, which numbereil 1,400 men, to 
assemble, daily, on tJte o[m'u rampus for early mass. 
On an esperially chuidless morning in Maiy of that 
year, lsr>l, the men wen* kni't'ling, nearly pivtstrate, at 
ilt(* raimn the most solemn ntoment of the service* 
The n^gimenial hand wImcIi, up to that m4)ment, had 
jHinre«i a tiood of sacred melody upon the i>alpitatiug 
air, was silent and not a sound broke the solemn still- 
ness save, possibly, the I witter of a passing bird. At 
this supn'in«* rrisis in the siin-tMl rereuHiny my eyes 
were rivetted to ilu* cn*st of tin* opposite hills by the 
glilli'r of arms and military acrontrennMits. A group 
of Toiift d(*rate otlicers, atten«l«d by a small <:nanl of 
ravalrymiMi «Migag<Ml in ri'innnoiiering ami attracted, 
t*vidently, by the i-eiM-ni strains of martial innsir, had 
halteil whi'U in full view i»f tin* rolle;:e grounds and 
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were intently studyin*;', by the aid of {^lasses, the cu- 
rious and unusual spectacle afforded by the reverent 
\vorshii)ers in blue. It was like the ominous hush 
which precedes the bursting of the tropical tornado. 
Hut two months hence and the participants in that 
peaceful May-morn pantomime would be struggling for 
victory and tinding death or wounds in the coil of bat- 
tle on the blook-soaked plain of Manassas by the red- 
dened stream of Bull Kun. The picture is one of the 
few which life presents to remain unfaded at its close. 

During the period of which I speak the public facil- 
ity for making the journey (and the term may be taken 
in its literal sense) from the Navy Yard to Georgetown 
was affored bv the omnibus line controlled and owned 
bv Cornelius Vanderwercken. I remember the name 
because it was intimately associated in my boyish 
fancy, with that of the mysterious Vanderdecken of 
Flying Duchman notoriety. Not that there was any- 
thing in the si>ee(I of Vanderwercken's vehicles to sug- 
\;:,i'':^{ the rapid-transit (jualities of Vanderdecken's spec- 
tral ship. But — and I blush to own it — a fancied re- 
semblance between the names ever associated the two 
in my boyish fancy and the coincidence was probly 
stnMigtIiened by comparing the discomforts of the<mini- 
bus with the leg(»ndary ills which threatened him who 
would rashly board the pirate's spellbound craft. 
These ills, however, I always aimed to mitigate by 
climbing to a seat beside the driver from which coigne 
of vantag(» I couhl interest myself sufliiciently in pass- 
ing objects to measurably forget the misery of being 
jtdted and bruised, almost beyond endurance, over the 
rough i)av(Mnent of Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Tl!(* unpavcd condition of the stre(»ts and avenues at 

this tiint* \vas pi*(Mluctiv(» of unijualitied discomfort. In 

iht* comnarativelv drv s(*ason of sumnu^r (*v(»rv (dectric 
I • • • 
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tiMnpcst was l!(*ral(hMl by a v(»rital)h* (hisi-stonn of <M>r- 
nsiHUidiii;; violciict* and of all-i)i*rva(liiij^ dimensions. 
TlHM»fF(Mt of lli(»s(* frcMpuMit visiiations ui)on llie intlani- 
niable lenip(*rs of niodid lioiis(»\viv(*s may be imagined 
bnt cannot b;* (h^scribed. In \\w wet months of win- 
ter and spiin*:: tl»e <arria<::(»-ways wen* often rivers of 
mnd and, in somt» instan(M*s, w(M<», imb^Ml, absolutely 
impassable. Th<» eontinual movtMnent of apparently 
interminabh* wa<;on trains and u\ Iar«;(» bodi(»s of eav- 
alrv and inf'antrv tend<Ml, as mav be inta)L!:ined, to in- 
t(*nsifv tl:«* disco!nfo:ts of the situation. 

lla|>i>ily, the aera (»f \'ander\V(»rrken sta^i s like that 
of tl»r riving Dntehnjan is ndt»^ated to (he past and 
sanriiliiMl bv tradition. Thi^ cobbh^-stones and the* din 
<'arria;:ewavs ai-e no h*ss traditional and as mueh mav 
be, luckily, said of the* marvtdlous i>erv(»rsion of taste 
which would have mad(» of INMinsylvania Avenue a 
perpetual tnnmnlu nihri by th(» presen<-e, throughout its 
length, <if tin* prim and shaihdess -th(» inc*xpressibly 
fumM'ial poplar of Lnmbardy. 

It is somewhat iiion* thait a ct»nturv since the first 
President of the Uepublic madt* his nejx'Miations for tht» 
land v.h.ich should cnustitut<' the natioiTs capital. A 
<*eniurv has nut yet passed siiii-e ('(Hiji:ress first asseni 
bletl within its boumls. A hundriMl vears ordinarilv 

• 

i iiunts fnr little in the a^^e of cities (H* siai<*s. History, 
for instanc<*, fails to measuie the ii:nt» wliich actually 
elapsf d before the vauhinji ambition of b*onM» o'er- 
leaped the narrow bounds <d* tin* nrhs nutnlmfii. It was 
many centuries bi*foie the uneipial ^rowih of Lon Ion 
;^ave assurance i»f her pr«*seni |»errh'ss developnuMit 
aitd the same may be said <»f Taris and of oii«er rtda- 
tively importaitt capitals of Ijiioprau slates. Tom- 
pared with the older proiuiypeN to which I r«*fi*r the 
urosvth of \\'asl»in;;ton u av i;-ulv be said to liav.* b mmi 
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phenomenal. In tliis it naturally partakes the na- 
tional development of which it is the center and the 
heart. In the ratio of the nation's pro<»:re'S.s has been 
the pro«::ress of its central political mart. Sensitive to 
every economic influence that could affect the }»;eneral 
weal, the city has reflected, in its i)hysical no less than 
in its social, moral and int<»llectual features, every 
sta^e in the evolution of national advancement, man 
ners, ethics and mental culture. It has shared no less 
in the operation of those causes which have retarded 
national development. Chief among; these was the al- 
most incomprehensible cancer on the body politic — the 
blight of human slavery. With the excision of this 
tumor by the heroic surgery of war the vital fluid, hith- 
erto ari'csted in its energizing flow, coursed through 
every artery and informed all parts of the corporate 
system alike. It wa« impossible that the heart should 
fail to receive its i)roportionate supply and, from that 
Irippy period, may be <latcd the establishment of per- 
fect symi)athy and accord between the development of 
the nation and th<* develoi)ment of the capital city. 
Tli(» cause \vl:i( h quickens the pulse of any member of 
this ideal svstem of nationalitv affects, as bv a subtle 
telepathy, the cardiac center and is fostered or resisted 
just as it may be beneficial or injurious to the political 
body. 

As we glance, in retrospection, through the vista of 
an hundnNl years how the heart is (|uickened and the 
imagination fired bv the dramatic sccMies which hav(» 
been (»nact(Hl within these narrow bounds. What 
matchless (*lo(|uence has Ixhmi evoked in the assertion 
of our nation's rights — of the liberty of our kind. What 
anathemas have been hurled at wrong, at tyranny, at 
oi)pr(*ssion. What colossi hav(» moved among us — 
what intellects have towered in our midst. The very 
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streets are consecrated by the tread of heroes. At 
K WW tiiri] arise* Valhallas constructed bv the revereu- 

• a. 

I iai touch of Meniurv. 

licie has bee II (he s(»a( of a line of illustrious execu- 
liv(»s. I'"roni Washington to ('h»v(dand — what nation, 
laiown to the historio^ra[»h(*r, pr(*st*nts a succession of 
njh*is (Mjually unseltish, (Mjually patriotic and e<iually 
fri'(» from the vices which inure, almost universally, to 
till* e.\(*rcis(* of similarly (*xtensiv(* ]M»wers? 

I'lcim this [)oint has radiated, throu^ih all these years 
and to all parts of the [)olitical system, tlu* [)otent ex- 
pn*ssion of tin* h*^islativ4* will, lien* tin* destinies of 
the nation hav(* lit*en slian(*d bv ('lav, bv \V(*bster and 
by a host of stai(*smen and t»arnest siuilents of political 
science. This city has lM*en, at all times, thi» rallyinjjj 
jMiin! nf the nation's d(*ft*nders. It was so in war — it 
i> pr(*eminently so in lime of [»eac(*. Here is btdn;:; ex- 
IMiunded an<l h(*re has lH*en exi)ound(*d, from time to 
time, since the foundation of the {^ov(Mnment, the teu- 
• iN of (I'.at wond(*rfuI cond<*nsation <d' human wisdom 
as a|»|die<l to tin* ;;overnnM*!it of man — the ("ouHlitu- 
lion. Here fhr p<-n ot Marshall was busied for more 
liian fliiriy years in liie exposition of that <;:real char- 
ier of onr ri;^l!is and ;^ovi rnmeni. lb*r(* lu» and liis il- 
iii.viiinns r«»lle;i;iiH s aiid I'.js and I heir succ(*ssors have 
btrii, and tin* >iii\ivnis yei ;irr, familiar li;;ures upon 
' 1: • si iM-ris and I linioii::Jira r. s of I lir capital whost* sta- 

!»'.Iil\ llM'N l;a\r dnilr mi llMlrJl |o asSUPe. 

1 lad 1 1:«- < 'miiv{ i( Hi itiii done no nmrr i han render pos- 
>;lii- >iH ii an aiiun^i and ii:'i'|Hua«l:;iblr li'ibunal ft»r 
( !.'• adniini^i iaiinn nt jn>ii< r it> riai:n upon our admira- 
ii'.n ninNi l!a\<' i)> < n t ranxcndn ni . I>ni il has done 
•fiiii*. In « ii-ai inn i In* Na ; i.»n'> rapii;i 1 ji jias provid<*d 
a >anr[na:\ Inr il-'- Naiion*> fieiMlnm a training 
ui'Mind I"!' il> liln !(ii-^. li i^ nn«- (liini: l«» be fr<*e it 
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is another and a greater thing to merit freedom. Free- 
dom and ignorance are halting companions. Neither 
is freedom compatible with vice. The soul that is en- 
thralled cannot animate the stroke which would free. 
Hence the need of instruction and of instructors in the 
?<cience of liberty. Hence the need of a place which 
.should be devoted, exclusively, to that f^xalted cult, 
appreciating this need the framers of the Constitution 
provided for the government's exclusive control of such 
l)lace as might forever serve for the location of the 
ti niple of national freedom. Here it is provided that 
the sacred rites shall be perpetually performed and 
liHre it is ordaininl that the sacred fires shall burn un- 
queucJiably. 

Made sacred by the associations of a glorious past, 
our city claims the admiration of mankind not less on 
that account than because of her rapidly developing 
physical and intellectual graces. She hajs garnered, 
in rich profusion, the mental treasures of the globe. 
In every departnii^nt of science — in the realms of lit- 
erature and of art she is the peer of every co-existent 
capitaU It needs only the erection of that fondest 
dream of her founder — a National University — to make 
h(*r limits the intellectual Mecca of the civilized world. 

Fifty years of progress have been compassed within 
the period that has elapsed since the termination of the 
Nvar. Few streets remain un])av(Ml and the urban lim- 
its are being rapidly pushed to the exterior bounds of 
the District. The awkward municipal divisions which 
formerly characterized the latter have yielded place to 
an autonomous government. What was (leorgetown 
once is West Washington now and the T^evy Court has 
long since expired with the County it was supposiul to 
govern. Miles of stately edifices usurp the place of 
s<jualid t(»n(Mnents or unconverted marsh land. The 
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prophetic plan of Washington and the zealous L'En- 
fant haB been realized in all essential details. The na- 
tion, become acquainted with its capital through the 
.cxi;:(Micies of the war, has decreed that the future pros- 
lK»rity of tliat nipital shall be commensurate with its 
own. 

It may be said of our bidoved Capital (Mty that as 
she was, practically, baptized by the fires of war so has 
she bi»en by war confirmed in her carei^r of prospt^rity. 
Consecrated forevermore to Peace and to the Arts of 
ptace, may she be peii^etual with the Nation which 
gave her birth! 
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away from \Vaslnii};tf)n, to any part of the Union, to 
superintend the erection of fortifications or other pub- 
lic works. 

Captain Montgomery (\ JIeij»s liad shown such 
marked ability in the conduct of this jijreat undertak- 
ing that Congre.ss, by the use of the language in the act, 
merely intended to thus express its approval of his 
lab(;rs, and that he continue in the charge thereof, but 
not in any wise to restrict th.e constitutional powers of 
the President. However, it is worthy of notice that 
a few daysiifter the mtissage mentioned. Captain Meigs 
was relieved of the charge of the aciueduct, and in July, 
18<i(), he was ordered to Fort Jefferson, Tortugas, Flor- 
ida, in connection with the public works at that place. 
He remained there but a few months, returning in Feb- 
ruary, 18()1. 

Captain Meigs assumed charge of the work at its in- 
ception, after the appropriation of $5,000 was made in 
1852. The surveys, projects, and estimates for the gen- 
eral system of water supply for the city which is now 
in use, were prepared by him. (See his report of Feb- 
ruary 12, 1858, S. Ex. Doc. 48, 2d sess. 32d Congress.) 
Manv difficulties arose in its construction — vallevs had 
to be arched and hills reipiired to be tunnelled in order 
to provide for the conduit; but the engineering genius 
and force of Captain Meigs was ecjual to the occasion. 

The most serious obstacle encountered was at Cabin 
John run. The ravine was too wide and deep to fill, 
and the only solution was an aqueduct over the valley. 
At first it was decided to span it with a bridge of ma- 
sonry supported on a series of piers and arches, at an 
estimated cost of $72, 40t), considerably below the ulti- 
mate c<)st of the present structure. (See p. 2() S. Kx. 
Doc. 48, 2(1 sess. 82d Coingn^ss, snpni,) Subseciuently 
tliis phin was ehang(Ml, and it vv^is determined that the* 
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I)r(^seiit iiia<»niHcent affair should bo coii'Structed, to ex- 
cel any stnictun* of its kind on eart'li, and at the same 
time to b(^ a histin*^' and imperishable monument to the 
*»enius of its en^inei^r and to tlu* possibilities of modern 
bridge buildin^;-. To the day of his deat^h, Captiiin 
31(4<»s \vais i)rou(l of his ac^hievenuMit. 

Early in th(» year IS,")!, before any work had been 
done on th(* brid<»*(» or its foundations, he sought for a 
man i)ossess(Ml of i)raeti(al (»xi)erienee in the eonstrue- 
tion of heavy masonry, to act as j^iMieral superintendent 
and insiuM'tor, \vhos(» duty it should b(* to supiM'vise the 
(•(instruction, to se(* to the i)rogress of the work, and 
that all tHie many and complex d(4ails were carried out 
to tilie letter. 

1 nuiy say, with pardonable pride, that my father, 
Mr. Charles T. Curtis, was selected by (^aptain Meigs to 
lill this important and responsible position. Mr. Cur- 
tis had had long exp(»i'ience and training under Col. 
Thay(*r in tin* building of Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, 
and afterwards in connection with the construction of 
the Hoston A(iU(Mluct. Ih* took charge^ of the work 
(*arly in IS.")?, and continned in his position until 18()3, 
when the bi'idge was practically complete. lie then 
went to New lOngland, in connection with other jjublic 
works, such as fortilications and sea-walls, and until 
his death, which took jiiace in 1S!):5, he was actively 
engaged upon ])ublic works of a similar character, hav- 
ing devoted a pei'iod of over oO years of his life in the 
se]'vic(^ of the ( lovernment. Much of tlu^ data I now 
rcdate r(dative to the l)ridg(* 1 hav(^ heai'd and obtained 
from liis own lips, and from h.is |)a|)e]-s now in my pos- 
session. 

Alliionuh a small child at the tim(» mv father was in 
cliariic of t lie constrnclion of the bridg(s I r(Mn(Mnber 
quite distinctly the apjx'arance of the work as it i)ro- 
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gressed, the host of workmen, and the mass of stone, 
lumber, and otlier material used in its eonstruetion. 
To see the completed bridge as it is to-day in all its 
beauty, the lovely valley and creek beneath, and the 
forest trees, one can scarcely realize the place of that 
day and the pre^sent to be the same. 

In order to provide for the transportation by water 
of the stone and other material, a large dam was built 
across the civek a short distance above the (Hiewa- 
peake and Ohio canal, and a lock was <-onstructed at 
that point to jH^rmit boats to be floated into the pond, 
which, at that time, filled the valley beneath the 
bridge. Hemains of the lock and dam can be seen to- 
day, and in place of the pond as it then existed a beau- 
tiful grove of trees has grown, changing the entire 
landscape. 

The first work upon the bridge proper began early in 
1857, and consisted in clearing away the underbrush 
and debris on the c-ontemplated site of the structui^e as 
shown bv the survev. The soil was removed until rock 
foundation was reached. This, in turn, was blasted 
away until the solid ledge of the hill was exposed. All 
disint(*grated portions were removed, the surface 
smoothed off, and a jjropcr fac(» mad(» for thi* reception 
of the arch bv a hvdraulic bed of c(»m(»nt and broken 
stone. 

As the superstructure was to be very massive, it re- 
quinMl a correspondingly heavy centcM* or tn^stle to sup- 
port it during construction. This tr(\^tl(» r(»ste<l upon 
a series of stone piei^s, which pi(»rs still rcMuain, and are 
now us(m1 as tlu* support for a rustic foot bridg(* over 
the cr(M*k. 

In addition to tin* main tn^sth^ a furtlu^r framework 
was <onstructed to carrv a svst(Mn of trav(ding crano^. 
bv which means tlu* stone was transporttMl to various 

20 
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portions of the stniolure as it was used. Tlie rei 
of the piers (.arrying this framewiirk for the t-raues cao 
also he seen in the valley, ontsitie of the lini 
bridge. 

Tile work «as rapidly pn«hed, so Chat ou Deeeml 
4, 1858, the arch was keyeO, and by July 1, 1S59. 
the voiiasoirs, or arch Btones, as well as a (.-onsiderable 
portion of the abutmenrs, were in position. vVs before 
stated. Captain MeijiH was in rharH;e of the bridge and 
tile ai|iiediict from the date of the first survey, in 1S52. 
until .Tuly 1S60, wheu he was relieved by orders of the 
War Hepartaienl. and Captain lleury \V. Beiihani. 
t'liriw of Kngineurs, l'. S. A., was placed in charge. 
Captain Benhani remained in control bnt a very short 
time, and he in turn wijvh sueceeJed by Lieuteuaut 
James St. C. Morton, of the same corps, who was 
seqneutly killed duriu;; the siejie of Petersburg, Vi 
on June 17, 18(U. 

February 22, 181U, just before the breaking oiit 
the Civil War and after an absence of only six or seven 
montha, Captain Meigs returned from Fort Jefferson, 
and a^ain assumed charge of the work on the bridge 
and aqueduct, and t'lie same were practically complet- 
ed by him a« t-'hief engineer. 

At the breaking out of the war ciiusiderable anxiety 
was felt by those in authority lest tlie Confederates 
should set fire to the center or trestle, and so destroy 
the arch; and some time in May, 18fil, the trestle was 
removed. 

On account of the immense amonnt of business of 
the War Department by reason of the war, and to re- 
lieve Hhat department of this extra duty, on June 1^, 
18(j2 (12 Stat., (>2()), Congress adopted a joint resolution 
transferring the supervision of the Potomac water- 
works to the Department of the Interigt 



LUt 



IV, T, S. Curtis — Cabin John Bridge, 299 

that the work should be completed under the direction 
and su|H rvision of the Secretary of the Interior. It 
so remained until 18G7, when it was aji^ain transferred 
to the War Department, where it is to-day, under the 
charge of the able en<>7neer. Captain I). DuB. Gaillard. 

On December 5, 18(53, the water was turned into the 
acpieduct, but the bridj»;e proper was not completed 
until the following ymr. While this was the first 
water pa»ssing through the acjueduct from the Potomac 
Hiver at the Circuit Falls, yet on January 3, 1859, water 
was introduced intto the city by means of small mains 
or supply pipes from the receiving reservoir above 
(leorgetown. 

The present parapet walls are built of red sand- 
stone, from the quarries at Seneca on the Potomac, 
and were ct)nstructe(l in 1872-73. Fn)m 18(14 until that 
time the only protection for teams and pedestrians was 
a low guard-rail of timbers or logs. 

From i«b )ut May or June, 18()1, until July, 18(52, a 
period of little over one year, active work upon the 
bridge cea>'iMl, owing to tiie Civil War then waging. 

Caleb H. Smith, Secretary of the Interior, in his re- 
port to the President, November 29, 18G2, speaking of 
the Potomac water- works, says: 

"On the 15th of July last the siiiKTvision of this work was trans- 
fenvd from thr War Dt'iKirtiiuMit to this dopariinciit, iiiuler the 
authority of a joint resolution of Conjrress. The work was susi)eniled 
in the sprinj: of 18(»1. and was not ivsunu'd until after its translVr to 
this (h'partnient. Since that time the work has been in projrivss. ana 

it is estiniattnl that it may In* eompleted by the 1st of July, lS4v^. 

«■ * * 

**An the work, whieh will be done under the direction of W. R. 
Ilutton, Es(i., the present en^rineer, will be in accordance with the 
phins of (Jeneral Meigs, which have received the sanction of Con- 
gress." 

In ilay, 18()1, Captain M(Mgs b(*came (piartermaster- 
general, with his headcinaricM's in Washington, and 
v.iien the work was n»siim(Ml in the summer of isr)2. 
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under the orders of the Secretary of the Interior, Gen- 
eral Mei<j:s ceased to have any further charge of the 
work, and Mr. William K. Hutton was thereupon ap- 
pointed chief engineer, who hold the position until 
July, 1803, wIkmi he was succeeded by Mr. Silas Sev- 
mour. 

Mr. Seymour, in his annual report to Hon. John P. 
Usher, Secretary of the Interior, under date of October 
1, lS();j, s^iys: 

"Hofoiu* clijsiiijr this ivport. 1 (U'cin it proiicr as an act -of jiisn<-c to 
tlu' KciilU 111(11 who ha VI' proct'-dcd inc as ciiiriiHUT in charjjjt' of this 
great nation. !l work, as well as a inaiter of historic intt-H'st. to stato 
that, the W;isliin,iri()ii AciniMlnct wan originally project cd n]H)n its 
present ^rein ral plan and location by Hripidler (leneral Montj^oniery 
C. Meigs, now Qnarterniaster (Jeneral of tlu^ T'nitml States Army; 
ami that the work, so far as exi'cnted (with the exception of a por- 
tion of the dam in the rolomac, and the water facings of the distrib- 
uting nservoir), has been done in accordanci* with the plans and 
specifi(niti(ms prepared by him and generally under his own super- 
vision." 

To-day this noble structure is without a rival on 
earth as far as an arch or si)an of masonry is concern- 
ed. It is 450 feet long oyc^r all, including the abut- 
nuMits. It has a single si)an of 220 fe(^t, and a rise of 
Zl,2{\ fe(*t. TIk^ radii of thi» intrados and c^xtrados of 
the granite ring ans resptMtiyely, 1»U.2852 fei^t and 
\V^:lm:^ leet. it is 4.2 feet (iii<-k at the crown, 20.4 feet 
wi(l(% and (airies a brick conduit i> fei»t in diann^ter. 
There arc* 11, 014. IS cubic yards of masonry, Sr)2.()(> 
cul>ic yards of concictc, and .")!(> cubic yards of brick- 
work ns(Ml in its const inct ion. Tiie cut stom* arch, or 
ring, is of (^nincy (Mass.) granite, sl!i])i)(Ml to George- 
town by ycssels, and llience to tite bridge* by way of 
the canal. The rubbh* aiM li and sjjandrids are Seneca 
sandstone, and the nbntnienls are gneiss from ilont- 
iiomei-y connty, Maryland. Tin* ai'ch stomas are each 
2 feet iliicd;, 1.2. lc<'t deejj at the crown, and 0.2 feet 
at tin* s|)i'inging line. The snrl'ace of the roadway is 
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about 100 feet above the bottom of the ravine. The 
total cost of the bridge, including the parapet walls, 
was about |254,000. These figures are from the otficial 
records and reports. 

History records one brid} e or stone arch larger than 
Cabin Jahn. It spanned the Adda, a tributaiy of the 
1*0, at Trezzo, in northern Italy. The date of the con- 
struction of this bridge cannot be determined with ae- 
curacv. One authoritv states that it was constructed in 
the year A. T). 1380 by order of the Duke of Milan, and 
wa*s destroyed by the Italian general rarmairnola in 
1427. This bridge consisted of a single stone arch of 
granite, With a span of 251 feet, 31 feet more than 
that of Cabin John. It had a rise of 88 feet, 
and at the <r()wn wa*s onlv 4 feet thick. The name 
of the engineer is unknown. Prof. Ira O. Baker, in 
his Tnaiisc on Jla.sonrjf Co)i,struction, give>? the same 
dates as to when the bridge was constructed and de- 
stroyed, and also the figures concerning its dimensions. 

Within the last few years several large masonry 

brido;e. h.ave been constructed in Euroix^ very similar 

in design to that of Cabin John. The most important 

of these is the Jaremcze railway viaduct over the river 

Truth, in Galicia, on the line of the Austrian Stanislau- 

Woronienka railroad, having a single arch over the 

river of G5 meters span (2131 feet), with a rise of 58 feet. 

It is built of sandstone, with a thickness of G feet 10^ 

inches at the crown and 10 feet 2 inches at the skew- 
backs, and is 14 feet 1) inches wide. The main arch con- 
sists of two thicknesses of dimension stones, which 
head into each other, while the si)aftdrel arches are 
built of rubble masonry. It is stated to have cost only 
$40,400, due mainly to the low i)nce of labor and the 
abundance of material in the immediate vicinity, such 
as the stone, and the timber used in the construction of 
the falseworks. 
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The Lavaur bridge in France, on tlie line (if the Li- 
mogets and Drives Itailway, is of the same general 
design as tlie Jai-emcze strufture. It liaiS a single span 
of 61.50 meters (2013 ft^O- 

Tlje largest span stune arch in Great Britain is th^ 
famous OruHvenur Bridge over the Itiver l>ee at Chi 
ter, England, having a span of 200 feet. 

The Balloehniyle viadiu-t on the Glasgow and Sonttf 
Westeni Kailway has a i^pan of 180 feet, 

[Hee paiMT on Masonrv bridges by Von Karl A'ou 
Leibbrand, Leipzig, 1897. Also Vol. 85, p. ti3 of "En- 
gineering," Londim, issue of Jannaiy 21st, ISWfi; also 
Vol. 25, p. 852 Railroad (Jazette (N. Y.), issue of Nov. 
24th, 1893, and Vol. 27, p. 308, same publication^ iasi 
of May 17tb, 1895.] 

On p. 159 of Vol. 53, "Engineering," Feb. 5tJi, 1892, 
is stated, referring to t'abin John Bridge, that, 
bridge is second only in span to the one over the Adda 
already referred to, and is, I believe, the longest span 
(or a stone arch now standing." 

Sec also article by ISobert .Jamison on Famous 
Bridges of the World appearing iu V(d. 20, p. 553 
(,'hHutaH(]uan 18fM-05, wherein he says that nothing 
now remains of the Adda bridge at Trezzo, exoe^it a 
small jiortiim of the arch. 

All the authorities, however, agree that "Cabin 
John" stands t<i-day unrivaled, the nearest approach 
to it being the aforementioned bri<lge over the Pruth 
at JarenR'ze, (ig feet less in span. 

The working plans and drawings of Vvihm John 
Bridge, as well 5is uim-h nf llie detail work of that 
character up to the spring of ISfil, which are now on 
file in the office of the Waishington Aqueduct, and the 
l^'ar Department, appear to have been prepared and 
performed mainly by Mr. Alfred L. Itives, the osisiBtaiit 
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engineer, who was a graduate of the Ecole dvs Pouts et 
VhuHHsees in Paris. At the brelaking out of the Civil 
War Mr. Rives resigned his position, went south, and 
joined hands with the Confe<leracy, an act on his part 
which caused Captain Meigis to feel very much af- 
fronted, and which may account for certain orders of 
Captain Meigs referred to hereafter. 1 am informed 
that Mr. Rives is engaged in his profession somewhere 
in Central America, and possesises a very \\\^\i reputa- 
tion as an engineer. lie is the father of Amelie Rives, 
the auth'oreiss. 

After the resignation of Mr. Rives, in 1801, he was 
succeeded by Mr. William R. Ilutton, and in 18G2, when 
work was resumed under the direction of the Depart- 
jiient of the Interior, Mr. Ilutton became the chief en- 
gineer. At present he is a very prominent and suc- 
<*essful civil engineer in the city of New York. The 
famous Washington Hridgi* over the Harlem river is 
but one of his productions. 

Much has been said and written during late years 
concerning the erasure from the bridge of the name of 
Jefferson Davis, Secn^tary of War during the adminis- 
tiation of President Pierce. At the time of the death 
of General Meigs, in 1892, several articl<\s were pub- 
lished charging him with being tihe author of the 
erasure, and th(\v called forth s(*v(»ral dcMiials from his 
friends. On Septemb<»r 8th of that year a card ap- 
peared in one of our local pa]HMs over the name of Mr. 
Ilutton, which is of inti^rest to note, coming, as it does, 
from one so inr.imatelv (^mncM-ted with tllu* bridge* at 
that time. I It* says: 

"In JiHK*. ISC.'J. at \\\v n'ciui'st of tho Si^i-ritaiy of \\w Iiitrrior. Hon. 
Caleb \\. Sniiili. to wliosc «l('i)ai'tnn'nt \W aqutMlnci had just Ihhmi 
riansfuTrtl, I accompanied the Secretary and a nund»er of Mend)ers 
of ('onKr»>s (»n a tonr of inspe<-tlon of tlie aqnednct ])y way t)f the 
canal, opjiositc Calnn John s^'veral of the p:!rty di>end»;!rked. an«I 
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wulki^l to the bridjre for a nearer view. KeiuriiiuK in hot haste, 'Do 
30U know', said lion. <>aiusha (J row to the Sm-relary, Mliai relK»l 
Meijrs has put Jeff. l»a vis's name on the bridge*/' Turning to lue, 
ihi* Sic-reiary said: *Tlie lirst oilier 1 give you is to cut Jeff. Davis's 
name off tii»» bridjre.* A few days later 1 was appointed eliief en- 
>riiieer of the aqueduct. Not taking seriously the Secretary's re- 
marks. 1 did notliing in tlie maiter. A werk later Mr. Robert Me- 
Intyre. the (-jmiracior. arrived to resume his work upt)n the bridge, 
and <-aIl.'d to pay liis respects to the Seer«'tary. The Secretary said 
to him that they had put J«>ff. Davis's name on the bridge, and he 
wished lie would v\\\ it otT, 'With liie greatest pleasure, Mr. Se<Te- 
tary.* was tin* reply, and ihi» (-(miractor's lirst work was to remove 
Mr. Davis's name." 

Mr. Charles T. Curtis, who was su|M*riiit('n(l<Mit ami 
insprctnr at that tiiiu*, has often stated t(» me that (Jeii- 
eral Mei^s ha«l nothiiiji; what(*V(*r to do with the erasure 
nuMitiont (1, but that it was done bv order of the Secre- 
tary, and th(» work of euttinji: out the name was per- 
foruKMl by one of the* stone-cutters then at work on rhe 
bridj;e. 

Tile inscription on the west abutment, above meu- 
rione<l, showinj; th<» erasure of thc» name of Jefferson 
Davis, is in these words: 

Wasliington Aqueiluet. 

Hi gun A. D. IVkJ. rresiilmt of the T. S.. 

l-'ranklin l*ifrc«*. Serretary of War. 

. Kuilding, A. D. l.sC»l. 
Pn >id«'ni "if tlif I'. S.. Abraliam Lincoln. 
S«Mn-iary of War. Simon rauhTon. 

Captain Mei;:^, beinjz apprehensive lest some action 
!ni;^hi be had hM»kin;4 to iiis removal as enj::ineer in 
char;:e id the aipHMJuct, and <h*sirin^ to (K^rpetuate his 
own name as chief en;:iiierr of the brid^*, caused the 
fullowiiij.! iiisiiipf inn to br cut, in ileep, imperi.shable 
liMi«rs, upnn iwn nt I he ai'ch or v\\\^^ siom»s near the 
cast abutment : 

M. C. MKICS. 

C'hiff Kngin»<'r. W;i^iiiM:::.iii A«|U«Mluri. 
A. D. 1VV.». y# »7. 

This was d«»nr bidiuc ti'r t;iblcis in the cast and west 
abnimeiiis had bcm phoid in pusitiun, and at a pt^riod 
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shortly before he was relieved and ordered to Fort Jef- 
fprson. His motive apparently was to have the faet in- 
delibly plared on reeord that he alone was enjxineer of 
tin* noble structure and to him should be j^iven the 
credit. 

In connection with the subject of erasure, there is 
another interestinji; historical fact worthy of notice, 
which I relate substantiallv as I have often heard it 
from ilr. Curtis and Mr. Ilutton: 

Between July, 18(50, and February, 18()1, a period of 
only six or seven months, Captain Meij::s was absent as 
above stated, and during this time Captain Henry W. 
Bt nham and lieutenant James St. C. Morton were in 
charjre of the work. An examination of the photo- 
;»raphs in my possession, which were taken durinjr the 
progress of construction, will show that the work on 
t!«e bridge at this time (July, 18150) was very much ad- 
vanced. However, durinj«: the short period of his su- 
pervision, Lieutenant Morton had his own name, as 
well as that of Captain Benham, cut on the face of two 
of the arch >'tonps immediately under those bearinjr the 
inscrii)rion plac({l then* by Captain Meijjs, and desij:;- 
natinfji^ themselves as chief engineers. On his return in 
February followinj;. Captain Meijjs, observinji: what 
had been done, ^ave orders to have their names erased 
(which was done), contending; that it was improper to 
have their names appear on the bridj^e as chief en- 
gineers, especially as the work performed by them <lur- 
ing his absence was simply a continuation of his pr«>- 
jects ami plans, which had received the ajjproval of 
Congress. (12 Stats., 10(5.) 

A short time thereafter Captain Meigs had the large 
tablet in the east abutment placed in position, and 
caused the following inscription to be <-ut thereon: 
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UNION ARCH, 
Chief Engineer, Captain Montgomery 
C. Meigs, U. S. Corps of Engineers. 
E%%o per pet ua. 

It has been stated that, in recognition of the engin- 
eering genius of his assist^ant engin^^er, Mr. Alfred L. 
Hives, it was the intention of (^aptain Meigs to have his 
name appear on this tablet with his o^ti, and that he 
liad proceeded so far as to Imve the name of Mr. RiveB 
traced tliereon preparatory to cutting it in; but at this 
juncture ilr. Kives resigned and went south, and a« a 
result the wording was changed, and the above in- 
scription was cut thereon with the name of Mr. Rives 
omitted. 

The origin of the title "Cabin John" as applied to the 
creek, and likewise to the bridge which spaas it, is 
somewhat shadowy and traditionary. There is a story 
or legend that at an early date in the century a mys- 
terious character occupied a rough cabin on the banks 
of the creek, a short distance above the present site of 
tho bridge. The only name he was known by was 
••John"; sometimes he was spoken of as ^^John of the 
(^abin", and also as "Captain John'\ Upon some of 
I he old records of Montgomery county, Maryland, the 
name of this creek is given as ^'Captain John". The 
present name, Cabin John, is either a corruption of 
••Captain John'' or was derived fnun •'John of the 
Cabin". He is stated to have led the life of a hermit, 
fishing in the streams and hunting in the neighboring 
farcsts being his ouly means of subsistence. It is said 
that at a subsei^uenr period, many years ago, he mys- 
teriously disappearetl, and nothing was ever known as 
(u l.'s fate. During the days of slavery the old negroes 
of il:e vicinity clainuMl that the ghost of ••Cabin John'' 
\\;> often s(H*n by tht»m near his lonely and deserted 
rahin. 
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After the erection of the bridge it was commonly 
kiiiiwn as Cabin John, taking its name from the creek 
it spanned, althongh it is specified upon the records as 
*'Union Arch," and is so in'scribed upon the tablet oo 
rlie cast abutment. 

The history relating to this wonderful bridge and the 
imidents connected with its construction I have heard 
so ( ften from the lips of my father that I love to revisit 
the j<<ene, view its noble span, and recount the many 
(lays when but a child I watched its progress. It 
seems as yesterday, yet in the meantime many of th.ose 
connected with its construction have passed away. 

The years roll by, but the bridge is as solid and as 
immovable as the everlasting hills, and, as so aptly in- 
scribed on the abutment, c«/o pcrpvtua — it will last for- 
ever, and remain for the eyes of generations yet unborii 
a monument to the genius and inspiration of its en- 
gineer, Montgomery C Meigs. Nor will time obscure 
or belittle the glory achieved by the mind that con- 
ceived its graceful lines, or the credit due to the assist- 
ants who directed its construction with so much pre- 
cision and detail that not a stone has moved or settled 

to mar it^ beauty, symmetrj', or strengtJi.* 

^^—^— » .^^^___^__^_^___^^^_^^__ ^.^_^_^^_^^^_^^-— ^-^_.^— ._.^_— ^— _^-_ 

* I am iiulebtLHl to l*rof. W J Mc(TtH\ Ethnologist in ciiarge of 
tln» Hiiroau of American Etiiiu)lojry. for Jivveral of thi» i^liotograplis 
I'xlilbiti'd by me s1h>\v1ii^ the l)ii<l>re duriuK its cxmstriiction. The 
negatives havt» 1hh»ii pn»st»rv'tHl ami are now on tile in said Buivau. 

Throii^rh the eonrtesy of <ieneral A. W. (Jreely the writer has Ihh'Ii 
able to i)btain sevenil interesting? plwtojjraphs of tlie liridjre. 
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OF rOLFMIUA. 



Uv lltMU-v U. Lodkt^r. 



IKoad lu^roiv (ho Soi-it'iy Fi4>ruary 7th, 181^8.] 

\U tho Aft of Coiiiin^ss approviul .luly 10, 1700 (V. S. 
S(ais 1, p. i:UU, afior ch'tiiunjr tho i:iMiiM*al limits within 
nhirh thi» Distrioi shouhl be lixoil, the IMvsidem was 
t»mi><nvi*riHl \o appoint ihnv (\>niniissionors to survey 
auul by pn^pi^r nuHos ami bounils define ami limit a ilis- 
I riot of lerritory ftir the permanent seat of the jjovern- 
ment of the Vnlled Statics, Tlu^e Commissioners wert^ 
also empowertMi to pnri*hase or aeeept sneh land as 
sliould Iv mvded and to ••provide sniiable bnildin«r$ 
for I he aeeommodation of Conjrn^ss, and of the Pn^si- 
floni. and for the public- oftiees of the «rovernmeni*\ 

The (\uumissiont*rs weiv appointed and nnder their 
<liriM*tion, the IMstrirt was snrveyed an*! markisl: plans 
tor the FedtTal t^ity were pivpareil showing the loca- 
tion of the various uovernment bniKlinus: aun*enienis 
>vei*e drawn up and siiinrd by the pi*oprieiors of the 
bind st'lerted for the site M the tMiv. bv the trr;ns of 
whirh iheit^ was u^ In* a division of the squares anvi 
h>ts after ihe riiv was laid out: arrlntisis an*l con- 

■ 

trarti^rs \>eiH^ ennd'.\viM! npon ihe publii bnildinus and 
thi^ snrxtn of the vit\ was pror^vdrii with. 

Tie An of i\Mij^;\ss ap]o\>\tt5 Ma> 1. lSt»2 T. S. 
Siais 'J, p. 17^» a)>o'.;>iMvi \hr aboxi- '.lu-nr^onc.i 1> \":r.5 
of ti::v-c i\'iv-^i>>i^»ia^v>. ,)::,: i«:\'\i,ud. as thc^r Ivuai 
>r.vii'S>':, ;: S. ".]>.: ir,:r:.,".( :... \y^ K- api^*''nTv^; 1\\ ::ie 
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rresideut; aud the Commissioners were reijuired to 
deliver up to such Superintendent "all plans, drafts, 
tMM)ks, records, accounts, deeds, grants, contracts, 
bonds, obligations, securities and other evidences of 
debt, in their possession, which relate to the city of 
Washington, and the affairs heretofore under their su- 
|>erintendence or care." 

The Act of <\)ngress approved January 13, 1809 (U. 
S. Stats 3, J). 511) prescribes the duties of the Surveyor 
of the city of Washington and proceeds as follows: 

*'Sec. 7. That all records of the division of Squares 
*'and lots heretofore made between the public and orig- 
'*inal proi)rietors, or which are authorized by this Act, 
*'>:liall be kept in the office of the Surveyor of the city 
'*of Washington, and all transcripts therefrom, certi- 
*'ti(Ml by him, shall be evidence equally valid with the 
'•<ertihed transcripts from the keeper of the office for 
•MtMoi'ding deeds for the conveyance of land in the 
*'rounty of Washington.'' 

Section S provides that lots or s<iuares belonging tx> 
tlie United States within the city of Washington may 
l/c subdivided by the said Surveyor under direction of 
the l*n\sident: 

Section \) requires that the Surveyor, shall, before 
cnKM-ing upon the duties ^)f his office, take an oath or 
anirniation Ix^fore the Mayor of the city of Washington, 
that h(» will faithfully and impartially perform his 
dutv. 

Down to this time (ISOD) it is perfectly apparent that 
IJK* Commissioners and subs(MpuMitly the Superinten- 
d(Mir had tl»(» h*gal custody of nU the records — maps of 
rli(* l)istri<t and of the city, plats of the scpuires and 
lots, (leiMls of tlu» original pro]>ri(*tors, et<*., etc., as well 
as coiit 1 a<ts for tl»e election of buildings, bonds, obliga- 
(ions, and accounts of (»very >()rt connect(Ml with their 
'luties: hut tlu* tinu* had doubtless now biM»n r(»ached 
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when the "hiving ont" of the city had been eonipletecl, 
and a division of th(^ records and dnticvs of the Snperiu- 
tenikMit b(M*ani(» not. only a natnral and l/o<^ical se- 
(jnenee, bnt a bnsiness ne(*(»ssity. 

That it was tlie in't<^nti()n of Conj^n^ss in passin*^: the 
Act of ISO!), to briii}^- about just such a division, and to 
!nak(» an absolute* aud coniph'tt* sc^paration of the* two 
olTic(»s secMus ch^ar, fi'oni thi* fact that a new tith* was 
<»iv(Mi to th(» Surv(\vor; liis duti(*s wt^n* detiniMl and 
enhirg(Ml; h(» v/as rcMpiirc^d to takt* an oath; he was 
e(inipp<Ml witli the rtn-ords pcM'tainin*;; to liis n(»w office; 
hi* was nia(h' th(» only officer whose* certiticati* of tran- 
scripts of those* r(*cor(ls was h*gal (*vi(U*nc(*, antl h(* was 
i^iven rh(* power to subdivide j»()vernnient pro))ei'ty as 
well as that of private individuals. 

The Surveyor of the city of Washington thus b(H'anie 
the legal successor of the original ( 'onunisshiners and of 
the Superintendent, so far as ndates to the survey, lo- 
cation, and subdivision of land and the custody of (/// 
the records (then in the Superintendent's possession) 
bearing ui)on such work; and if it can be shown tlutt 
the pres(»nt office* of Surv(*yor of the District of ('oluni- 
bia is the l(*gal succ(*ssor to the* office of Surv(*yor of 
the city of Washington in<*ntioned in the Act of 1809, 
it must n(*cessarilv follow that tiiis office* is entitled to 
tlu* same* re*e-e)rels. 

He*fe)re* proe-e*e*eIing te) show the* e*ontinuity e)f the* e)f- 
liee* of Surve*ye)r, I eh*sii*e* to e-all atte*ntie)n te) the* later 
le»gislatie)n re*si)e*e*ting the* Sup<*rinte*n(le*nt anel his suc- 
ee»ssors. 

Afier the* ele*strue-tion of the* Capitol anel othe*r ge)v- 
(*rnme*nt buildings by the* Hritish in 1S14 the* Sui)e*rin- 
te*n(Ie*nl was assiste^el in the* labor e)f rebuileling by three 
CommissioneM's. 

By Aet approve*el April 21), ISIO (T. S. Stats :5, p. 824) 
Contii'i'ss abolishe*(l the office* of the* three (''onnnissie)n- 
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ers for the superintendence of the Public Buildings, 
and also the office of Superintendent, and in lieu there- 
of, j)rovided for the appointment by the President, of 
one Conmiissioner, to perform all the duties with svhich 
the said three Commissioners and the Superintendent 
had been chargeil, and he was to receive from the three 
Commissioners "all plans, drafts, books, rec^ords, ac- 
''counts, contracts, bonds, obligations, se<*urities and 
'*other evidences of debt in their possession, which be- 
*iong to their office,'' and from the Superintendent ''all 
"documents, securities, books and papei"s. relating to his 
"office/' Attention is called to the fact that nothing 
is said about the rramsfer of maps or plats of scjuares 
and lots to this Commissioner as in the Act of 1809 to 
the Survevor. 

In the Sundry Civil Bill passed by Oongn^ss and ap- 
proved March 2d, 1807 {V . S. Stats 14, p. 4G«) the office 
of Commissioner of Public Buildings and Cirouuds was 
abolished and the Chief of Enginet^'s of the Army was 
iHMiuired to perform all duties of the former, and con- 
se(iueutly became the custodian of all records htjtiU\f 
lield by said Commissioner, but this law does not spe- 
cify the transfer of any public property, as is clearly 
(lone in the two previous acts transmitting these du- 
ties. The Chief of Engineers in his report of 1895, re- 
ferring to this Act of March 2, 18(j7, says he '^thereby 
became the lawful successor of the ''original Commis- 
sioners ai)pointe(l by Prc^sident Washington in 1791 
•and the custodian of the original records." In this 
conclusion I cannot concur, so far as relates to the rec- 
ords of division of hinds in the city of Washington and 
the maps and plat.s relating thereto, because, as has 
iK^en shown above, those maps, plats and records had 
b(M'n divert(»d from the office of the Superintendent by 
the Act of 1S09. 
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Now to return to the question of the continuity of the 
olHce of Surve^'Hjr: — 

The tirst mention made of such an officer, in the 
statutes, is in the Act of Congress approved March 3, 
lSO:j (U. S. Stat^ 2, p. ;wr)) lixinn: the compensation of 
**the Surveyor/' 

In the Act approved March 27, 1S04 (U. S. Stats 3, 
p. »S1)7) tlie (^)mpensation of *Mhe Surveyor'' is fixed at 
Jf.S.OO a (hiy, to b(^ paid by the Sup(»rint(Mident, thus 
showing!: ai)i)arenlly tliat the Surveyor was a subordl- 
nat(^ of (he {^^ulK»rinten(hMlt at tliat tim<s th()uj::li (juite 
possibly a dii'int appointive of the Presi(U*nt during tlie 
whoh^ l)(»riod from 17l)() to 1S15, — (hita as t^o Nicholas 
Kinj:: giving (M)lor to this view, and there being nothing 
to conti\>vert it in any of the recoixls I have bei*n able to 
'rt»ach. 

In 1802 (U. S. Stats No. 2, p. 1S)5) by A(^t appi\)ved 
May 3 (or two days after tlie appi-oval of the Act con- 
stituting the office of Superintendent) (>)ngress author- 
IztMl the incorporation of tin* city of Washington, the 
council beting (d<M*tiv(*, the Mayor to be appointed by 
the President. The Mayor was authoriz(»d to apiM)int 
all offirers under tin* corporation, and tluTefore />ro 
sHinahh/ tlu^ Survc^vor of tlu» citv. 

Th(»n comes the Art of ISOl) concerning th(» office of 
Surv(\vor of th(» city of Washington (so calhMl, for the 
lii-st time in any Act of Congn^ss) and rtM|uiring that of- 
ficer to (pialify by taking an oath of ottice Ix^fom* the 
Mavor of tln' <-itv of Washington. 

It would s(M'm (hat this Act i>aved tlu* way for the 
iransfcr of the Surveyor's otli(M% from un(h'r the contn)l 
i»f (he (i(Mieral govtM'nmciu to that of the municipal 
government, for, although the otVici* was probably still 
under at least the nominal control of tlu^ g(Mi(M*al gov- 
(»rnment, the Surveyor's sc^rvices w(^ri» <loubtless chiefly 
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lUHMlcd bv lh(^ city «»()V( riinieiit and the citizens gener- 
ally. 

Nicholas King, wht) had long been a Surveyor under 
(he Coniniissi^)ners and the Supi^rintendent, wa^^ the 
first person appointed '^Surveyor of the (Mty of Wash- 
ington'' an<l his signatures in Kecord Book '*N. K." also 
in Iiook I of Division of Sijuares, (records of the Sur- 
\(\vor\s oflice) show clearly that he signed as such i\\)\\\ 
August 1809 until Julv 1811. lie was succeeded bv his 
son Kobert King, who signs as surviyor of the city of 
Washington until I)(»cember 10, 1812. 

For the next two yeai's and a half, so far as the rec- 
ords of this otiice are concerned, there does not appear 
lo have bcH^'n anv work for a Survevor of the citv of 
Washington. At anv rate there are no survevs re- 
corded or signed during that time, but under date of 
August »i, 1815, the Council of Washington passed an 
ordina.ncis (13th Council Chap. 32, p. 28,) doubtless in 
pursuance of the original Act of Incorporation of May 
3, 1802, dire^cting the Mayor to appoint *'a citizen, resi- 
dent of tin* city, who shall be styh»d and known as the 
Surv(\vor of the city of ^^'ashington." 

J^Mijaniin II. Latrobe was the first appointed under 
th(» new r('»ginie, and he was succeeded by otluM-s ap- 
pointe<l in tin* same way, continuously until 1848, when 
by Act of Congrciss approv(»(l May 17, 1848 (C S. Stats 
9, p. 223) the charter of the city was amemled and the 
Surv(»yor mad<* an elective ollicer. 

Smtion 8 of this Act pn)vid< d that "the otiice of the 
"Surveyor of th<» city of Washington shall be the legal 
'N)nic(» of iHM-ord of the plats of all tin* property in the 
**riiv of Washiniz:ton." 

The Surv(\vor was (»l(Mte(l by tin* p(N)ple from 1848 to 
ISTl, !l:(» dat(» of inc(*piion of tin* Ten'itorial form of 
gov(*rnnHMit, und<*r which the Ciovernor of the District 

21 
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of Coluinbia appointed the ^'Surveyor of tlie District of 
•'Columbia/' Subsequently, an<l to tlie present time, 
tlie Surveyor of tlie District of Columbia liais been ap- 
pointed by the (^ommissioiuM's of the District. 

In view of the piv)visions of tlu^ Act of 1809 and of 
Se<*rion S of tlie Act of 1S4S it sivms verv ditticult to 
reach any other conclusion than that the office of Sur- 
veyor is the proper repository of (/// the orij^inal recoi'dj? 
affectin}:: in any way the determination of the location 
and boundarit^ of any parcel of land within the city 
of Waushin<»ton whether public or private. The Acts 
of 18(M), 183(;, 1848 and 1895 show clearly the le»i:al con- 
tinuity of the ottive to the pivsent day. 

Even if there had been a period between Dec. 1812 
and Au}?. 1815 during which there was no incumbent 
of the office (a i)oint by no means certain) there was djo 
lapse of the office itself, and this possible question is 
removed by the recognition of the office by the Act of 
1848. 

The Surveyor's office is the ivcognized source of in- 
formation as to all things relating to the location and 
boundarit^ of land in the Distri(*t of (\)lumbia, and 
should hav(* in its |>ossession all reconls bearing upon 
the work of the office. I think it ch^ar that Congi^ss 
never intendcnl these original land records to be divide<l 
bt^tween two offices. Whatever theiv be of legal au 
thority for their custody, must, in my opinion, apply 
to them as an entirely unless otherwise sjH^citically 
provided. 

Without exc( ption, the title companies and the mem- 

bt»rs of the bar can be safely said to be in favor of the 

(ustoilv of thost* n»cortls bv iIk^ Survevor. This office 
• • • 

is frtM|UtMitly comiH»llcd, in order to s*»ttle a doubtful 
qui^stion, to st»nd to ilu* War Depart numt for certitied 
40pit*s of divisit)ns of Stpiarcs, tlu* originals of which 
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are iu Hie offic*e of the Officer iu eharjj^e of Public Build- 
in<»'s and Grounds, the bound copies in the Surveyor's 
office beiufx sometimes found defective either by omis- 
sion or error. And this must be done, although this of- 
fice is the only office empowered by law to furnish certi- 
fied copies of all these records, (which i*ertified copies 
must be acce[)ted as final evidence). Without permis 
sion obtained tJirough the u'sual official channels thi; 
Survewr cannot verify the certified copies from tJie 
War Department, by comparison with the originals, 
and possible mistakes in such certified copies might 
subject the Surveyor to heavy loss under his bond. The 
four bound volumes of copies of original division of 
Squares in the Surveyor's office have been here for 
nearly 90 years. They are in daily use, amd without 
them it would be impossible to transact tJie business 
of the office. A recent decision of the Circuit Court in 
(he case of Ashley vs. Bradshaw has pronounced these 
copies to be originals or practically originals, but tliis 
does not relieve the Surveyor of responsibility under his 
bond in the event of his making a possible mistake 
through an error in such copies. 

The Chief of Engineers of the Army as successor to 
the Superintendent certainly did not obtain these land 
recoinls by particular designation; the Surveyor rfiV/, by 
the terms of tJie Act of 1809, so obtain them. 

The Act of 1848, clearly confirms, after an interval 
of 39 yeai-s, the Act of 1809 as to the custody of the 
records of division of squares by the Surveyor. 

Why the Surveyor did not at dtice exercise hisHegal 
right to call for and obtain his own records in their en- 
tirety does not now appear, nor is it material. Mr. 
William Forsyth, my immediate predecessor, did, how- 
ever, strenuously maintain throughout his whole term 



316 Records of the Columbia Historical Society, 

of oflico, covi^i'iii^ iK^arl.v forty years, that the Survey- 
or's offi(H» should contain all these records. 

It seems clear h) ni(% that the division pn)nipted by 
conv(»nience and propriiMy was intended to be made by 
I lie Act of IHM), aIz: th(^ Surv(\vor should tak(» all that 
ii(» would naturally r(M|uir(s and that the SuiK?rinteii- 
d(»nt should n^tain such as w(M'(» n(M•(^ssary for the care 
and preservation of the Public Huildinjj^s and Cirounds, 
which care was his i)articular duty. As that division 
was not mad(» tlu^n, it should, in my opinion, be made 
now, by the trausf(»r to tin* Surveyor's ottic(*, of all rec- 
ords under the* control of the* Chief of Kn<»*ineei's, re- 
latinji,- in any way to the orij^inal boundaries of land in 
the city of Washing* ton. 

The names of all the incumbents of the office of Sur- 
veyor, so far ai!i 1 have been able ro d(?termine, — w ith 
the dates of appointment, are given chronologically as 
follows: 




INDEX. 

Ptifirea 

Alexander, Mrs. S. K. Sketch of Andrew Ellicott lo8 

Amendments. Constitutional provision for 13 

Berret, Ex-Mayor James G., Address of 206 

Blake, Dr. James H., Sketch of 256 

Brent, Robert, Sketch of 236 

Bryan, W. B., Election of 26 

Something" about L'Enfant and His Personal 

Affairs Ill 

Cabin John Bridge. Notes on the Building of 293 

Capital. Observations on the Development of the Nation's 272 

Chronicler. Duties of 12 

Clephane, Lewis, Death of 17 

Communications to the Society 15 

Constitution. Text of 11 

Contents. Table of 3 

Curtis, William T. S., Communication by 293 

Cutts, James Madison, auditor Treasurer's Report 25 

Deaths During 1897 17 

Early Maps and Surveyors of the City of Washington 48 

Ellicott, Major Andrew, Sketch of 158 

Emery, Matthew G., Remarks by 233 

Explanation 10 

Fague, G. M., Death of 17 

Finances. Constitutional provision for 13 

Force, Peter, The Life and Labors of 219 

Hubbard, Gardiner Green, Death of 17 

Resolutions of Condolence 24 

Illustrations 118, 218. 236, 240,246,293, 295. 297, 299, 301, 303, 305 

Johnston, Miss Elizabeth B., Communication by, unwritten 15 

Kasson, John A., Remarks by 203 

Lambert, Tallmadg-e A., Communication by 272 

L'Enfant, Monument to 25 

Sketch of, by W. B. Bryan Ill 

Sketch of, by James D. Morgan 226 



318 itidcw 

Looker, Henry R., auditor Treasurer's Report 2.') 

C'oiiiniunication by 308 

Maffruder, Lloyd G., auditor Treasurer's Report 25 

Manag-ers, Elected February 7, 1808 2(> 

Resolutions of 14 

Maj'ors of Washington. Reminiscences of 203 

Meeting's. Constitutional provision for 12 

Members. Constitutional provision for 71 

List of 7 

Memorials. L'Knfants 72 

Morgan, James Dudley, Communication by 23(> 

Nicola^', John (t., Communication by 24 

Objects. Constitutional definition of 11 

Officers. Constitutional provision for 12 

Elected February 7, 1808 4 

Orr, Mayor Benjamin G., Sketch of 261 

Powell, William B., Communication by, unwritten 15 

Rapine, Mayor Daniel, Sketch of 2vS2 

Report of Curator 1«) 

L*Enfant 2() 

Secretaries 17 

Treasurer 16 

Standing" Committees 5 

Small wood, Sketch of 265 

Smith, Richard, Death of 17 

Special Committees 6 

Spofford, Ainsvvorth R., Communication by 210 

Stewart , John , Com m u n ica tion by 48 

Surveyor of the District of Columbia 308 

Title. Constitutional definition of 11 

Whitman, B. L., Letter from 22 

Wilson, CJeneral John M.. Letter from 27 



